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BOOK  V. 


E ACE,  tranquillity,  and  an  exa£t  or- 
der, being  now  fo  happily  eftablifh’d 
among  the  Abaquis,  I did  not  think  of 
multiplying  their  laws  and  obligations  i 
but  apply’d  myfelf  wholly  to  make 
them  itri£tly  obferve  thofe  which 
were  already  enabled.  This  was  the 
only  method  to  fecure  the  fruit  of  my  labours,  which 
would  have  been  very  uncertain  after  my  departure,  had 
I not  taken  care  to  thus  bind . as  it  were,  the  favages 
by  the  chains  of  habjt.  We  fpent  fome  months  in  re- 
peating our  ufual  exercifes,  and  in  expectation  of  the  re- 
A z turn 


4 *fhe  Life  of 

turn  of  the  favages  whom  I had  Tent  to  Virginia , with 
theperfon  whom  Mrs.  Lallin  had  fent  to  me.  I poft- 
pon’d,  till  their  return,  my  forming  fuch  a refolution,  as 
might  bring  us  to  a certainty  with  regai  d to  the  vifcount’s 
fate  } hoping  always  that  they’d  hear  where  he  was,  and 
what  had  befallen  him.  I cou’d  not  judge  exa&ly,  of 
the  length  of  the  voyage  he  had  undertaken,  or  the  time 
he’d  be  oblig’d  to  fpend  in  it.  This  circum fiance  per- 
plex’d me  more  than  any  thing  elfe  j I had  been  frequent- 
ly determin’d,  particularly  after  my  wife’s  delivery,  to 
fet  out  with  my  whole  family ; and  endeavour  to  find  out 
the  way  to  Carolina.  ’Twas  not  but  I expe&ed  that  the 
Abaquis  would  oppofe  this  ftrongly,  as  they  now  lov’d 
us  more  than  ever:  but  then  I pofiibly  might  have  de- 
ceiv’d them,  by  alluring  them  that  we  would  foon  return 
among  them.  We  fhould  have  taken  a guard  along  with 
us,  which  would  have  made  ’em  conclude,  that  we  did 
not  defign  to  abandon  ’em  ; and  thefe  we  might  have  ea- 
fily  got  rid  of,  had  heaven  been  propitious  to  our  de- 
fign, by  directing  us  to  fome  Engli/h  or  Spaniflj  colo- 
ny- 

How  dangerous  foever  this  refolution  might  be,  yet 
this  was  the  only  one  we  cou’d  think  of  taking,  in  cafe 
we  fhould  have  no  news  of  the  vilcount.  At  laft  I yield- 
ed to  it,  but  in  the  fame  manner  as  a fick  man  does  to 
fwallow  a naufeous  potion,  which  he  dreads  very  near 
as  much  as  his  ficknefs.  I even  communicated  it  to  my 
wife  and  Mrs.  Riding,  who  immediately  approv’d  it,  and 
wererefolv’d  to  venture,  whatever  might  be  the  confe- 
quences.  We  were  now  detain’d  by  no  other  motives, 
than  the  faint  hope  we  entertain’d,  that  our  favages  might 
happen  to  arrive  when  we  leaft  expe&ed  them.  We 
were  not  difappointed,  for  word  was  brought  me  one 
day,  that  they  were  come.  My  furprize  was  fo  great, 
that  I cou’d  Icarce  fupport  myielf ; but  it  increas’d  pro- 
digioufiy,  when  I faw  my  wife  feiz’d  with  fear,  and  fall 
into  a fwoon. 

If  the  re2ciercorifiders,  how  uneafy  we  muftbe,  after 
having  liv’d  fifteen  months  among  favages,  and  not  heard 
afingieword  of  the  vifcount  for  upwards  of  a twelve- 
month  5 that  the  leaft  glimmerings  of  hope,  muft  work 
after  an  extraordinary  manner  upon  our  minds.  But  in 
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cafe  it  were  not  joy,  ’twasatleaft  our  uncertainty  with 
regard  to  the  news  we  fhould  hear,  that  occafion’d  thefe 
unufual  cumults.  However,  we  were  feen  to  feel  emo- 
tions of  a lefs  dubious  nature ; they  were  thofe  of  a 
deadly  fear,  and  confequently  of  the  deepeft  grief. 

Thefavages  had  firfh  arriv’d  in  Varohatan.  There  they 
had  feen  Mrs.  Lallin , who  had  procur’d  them  a guide  to 
accompany  them  to  Carolina.  This  man  being  a Virgini- 
an, and  underftanding  Eaglifh  * they  had  traveled  along  the 
fea-coaft,  enquiring,  as  they  went,  whether  any  one 
had  feen  the  vifeount,  or  knew  what  was  become  of 
him.  But  all  this  being  to  no  purpofe,  and  defpairing  e- 
ver  to  find  him,  they  had  return’d  towards  the  valley  of 
the  Abaquis,  in  the  midft  of  innumerable  dangers,  and 
not  knowing  in  the  leaft  whither  they  were  going.  At 
laft  chance,  or  rather  providence,  whowou’d  not  fuffer 
us  to  be  any  longer  in  the  dark  with  refpe£t  to  our  naif- 
fortunes,  and  prepar’d  us  others  of  a much  more  griev- 
ous nature  j brought  into  their  way,  as  they  were  crofi- 
finga  vaft  defert,  one  of  thofe  brave  Abaquis  who  had 
guarded  the  vifeount.  Him  they  had  brought  along  with 
’em,  and  we  heard  from  his  mouth,  the  fad  accident 
which  had  happen’d  to  my  lord  and  his  companions. 

That  unhappy  nobleman  was  not  advanc’d  above  four 
or  five  days  in  his  journey,  before  he  was  attack’d  by  a 
company  of  favages,  about  the  fame  number  with  the 
people  he  had  with  him.  Thefe  he  had  put  to  flight 
with  very  little  lofs  on  his  fide.  However,  thefe  wander- 
ing barbarians,  that  inhabited  the  large  defert  of  Drexa - 
ra,  who  pafs  for  the  mod  cruel  people  in  all  America , 
were  not  difeourag’d  at  their  defeat.  Remembring  that 
the  vifeount  was  mounted  and  cloath’d,  and  alfo  the  En- 
glishmen who  attended  upon  him,  they  refolv’d  to  fall  up- 
on them  again,  in  hopes  of  plunder.  They  had,  how- 
ever, very  much  increas’d  their  numbers,  and  intercept- 
ing the  Abaquis  in  their  way,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
place  where  they  had  fought ; they  fell  upon  them  with 
fomuch  fury,  and  fhot  fucha  fhower  of  arrows,  that 
they  kill’d  feveral  on  the  fpot.  The  reft  terrified  to  fee 
themfelves  furrounded  in  a moment  with  enemies  j and 
finding  it  impoflible  for  them  to  fly,  had  laid  down  their 
arms,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  quarter.  Thefe,  accord- 
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ingly,  remain’d  prifoners,  and  alfo  the  vifcount.  The 
victors  having  divided  the  fpoil,  feparated,  and  took  dif- 
ferent ways.  Moft  ot  the  favages  of  the  defert  of 
Drexara  are  man-eaters ; at  leaft  they  devour  their  prifo- 
ners. Thefe  have  no  fix’d  dwelling,  but  are  inceflantly 
hunting  after  beafts,  and  after  men,  whom  they  look  up- 
on as  their  beft  game.  The  only  reafon  why  they  are 
call’d  favages  of  Drexara,  is,  becaufe  as  they  ever  feek 
out  for  mountains  and  woods,  as  the  places  where  game 
moft  abounds ; they  therefore  are  fond  of  this  vail;  defert, 
which  is  full  of  wild  beafts,  becaufe ’tis  cover’d  withfo- 
refts  of  a vaft  extent. 

I trembled  and  was  in  the  utmoft  confirmation,  while 
I lift  ned  to  this  firft  part  of  thefavage’s  relation;  and  did 
not  dare  to  defire  him,  to  inform  me  ot  what  I wanted 
moft  to  know.  So  dreadful  an  opening,  made  me  conclude 
that  his  lord fliip  had  come  to  fome  fatal  end.  My  wife, 
on  the  other  fide,  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that  the  bare 
fight  of  her  muft  have  awak’d  the  moft  tender  fenfations 
of  pity.  We  continued  very  attentive  to  the  favage, 
without  daring  to  fpeaka  fingle  word.  Happily,  fays 
he,  my  lord,  and  twenty  of  our  companions,  of  whom 
I was  one,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a band  of  wild  people, 
who  are  the  leaft  cruel,  and  not  fo  greedy  as  the  reft  of 
human  fleih.  Notbutthey  devour’dfix  of  ourcompa- 
nions,  to  fatisfy  their  carnivorous  appetites;  but  they 
are  us’d  to  go  every  year  on  the  bank  of  a great  river,  where 
they  meet  with  white  men  who  are  cloath’d  ; and  with 
thefe  they  exchange  their  prifoners,  for  fuch  things  as 
they  may  have  a fancy  to.  Myfelf  and  fifteen  others 
were  kept  alive  for  that  purpofe,  and  were  made  to  tra- 
vel a very  long  way  to  the  river  fide ; but  the  white  men 
did  not  come  this  year.  Upon  this,  we  were  carried  back 
towards  the  defert  of  Drexara,  in  order  to  wait  till  the 
next  year.  However,  fays  the  favage,  I am  fure  that  all 
my  companions  won’t  live  fo  long;  for  four  cut  of  the 
fixteen  have  been  eat  fince  our  return  from  the  river.  He 
afterwards  told  us  in  what  manner  he  had  efcap’d,  and 
how  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  three  of  his 
countrymen,  after  having  wandred  for  two  months, 
without  knowing  whither  they  were  going. 
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I have  fince  heard,  that  thofe  white  men,  with  whom 
the  favages  traded  for  their  prifoners,  were  the  Spaniards 
of  Penfacola , who  go  up,  at  a certain  feafon,  the  great 
river  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ; and  purchafe  (laves  for  an  incon- 
fiderable  quantity  of  brandy,  or  fome  merchandifes  of  no 
value. 

I order’d  the  Abaquis  to  withdraw,  after  he  had  ended 
his  relation;  and  the  deep  affliction  with  which  I was 
feiz’d,  not  permitting  me  to  attend  to  my  wife’s  grief, 
I did,  in  an  inftant,  what  I not  only  had  never  done, 
but  what  I thought  it  impoflible  for  me  to  do.  1 con- 
ceal’d in  my  heart,  the  deeped:  pangs ; and  tho’  I was 
ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  my  own  anguifh,  1 yet 
had  fo  much  ftrength  of  mind  as  to  afifume  an  air  of  tran- 
quillity ; and  thereupon  endeavour’d  to  comfort  my  wife 
as  well  as  I cou’d.  But  ’tison  this  occafion  that  I am  a- 
fraid,  no  one  will hencefor wards  pity  me.  Such  a part 
as  I have  been  able  to  aCf , and  which  I (ball  now  exhibit 
to  m y readers,  will  be  look’d  upon  as  fo  ftrange  a one,  and 
poffibly  fo  extraordinary  and  uncommon , that  in  cafe  my 
readers  are  fo  good  as  to  indulge  me  their  belief,  they  will 
undoubtedly  think  that  it  merits  admiration  rather  than 
pity.  Before  a perfon  can  befenfibleto  the  tender  emo- 
tions of  compaffion,  he  moll  either  have  been  tortur’d 
with  the  pangs  which  another  feels,  or  elfe  know  that 
his  mind  is  capable  of  being  affeCied  by  them.  But  no 
man,  fure,  ever  labour’d  under  fuch  calamities  as  mine 
and  indeed  few  will  be  able  to  comprehend  them. 

The  refolution  I therefore  form’d  that  inftant,  of  fup- 
prefling  the  inward  pangs  which  tortur’d  my  heart,  be- 
came a rule  to  me;  and  I have  fince  obferv’d  it  with  a 
furprizing  ftrength  of  mind.  However,  I did  not  per- 
ceive the  prodigioufly  difficult  task  I had  fet  myfelf : But 
the  great  affe&ion  I had  for  my  wife,  whofe  foul  I defir’d 
to  fortify  by  my  example,  engag’d  me  to  make  this  kind 
of  vow  in  fecret,  which  perhaps  was  too  rafh  a one.  I 
yet  have  been  fo  much  mafter  of  myfelf  as  to  put  it  in 
execution,  but  then  what  pangs  has  it  coft  me ! and  how 
imbitter’d  is  the  remembrance  of  it ! Deareft  Fanny  ! fays 
I to  my  wife,  we  are  to  thank  heaven  for  even  fuffering 
us  to  know  what  is  become  of  your  father.  Providence 
can  never  fail  to  affift  innocence  and  virtue.  The  truth 
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of  this  he  himfelf  has  prov’d,  by  thus  falling  into  the 
hands  of  favages,  who  are  not  fo  barbarous  as  their  com- 
panions j and  the  fame  prote&ion  will  be  indulg’d  him 
to  the  end.  Perhaps  he  may  e’re  this  time,  have  been 
deliver’d  up  to  thofe  whites,  whom  the  Abaquis  menti- 
on’d. Thefe  muft  either  be  Englijh,  Trench  or  Spaniards  ; 
and  of  what  part  foever  of  Europe  they  maybe,  he’ll  be 
fafe,  in  cafe  he’s  got  out  of  the  hands  of  the  favages. 
Yes,  fays  fhe,  arguing  but  too  juftly  on  the  fubjed  of 
our  fears  ; yes,  provided  he  is  got  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  favages;  but  what  probability  is  there  that  he  has  got 
out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  bloody-minded  wretches  ? 
*Tis  not  above  two  months,  according  to  the  relation  of 
the  Abaquis,  fince  they  return’d  from  their  great  river  ; 
they  won’t  return  to  it  till  next  year,  and  who  knows 
whether  they’ll  fpare  my  dear  father’s  life  fo  long?  She 
burft  into  tears  as  fhe  fpoke  thefe  words;  and  her  great 
tendernefs  reprefenting  the  thing  fire  fear’d  in  itsmoft 
dreadful  fhapes;  fhe  feem’d  to  be  under  as  great  terror, 
as  tho’  flie  had  feen  his  lordfhip  really  devour’d  by  fava- 
ges. To  comfort  her,  Iobferv’d,  that  as  thofe  favages 
were  us’d  to  barter  their  prifoners,  there  was  no  room 
to  doubt  but  they’d  ftill  continue  to  do  it  ; befides,  that 
I’d  prevent  the  effedfs  of  their  cruelty,  I being  reiolv’d 
to  put  myfelf  at  the  head  of  two  thoufand  Abaquis ; 
and  to  fet  out,  by  the  direction  of  the  favage  who  had 
accompanied  the  vifcount,  for  the  defert  of  Drexara  ; that 
heaven  would  condudi  me  in  this  enterprise,  as  it  fo  near- 
ly concern’d  his  goodnefs  and  juft  ice;  in  fine,  that  1 hop’d 
to  meet  with  the  vifcount  which  was  the  only  difficult 
point;  and  that  I wou’d  refcue  him  with  the  greateft: 
cafe. 

My  wife  had  too  much  judgment  to  delude  herfelf 
with  falfe  hopes.  She  was  as  fenfible  as  I cou’d  be,  how 
difficult  it  wou’d  be  to  put  mydefign  in  execution  ; and 
this  was  the  refolution  fhe  took  that  inftant.  Iam  per- 
fuaded,  fays  fhe  to  me,  that  you’ll  never  abandon  my 
father,  and  that  you’ll  perform  your  promife  in  all  it’s 
exrent;  but  Iamfure,  that  an  attempt  like  this,  will  be 
very  dangerous  and  uncertain.  You  cannot  leave  me 
here  behind  you.  Conftder  what  may  happen  to  me  in 
yourabfence?  not  to  mention,  that  if  you  onceaban- 
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don  me,  ’tis  a thoufandto  one,  whether  ever  wecome 
together  again.  The  only  thing  I cou’d  then  do,  wou’d 
be  to  accompany  you  in  your  expedition  ; and  then, 
we’ll  either  meet  with  my  father,  or  die  in  our  fearch 

after  him How  impracticable  foever  this  propofol 

might  be,  I yet  cou’d  not,  with  any  fhadow  of  reafon, 
oppofe  it.  However,  I laid  down  feveral  reafons,  which 
made  italmoft  impoffible,  as  we  had  not  coaches,  horfes, 
e rc.  for  either  herfelf  and  my  daughter,  Mrs.  Ruling 
and  our  women.  This  appear’d  to  me  an  infurmounta- 
ble  difficulty.  She anfwer’d,  that  fhe  was  fenlible  it  was 
fo,  but  affiir’d  me,  that  {he  was  not  any  ways  terrified 
upon  that  account ; that  they  would  travel  on  foot,  as 
long  as  they  were  able  to  walk  ; that  in  cafe  they  fhould 
happen  to  be  weary,  they  might  eafily  make  a kind  of 
litter,  which  our  Abaquis  fhould  carry;  and  that  in  cafe 
I fet  out  with  two  thoufond,  they  might  carry  it  by 
turns,  with  very  little  trouble  to  themfelves.  I then 
mention’d  provifionsas  another  great  difficulty  ; but  that 
fhe  affiir’d  me,  fhe  would  run  the  hazard  of  wanting; 
andrefolv’d,  in  like  manner  as  I did,  to  depend  on  the 
prodigious  number  of  wild  beaffs  which  arc  found  in  all 
parts  of  America,  of  which  our  favages,  fays  fhe,  may 
kill  as  many  as  they  pleafe. 

We’ll  fet  out,  fays  T,  clafping  her  in  my  arms;  we’ll 
fet  out,  deareft  of  creatures.  I admire  your  courage, 
and  will  perfuade  myfelf  that  heaven  wou’d  not  have 
inipir’d  you  with  it  were  we  nottofucceed.  I acquain- 
ted the  Abaquis  with  our  refolution  a little  after ; but 
mentioned  it  only  as  an  expedition,  which  I was  defir- 
ousof  undertaking,  purely  to  deliver  the  vifeount  from 
his  captivity,  and  revenge  the  death  of  our  compani- 
ons. The  whole  people  accepted  of  the  offer  with  the 
utmoff  joy ; but  as  I depended  more  on  bravery  and  an 
exaCt  difciplinc,  than  numbers,  I told  them,  that  I 
wou’d  have  thole  only  march  under  me,  who  had  learn’d 
the  military  arts  under  Mr.  Young fier  ; and  of  thefe,  I 
wou’d  form  a body  of  about  2000  ftrong  and  refolute 
fellows.  Tnofe  whom  weleft behind  usin  the  (ettlemenr., 
deem’d  very  loth  to  have  me  and  my  whole  family  leave 
’em?  but  they  did  not  once  fufpect,  that  this  was  the  Lift 
tune  they’d  ever  fet  eyes  on  ns  more.  Upon  any  other 
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occafion  but  this,  we  cou’d  not  have  lett  this  good  peo- 
ple but  with  the  utmoft  regret;  who,  during  our  long 
ftay  among  them,  had  difcover’d  the  utmoft  docility, 
fubmiftion,  and  affe&ion.  I can  never  forget  the  great 
kindnefs  they  fhew’d  us  ; and  I have  befought  heaven, 
ever  fince  I was  among  them,  to  increafe  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  virtue,  with  which  I endeavour’d  to  infpire 
them. 

Tho’  I had  fix’d  upon  a number  who  were  to  follow 
me  in  our  expedition ; I yet  could  notrefufe  fome  parti- 
cular perfons  who  had  always  given  me  the  higheft  tefti- 
moniesof  their  affe&ion,  their  defire  of  accompanying 
me  in  it.  I was  heartily  forry  that  I cou’d  not  gratify  old 
Iglou  in  this  particular  5 who,  not  confidering  his  great 
age  and  weaknefs,  offer’d  to  follow  me  round  the  world. 
However,  I permitted  his  daughter  Rem  to  attend  upon 
my  wife ; not  to  mention  that  her  great  fondnefs  for  us 
merited  this  rccompence  j I confider’d  that  fhe  might  be 
of  great  fervice  to  Fanny  upon  a thoufand  occafions ; at 
laft,  we  fet  out,  after  having  befought  God  to  fmile  up- 
on our  journey,  and  poured  out  our  hearts  before  him  in 
a moft  devout  manner. 

Heavens ! what  a fetting  out  was  this,  and  what  an 
undertaking  ! I hardly  knew  whither  to  bend  my  fteps. 
All  I fuppos’d,  was,  that  as  I was  in  Florida  beyond  the 
Apalatian  mountains ; the  gulph  of  Mexico  was  to  the 
fouthof  me,  and  the  coafts  of  the  north  fea  to  the  eaft. 
I believ’d,  that  very  probably  the  white  men  whom 
the  favages  had  mention’d  to  me,  were  Spaniards,  who 
came  up  fbme  great  river  from  the  gulph  of  Mexico  ; for 
1 did  not  know  of  any  as  far  as  the  point  of  Tegefia , which 
was  as  broad  as  that  the  favage  fpoke  to  me  of.  With 
regard  to  the defert  of  Drexara,  which  is  the  name  of  it 
tran  Hated,  I had  never  once  heard  the  leaft  mention  of  it : 
The  only  idea  I cou’d  have  of  its  fituation,  was,  from 
comparing  his  relation,  with  the  opinion  I entertain’d 
that  the  white  men  the  Abaquis  told  me  of,  were 
Spaniards  ; and  I concluded  from  thence,  that  this  defart 
muft  be  fituated  to  the  fouthof  us,  or  a little  more  to 
the  right,  weft  ward.  Indeed,  this  did  not  agree  with 
the  way  which  the  three  favages  whom  I fent  into  Caro - 
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linst,  had  gonej  and  with  their  meeting  with  theprifo- 
ner:  But  then  I knew  by  their  own  difcourfc,  that  they 
had  often  travelled  at  random;  and  I judg’d  by  the  great 
number  of  miles  they  travell’d,  that  they  had  gone  pro- 
digiouflyout  of  their  way.  Such  were  the  lights,  or 
rather  the  profound  obfcurity,  which  was  to  guide  us  in 
our  unhappy  voyage.  I mufl  neverthelefs  confefs,  in 
order  that  I may  not  give  too  terrible  an  idea  of  my  per- 
plexity, that  I entertain’d  another  hope,  without  which 
it  would  have  been  the  utmofl  folly  for  me,  to  have  thus 
thrown  myfelf  into  a labyrinth;  and  this  was,  that  I 
fhould  meet  with  feveral  nations  who  would  fet  me  in 
the  way  ; and  being  accompanied  with  fo  great  a body  of 
men,  I was  not  under  any  appreheniions  from  their  cruel- 
ty and  barbarity. 

We  travell’d  for  the  firft  week  with  no  manner  of 
difficulty.  Tho’  the  weather  was  prodigioufly  hot,  our 
Abaquis  did  not  feem  to  faint.  They  carried  the  four 
litters  in  which  the  women  were,  without  the  leaft  reluc- 
tance; and  as  they  reliev’d  one  another,  upon  the  lealf 
fignor  fymptom  of  wearinefs,  they  did  not  feem  to  be 
in  the  lead:  fatigued.  I encourag’d  them  as  well  as  I cou’d, 
by  marching  at  their  Head;  and  finding  that  1 flood  in 
thegreateflneedof  their  alii  fiance,  I put  on  an  air  of  refo- 
lution,  purpofely  to  animate  them.  Neverthelefs, 
whether  they  were  not  as  much  inur’d  to  fatigue,  as  the 
wandring  favages  who  are  ever  upon  their  feet;  or  that 
the  heat  and  change  of  air  might  take  away  their  fpirits; 
a great  number  of  them  were  on  a fudden  attack’d  with 
a dangerous  illnefs,  which  obliged  us  to  flop.  1 thereup- 
on made  choice  ot  an  agreeable  meadow,  in  which  I re- 
folv’d  to  continue  for  fome  days.  This  meadow  was  at  a 
very  little  di fiance  from  a river,  whofe  banks  were  co- 
ver’d with  tufted  trees,  which  afforded  a moft  grateful 
fhade,  and  kept  off  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun.  But 
notwithflanding  this  precaution,  yet  thirty  of  thebravefl 
of  my  favages  died  in  two  days.  Th.r  fwift  progrel's 
thedifeafe  made,  fbew’d  but  too  plainly,  that  it  was  of 
a contagious  nature.  I loll  fifteen  men  the  day  after ; and 
word  was  brought  me  continually,  that  a great  many  o- 
therswere  brought  to  death’s  door.  In  lefs  than  feven 
days  near  two  hundred  were  carried  off,  and  there  were 
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eight  hundred  in  a very  langai filing  condition.  As  I was 
under  the  moft  terrible  apprehenfions,  for  fear  my  wife 
fhould  catch  the  infection,  I oblig’d  her  and  her  women, 
to  retire  at  a diftance  from  the  main  body ; and  forbad 
any  favage,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  go  near  ’em.  I or- 
der’d Mr.  Young fler  to  take  care  of  them  ; and  in  the’ 
mean  time,  T endeavour’d  to  find  out  fome  remedy  againfl 
a difeafe,  which  made  fuch  fad  havock  among  the  poor 
Abaquis.  But  the  brave,  the  faithful  Youngfter,  was 
himfelf  feiz’d  with  this  deadly  diftemper  ; and  I faw  him 
breathe  his laft,  two  days  after,  in  the  moft  dreadful  ago- 
nies. 

The  wrath  of  heaven  purfued  me.  I was  undoubted- 
ly more  to  be  pitied,  than  the  many  unhappy  wretches 
who  expir’d  before  my  eyes;  altho’  my  conftitution  was 
fo  good,  as  to  preferve  me  from  the  intedted  air  which  I 
breath’d  every  inflant.  I was  continually  in  the  midft  of 
th eAbaquis,  exhorting,  comforting  and  enquiring  into 
the  nature  and  fymptoms  of  their  feveral  diftempers.  I 
feparated  the  lick  from  thofe  who  were  not  yet  infedted  ; 
I caus’d  the  dead  bodies  to  be  carried  off,  for  fear  they 
fhould  fpread  the  contagion  ; I flew  up  and  down  in  all 
places,  I myfelf  afliftedin  the  moft  laborious  part  of  the 
work,  and  took  more  pains  than  the  mcaneft  of  the  ra- 
vages. However,  I would  often  confider.  that  the  in- 
confideiate  zeal  I fhow’d,  might  prove  of  fatal  confe- 
quenceto  my  wife.  I was  always  afraid,  at  my  going 
home  to  her  in  the  evening,  of  infedting  her  with  the 
contagious  air  I had  breath’d.  Upon  this,  I refolv’d  to 
wafh  myfelf  every  day  in  the  river  before  I went  home 
to  her  ; and  not  to  wear  the  fame  skins  with  which  I co- 
ver’d myfelf  when  I vifitedthe  favages.  How  dreadful 
wou’d  have  been  the  confequences,  had  I mylelf  catch’d 
the  diftemper  1 dreadful  fear!  I diverted  my  mind  from 
thatrefledlion,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a criminal  who  is 
fentenc’d  to  die,  does  the  thoughts  of  his  execution.  I 
wou’d  affume,  tho’  this  was  thegreateft  pain  to  me,  a 
chearful countenance  whenever  I went  to  my  wife;  and 
fo  far  from  acquainting  her  that  the  difeafe  fpread  more 
and  more,  fb  as  to  carry  off  twelve,  fifteen,  and  fome- 
times  twenty  Abaquis  every  day ; I on  the  contrary  told 
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her  that  all  our  people  grew  better.  She  would  feign  as 
tho’  fhe  believ’d  me  ; and  at  the  lame  time  that  I thus  pal- 
liated our  evils,  purpofely  to  prevent  her  taking  them  too 
much  to  heart;  fhe,  on  the  other  lidc,  wou’d  pre- 
tend an  entire  ignorance  in  that  affair,  for  fear  of  gi- 
ving me  pain. 

In  this  dreadful  calamity,  ’twasa  great  happinefs  that 
herfelf,  our  little  daughter,  and  the  women,  continued 
in  per fedt  health.  We  {pent  three  weeks  in  this  place, 
and  did  not  once  fee  all  that  time,  the  leaft  likelihood 
that  our  miferies  wou’d  be  leflen’d.  Near  four  hundred 
of  my  favages  were  dead,  and  as  the  infedion  If  ill  con- 
tinued to  fpread,  I was  juft ly  apprehenfive  that  it  wou’d 
fweep  them  all  away.  I therefore  refolv’d  to  try  what 
a change  of  air  wou’d  do;  and  accordingly  order’d  the 
camp  to  remove  to  an  eminence,  which  did  not  appear  to 
be  above  a day’s  journey,  from  the  wide-extended  plains 
where  we  then  lay.  I commanded  the  favages  to  march 
off  with  all  imaginable  difpatch,  but  perceiv’d  that  they 
were  not  pleas’d  with  the  news.  Tho’  the  place  I direc- 
edthem  to,  lay  at  no  great  diftance  from  us;  yet  as  it 
wou’d  carry  us  farther  off  from  the  valley  of  the  ASaquis, 
fome  of  them  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  they  were 
abfolutely  determin’d  to  return  homeasfoonas  poffible. 
This  was  a irefh  fubjed  of  uneafinefs  to  me ; however, 
I wou’d  not  infill  upon  their  removal  the  way  I direded, 
purpofely  that  I might  be  the  better  able  to  find  out  di- 
redly  how  they  might  be  difpos’d.  I foon  found,  that 
they  had  affembled  for  feveral  nights  together,  in  order 
to  confider  what  refolution  it  wou’d  be  proper  for  them 
to  take;  and  as  they  were  grown  much  more  unruly 
lince  Mr .Yomgfters  death;  they  had  murmur’d  againft 
me,  as  tho’  I were  the  onlycaufe  of  all  their  calamities. 
I therefore  found ’em  fo  exafperated,  and  fo  little  difpos’d 
to  obedience,  that  I was  afraid  they  wou’d  rebel  in  a lit- 
tle time  againft  me.  This  muff  neceffarily  be  of  very 
fatal  coniequence.  The  leaft,  and  that  which  I muff 
naturally  exped,  was,  that  they  all  would  abandon  me 
at  once;  and  by  that  means  expofemeand  my  whole  fa- 
mily, to  the  mercy  of  wild  beafts,  or  favages,  who  are 
equally  cruel.  I fpent  fome  days,  in  folliciting  and  en- 
treating thofe  whofe  fidelity  1 leaft  fufpeded;  andbe- 
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fought  them  to  do  their  utmoft,  to  bring  over  their  com- 
panions. This  they  endeavour’d,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
Even  the  fightof  five  or  fix  hundred  ot  their  country- 
men, who  were  ftill  fick  ; and  whom  confequently 
they  wou’d  be  oblig’d  to  leave  behind  ’em,  did  not  make 
the  leaft  imprefiion  on  the  rebels ; and  cou’d  not  engage 
’em  to  ftay,  at  leaft,  till  they  were  recover’d.  None  of 
the  reafons  I gave  were  any  ways  effectual,  and  they  re- 
fus’d to  liften  to  any  of  ’em ; like  to  a flock  of  fheep, 
who  run  impetuoufly  together  towards  the  fame  place, 
when  they  are  excited  by  fome  impulfe,  the  caufe  ot 
which  is  even  unknown  to  ’em.  In  a word,  the  once 
fubmiflive,  obliging  Abxquis,  were  now  a multitude  of 
capricious  and  inflexible  favages. 

I now  look’d  upon  the  evil  as  paft  all  cure.  The  only 
remedy  I cou’d  think  of,  and  which  I refolv’d  to  try, 
ruin’d  the  whole  affair  ; as  it  gave  thofe  worthlefs 
wretches  an  opportunity  of  executing  their  refolutions 
at  once.  I caus’d  them  to  afiemble  round  me*  when 
reproaching  them,  haughtily,  with  their  inconftancy 
and  perfidy ; I added,  that  I was  neverthelefs  affur’d  that 
thefe  were  few  in  number,  and  that  great  numbers  among 
’em  were  difpos’d  to  continue  faithful ; that  I wasdefir- 
ousof  knowing  ’em,  and  diftinguifhing  ’em  in  the  ho- 
nourable manner  they  deferv’d  5 and  was  very  willing  to 
letfuchas  were  otherwife,  depart  forever  from  my  pre- 
fence, and  return  immediately  home.  I had  flatter’d  my- 
felf,  that  the  fear  of  pafiing  for  a fet  of  perfidious  crea- 
tures, would  force  them  .again  ft  their  wills,  to  be  obedi- 
ent. Upon  this  I gave  immediate  orders  for  all  fucli  as 
were  for  abandoning  me,  to  draw  off  to  the  left;  and 
defir’d  thofe  of  a different  refolution,  to  go  on  the  right. 
Having  faid  thefe  words,  I look’d  ftedfaftly  upon  ’em  ; 
and  during  fome  moments,  not  one  of ’em  offer’d  to  ftir 
from  his  place.  They  gaz’d  upon  one  another,  with  an 
air  of  aftonifhment  and  uncertainty.  At  laft,  fome  of 
themoft  rebellious  running  off  to  my  left,  they  were 
foon  follow’d  by  the  greateft  number.  Scarce  had  they, 
flood  a moment,  to  fee  whether  or  no  they  might  de- 
pend upon  one  another,  but  fettii  g up  a great  fhout, 
they  turn’d  their  backs  upon  me,  and  flew  like  lightning 
towards  their  valley.'  There  ftill  remain’d  about  three 
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hundred  on  my  right,  who  I imagin’d  wou’d  adhere  to 
me ; but  thefe  feeing  their  countrymen  take  to  their  heels  j 
and  having  look’d  upon  them  as  they  were  flying,  as  un- 
certain what  they  fhou’d  do  } they  made  off  likewife,  and 
cou’d  not  be  perfuaded  to  come  back  a moment}  tho’  I 
begg’d,  reproach’d,  and  did  all  I cou’d  to  engage  their 
Hay. 

How  wou’d  it  be  poffible  for  me  to  give  an  idea  in 
this  place,  of  my  forrow,  and  the  furprize  with  which 
I wasfeiz’d  ! I was  now  left  quite  alone  in  the  midft  of: 
the  meadow.  As  the  two  Englifhmen  who  furviv’d, 
were  with  my  wife  and  the  women}  and  as  the  place 
where  thefick  lay,  was  a quarter  of  a mile  off,  and 
fhaded  by  trees}  not  one  favage  was  left  with  me,  from 
whom  I cou’d  obtain  the  feeble  confolation  which  is  found 
when  we  reveal  our  woes  to  another.  I had  nodeflgn  to 
acquaint  my  wife  with  thefe  fad  reverfes } file  wor/d  have 
divided  ’em  with  me,  and  her  uneafinefs  wou’d  only  have 
fill’d  me  with  defpair } for  which  reafon  I was  forc’d  to 
conceal  ’em,  deep  in  my  bofom,  tho’  this  was  a mortal 
pain.  Upon  this  I feated  myfelf  on  the  grafs,  in  the 
very  place  where  I flood.  Tho’  heaven  feem’d  to  pour 
all  its  wrath  upon  me,  I yet  lifted  up  my  eyes,  and  be- 
fought  the  creator  to  commiferate  m y fu fferings.  I begg’d 
of  God,  in  cafe  he  did  not  think  fit  to  indulge  me  the 
confolation  which  might  leffen  my  forrows}  however  to 
point  out  to  me  how  I fhould  a£l}  and  give  me,  atleaft, 
lome  little  glimmerings  of  hope,  in  the  deplorable 
ftate  I was  reduc’d  to } and  to  which,  I believ’d,  no 
man  but  myfelf  had  been  ever  brought.  Gracious  God  ! 
fays  I a thoufand  times,  thou  canfl  not  delight  to  fee  thy 
creatures  in  defpair.  If  thy  works  were  the  effedt  of  all 
goodnefs,  how  canft  thou  take  pleafure  in  deftroy ing  ’em  ? 
What  is  to  be  my  fate  ? What  will'  become  of  the  vif- 
count,  my  unhappy  wife,  and  oun  innocent  daughter  ? 
To  what  purpofe  is  it  to  invoke  tnee,  if  thou  art  al- 
ways deaf  to  my  prayers  ? My  God  1 hear  me,  and  take  pity 
of  thy  unhappy  creatures. 

However,  after  having  been  thus  tortur’d  for  fome  time," 
I fummon’d  up  all  my  fpirits,  in  order  to  draw  from  the 
circumftances  of  ourmifery,  fuch  weakrefourcesas  me- 
thought  it  afforded.  I at  firft  fuppos’d,  that  we  had  no 
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other  courfeto  take,  but  to  return  back  to  th zAbaqtiis. 
After  I had  duly  confider’d  the  neceffity  there  was  that  we 
fhou’d  do  this,  I repented  from  my  heart,  that  I had  not 
yielded  to  the  impatience  of  the  fugitives.  But  as  this 
was  to  no  purpofe,  I examin’d  whether  there  was  any 
probability  of  my  being  fafe  among  the  favages,  after 
they  had  fo  bafely  abandon’d  me.  I imagin’d  they  would 
be  afraid  of  my  punifhing ’em ; and  either  a dread  of 
fhameor  punifhment,  fometimes  makes  thofe  complete 
villains,  who  were  but  partly  fo  before.  Neverthelefs,  I 
flatter’d  myfelf  tha:  it  would  be  poflible  for  me  to  recover 
their  efteem by  gentle  treatment;  but  there  were  two 
difficulties  Which  perplex’d  me  infinitely  more.  The  firft 
was;  thd’  dangers  to  which  we  fhculd  be  expos’d  in  the 
journey.  We  were  now  going  to  be  obnoxious  to  the 
infultsof  all  thofe  whom  heaven  might  think  fit  to  bring 
in  our  way;  but ’twas  equally  dangerous  which  way  fo- 
ever  we  might  ffiape  our  fteps ; nor  fhould  we  have  been 
fafer,  had  we  continued  in  the  place  where  we  were.  All 
therefore  that  cou’d  be  done,  was,  to  fubm.it  ourfelves 
to  providence,  and  flill  to  implore  its  affiflance.  The  fe- 
cond obftacle  was,  the  fatigue  which  rnuft  neceffarily  be 
unde^pone  in  a journey  of  ten  days  continuance,  which 
was  more  than  the  two  ladies  and  the  women  cou’d  go 
through.  Befidesthefe,  there  remain’d  Rem  only  and  the 
two  Engli fhmen. ; and  as  for  the  great  number  of  favages 
who  lay  fick . I cou’d  not  hope  for  theleaft  affiftance  from 
any  of  them.  The  two  women  wou’d  be  forc’d  to  walk 
on  foot,  how  fatiguing  foever  this  might  be;  and  I r«- 
folv’d,  in  conjunction  with  Rem,  to  carry  my  wife’s 
Titter,  and  that  the  two  Englifljmen  fhou’d  do  the  fame  fer- 
v ice  to  Mrs.  Ruling. 

I then  began  to  think  what  wou’d  become  of  the  un- 
happy favages,  whom  we  fhould  be  forc’d  to  leave  behind 
us.  The  difeafe  with  which  they  were  feiz’d,  made  ’em 
fo  weak  and  feeble,  that  they  cou’d  not  fo  much  as  hand 
upon  their  legs.  Death  continued  to  make  a havock  a- 
mong  them  daily,  and  my  prefence  cou’d  not  afford 
them  the  lead:  relief.  Neverthelefs,  after  having  long 
ponder’d  this  matter,  I found  humanity  would  not  fuffer 
me  to  leave  fo  many  poor  wretches,  in  fo  melancholy  a 
condition.  I cou’d  not,  indeed,  as  was  obferv’d  above, 
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contribute  in  any  manner  to  their  cure ; but  then  T obferv’c! 
that  my  vifits  were  fome  confolation,  which  ^hey  even 
affur’d  me  in  their  expiring  moments.  This  fufficiently 
determin’d  me  to  flay  with  ’em  To  long  as  any  fhould  con- 
tinue alive;  and  do  them  all  the  good  offices  I poffibly 
cou’d.  1 conlider’d,  farther,  that  they  had  undertaken 
this  journey  purely  for  my  fake,  and  in  compliance  with 
my  commands ; and  therefore  I thought  that  gratitude  o- 
blig’d  me  to  do,  what  tendernefs  and  humanity  prompted 
me  to  indulge  ’em . We  were  not  afraid  of  wanting  pro- 
vilions.  Our  perfidious  deferters,  having  hunted  after 
wild  beafts  for  three  weeks  together,  had  left  us  a pro- 
digious quantity  of  thefe;  and  alfo  eggs  of  different 
forts  of  birds,  of  which  we  made  our  moil  delicious 
repaffs. 

This  was  the  moft  rational  plan  that  heaven  cou’d  pof- 
fibly have  infpir’d  me  with,  in  fo  difficult  a jundfure  ; and 
the  only  one  it  was  proper  for  me  to  fix  upon.  But  my 
evil  ffarwas  to  get  the  bet'  er  of  all  myfchemes,  either  to 
deffroy , or  turn  them  wholly  to  my  ruin . 

I refolv’d  not  to  vifit  my  wife  fooner  than  I us’d  to  do  j 
for  fear  fhe  fhou’d  be  alarm’d,  to  fee  me  more  uneafy  than 
ufual.  I therefore  did  not  go  to  her  till  the  evening,  after 
having  vifitedthe  poor,  fick  Abaqui$\  and  inform’d  ’em 
of  the  perfidy  of  their  countrymen,  which  fill’d  ’em  with 
the  higheft  indignation.  They  were  fo  ftrongly  affected 
with  the  promife  I made  to  ftay  with  ’em, that  they  afiur’d 
me  they  cou’d  almoft  die  with  pleafure  for  my  fake ; 
and  thefe  tefti monies  of  their  gratitude,  made  fo  deep  an 
impreffion  on  me,  that  I thought  this  alone  overpaid  all 
1 had  done,  or  cou’d  do,  for  them.  Night  being  come, 
I went  to  my  wife,  who  did  not  yet  know  that  the  la- 
vages had  left  us;  I having  fix’d  her  in  a by-place.  It 
flood  behind  a little  hill,  which  feparated  it  from  the  mea- 
dow; and  being  fhaded  by  very  lofty  trees,  the  peftilen- 
tialair  did  not  annoy  them  in  the  lea  ft.  I made  her  a hut 
of  the  branches  and  leaves  of  trees,  in  which  fhe  cou’d  fit 
commodioufiy  enough  with  her  women ; fo  that  they 
were  in  no  fear  from  infection.  I ft  ill  continued  to  waffi 
myfelf  every  evening  in  the  river,  and  to  change  my 
clothes  a little  before  I came  into  the  hut.  Tho’  I was  a- 
gain  prey’d  upon  by  my  wonted  anxiety,  at  my  leaving 
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the  fick ; and  had  not  one  Toothing  refle&ion  till  I Taw  my 
wife  j I neverthelefs  a flam’d  a chearful  countenance  upon 
my  coming  into  her  hut.  She  immediately  enquir’d  how 
I did,  and  whether  the  lavages  were  better.  They  have  left 
us,  fays  1,  with  a very  compos’d  air.  Had  they  ftaid.  not 
one  of  ’em  wou’d  have  efcap’d ; we  ourfelves  (hall  be 
forc’d  to  return  back  to  the  valley,  as  Toon  as  our  fick  are 
either  dead  or  recover’d. 

Notwithftanding  I had  deliver’d  myfelf  without  the 
leaft  apparent  uneafinefs,  fhe  yet  was  prodigioufly  fur- 
priz’d  ; when  looking  ftedfaftly  upon  me,  in  order,  if 
poflible,  to  read  my  foul  thro’ my  eyes;  and  as  tho’  fhe 
were  perfuaded  that  this  was  owing  to  fome  extraordinary 
accident.  Mrs.  Riding  Teem’d  no  lefs  aftonifh’d  ; and  they 
both  endeavour’d  to  make  me  explain  myfelf  farther.  I 
continued,  however  to  conceal  the  truth  from  ’em  ; and 
even  confefs’d  that  there  was  fome  juftice  in  the  reproach- 
es they  made  me,  for  not  being  fo  prudent  as  to  oblige 
a few  of  the  Abaquis  to  flay  behind,  in  order  to  ferve  as  a 
guard.  In  this  manner  I was  oblig’d  to  fuftain  the  whole 
weight  of  this  terrible  event;  and  1 accuftom’d  my- 
felf, more  than  ever,  to  put  on  a philofophical  coun- 
tenance, even  when  prey’d  upon  by  the  molt  cruel 
pangs. 

’T was  five  weeks, which  was  to  melike  a continual  mar- 
tyrdom, of  fo  many  years,  before  the  ficknefs  abated  a- 
mong  the  lavages.  The  perpetual  reflections  which  I 
made  on  my  ill  fate ; my  fears  which cou’d  not  leflen,  fo 
long  as  I did  not  fee  any  glimmerings  of  hope;  the 
firuggles  I made  to  conceal  my  anxiety ; tortur’d  me  more 
during  that  fhort  time,  than  all  the  part;  misfortunes  of  my 
life.  At  laffc  the  infection  ceas’d ; and  there  fcarce  were 
left  threefcore  of  the  Abaquis,  among  five  hundred  who 
lay  fick  when  the  reft  ran  away.  I yet  thought  to  fet  out 
with  thefe  few  who  had  efcap’d  the  wrath  of  heaven ; 
and  defir’d  my  wife  to  give  me  her  opinion  of  it,  who  {bed 
tears  when  I mention’d  it  to  her.  I imagin’d,  as  fhe  did, 
that  her  grief  proceeded  wholly  from  the  neceflity  we 
were  under,  of  laying  afide  our  fearch  after  the  vifcount ; 
a reafon,  which  juftified  both  her  forrow  and  mine.  But 
file  has  fince  confeft  to  me,  that  her  heart  was  then  tor- 
tur’d with  fharper  pangs,  than  it  was  natural  for  our  pre- 
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fent  woes  to  excite ; whether  it  were,  that  the  uncertain- 
ty of  what  would  become  of  us,  rais’d  fuch  tumults  in 
her  breaft  as  (lie  cou’d  not  account  for;  or  that  itarofe 
from  fome  thing  which  whifper’d  to  her  the  dreadful 
calamities  we  fhould  undergo,  before  we  left  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

The  incident  I am  going  to  relate,  fhall  be  told  with  the 
utmoft  fimplicity ; and  is  of  fo  tragical  a nature,  that  it 
does  not  require  to  be  heightned  by  ornaments,  to  move  a 
reader,  who  is  not  a barbarian ; and  is  not  afham’d  of  be- 
ing a man,  that  is  fenfible  to  the  tender  emotions  of  pity 
andcompafiion.  However,  I fhall  not  pretend  to  defcri be 
what  I felt.  ExprelTion  was  invented  by  art ; a faithlefs 
mirror,  which  can  reprefent  but  very  imperfe&ly,  all  the 
ftrong,  the  intimate  fenfations  of  nature. 

Wefctout.  My  wife  trembled  as  we  were  going  a- 
way;  fhe  carried  our  dear  little  daughter  in  her  arms.  I 
embrac’d,  with  the  utmoft:  tendernefs,  thefe  dear  obiecfts 
of  myaffe&ion;  and  recommended  them  to  the  fuperior 
powers,  who  are  appointed  to  watch  over  innocence. 
Notwithftanding  the  Abaquis  were  fo  weak,  they  yet 
wou’d  not  fufifer  me  to  aftift  in  carrying ’em ; but  fhar’d 
this  fatigue  among  themfelves,  and  reliev’d  one  another 
by  turns.  Mrs.  Ruling  was  alfo  carried.  I walk’d  at  my 
wife’s  fide,  always  deeply  involv’d  in  thought;  but  efpe- 
cially  on  the  reception  we  might  expedt  to  meet  with  from 
the  Abaquis. 

We  had  now  tra veil’d  two  days,  and  eafily  found  the 
way  by  which  we  came.  Some  of  my  favages,  whom 
I had  bid  to  go  on  before  for  our  greater  fafety,  and  order’d 
to  call  their  eyes  incefiantly  round  them,  ftopt  on  the  top 
of  a hill.  After  having  gaz’d  a few  moments  about  them, 
they  came  running  towards  us  with  prodigious  fpeed.  As 
they  were  near  a quarter  of  a mile  from  us,  I waited  for 
their  coming  up;  hoping,  in  cafe  they  brought  ill  news, 
that  I fhould  have  time  to  retire  either  to  the  right  or  left 
with  all  my  people.  I kept  my  eyes  continually  upon  my 
fcouts.  Scarce  were  they  got  to  the  bottonf  of  the  hill, 
when  I faw  thirty  or  forty  perfons  on  the  top  of  it,  who 
feem’d  to  purfue  ’em ; but  ftopt  on  a fudden,  when  they 
faw  fo  great  a number;  all  my  favages  being  now  got 
round  me.  As  it  wou’d  be  an  eafy- matter  for  us  to  engage 
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twenty  or  thirty  men,  I did  not  think  it  prudent  to  dif- 
coverthe  leaft  fymptoms  of  fear;  efpecialiy  as  they  had 
diicover’d  us;  and  that  it  v/ould  he  impoffible  for  us  to 
efcape’em,  incafethey  fhould  refolve  to  com;  up  with  us. 

I evenrefolv’d  after  a moment’s  deliberation,  to  detatch 
part  of  my  favages.  who  fhould  advance  towards  ’em 
with  the  two  Englishmen  at  their  head,  to  prevent  an  at- 
tack, in  cafe  they  came  upon  a villainous  defign;  and  I 
myfelf  flay’d  behind  to  guard  my  wife,  having  fifteen 
of  the  Abaquis  with  me,  w ho  were  to  be  as  a corps  de  referve . 
Whilft  I was  thus  dividing  my  favages,  Ifawamuch 
greater  number  of  men  advance  upon  the  hill;  fo  that  I 
believ’d  there  might  be  at  lafl  near  five  or  fix  hundred  of 
them.  1 then  found  that  I flood  in  need  of  the  protec- 
tion of  heaven  ; and  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to 
get  out  of  this  danger,  either  by  flratagem  or  force  of 
arms. 

Thou  knoweft  myGod  1 with  what  warmth  1 invok’d 
thy  aid.  The  feveraldeep  fighs  that  came  from  my  heart, 
were  fo  many  ardent  prayers,  by  which  I begg’d  for  thy 
powerful  fuccour.  I conjur’d  my  wife  no;  to  Air  from 
the  litter ; andconfefs’d  to  her  in  one  word,  that  we  were 
in  the  utmoft  danger.  However,  fays  1,  my  dear,  don’t 
let  fear  overcome  you,  and  let  us  not  do  any  thing  impru- 
dently : Heaven  does  not  fometimes  -indulge  its  fuccour, 
till  the  danger  is  extreme ; and  perhaps  it  has  referv’d 
it  for  us  till  this  inftant.  My  heart  was  fo  oppreft  as  I 
fpoke  thefe  words,  that  I was  not  capable  of  entertaining 
the  leaft  hopes.  1 ckfp’d  her  fora  moment  to  my  breaft, 
when  fhe  begg’d  me  not  to  endanger  my  life,  but  to  re- 
member that  I ow’d  it  to  her,  and  our  dear  daughter.  I 
made  her  no  anfwer,  for  fear  of  heightening  her  forrows, 
by  letting  her  fee  mine ; and  fqueezing  her  hand,  I left 
her  tally  determin’d  to  advance  in  perfon  againft  our 
enemies. 

This  I was  prompted  to  from  two  reafons;  firft  from 
the  fear  I was  under,  that  in  cafe  we  fhould  fight  too  near 
the  place  where  the  women  flood,  they  would  be  in  dan- 
ger from  the  arrows ; the  fecond  was,  -a  ftrong  defire  1 had 
to  try  thedifpofition  of  thefe  favages  before  we  engag’d, 
or  fuffer’d  them  to  come  nearer.  My  fcouts  could  not 
tell  me  any  tiling  more  than  what  1 myfelt  had  feen. 

They 
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They  had  taken  to  their  hceels,  as  I before  obferv’d,  upon 
finding  themfelves  purfued.  Having  therefore  not  one 
moment  to  lofe,  I left  the  Englijhmm  with  my  wife ; and 
commanding  my  fixty  Abaquis  to  follow  me,  I march’d 
towards  the  enemy  with  an  air  of  refolution,  who  ad- 
vanc’d in  much  better  order,  than  favagesare  us’d  to  do. 
Being  perhaps  furpriz’d  to  find  us  fo  intrepid,  tho’  we 
were  fo  few  in  cumber,  they  halted  at  about  an  hundred 
paces  from  us.  1 ftill  advanc’d  forward  ; intending  to 
go  off  from  the  reft  and  prefent  myfelf  before  ’em,  in 
fuch  a manner  as  fhew’d  I fued  for  peace.  Butfcarcehad 
we  advanc’d  a few  fteps  farther,  when  one  of  the  Abaquis 
told  me  we  were  undone ; the  favages  before  us  being  the 
Rouintons.  Thefe  words  fill’d  me  with  inexprefiible  ter- 
ror. Heavens!  the  Rouintons ! I was  motionlefs  like  a 
ftetue,  not  knowing  what  courfe  to  take.  The  enemy 
who  prefentlydifeover’d  my  companions  to  be  Abaquis , 
difeharg’d  a fhower  of  arrows  upon  us.  My  favages  had 
hitherto  flood  their  ground  being  perfuaded  that  my  great 
skill  in  war,  wou’d  make  ’em  victorious;  buttheinftant 
they  faw  what  enemies  they  had  to  engage  with,  they 
immediately  took  to  their  heels.  If  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  made  their  flight  excufable,  it  yet  was  not  of 
any  fervice  to  them ; for  their  cruel  enemies  purfued  ’em 
foclofely,  that  not  a foul  of  them  efcap’d. 

When  they  began  to  run  away,  I was  come  within 
thirty  paces  of  the  Rouintons.  Poffibly,  I myfelf  fhou’d 
have  fled,  had  my  wife,  my  child  and  Mrs.  Riding  been 
out  of  danger;  but  as  matters  were  otherwife,  1 was  de- 
termin’d to  offer  mine  as  afacrifice,  to  preferve  thofe  who 
were  dearer  to  me  than  myfelf;  and  in  cafe  1 cou’d  not 
make  it  of  fervice  to ’em,  the  only  happinefs  I cou’d  wifh, 
was,  to  lofe  it.  A moment’s  reflexion  fuggefted,  that 
refiftance  wou’d  be  vain ; and  thereupon  I threw  down  my 
arms,  to  fhew  the  Rouintons  I did  not  intend  to  make  ufe  of 
them.  Some  of  thefe  took  me  prifoner,  while  the  reft 
were  purfuing  the  Abaquis.  They  foon  perceiv’d  that  I 
was  not  born  among  the  people,  whom  they  hated  with 
fo  much  inveteracy ; they  gaz’d  forfome  time  upon  my 
drefs,  anddidnotdifeoverthe  leaft  figns,  as  tho’  they  inT 
tended  to  ufe  me  ill. 
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Tho’  their  language  differ’d  pretty  much  from  that  of 
the  Abaquis,  I yet  found  it  bore  fo  much  affinity  with  it, 
that  I flatter’d  myfelf  I cou’d  make  them  underftand  me. 
Brave  people,  fayslto’em,  in  a moft  fubmiffive  tone  of 
voice,  I am  not  your  enemy.  I am  an  unhappy  ftranger, 
whom  chance  has  conducted  into  this  defert  ; and  who 
was  coming  to  you  with  the  Abtaquis,  purely  to  fue  for 
your  protection  and  friend fhip.  I implore  your  pity  for 
my  own  life,  and  for  that  of  my  family  who  are  going 
to  fall  into  your  hands;  fuffer  your  hearts  to  be  touch’d 
withcompaffion,  for  a man  that  never  did  you  the  lead: 
injury.  Thefe  mercilels  favages  look’d  upon  one  another 
with  a grin,  or  rather  gnaffi’d  their  Teeth  in  a moft  dread- 
ful manner.  Their  glances  were  ftrong  and  fparkling, 
but  cruel  and  malicious,  like  thofe  of  a tyger.  They 
were  fhort  of  ftature  and  fquat ; and  their  mouths  were 
frightfully  wide.  I judg’d  that  they  had  not  yet  difcover’d 
my  wife;  for  having  turn’d  my  eyes  towards  her  leafy 
hut,  as  foon  as  I had  done  ipeaking  to  them,  they  ran  to- 
wards it.  The  moft  nimble  foon  got  up  to  her,  during 
which  a few  of  ’em  led  me  after ’em,  holding  me  faft  by 
my  two  arms.  My  heart  then  funk  within  me;  and  I 
thought  the  fatal  moment  was  at  hand,  when,  what 
I valued  above  all  things,  would  be  unmercifully  but- 
cher’d. 

I was  now  come  up  to  the  litter,  when  I found  that  my 
deareft  creature  was  fallen  into  a fwoon,  with  our  fweet 
babe  in  her  arms,  juft  ready  to  drop  from  ’em,  and  to 
have  its  brains  dafh’d  out.  Perhaps  the  favages  thought 
my  wife  was  dead,  for  they  did  not  offer  to  fuccour  her ; 
but  were  taken  up  with  gazing  upon  Mrs.  Riding  and  the 
two  women  who  had  not  fainted  away,  but  then  the 
fright  they  were  in,  bereav’d  them  of  their  fpeech.  As 
I did  not  value  what  became  of  me  on  this  dreadful  occa- 
fion,  I forc’d  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  who  held  me  ; 
and  threw  myfelf  upon  my  wife’s  face,  in  fuch  an  excefs 
of  grief  as  it  wou’d  be  impoffible  to  defcribe.  I fup- 
ported  the  dear  Infant  with  one  hand ; and  endeavour’d  at 
the  fame  time  to  revive  my  wife,  by  putting  my  lips  to 
hers,  as  it  were  to  infpire  her  with  a little  of  the  ftrength 
with  which  I wasftill  inform’d.  At  laft  Are  open’d  her 
eyes.  Where  is  my  daughter,  fays  Che?  and  feeing  the 
babe  in  my  arms ; Alas  I my  dear  Mr.  Cleveland , fays  fhe 
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a figh  {Vie  fcarce  had  ftrength  to  vent ; give  me  my  child ; 
don’tleave  me;  my  heart  can  bear  up  no  longer  ; are  we 
not  undone?  I had  but  juft  time  to  fpeak  a comfortable 
wordortwo.  God,  faysl,  cannot  abandon  us,  without 
being  guilty  of  the  greateft  cruelty.  Take  a little  cou- 
rage} the  lavages  have  not  yet  us’d  me  ill } and  who 
knows  but  they  may  commiferate  our  diftrefs  ? 

While  this  was  doing,  thofe  who  had  purfued  the  Abet- 
qtiis,  having  foon  overtaken  ’em,  return’d  in  triumph 
with  their  prey  } and  as  they  came  forwards,  broke  into 
fuch  {bouts  of  joy,  as  chill’d  the  blood  in  my  veins.  Thefe 
were  got  up  with  us  in  a moment,  when  fo  many  of  ’em 
crouded  about  my  wife,  out  of  curiolity,  to  fee  her, 
that  they  drove  me  at  a great  diftance  from  her.  How- 
ever, they  did  not  once  attempt  to  ufe  her  ill } but  then 
flie  was  almoft  frighted  to  death,  to  fee  herfelf  thus  be- 
come the  gazing  ftock  of  a multitude  of  hideous  favages } 
fome  of  whom  took  her  hands  and  view’d  them,  darting 
their  fierce  eyes  upon  her  at  the  fame  time.  I ftill  held  our 
dear  infant  in  my  arms.  ’Twas  to  no  purpofe  to  employ 
entreaties,  nor  cou’d  we  be  once  heard,  amidft  the  tumul- 
tuous joys  of  thofe  furious  favages.  To  which  among 
them  could  I have  direded  myfelf  ? They  feem’d  to  de- 
fpife  me,  and  to  look  upon  me  as  a cowardly,  mean-fpirit- 
ed  wretch,  feeing  me  carry  the  child  in  my  arms,  with  fo 
dejeded  an  air } infomuch  that  they  wou’d  not  fo  much  as 
look  upon  me.  I at  laft  got  nearer  to  my  wife ; and  the 
croud  moving  off,  I fat  down  by  her  litter.  1 know  not 
yet,  fays  I,  deareft  creature,  what  providence  intends  to  do 
with  us  3 but  let  us  hope  that  heaven  will  be  ftill  gracious : 
conlider  it  has  already  wrought  almoft  a miracle  in  our  fa- 
vour, by  fuffering  thefe  barbarians  to  fpare  us,  in  the  firffc 
tranfportsof  their  fury.  My  wife  was  fo  oppreft  with 
grief,  that  fhe  cou’d  hardly  make  me  one  word  of  anfwer. 
Give  me,  my  dear  babe,  lays  fhe}  which  I did.  Upon 
this,  her  tears,  which  forrow  had  fuppreft  till  this  mo- 
ment, began  to  ftream  from  her  eyes,  as  foon  as  fhe  had 
got  the  infant  in  her  arms.  She  hugg’d  it,  as  tho’  {he  were 
refolv’d  never  to  part  from  it.  O Lord/  fays  fhe,  how 
happy  ftiould  I be  were  I once  out  of  this  vale  of  miferies j 
but  take  pity  on  my  husband,  and  my  poor  helplefs  daugh- 
ter. ’Twas  fome  confolation,  to  fee  Mrs.  Riding  and 
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her  women  about  her,  they  not  being  deny’d  that 
liberty. 

I trembled  to  think  how  all  this  would  end.  The  fa- 
vages-were  aflembled  round,  at  about  feven  or  eight  yards 
from  us  j the  unhappy  Abaquis  alfo  (landing  in  the  mid- 
dle, whofe  fate  the  Rouintons  feem’d  now  deciding.  At 
laft  the  crowd  began  to  wheel  off,  and  divided  themfelves 
into  fix  bands : The  threefcore  Abaquis  were  likewife  di- 
vided in  the  fame  manner,  and  each  band  took  an  equal 
number  of  them.  Immediately  they  fearched  for  wood 
round  about  the  foreft  ; and  made  other  preparations 
which  I fuppos'd  to  be  the  prelude  to  a dreadful  facri- 
ficej  for  I did  not  doubt  but  the  Rouintons  intended  to 
burn  their  enemies  alive.  This  made  me  bewail  their 
fate,  and  I was  feiz’d  with  the  moft  cruel  pangs,  when 
I found  I fhould  be  a fpedator  on  this  (hocking  occa- 
£on. 

But  a circumftance  which  furpriz’d  me  prodigioufly, 
was,  to  fee  'em  not  only  chearful,  but  even  fo  gay  as  to 
ling  ; tho’  they  had  appear'd  fo  dejedled  but  a moment 
before,  and  cou’d  not  but  know  the  cruel  death  they  were 
to  fuffer.  One  wou’d  have  concluded,  that  they  were 
determin'd  to  infult  their  mercilefs  vidtors;  and  that  be- 
ing loft  to  all  hopes,  they  were  unanimoufly  refolv'd  to 
brave  their  enemies,  and  not  difcover  the  leaft  tokens 
of  weaknefs  or  fear.  I even  heard  thefe  ill-fated  wretch- 
es cry  aloud,  that  they  themfelves  had  treated  the  Rouin- 
tons after  the  very  fame  manner  ; and  had  either  cut  to 
pieces,  or  burnt,  a multitude  of  ’em  in  their  laft  wars. 
At  laft,  the  fires  being  lighted,  the  Rouintons  of  each  band 
took  only  three  of  their  prifoners  j when  inftead  of 
throwing  them  into  the  flames,  as  I imagin'd  they  wou’d 
have  done,  they  tied  'em  to  flakes  which  flood  very 
dole  to  the  fire ; fo  that  thefe  unhappy  Abaquis  were  tor- 
tur’d with  the  heat  of  the  fire,  which  foon  chang’d  the 
colour  of  their  skin.  Thus  were  they  roafted  alive  by 
flow  degrees,  which,  however,  had  not  the  power  to 
fhake  their  refolution.  Their  companions,  tho’  they 
waited  the  like  doom,  did  neverthelefs  exhort  them  to  be- 
have manfully  ; at  the  fame  time  that  their  barbarous  ene- 
mies fhouted  for  joy,  and  dancing  round,  treated  ’em  in 
a moft  injurious  manner, 
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This  was  but  the  opening  of  afcene,  theconclufionof 
which  was  to  be  infinitely  more  terrible.  When  that 
the  three  Abaquis  out  of  each  band  were  quite  dead ; the 
Commons  loos’d  their  bodies  from  the  flake,  which  be- 
ing quite  roafled,  they  fat  down  in  a ring,  and  prepar’d 
to  diflribute  thefe  dreadful  eatables  among  themfelves. 
Accordingly  the  carcafles  were  cut  up,  a piece  of  which 
were  given  to  each  ot  them,  when  they  began  the  mofl 
horrid  of  allfeafls,  in  the  utmoft  raptures  of  joy.  We, 
till  now,  had  preferv’d  fo  much  ftrength  of  mind  as  to 
look  upon  all  they  were  doing ; but  this  laft  fight  was  fo 
prodigioufly  fhocking,  that  we  cou’d  not  view  it  any 
longer,  and  thereupon  we  hung  down  our  heads  and  fhut 
our  eyes.  We  continued  in  this  pollute,  till  they  had 
ended  their  execrable  meal ; and  had  not  the  power  to 
once  open  our  lips,  to  exprefs  the  horror  with  which  we 
were  feiz’d. 

I know  not  what  my  wife  thought  of  all  this  ; but 
as  for  my  own  ideas,  they  were  confus’d  beyond  imagi- 
nation. The  judicious  reader  will  believe,  that  my  an- 
guifh  did  not  proceed  altogether  from  the  fight  of  fo  bar- 
barous a fcene  ; and  chat,  at  the  fame  time,  as  a bare  fen- 
fation  of  humanity,  made  me  fo  deeply  concern’d  for.  the 
fad  fate  of  the  Abaquis,  I was  tore  to  pieces  with  reflec- 
tions of  another  kind.  Altho’  the  treatment  which  the 
Rouintons  had  hitherto  fhewn  us,  was  far  from  barbarous ; 
befides  my  knowing  certainly,  that  as  it  was  not  their 
general  cuflom  to  devour  men,  but  only  on  thofe  occa- 
fions  in  which  mofl  of  the  Americans  are  cannibals,  I 
mean  with  regard  to  the  prifoners  they  take  in  war  ; I 
therefore  cou’d  not  conclude  that  they  would  put  us  to 
death,  becaufe  they  had  us’d  the  Abaquis  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner ; yet  notwithflanding  this  refledtion,  my  fears 
were  as  great  as  ever.  ’Tis  in  vain  for  the  mind  to  arm 
itfelf  with  fortitude;  our  fears  are  not  always  proporti- 
onable to  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger,  but  to  the  value 
we  have  for  thofe  things  which  we  are  afraid  of  lofing. 
Had  I not  juft  reafon  to  be  feiz’d  with  the  moft  terrible 
apprehenfions,  confidering  the  barbarity  which  threatned 
thole  who  were  fo  dear  to  me  ? Were  we  not  in  the  hands 
of  a multitude  of  cruel  favages  ? Wou’d  it  be  poflihle  for 
us  to  make  the  leaft  oppofition,  in  cafe  they  fhou’d  take 
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it  into  their  .heads  to  ufe  us  ill  ? — - I then  would  fay  to 
myfelf ; no,  they’ll  never  have  fuch  an  inclination — 
Alas  1 my  reafon  was  not  ftrong  enough,  to  calm  fo 
dreadful,  fo  natural  an  apprehenfion.  But  farther,  fup- 
pofing  that  the  example  of  the  Abttquis  ought  not  to  have 
alarm’d  me  ; cou’d  I yet  fay  what  might  happen  the 
next  moment  ? Among  the  numberiefs  things  I had  to 
dread,  was  there  one  which  could  naturally  infpire  me 
with  the  lead  hopes  ? What  could  we  expert  from  the 
greated  indulgence  of  fortune,  but  the  extremes  of  mi- 

fery  ? In  this  manner  I view’d  my  eyils  in  all  lights. 

So  far  from  feeding  myfelf  with  imaginary  hopes,  I dai- 
ly reprefented  to  my  imagination,  the  word  that  cou’d 
poflibly  happen ; and  after  I had  thus  confider’d  things  in 
their  mod  dreadful  fhapes,  it  fo  happen’d,  that  the  blow 
with  which  I was  threatned,  was  more  terrible  than  any 
thing  I had  yet  figur’d  to  myfelf. 

The  fix  bands  of  the  Rouiraons , had  poded  ’emfelves  in 
fuch  a manner,  that  they  almod  furrounded  us.  After 
the  bloody  execution  was  ended,  the  greated  part  of 
them  fell  afleep.  I found,  however,  that  they  had  fenfe 
enough  to  obferve  fome  order  and  take  a few  precauti- 
ons. I obferv’d  that  they  appointed  a guard  to  watch 
■over  the  prifoners.  Some  of  thefe  came  up  to  me.  I 
took  that  opportunity  to  befeech  them,  in  the  fofted 
terms,  to  tell  me  what  was  to  be  our  fate.  But,  whe- 
ther it  were  that  they  did  not  rightly  underdand  me $ 
or  had  our  little  company  in  theutmod  contempt  j they 
anfwer’d  me  only  by  a horrid  grin.  I then  endeavour’d 
to  move  'em  by  my  prayers  and  entreaties,  but  ’twas 
all  to  no  purpofe.  When  night  was  come,  we  were 
guarded  as  dridtly  as  the  Abaquis ; and  the  next  day,  the 
lame  cruel  fead  was  again  made,  which  was  to  lad  till 
all  the  Abaquis  were  devour’d,  and  this  happen’d  four 
days  after.  By  good  fortune  we  dill  had  our  provifi- 
ons,  and  thefe  they  did  not  touch.  But  I cou’d  fcarce 
perfuade  my  poor  dear  wife,  to  eat  a little,  in  order  to 
fupport  nature. 

At  lad,  our  enemies  having  nothing  farther  to  do  in  the 
place  where  we  then  were,  my  blood  curdled  in  my  veins 
when  I reflected  on  the  fate  which  perhaps  attended  us. 
I obferv’d  all  their  motions ; they  now  were  preparing 
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to  fetout,  when  twenty- five  or  thirty  of  ’em  coming  up 
to  me,  bid  us  rife  and  follow  ’em.  We  obey’d  the  com- 
mand inftantly.  I intended  that  the  two  Englifhmen 
fhould  carry  Mrs.  Riding’s litter,and  Rew  and  I my  wife’s ; 
but  the  barbarous  wretches  feeing  this,  took  the  litters 
from  us,  which  they  broke  to  pieces,  and  forc’d  us  to 
walk.  I then  took  up  the  child  in  my  arms,  and  fup- 
porred  my  wife  with  the  other.  I bid  the  two  Englifh - 
men  lend  the  fameaffiftance  to  Mrs.  Riding , who  was  fb 
far  advanc’d  in  years,  and  fo  corpulent,  that  file  cou’d  not 
walk  an  hundred  fteps  without  a fupport.  We  walk’d 
for  about  half  an  hour  in  this  manner,  when  Mrs.  Riding 
declar’d,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  her  to  go  a ftep 
farther;  and  thereupon,  venting  a deep  figh,  file  told  me, 
that  as  (he  was  not  able  to  go  any  farther,  fiie  was  re- 
folv’d  to  die  in  the  place  where  we  flood.  Immediately 
fomething  Teem’d  to  whifper  tome,  that  her  death  was 
at  hand,  and  thereupon  Ibefought  her  to  fummon  up 
her  fpirits,  but  ’twas  in  vain.  But  as  (lie  cou’d  not  be 
prevail’d  with  to  rife  up ; or  rather,  as  file  had  not  ftrength 
enough  to  do  it,  the  favages  came  up.  They  view’d 
her  for  fome  time,  and  having  confulted  together  for 
fome  time,  they  all  fhouted  after  they  had  taken  their  re- 
folutions,  and  thereupon  mofl  of  them  came  and  feated 
themfelves  round  us.  Unhappily  my  arm  was  fomuch 
tir’d  with  carrying  my  dear  little  girl,  that  I was  forc’d 
to  give  her  to  one  of  my  wife’s  women.  This  the  Ron - 
intons  took  notice  of ; and  poflibly  occafion’d  her  being 
included  in  the  dreadful  fentence  which  was  pafl  on  Mrs. 
Riding . As  they  wanted  to  make  all  the  haftepoflfrble,  they 
therefore  were  refolv’d  to  rid  ’emfelves  of  every  thing  that 
wou’d  retard  it. 

I feek  for  reafons  to  juftify  their  barbarity.  Alas ! 1 feek 
for  fome  ; for  who  otherwife  cou’d  ever  believe,  that 
there  were  monflers  under  a human  fliape,  capable  of  per- 
petrating fuch  bloody  crimes?  Mrs.  Riding  was  immedi- 
ately feiz’d  by  a dozen  of  rhofe  inhuman  brutes.  She  cri- 
ed aloud  for  mercy,  but  as  fhe  was  foon furrounded  with 
a multitude  of  rhefe  butchers,  their  fhoutsfeon  drown’d 
her  voice,  and  I prefently  loft  fight  of  her.  A moment 
after,  fome  of  the  favages  tore  my  dear,  harmlefs  infant, 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  woman  who  carried  her.  A’as  ! 
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knowing  their  defign  but  too  well,  I flung  my  felf  upon 
’em  in  a tranlport  of  grief;  I threw  down  feveral 
of  ’em  who  offer’d  to  flop  me,  and  got  at  laft  to  my  un- 
happy child.  But  what  could  I do  after  all  ? She  was  car- 
ried away  in  an  inftant,  and  flopping  me,  they  beat  me 
to  the  ground.  They  likewife  ftopt  my  unfortunate 
wife,  who  had  rufh’d  with  no  lefs  fury  than  myfelf  on 
our  barbarous  enemies.  They  likewife  ftopt  our  Englijh- 
men,  and  the  two  women  ; and  as  I ftill  continued  to 
ftruggle  tho’  I was  on  the  ground,  they  tied  my  hands 
and  feet,  and  did  the  fame  to  all  the  reft  of  us. 

It  was  now  impoflTible  for  me  to  ftir.  My  reafon, 
which  feem’d  to  be  darkned  by  the  violent  tumults  of 
my  foul,  abandon’d  me  fo  far,  that  I gnaw’d  the  ground 
in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  rage;  and  now confidering 
no  longer,  what  I ow’d  to  my  wife  any  more  than  my 
felf,  I was  incapable  for  fome  moments  of  once  think- 
ing or  refledting.  A violent  throbbing  at  my  heart,  be- 
reav’d  me  even  of  the  power  to  breathe  one  Angle  com- 
plaint. A few  interrupted  words  broke  from  me,  fuch 
as  oh  ! my  daughter  ! Alas  ! my  child ! O i barbarous 
villains  thus  to  tear  her  from  me ! My  face,  which  I 
preft  againft  the  ground,  was  bath’d  in  tears ; and  the  racks, 
the  fcourges  which  fore  my  heart  to  pieces,  were  a thou- 
fand  times  more  painful,  than  the  pangs  of  death  are 
thought  to  be. 

Neverfhelefs,  my  wife  lay,  at  a little  diftance  from 
me,  in  much  the  fame  pofture.  More  happy  than  my- 
felf in  thefe  firft  moments  of  horror,  (he  had  fainted  a- 
way,  and  was  equally  motionlefs  as  tho’  fhe  had  been  in 
the  arms  of  death.  It  was  not  long  before  I began  to 
think  of  her,  and  to  conlider  how  much  fhe  wanted  my 
afliftance.  I open’d  my  eyes,  when  I faw  her  in  the 
condition  I juft  now  mention’d.  Let  the  reader  figure 
to  him  felf,  in  cafe  this  be  poflible,  my  fore  afflidfion  j 
divided  equally,  between  the  impulfes  of  paternal  ten- 
dernefs,  and  thofe  of  conjugal  love.  I recover’d  my 
voice,  when  I addrefs’d  her  in  the  moft  tender,  the  moft 
melting  expreflions.  She  was  pale,  and  feem’d  to  have 
loft  all  her  vital  warmth,  and  ’twas  a long  time  before  fhe 
recover’d  from  her  fwoon.  The  Rouintons  who  flood 
round,  gaz’d  upon  us  without  fhewing  the  leaft  pity,  or 
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once  offering  to  affift  us.  As  fhe  did  not  difcover  the 
lead  fymptoms  of  life,  I concluded  fhe  was  really  dead, 
and  immediately  refolv’d  not  to  furvive  her  long.  I 
threw  myfelf  down  by  her,  and  begg’d  of  heaven  to 
put  a period  to  my  torments,  by  difcharging  me  of 
the  intolerable  burthen,  life  ; and  thereupon  fhut  my  eyes, 
with  a firm  refolution  never  to  open  them  more. 

When  I begg’d  of  God  to  take  me  out  of  this  vale  of 
miferies,  ’twas  a favour  Ifuedfor,  which  however  was 
not  indulg’d  me.  ’Twou’d  have  been  a great  happinefs, 
both  for  my  wife  and  myfelf,  had  the  earth  open’d,  and 
fwallow’d  us  up.  But  we  werefentenc’d  to  live  many 
years  more,  and  to  a long  courfeof  fufferings.  I conti- 
nued above  a quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  pofture  above  men- 
tion’d. Having  fo  often  call’d  upon  death,  I was  firmly 
perfuaded  it  was  not  far  offj  and  the  refle&ion  that  my 
torments  wou’d  be  at  an  end,  did  pofiibly  leffen  them. 
However,  as  my  wife  difeover’d,  by  an  almofi:  infenfible 
motion,  that  fhe  was  not  yet  dead ; I rous’d  from  this  fad 
lethargy  which  tor  fome  minutes  had  benumb’d  all  my 
faculties,  in  order  to  afTift  my  dear  wife,  fo  far  as  it 
might  lye  in  my  power.  I call’d  her  by  her  name  ; fhe 
anfwer’d  me  by  mine  j and  a moment  after  ask’d  me, 
with  a moll  melancholy  tone  o f voice,  what  was  become 
of  our  daughter  ? Love  (till  ftronger  than  all  our  evils, 
foon  fhew’d  that  fhe  did  not  think  our  misfortunes  fo 
great  as  they  really  were.  I refolv’d  to  heighten  the  er- 
ror, by  diverting  her  fear  from  that  which  fhould  natu- 
rally be  the  objedt  of  it ; and  being  pleas’d  with  myfelf 
for  hitting  upon  this  thought,  as  it  might  prevent  her 
being  plung’d  into  a frefh  excefs  of  grief ; this  alone  ena- 
bled me  to  ftrengthen  the  tone  of  my  voice,  and  to  form 
fuch  an  anfwer  as  ought  to  footh  her  imagination.  You 
know,  my  deareft,  fays  I,  that  God  has  fuffer’d  the 
Rouintons  to  force  away  our  babe ; but  whitherfoever 
they  may  carry  it,  be  perfuaded  that  the  divine  protecti- 
on will  never  forfake  the  tender  innocent.  This  is  a 
misfortune  which  is  not  to  be  remedied  at  this  time. 
They  have  hurried  away  Mrs.  Riding.  Probably,  as  they 
defign  to  carry  us  farther,  they  thought  proper  to  fend 
’em  both  to  fome  neighbouring  hamlet,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  retard  our  journey.  Alas  ! fays  fhe,  what 
B 1 have 


3 o "The  Life  of 

have  they  done  with  our  daughter  ? I won’t  live  a mo- 
ment longer,  in  cafe  they  don’t  reftore  her  to  my  arms. 

I interrupted  her,  in  order  to  confirm  her  ftill  more,  in 
the  opinion  I perceiv’d  fhe  ftill  entertain’d.  I reproach’d 
her,  but  in  the  moft  tender  terms,  for  talking  of  dying, 
in  cafe  the  child  was  not  brought  back.  You  love  her 
then,  fays  I,  more  than  you  do  me?  and  will  not  be 
prompted  to  live,  from  my  prefence,  and  the  never-dy- 
ing affe&ion  which  I bear  you  ? Be  affur’d  that  the  child 
will  be  reftor’d  to  us;  a happy  chance,  fuch  as  we  have 
been  favour’d  with  athoufand  times,  may  give  her  back 
to  us,  at  a time  when  weleaft  expedf  it.  But  what  will 
become  of  me,  in  cafe  you  fhould  obftinately  perftft  in 
your  refolution  of  dying  ? And  what  conftrudfion  can 
I put  upon  your  love,  in  cafe  it  does  not  engage  you  to 
prefer  living  for  my  fake*  to  death  and  the  grave  ? I ad- 
ded a great  many  other  very  cogent  reafons,  without 
allowing  her  time  to  anfwer  them  ; and  made  her  at 
laft  confefs,  that  in  wjiat  manner  foever  heaven  might 
pleafe  to  difpofe  of  our  daughter  and  all  that  belong’d 
to  us,  we  ought  to  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  reflec- 
tion, that  we  were  fure  of  being  dear  to  one  another} 
and  to  conftder  it  as  a very  great  happinefs,  that  the  barba- 
rians had  not  feparated  us  from  one  another. 

Nothing  lefs  than  an  extraordinary  afliftancefrom  hea- 
ven, could  have  infpir’d  me  with  refolution  fufficient 
to  leflen  my  wife’s  defpair;  for  having  turn’d  my  head 
as  I was  fpeaking  to  her,  I perceiv’d  about  an  hundred 
fteps  from  us,  aflame  that  rofe  above  the  heads  of  the 
favages  who  were  feated  round  it ; when  I did  not 
doubt  but  my  deareft  child,  and  poor  Mrs.  Riding , were 
then  roafting,  in  order  to  be  afterwards  devour’d  by  our 
enemies.  Let  a father,  in  cafe  there  is  any  one  whole 
heart  is  as  tender  as  mine,  fancy  himfelf  for  one  moment 
in  my  condition ; let  him  conftder  my  torments,  and  then 
form  a judgment  of  ’em ; and  in  cafe  he  feels,  that  he  is 
mov’d  to  compafiion  at  the  bare  recital  ofthisftory,  let 
him  think  how  great  my  torments  muft  be;  and  then 
let  him  allow  me  the  fad  advantage  I claim ; that  of  being 
the  moft  unhappy  man  that  ever  liv’d. 

I therefore  put  fo  great  a conftraint  upon  my  felf,  as 
not  only  to  difguife  the  excefs  of  my  anguifh  from  my 
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wife,  but  even  to  prevent  her  difeovering  the  dreadful 
flames  above  mention’d,  a circumftance  which  very  pof- 
fibly  wou’d  have  fill’d  her  with  alarms.  I feated  myfelf 
down  in  fuch  a manner,  that  I hindred  her  from  feeing 
any  thing  on  that  fide.  I even  gave  her  to  underftand, 
that  the  lavages  were  afiembled  at  fome  diftance  from  us 
only  to  pitch  upon  thofe  perfons  who  were  to  convey 
our  daughter  and  Mrs.  Riding  to  the  hamlet  that  lay  near- 
eft  to  us.  With  regard  to  the  manacles  wherewith  both 
our  hands  were  faftned,  and  which  had  been  put  upon 
hers  while  fhelay  in  a lwoon  -r  I confeft  that  thefavages 
had  done  this,  in  order  to  prevent  ourefcape.  In  fine, 
Ifpoke  with  fo  much  compofure  of  mind,  and  anfwer’d 
all  her  obje&ions  with  fuch  an  air  of  tranquillity ; that  in 
cafe  I did  not  leflen  her  grief,  I prevented  thofe  tranfports 
of  del  pair,  with  which  fhe  would  have  been  feiz’d, 
had  ftie  known  the  inhuman  feene  that  was  then  going 
forwards. 

Our  people  flood  very  near  us.  Thefe  law  the  fire  as 
plain  as  I did,  and  had  the  fame  fad  apprehenfions  as  my- 
felf i however,  they  law  that  I did  my  utmoft  to  con- 
ceal, what  I believ’d  thofe  cruel  butchers  were  about.- 
’Twas  not  till  two  months  after,  that  fhe  was  inform’d 
of  our  unhappy  babe,  and  poor  Mrs.  Riding's  death  } and  I 
took  care  not  to  let  her  hear  the  dreadful  circumftances 
of  it. 

Hay  by,  and  talk’d  with  her,  till  fuch  time  as  the  re- 
turn of  the  favages,  fhow’d  ♦'hat  they  had  fatiated  their 
horrid  appetites.  I then  held  out  my  arms,  astho’  I be- 
fought  ’em  to  take  off  our  manacles,  which  they  thought 
proper  to  do.  1 then  oblig’d  my  wife  to  take  a little 
fuftenance,  which  however  I was  fome  time  before  I 
cou’d  prevail  with  her  to  do.  I was  afraid  fhe  wou’d 
now  be  fo  weak,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  her  to 
walk  ; which  could  not  but  fill  me  with  the  moft  dread- 
ful alarms}  but  it  happen’d  fortunately  for  us,  that  the  fa- 
vages had  refolv’d  to  fpend  the  night  in  the  place  where 
we  then  were.  I employ’d  part  of  it  in  foothing  her 
grief  } and  I did  not  exhort  her  to  take  a little  fleep,  till 
after  fhe  had  promis’d  me  to  endeavour  as  much  as  pofii- 
ble  to  be  chearful.  ’Twill  hardly  be  believed,  that  as 
fhe  was  in  fo  ill  a ftate  of  health,  and  of  fo  delicate  a 
B 4 con- 
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conftitution,  fhe  yet  had  ftrength  enough  to  bear  up  a- 
gainft  fo  much  grief  and  fatigue,  particularly  during  the 
iix  weeks  which  we  fpent  in  this  manner  among  the 
Rouintons  ; oblig’d  to  undergo  almoft  every  day  a*painful 
march,  and  be  expos’d  in  the  night  to  the  inclemencies 
of  the  weather.  But  what  might  fhe  not  go  through, 
conftdering  the  two  motives  which  animated  her  ; her 
affedfion  for  a father,  and  love  for  a husband  ? My  wife 
lov’d  me  as  dearly  as  it  was  poffiblefor  woman  to  love. 
A bare  word,  the  moft  infignificant  expreflion  from  me, 
wou’d  alone  call  up  her  fpirits,  and  make  her  intrepid  in 
the  greateft  dangers.  She  had  very  near  as  great  an  affec- 
tion for  the  vifcount  her  father.  The  uncertainty  of  his 
fate  j tlie  dangers  which  fhe  trembled  to  think  he  was 
perpetually  expos’d  to ; the  hopes,  but  faint  and  remot'e 
ones,  which  Die  entertain’d,  of  meeting  one  day  with 
him  again,  fupported  her  daily  in  the  midft  of  her  fa- 
tigues and  anxieties.  That  was  the  perpetual  theme  of  our 
difcourfe,  till  the  unhappy  day  on  which  we  loft  our 
daughter ; and  tho’ this  pierc’d  her  to  the  heart,  fhe  yet 
combated  her  grief  with  the  utmoft  refolution.  More- 
over, altho’  the  Rouintons  were  fuch  barbarians,  they  did 
not  hinder  us  from  employing  the  greateft  endeavours, 
particularly  in  the  night,  to  procure  her  fuch  conveni- 
ences, as  our  unhappy  ftate  permitted.  We  had  brought 
fome  skins  from  the  habitation  ot  the  Abaquis : With 
thefe  we  made  a bed  for  her  : and  the  afliftance  of 
her  women,  and  the  two  Englifhmen  who  were 
ever  ready  to  ferve  her,  prevented  her  from  do- 
ing any  thing  that  might  endanger  her  health.  If 
I may  prefume  to  fpeak  it,  without  leffening  the  me- 
ritsof  whatmydear  wife  fuffer’d  forme  ; I was  infinite- 
ly more  wretched  in  our  common  misfortuues.  I don’t 
fpeak  of  the  pains  and  fatigues  which  opprefs  the  body, 
for  mine  feem’d  feafon’d  to  them.  But  what  idea  will 
not  the  reader  entertain  of  the  torments  of  my  foul,  when 
he  confiders  that  I was  rack’d  by  my  own  pains ; by  thofe 
of  others;  and  that  I was  conftrain’d,  not  only  to  fup- 
prefs  them  all,  but  alfo  to  fummon  up  all  my  reafon,  to 
enable  me  to  counfel  others ; tho’  I myfelf  was  forc’d  every 
inftant,  to  ftrugele  prodigioufly  in  order  to  fupport  my- 
felf. 
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As  the  lavages  did  not  acquaint  us,  what  their  inten- 
tions were  in  this  rambling  up  and  down,  we  were  carried 
about  for  a long  time,  entirely  in  the  dark,  as  to  what 
they  intended  to  do  with  us ; and  without  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  our  ever  being  extricated  from  ourmiferable 
condition.  I pafs  over  a thoufand  difficulties  which  we 
encounter’d  and  got  over.  Providence,  which  had  hitherto 
treated  me  with  To  much  rigour,  was  however  very  in- 
dulgent to  me,  in  thus  preferving  my  wife’s  health.  It 
likewife  prepared  me  fome  moments  repofe,  after  the 
numberlefs  evils  which  had  befet  me  ever  fince  my  leaving 
France.  I neverthelefs  was  oblig’d  to  pay  very  dear  for 
it  ; and  thus  fuffer,  fo  long  as  I liv’d,  the  decree  by  which 
I was  fentenced,  not  to  taffe  any  pleafure,  but  what  was 
embitter’d  with  pain. 

After  having  wander’d  about  for  fix  weeks,  during 
which  it  was  an  eafy  matter  for  me  to  perceive,  that  the 
Rouintons  did  not  fteer  any  certain  courfe ; and  that  they 
rambled  up  and  down  in  queft  of  prifoners,  they  now 
feem’d  to  be  going  dire&ly  for  fome  place;  and  obferv- 
ing  that  they  did  this  for  fome  days,  I no  longer  doubted 
of  it.  Seeing  that  they  advanc’d  towards  the  South,  1 
took  notice  of  it  to  my  wife,  who  was  overjoy’d  upon 
that  account;  becaufe  we  were  both  perfuaded,  that  in 
cafe  we  could  ever  have  the  leaft  hopes  of  meeting  with  = 
hislordfhip,  it  would  be  that  way.  The  Rouintons  had  a 
confiderable  number  of  captives  along  with  them  ; and 
we  fuppos’d  that  they  intended  to  carry  them  to  the  place 
where  they  ufually  made  their  abode.  They  therefore 
made  fiich  great  diligence,  that  we  foon  arriv’d  in  their 
new  habitation,  where  they  v/ere  receiv’d  with  the  ut- 
moft  joy  by  their  wives  and  children.  We  were  guarded 
with  the  ftridfeft  care,  during  the  time  that  they  fpent  in 
unbending  themfelves  after  the  fatigues  of  their  journey. 
As  loon  as  they  had  taken  fome  repofe,  they  oblig’d  us, 
at  a moment’s  warning,  to  fet  out  again  with  them. 
Very  little  time  was  employ’d  in  this  new  expedition. 
In  lefs  than  two  days  we  got  to  a vaft  foreft,  into  which 
we  advanc’d  a confiderable  way  ; and  were  farpriz’d  to  • 
find  ourfelves  furrounded  on  a fudden  by  a number lels 
multitude  of  other  favages.  who  receiv’d  us  with  the 
greateft  acclamations.  I could  never  learn  the  name  of 
B x this 
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this  people,  and  what  kind  of  tra flick  they  carried  on, 
with  the  Rouintons  ^ but  in  reflecting  on  the  manner  in 
which  we  were  receiv’d,  I judg’d,  that  thefe  after  hav- 
ing been  in  the  countries  adjacent  to  the  Abaquis,  had  re- 
tir’d to  the  fpot  whither  we  then  were;  and  that  they 
engag’d  themfelves  by  a treaty,  or  by  their  own  free  will, 
to  furnifh  them  with  Haves.  The  Rouintons  went  away 
a little  after  they  had  deliver’d  us  up.  Whatever  might 
be  our  fate  in  this  change  of  condition,  I thank’d  heaven 
for  having  freed  us  from  our  barbarous  tyrants.  In  re- 
collecting the  terrors  with  which  I had  been  fill’d  during 
my  abode  among  them,  I ftarted  a reflection  which  would 
have  encreafed  them  in  cafe  it  had  occur’d  to  me  before. 
What  cruel  ufagemuft  I naturally  have  expeCted,  had  the 
Rouintons  known  that  I had  been  the  chief  inftrument  of 
their  ruin;  and  the  perfon  who  had  caus’d  fuch  hard  and 
fevere  terms  of  peace  to  be  offer’d  them,  by  Mr.  Youngfter 
and  the  Abaquis  ? Heaven,  who  was  determin’d  not  to 
quite  complete  my  ruin,  undoubtedly  prevented  their 
entertaining  fuch  a reflection.  Befides,  as  they  had  found 
no  more  Abaquis  with  me,  and  met  with  meat  fo  great 
a difiance  from  the  habitation ; they  cou’d  hardly  fuppofe 
me  to  be  the  formidable  governor,  whofe  reputation  had 
ltruck  them  with  terror;  not  to  mention,  that  as  they 
did  not  fee  Mr.  Youngfter , they  did  not  once  fufpeCt  who 
1 was.  Be  that  as  it  will,  this  happy  change  was  a fig- 
nal  favour  which  heaven  indulg’d  me.  Our  new  ma- 
ilers treated  us  with  the  greateft  humanity.  They  con- 
fin’d us,  with  fifty  three  prifoners  more,  in  a place  fur- 
rovlnded  with  flakes,  of  a great  height  and  thicknefs, 
and  cover’d  with  branches  of  trees,  which  fecur’d  us  from 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather.  We  were  very  well 
fed.  ’Tis  true  indeed,  that  their  cramming  us  in  this 
manner,  fill’d  me  with  the  moft  baleful  apprehenfions  dur- 
ing fome  days;  and  I imagin’d,  that  they  perhaps  intend- 
ed to  feed  upon  us,  after  having  fatted  us  as  they  thought 
proper.  However,  the  air  and  behaviour  of  the  favages, 
who  did  not  difeover  the  leaft  feverity  in  any  of  their  ac- 
tions, fet  my  mind  at  eafe  in  that  particular.  I even  began 
to  entertain  a hope,  which  was  afterwards  happily  ful- 
fill’d. 1 remember’d  that  the  Abaquis  had  told  me  of  a na- 
tion of  favages,  who  trade  with  the  European  colonies  for 
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flaves ; and  not  being  able  to  form  any  other  judgment  of 
the  kind  treatment  which  we  met  with  from  them,  I 
imagin’d  that  we  fliould  be  fold  with  the  companions  of 
our  captivity.  I communicated  this  reflexion  to  my 
wife,  who  was  foon  perfuaded  that  I had  guefs’d  the  very 
thing ; but  I cannot  fay  whether  I may  give  the  name  of 
joy,  to  the  emotions  my  difcourfe  feem’d  to  excite  in 
her.  The  remembrance  of  her  father,  and  that  of  her 
daughter,  employing  her  whole  thoughts;  fhe  declar’d, 
that  fhe  could  not  confider  as  a happinefs,  nor  confe- 
quently  wifh  for  acircumftance,  which  would  remove 
her  every  day  farther  from  her  child;  and  perhaps  make 
her  lofe  all  hopes  of  our  feeing  any  more  our  dear  babe, 
or  her  fond  father.  I hid  nothing  to  objeX  to  thefe  juft 
reflexions;  and  was  therefore  oblig’d  to  reduce  my  felf 
to  fuch  general  motives  of  confolation,  as  I drew  from 
the  will  of  heaven,  and  the  neceflity  we  were  under  of 
following  the  unhappy  current  of  our  ill  fortune,  which 
it  was  not  yet  in  our  power  to  divert. 

At  laft,  the  favages  thinking  we  had  now  enjoy’d  time 
fufficient  for  our  complete  recovery,  they  let  us  out  of 
our  confinement,  and  gave  us  to  underftand  that  we  muft 
follow  them:  We  obey’d,  and  travell’d  four  days.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth,  we  arriv’d  on  the  bank  of  a 
large  river,  where  we  were  made  to  flop.  A great  num- 
ber of  branches,  and  trunks  of  trees,  which  were  fcatter’d 
up  and  down,  fhew’d  that  the  place  was  fometimes  inha- 
bited by  human  creatures.  We  fpent  fome  days  here,  un- 
certain what  would  be  our  fate.  However,  f was  ftill 
confirm’d  in  my  opinion,  that  we  fhouldbe  fold  either  to 
Europeans  or  favages.  About  a week  after  our  arrival,  the 
favages  who  guarded  us,  fbouted  on  a fudden  for  joy ; 
and  turning  about  to  look  what  might  be  theoccafion  of 
it,  I faw  five  or  fix  large  boats  vowing  towards  us.  I 
foon  difeover’d  that  they  were  Europeans  by  their  drefs, 
and  ’twas  now  that  my  heart  was  fenlible  to  the  ftrongeft 
emotions  of  joy.  Accordingly  I lifted  up  my  eyes  to  hea- 
ven ; clafp’d  my  wife  to  my  bofom  ; and  was  perluaded 
that  part  of  my  prayers,  at  leaft,  were  heard.  The 
boats  came  up  to  us  in  an  inftant,  and  I knew  that  the 
failors  in  them  were  Spaniards.  But  of  what  country  fo- 
ever  they  might  be,  they  were  men,  and  not  a company 
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of  brutifh  and  infenfible  favages  ; and  5twas  a mofl  agree* 
able  refledlion  to  us  to  confider,  that  we  were  now  go- 
ing to  be  with  rational  creatures,  with  whom  we  might 
converfe. 

Neverthelefs,  my  wife  put  a quite  different  conflruc- 
tion  on  thefe  appearances  of  our  change  of  condition. 
As  her  Mother  was  a native  of  Spain,  fhe  under  flood  the 
language  of  that  country ; fo  that,  being,  no  longer  in 
doubt,  after  having  heard  the  failors  difcourfe  for  fome- 
time  together,  that  we  were  juft  going  to  leave  the  fava- 
ges, and  confequently  to  go  farther  than  ever  from  the 
Rouintons-,  file  fhed  a flood  of  tears,  and  feem  d inconfb- 
lable.  We  were  fitting  on  the  ground,  and  her  head  was* 
lying  in  my  lap.  I knew  what  it  was  that  afflidled  her  to- 
fuch  a degree.  Befides,  as  fhe  call’d  upon  our  daughter  a 
thoufand  times,  I found  that  fire  was  now  afraid  of  lofing 
her  for  ever,  as  we  were  going  to  bid  adieu  to  the  favages. 
3Twas  then  I thought  proper  to  acquaint  her  that  our 
dear  babe  was  dead,  being  perfuaded  that  after  this,  fhe’d 
not  only  be  very  glad  to  leave  the  favages ; but  that  fhe’d 
look  upon  the  death  of  her  child,  as  an  evil  much  eafier  to 
be  fupported,  than  to  have  left  her  among  the  Rouintons. 
I obferv’d  to  her,  but  without  carrying  matters  too  far, 
that  fhe  was  not  fo  much  to  be  pitied  as  fhe  imagin’d  j 
that  fhe  ought  not  to  be  any  ways  troubled  upon  her  ac- 
count, fince  fhe  was  now  with  God  $ that  the  only  rea- 
fon  why  I had  not  acquainted  her  with  this  before,  was, 
my  being  afraid  it  would  overwhelm  her  with  grief ; but 
that  as  our  Condition  was  now  fo  happily  chang’d,  I* 
thought  this  the  befl  opportunity  to  inform  her  of  it  $ 
and  told  her,  that  fhe  ought  not  to  be  fo  much  difquieted, 
fince  the  child  was  infinitely  more  happy  than  we. 

Thefe  arguments  made  a furprizing  impreflion  on 
Tannfs  mind.  She  look’d  upon  me  fledfaflly,  when  I 
faw  that  her  furprize  had  dried  up  her  tears  on  a fudden , 
But,  my  dear,  fays  fhe,  don’t  you  impofe  upon  me  ? Is 
the  poor  babe  really  dead  ? I affur’d  her  that  fhe  was  by> 
the  flrongefl  proteflations ; but  I conceal’d  the  circum- 
flances  of  its  untimely  end,  and  invented  fuch,  both  with 
regard  to  our  dear  innocent,  and  the  unhappy  Mrs.  Riding, 
as  I thought  moft  proper  to  heal  her  forrows.  She  heard 
me  with  the  utmofl  attention  $ but  after  1 had  done- 
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fpeaking,  I obferv’d  that  the  tears  began  to  trickle  down 
her  cheeks.  She  wrung  her  hands  and  cry’d,  gracious 
providence  1 take  my  dear,  dear  baby,  to  thy  bofom: 
Be  thou  to  her  inftead  of  a mother,  and  make  her  happi- 
nefs  perfect.  Live,  deareft  babe,  live  in  the  bofom  of 
thy  Creator ; thou  wilt  be  more  happy  there  than  thy  ill 
fated  mother.  After  this  turning  about  to  me,  with  a 
countenance  which  fhew’d  fhe  was  a little  confol’d;  her 
death,  fays  fhe,  is  not  fo  grievous  to  me  as  I thought 
it  would  have  been.  I fhallnotbefo  much  afflicted,  be- 
caufe  Hie  is  gone  to  heaven  before  me.  I now  am  no 
longer  troubled  about  my  daughter  5 for  we  {ball  affured- 

ly  meet  in  heaven I confirm’d  her  as  much  as  I 

cou’d  in  thefe  fentiments,  tho’  I cou’d  eafily  perceive, 
that  this  fuddenconfolation,  proceeded  lefs  from  the  hap- 
py ftate  to  which  lbe  thought  our  daughter  was  gone, 
than  from  the  wretched  condition,  out  of  which  fhe 
heard  fhe  was  deliver’d.  The  idea  of  our  dear  babe, 
which  could  not  but  occur  to  her  mind  whenever  flic 
thought  of  the  cruel  Ronintons,  and  their  horrid  barbari- 
ties, was  a perpetual  torment  from  which  I had  juft  de- 
liver’d her  j and  by  making  her  diretft  her  thoughts  to 
heaven,  where  her  imagination  was  footh’d  with  the 
moft  happy,  the  moft  delightful  images  j I had  rais’d  her 
mind  to  a delicious  fituation,  in  comparifon  of  that  it 
was  in  a moment  before.  I had  nothing  fo  confolatory 
to  offer  her  with  regard  to  her  father ; but  I foon  brought 
her  to  aperfuafion,  that  how  feverely  foever  the  Spani- 
ards might  ufe  us,  they  yet  would  let  us  enjoy  a little 
more  liberty  than  the  favages  had  done ; and  confequent- 
ly  that  it  would  be  eafier  for  us  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as 
might  conduce  to  the  vifeount’s  welfare. 

Whilft  we  were  thus  difeourfing,  the  Spani/h  mer- 
chants were  bargaining  with  the  favages  about  the  price, 
of  theflaves,  which  was  done  wholly  by  figns.  As  the 
"things  they  traded  for  were  upon  the  fpot,  it  was  not  a 
difficult  matter  for  ’em  to  underftand  one  another.  All 
the  {laves  were  prefent  in  order  to  be  view’d and  the 
riches  of  the  Spaniards  which  confifted  in  a great  num- 
ber of  runlets  of  Brandy,  in  looking-glafles,  whiftles, 
and  little  knives,  were  laid  upon  the  grafs,  in  order  to 
allure  the  favages.  After  they  had  agreed  upon  the  price, 

and 
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and  that  the  merchandife  was  deliver’d,  the  favages  went 
away,  fhouting  at  the  fame  time  for  joy.  The  Spani- 
ards then  bid  us  walk  towards  the  Shore,  in  order  to  be 
put  on  board  their  great  boats.  Altho*  myfelf,  and  my 
whole  family  were  cloath’d  with  skins,  they  yet  did  not 
take  us  at  fir  ft  for  Europeans.  Had  they  known  this,  they 
poflibly  would  not  have  purchas’d  us,  from  the  reflexion 
that  we  fhould  not  yield  them  any  profit.  This  thought, 
which  had  occurr’d  to  me,  when  we  firft  came  in  fight 
of  the  Spaniards , made  me  ftri&ly  enjoin  my  people  not 
to  fpeak  a word,  till  fuch  time  as  we  were  fold.  There 
are  favages  of  various  colours  and  ftature  in  America  j 
and  befides,  the  fatigue  and  perplexity  we  had  fuffer’d 
under,  had  fo  chang’d  the  colour  of  our  skins,  that  it  dif- 
fer’d very  little  from  that  of  our  companions,  except  that 
it  was  a little  whiter. 

’Twas  therefore  juft  as  we  were  ftepping  into  the  boats, 
that  I addreft  the  SpaniJI)  merchants  in  the  moft  civil 
terms.  I fpoke  their  language  fo  well  as  to  make  my- 
felf be  underftood.  My  wife,  whom  I took  by  the 
hand,  her  two  women,  Rem  and  my  two  Englijhmen , 
forming  a little  circle  round  me,  drew  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  our  mafters  upon  us : but  their  furprize  was  pro- 
digioufly  encreas’d,  when  they  had  heard  me  fpeak  to 
them  in  Spanijh ; which  made  them  gaze  upon  us  for 
fometime,  without  once  opening  their  Lips.  My  wife, 
fearing  they  did  not  understand  my  meaning,  becaufe  I 
was  far  from  fpeaking  Spanijh  with  propriety ; told  ’em, 
in  very  few  words,  that  we  were  Englijhmen  and 
thought  ourfelves  infinitely  oblig’d  to  them  for  the  fer- 
vice  they  had  done  us.  At  laft,  they  open’d  their 
mouths,  when  they  began  to  ask  us,  what  chance  had 
brought  us  into  fo  unhappy  a condition  ? I anfwer’d 
them,  that  we  would  give  ’em  all  the  fatisfa&ion  they 
might  defive  on  that  head,  as  foon  as  they  fhould  have 
the  generofity  to  indulge  us  fome  place,  where  we 
might  take  a little  reft. 

Altho’  they  did  notfeem  to  be  in  any  manner  fatisfied 
with  the  purchafe  they  had  made,  of  us  I mean,  they 
yet  could  not  help  treating  us  with  fome  little  civility  * 
and  a little  after,  they  feparated  us  from  the  reft  of  the 
flaves.  The  firft  circumftance  I entreated  them  to  in- 
form 
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form  us,  was,  in  what  part  of  America  we  then  were. 
They  told  us,  that  we  were  on  an  arm  of  the  river  of  the 
HolyGhoJly  which  difeharges  its  felf  into  the  gulph  of 
Mexico ; and  that  they  inhabited  the  town  of  St.  Jofepk, 
which  is  fituatedat  a little  diftancefrom  the  coaft  above- 
mention’d ; that  it  was  their  cuftom  to  advance  up  in  the 
country  feveral  times  in  a year,  in  order  to  trade  with  the 
favages  for  different  commodities.  That  they  us’d  to 
trade  for  (laves  with  fome,  for  furs  with  others,  and 
that  this  traffick  was  very  advantagious  to  them . I con- 
tented myfelf  with  what  I now  heard,  as  fuiting  well 
enough  our  defigns.  As  thefe  traders  did  not  appear  to  be 
wealthy  or  polite,  I depended  as  little  on  their  civility  as 
their  afliftance ; and  therefore  refolv’d  not  to  reveal  my- 
felf to  ’em,  unlefs  fome  occafion  might  make  it  proper. 
However,  ’twas  not  long  before  they  perceiv’d,  that  we 
were  not  born  to  flavery,  which  rais’d  their  curiofity  to 
a very  great  degree  5 but  then  I did  not  think  proper  to 
gratify  it. 

We  arriv’d  at  St.  Jofeph's after  twelve  days  journey,  but 
did  not  find  it  was  inhabited  by  perfons  of  any  figure. 
They  cou’d  not  refufe  us  our  liberty ; but  then  they  did 
not  accompany  it  with  any  offers  of  fervice,  or  any 
marks  of  generofity,  which  cou’d  engage  our  efteem  for 
thofe  who  granted  it  us.  We  could  fcarce  prevail  with 
them  to  give  us  what  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  keep 
life  and  foul  together.  Weneverthelefs  were  forc’d  to 
continue  fix  weeks  among  ’em,  in  expectation  of  fome 
opportunity  of  removing  from  among  them.  This 
time  muft  neceffarily  hang  very  heavy  upon  our  hands, 
confidering  how  greatly  impatient  we  were  to  know 
what  was  become  of  the  vifeount.  After  a thoufand  re- 
flexions, on  every  thing  that  mightferveasa  foundation 
to  my  conjectures ; I refolv’d  to  adhere  to  a refolution 
which  appear’d  to  me  the  moll  rational.  I was  deftitute 
of  every  kind  of  fuccour  j and  yet  I flood  in  need  of 
more  than  one,  in  order  to  render  myfelf  capable  of  ler- 
ving  his  lordfhip.  1 was  refolv’d  to  go  for  the  ifland  of 
Cuba , it  not  being  at  avail:  great  diftancefrom  St.Jofcph , 
and  beg  the  governor  of  it  to  indulge  me  fome  afliftance ; 
he  being  now  my  grand-father  by  my  marriage  with  lord 
Axminjler’s  daughter.  Altho’  he  had  refus’d  to  grant  any 

to 
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to  the  vifcount,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  annoy  the  Eng- 
lijh  ; I was  perfuaded  he  would  afford  me  whatever  fuc- 
cour  I might  want,  fince  the  oc.caffon  was  fo  different. 
I intended alfo  to  leave  my  wife  with  him,  when  I deter- 
min’d to  ramble  up  and  down  the  continent  in  fearch  of 
his  lordfhip.  But  I cou’d  not  execute  this  refolution, 
which  my  wife  highly  approved,  for  want  of  provifi- 
onand  fomekind  of  vehicles  or  other ; till  a certain  fea- 
fon  in  which  the  little  veffels  belonging  to  St.  Jofeph , fail 
for  Carlos,  in  order  to  traffick  for  flaves.  However,  as 
the  la  ft  mention’d  city,  flood  not  far  from  the  point  of 
the  peninfula  of  Tegefta,  I did  not  doubt  but  I fhould 
meet  every  day  with  an  opportunity  of  embarking  for 
the  Havana. 

We  therefore  waited  for  this  time,  with  an  impatience 
which  increas’d  every  day.  My  wife’s  tender  heart, 
which  had  been  eas’d  of  part  of  its  pains,  when  her  af- 
fliction for  our  daughter  was  fufpended  ; was  not  yet 
more  eafy  upon  that  account.  The  dread  fhe  was  under, 
upon  her  father’s  account,  wou’d  not  fuffer  her  to  think 
of  any  thing  elfe.  I,  on  the  other  fide,  was  continually 
revolving  my  own  anxiety,  and  endeavouring  to  con- 
fole  her.  Thus  we  fpent  our  days  and  nights,  which 
feem’d  to  us  of  a prodigious  length.  One  day,  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  who  had  feem’d  lefs  hard-hearted  than  the 
reft,  came  to  acquaint  us  that  a veflel  belonging  to  Penfa- 
cola  was  come  into  the  harbour  5 and  that  as  her  captain 
had  fignifiedhe  was  going  for  the  Havana,  he  in  all  pro- 
bability wou’d  not  refufe  to  take  us  on  board,  in  cafe  we 
continued  in  the  fame  refolution.  Hearing  this  I went 
and  found  him  out ; notwithftanding  the  defpicablenefV 
of  my  drefs,  he  yet  receiv’d  me  with  great  civility,  up- 
on hearing  that  I was  a foreigner.  He  fpoke  Englijh,  I 
told  him,  that  being  call’d  to  the  Havana  by  affairs  of 
great  confequence,  and  having  waited  a long  time  for  a 
paftage,  I therefore  befought  him  to  take  myfelf  and  fix1 
more  perfons  on  board  with  him.  Hearing  this,  he  told 
me,  but  in  the  moft  civil  terms,  that  it  would  be  impof* 
Able  for  him  to  take  fo  many  perfons  onboard.  1 am, 
fays  he,  naturally  inclin’d  to  ferve  the  unfortunate  to  the- 
utmoftof  my  power,  and  efpecially  foreigners ; and  in- 
deed I undertook  the  voyage  merely  upon  that  account. 

But 
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But  altho’  I intend  to  coaft  along,  as  I have  hitherto  done 
from  Venfacola ; and  that  you,  poffibly,  might  go  along 
with  me  without  the  leaft  danger,  fo  far  as  the  point  of 
Tegefla  ; I would  not  dare  to  crofs  the  (freights  of  Bahama. 
with  you.  Upon  this  I left  him,  without  giving  him 
any  farther  trouble.  I might,  however,  have  accepted 
of  his  offer  which  he  feem’d  to  make  me,  of  carrying  us 
part  of  the  way ; but  as  the  veflels  belonging  to  St.  Jo - 
Jeph,  were  to  fet  fail  in  a few  days  for  Carlos,  I was  re- 
folv’d  not  to  put  him  to  the  leaft  inconveniency . 

Being  return'd  to  the  little  hut,  which  had  been  given 
us  to  live  in,  I told  my  wife  what  I have  juft  now  re- 
lated ; and  added,  that  as  the  Spaniard' s countenance  pre- 
judic’d me  very  much  in  his  favour ; I was  very  forry  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  taking  us  on  board  his  vefleL 
As  we  were  puriuing  our  difcourfe ; 1 fa w him  at  fome 
diftance  from  our  hut,  to  which  fome  people  were  di- 
redting  him.  He  came  up  to  the  door  in  a moment,  and 
walk’d  in  with  a very  affable  air.  After  having  view’d 
fora  little  time  our  perfonsand  our  habitation;  he  recoi- 
led ed  that  I was  the  fame  perfon  he  hadfpoketo  a quarter 
of  an  hour  before.  Youarefurpriz’d,  fays  he,  to  fee  me 
here  ; but  I will  own  to  you,  that  being  heartily  forry 
Icou’d  not  take  you  on  board,  I therefore  have  enquir’d 
farther  about  your  affairs ; and  what  I have  heard  of  your 
miferable  condition,  makes  me  wifh  that  it  lay  in  my 
power  to  do  you  fervice.  I am  going  toth c Havana.. 
Have  you  any  friend  there  ? Can  I carry  any  meffage 
from  you  to  them,  or  bring  you  any  from  thence?  Or 
can  I be  of  any  manner  of  ferv  ice  to  you  ? He  made  me 
this  compliment,  and  put  thefe  feveral  queftions  to  me 
with  fuch  an  air  of  goodnefs  and  generoftty ; that  not  be- 
ing able  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  Spanijh , in  fuch  a manner  as 
might  fhew  the  deep  fenfe  I entertain'd  of  his  humanity; 

I deftr’d  my  wife  to  do  it  for  me.  This  fhe  did  with  the 
utmoft  grace ; and  as  fhe  fpoke  the  Spanijh  tongue  in 
perfedion,  he  cou’d  hardly  believe  fhe  was  an  Englijh 
woman.  This  doubt  making  him  conftder  her  more 
narrowly,  he  foon  perceiv’d,  notwithftandingher  fatter’d 
drefs,  and  the  change  which  grief  and  fatigue  had 
wrought  in  her  face,  that  fhe  was  not  born  among  the 
dregs  of  the  people.  He  was  a young  gentleman  of  a very 
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good  family,  who  being  naturally  kind  and  generous;, 
and  having  fill’d  his  imaginations  with  extraordinary  ad- 
ventures, as  moft  of  the  Spaniards  do,  by  poring  fo  much 
upon  romances ; was  infpir  d with  the  moft  heroick 
notions,  and  breath’d  the  moft  noble  virtues.  Over- 
joy’d, therefore,  with  what  he  thought  he  had  difcover’d, 
he  told  my  wife  that  his  eyes  could  not  be  miftaken;  and 
that  tho'  fortune  fhould  deprels  her  ever  fo  much,  it  yet 
wou’d  be  impofnble  but  (he  muft  difcover  what  fhe  once 
was.  He  added  to  this  feveral  offers  of  fervice.  My 
wifeanfwer’d,  that  the  only  favour  fhe  defir’d,  was  to  be 
convey’d  as  foon  as  pofiible  to  Cuba. 

The  young  Spanijh  gentleman  having  aflur’d  us,  that 
he  was  ftill  more  uneafy,  upon  account  of  the  impofiibi- 
lity  it  wou’d  be  for  him  to  give  us  that  teftimony  of  his 
good  will ; took  an  opportunity  from  this,  to  acquaint 
us  with  the  occafion  of  his  voyage..  I am,  fays  he,  fon 
to  the  Corregidor  of  Penfacola.  Some  of  our  inhabitants 
who  trade  with  the  favagesfor  Haves,  brought  us  a great 
number  about  a fornight  fince ; and  amongft  the  reft  an 
J European,  whofe  name  and  country  I am  yet  a ftranger  to- 
He  fpeaks  feveral  languages  to  perfection.  I went  to  fee 
him  arrive,  with  the  feveral  companions  of  his  mifery, 
when  I was  ftruck  with  his  air ; and  curiofity  prompting 
me  to  go  up  to  him,  I foon  difcover’d  that  he  had  me- 
rited a better  fate.  I then  offer’d  to  take  him  to  my 
father’s  houfe,  and  to  entertain  him  in  it,  which  he  ac- 
cepted. He  had  not  been  there  above  two  days,  before 
this  fudden  tranfition  from  mifery  to  abundance,  threw 
him  into  a dangerous  diftemper.  He  is  ftill  afflidted  with 
it,  but  as  I did  notvifit  him  thelefs  upon  that  account,  I 
found  him  fo  polite,  fo  judicious,  and  inform’d  with 
fuch  noble  fenti  men ts;  that  I take  him  to  be  one  of  the 
greateft  men  in  the  world.  Tho’  I have  entreated  him 
over  and  over  to  inform  me  of  the  feveral  circumftances 
of  his  life,  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  a word  out  of 
him.  I have  only  heard  him  repeat  over  and  over,  that 
all  he  wifh’d,  was,  an  opportunity  of  failing  for  the 
ifland  of  Cuba.  I fuppos’d  that  he  wanted  to  go  thither 
himfelf,  and  thereupon  I offer’d  to  convey  him  : But 
hefaid,  he  wanted  only  to  fend  a letter  to  the  governor, 
who  is  his  friend.  Now,  continued  the  Spanijh  gen- 
tleman. 
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tleman,  I have  fo  much  We  for  him,  that  I have  under- 
taken that  commifiion  myfelf.  From  Tome  words  he 
let  drop  in  converfation,  1 believe  fate  has  feparated  him 
from  ibme  perfons  who  are  very  dear  to  him;  and  that 
he  is  afraid  of  quitting  the  continent,  for  fear  of  leaving 
them  behind. 

’Twas  impofiible  for  us  not  to  befeizfd  with  the  mod 
extraordinary  emotions,  upon  hearing  the  latter  part  of 
this  difcourfe,  and  particularly  my  wife.  Her  tears  and 
fighs  broke  from  her,  tho’  fhe  did  her  utmoft  to  fup- 
prcfs  them.  Alas!  fays  (lie  in  a faint  voice ; ’tis  my 
father  1 ’Tis  certainly  himfelf,  and  I cannot  doubt  of 

it She  was  for  going  that  inftant  to  Fenfacolay 

but  I ftopt  her,  when  fhe  fat  down,  holding  me  by  the 
arm,  and  continuing  ftill  to  cry  aloud,  the  tears  ftream- 
ing  afrefli  from  her  eyes;  ’tis  my  father!  Can  it,  my 
dear  Mr.  Cleveland,  be  any  other  but  him  ? Let  us  hafte, 
let  us  fly  to  him,  and  not  lofe  a moment.  I was  as  much 
perfuaded  as  fhe  cou’d  be,  that  it  mud  neceflfarily  be  the 
vifcount,  and  the  feveral  circumftances  confpir’d  to  con- 
firm me  in  the  belief  of  it.  However,  I had  fome  far- 
ther difcourfe  with  the  Spaniard ; when  having  acquaint- 
ed him  who  the  perfon  was  that  we  were  feeking  for, 
and  giving  a defcription  of  him  ; he  then  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  unhappy  gentleman  he  entertain’d  in  hi? 
houfe,  was  the  vifcount  himfelf. 

This  fill’d  him  with  the  higheft  admiration  and  joy, 
when  he  lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  cried  that  he 
thought  himfelf  the  happieft  man  in  the  world,  in  thus 
having  an  opportunity  to  aflift  diftreft  virtue ; and  there- 
upon he  defir’d  us  to  difpofe  of  hiseflate,  and  his  life. 
Never,  furely,  did  the  Spanifh  generality  difplay  itfelf  in  a 
more  graceful  or  eloquent  manner.  I thank’d  him  in  the 
warmefi:  terms,  and  faid ; This  gentleman  can  certainly  be 
no  other  than  my  father-in- law. The  prefent  you’ll  hereby 
make  us,  will  be  dearer  than  life  itfelf.  Your  generous 
heart  will  now  have  the  beft  opportunity  it  cou’d  ever  de- 
fire, of  gratify  ing  its  impulfes.  But,  Imuftbegyouto 
carry  us  to  Venfacola,  the  very  firft  opportunity  you  have 
for  that  purpofe.  Be  aflur’d  that  the  commiflion  you 
was  pleas’d  to  undertake  for  the  gentleman  at  your  houfe, 
is  now  altogether  ufelefs,  and  that  the  mod  grateful  fer- 
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vice  you  can  ever  do  him,  will  be,  to  bring  us  together  as 
foon  as  poftible.  The  generous  Spaniard  wou’d  fain  have 
cloath’d  us  fir  ft,  but  we  begg’d  him  to  defer  that  till  we 
came  to  Penfacola,  where  we  fhouldbe  proud  of  accepting 
any  good  offices  he  fhould  pleafe  to  indulge  us ; and  added, 
that  we  did  not  doubt  but  it  wou’d  be  in  our  power,  to 
difcover  our  gratitude  in  an  efifential  manner. 

Penfacola  is  a pretty  handfome  Spanifh  fettlement,fituated 
to  the  weft  of  St.  Jofeph  on  the  coaft  of  the  fame  fea. 
Tho’  I did  not  exadtly  know  the  diftance  of  thofe  two 
places,  I yet  believe  it  is  not  confiderable,  becaufe  we 
were  but  two  days  in  our  paflage.  Upon  our  arrival  in 
the  port,  our  Spaniard,  meeting  with  fome  perfons  of 
his  acquaintance,  ask’d  them  whether  no  new  thing  had 
happen’d  in  his  abfence  ? Nothing,  laid  they,  except  that 
the  foreigner  you  took  into  your  father’s  houfe,  is  at  the 
point  of  death.  This  wasmoft  fatal  news  to  my  wife 
and  I,  and  immediately  chang’d  our  joy  into  a deadly 
fear.  We  made  hafte,  but  trembled  at  the  fame  time,  to 
reach  the  Corregidor’s  houfe.  His  fon  firft  went  alone  in- 
to the  vifcount’s  room  ; a precaution  that  was  neceffary, 
in  order  to  prepare  him  by  degrees  for  our  arrival.  We 
waited  at  the  door  j and  confounded  by  the  different  im- 
pulfes  of  joy,  fear  and  forrow,  which  warr’d  in  our  bo- 
foms,  we  clasp’d  each  other  faft,  the  tears  gu  fifing,  tho’ 
unheeded  by  us,  down  our  cheeks.  The  vifcount  was 
told,  after  a few  words  had  been  exchang’d,  that  we 
were,  near  him.  Heavens  1 how  tender  are  the  fenfati- 
onsof  nature!  notwithftanding  hisexceflive  weaknefs, 
he  yet  ftruggled  to  runout  of  bed.  We  heard  him  get- 
ting up,  and  repeat  the  name  of  Fanny , but  in  the  faint- 
eft  voice,  which  his  fighs  and  tears  had  almoft  luppreft. 
We  ran  in,  the  inftant  as  the  Spaniard  kept  him  down  in 
his  bed,  when  the  vifeount  feeing  us  come  in,  he  did 
not  offer  to  move,  but  fitting  up  in  the  bed,  heftretch’d 
out  his  arms  to  us  in  the  utmoft  extacy  of  joy.  Alas! 
daughter!  Alas!  Mr . Cleveland  \ His  fpirits  were  in  fuch 
prodigious  hurry,  that  it  depriv’d  him  of  the  faculty  of 
fpeech. 

We  then  fell  upon  our  knees  before  him.  I kifs’d  one 
of  his  hands,  and  my  wife  fqueez’d  the  other,  put  it  to 
her  lips,  and  bath’d  it  with  her  tears.  We  exprefs’d  our 

felves 
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felves  in  a certain  manner ; but  we  did  not  fo  much  break 
into  articulate  founds,  as  a tender  and  plaintive  murmur, 
which  fhew’d  how  ftrongly  we  were  affected.  We  con- 
tinu’d thus  for  lomc  time,  the  vifcount  reclining  his  head 
upon  us,  being  equally  incapable  of  uttering  a fingle 
word.  At  laft,  I firft  broke  this  render  and  pafTionate 
filence.  Are  we  then  met  again,  fays  I ; we  are  fo  hap- 
py as  to  be  once  more  bleis’d  with  the  fight  of  you! 
Your  abfence,  and  the  uncertainty  of  your  fate,  have  af- 
flidfed  us  mortally.  But  I now  forget  all  the  evils  I have 
fuffer’d  ; I excufe  fortune  for  all  her  cruel  treatment. 
Does  fate  then  give  you  to  our  longing  wifhes  ! What 
moredearcan  we  defire?  But  we  meet  with  you  on  the 
bed  of  ficknefs,  and  at  the  point  of  death  ! Alas,  will 
not  heaven  complete  the  miracle  it  has  wrought  in  our  fa- 
vour ? Has  it  brought  us  happily  to  you,  but  only  to 
fnatchthe  blefting  away,  the  inftantit  was  indulg’d  us ! 
At  leaft  let  it  permit  us  to  breathe  our  laft  with  you ; let 
it  feparate  us  no  more,  in  cafe  it  has  brought  us  together 
out  of  mere  compaftion.  1 added  a thoufand  other  par- 
ticulars, whilft  my  wife  and  our  dear  father  were  reco- 
vering from  their  tranfports.  My  lord  then  open’d  his 
lips  ; and  though  he  was  in  a very  dangerous  condition, 
his  fondaffedtion  gave  him  fpirits  Sufficient,  to  exprefs 
his  joy  in  the  moft  melting  terms.  But  the  words  with 
which  he  ended,  were  far  from  giving  us  the  leaft  fatif- 
fadfion.  I find,  fays  he,  that  I have  but  a very  little  time 
to  live.  Death  appear’d  to  me  in  the  moft  frightful 
fhapes,  a quarter  of  an  hour  ago;  but  now  it  is  far  from 
being  terrible,  fince  I fee  you  both  here.  You  may  very 
eafily  get  to  Cuba,  where  you’ll  meet  with  your  grandfa- 
ther, who,  no  doubt,  will  be  overjoy’d  to  fee  you.  Let 
my  body  be  carried  thither,  in  cafe  you  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  do  it;  and  I farther  defire  you  to  take  care  of  my 
burial.  Gracious  heavens ! fays  he,  with  a freffi  trans- 
port, thou  haft  thenreftor’d  my  dear  children,  my  Fanny, 
my  Cleveland,  to  my  longing  wifhes!  They  fhall  clofe 
my  eyes,  they  fhall  receive  my  lateft  breath,  I fhall  die 
in  their  arms ! He  then  embrac’d  us  again  with  frefh  tran- 
fports of  joy  and  tendernefs. 

I could  anfwer  only  by  my  tears,  to  a difeourfe,  every 
word  of  which  pierced  me  to  the  foul.  My  Wife  con- 
tinu’d 
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tinu’d  alfo  to  fhed  tears  in  abundance ; and  was  unable  to 
exprefs  her  melting  grief,  any  otherwife  than  by  a few 
words,  which  fighs  interrupted  every  moment.  The 
young  Spaniard  who  feem’d  touch’d  to  the  very  foul  at  to 
moving  a fpedfacle  ; and  who  knew  better  than  we  did, 
how  ill  his  lord  (hip  was,  deftr’d  us  to  withdraw  a mo- 
ment, in  order  that  he  might  recover  his  fpirits  a little. 
This  I intended  to  do  j I even  told  him,  that  hehimfelf 
cou’d  not  wifh  fo  much  to  live,  as  we  were  defirous  that 
he  fhou’d;  and  that  we  were  going  to  leave  him  a mo- 
ment, tor  fear  left  the  ftrong  tumults  he  then  felt,  fhou’d 
heighten  his  indifpofition ; however,  he  wou’d  not  per- 
mit us  to  go  away.  Don’t,  fays  he,  bereave  me  of  the 
only  confolation  I can  pofiibly  tafte  in  this  life.  Don’t 
you  plainly  perceive  that  your  prefence  has  reviv’d  me  ? I 
was  dying  but  a moment  before  ? and  ’tis  you  who  pre- 
vent my  foul  taking  its  flight  from  this  weak,  this  feeble 
body  j and  were  I not  fure  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to 
recover,  I wou’d  fooner  expeft  that  from  your  prefence, 
than  from  the  power  of  medicines.  — Wetherefore 
were  oblig’d  to  ftay  with  him.  He  then  told  us,  fo  far  as 
his  weaknefs  wou’d  give  him  leave,  the  misfortunes 
which  had  befallen  him  fince  our  fad  feparation.  The 
circumftances  of  it  differ’d  but  very  little  from  what  the 
Abctquis,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner,  told  us.  Iglou , 
and  the  Englijhmen  who  accompanied  him,  had  loft  their 
lives  in  defending  his.  He  had  fufter’d  under  a long  cap- 
tivity, and  being  oblig’d  to  follow  the  favages  in  all  their 
inroads ; in  which  he  had  been  perpetually  expos’d  to 
fuch  exceflive  fatigue  and  mifery,  that  thefe  had  quite 
ruin’d  his  conftitution,  which  had  before  been  very  much 
weaken’d  by  the  misfortunes  with  which  he  had  been  op- 
prefs’d  for  fo  many  years.  ’Twas  but  a fortnight  ago 
that  the  favages  had  brought  him  to  the  river  whither  we 
had  been  carried ; and  that  he  had  been  fold,  with  a great 
number  of  other  flaves,  to  the  Spaniards  of  Penfaco- 
la. 

After  having  thus  related  all  that  had  happen’d  to  him, 
he  defir’d  us  to  relate  alfo  what  had  befallen  us.  This.  I 
did  in  a few  words, and  omitted  purpofely  all  fuch  gloomy 
circumftances  as  might  increafe  his  illnefs.  He  did  not 
know  that  heaven  had  given  us  a dear  daughter.  My 

wife 


Mr.  Cleveland.  47 

wife  look’d  upon  me  with  a tender  and  melancholy  air, 
when  I came  to  that  part  of  our  ftory . I read  in  her  eyes, 
that  fhewifh’d  to  inform  him  ot  this  aftedting  incident, 
which  muft  neceflarily  have  pleafed  him,  had  it  not  been 
attended  with  fuch  melancholy  circumftances.  I alfo 
took  care  never  to  mention  Mrs.  Riding’s  name,  but 
when  I was  abfolutely  forc’d  to  it. 

But  although  the  agitations  with  which  he  wasfeiz’d, 
had,  perhaps,  prevented  him  till  now  from  thinking  of 
her ; it  yet  was  not  long  before  he  ask’d  us  what  was  be- 
come of  her  i where  ihe  was,  and  why  we  had  not 
brought  her  along  with  us  ? My  heart  wou’d  not  now 
fufifer  metoput  on  a difguife;  upon  which  I told  him 
plainly,  that  heaven  had  been  pleas’d  to  take  her  to  itfelf. 
We  then  all  paid  a tribute  of  tears  to  her  memory  : how- 
ever, thevilcount  wou’d  not  fuffer  his  to  flow.  Where- 
fore, fays  he.  fhou’d  I bewail  her  death,  fince  in  lefs  than 
two  days  I fhall  meet  her  in  the  region  of  fouls?  Alas, 
fays  he,  your  condition  will  be  far  more  unhappy  than 
ours.  I poflibly  may  leave  you  the  wrath  of  heaven  for 
an  inheritance,  which  has  continually  purfuedmej  and 
which,  no  doubt,  will  henceforwards  follow  you,  whi- 
therfoever  you  may  fly.  God!  how  can  I hope  to  be 
eafy  after  death,  in  cafe  I muft  be  forc’d  to  die  with  this 
fad  reflexion?  But  refum’d  he,  interrupting  himfelf, 
wherefore,  ftiou’d  I afflid  myfelf  in  this  voluntary  man- 
ner? Ought  I not,  on  the  contrary,  to  give  a favourable 
interpretation  to  our  unexpedted  meeting ; and  the  ex- 
quifite  pleafure  I tafte,  in  thus  embracing  you  before  I 
die  ? *Tis  impoflible  for  heaven  ever  to  deceive.  It  now 
begins  to  relent}  and  I will  look  upon  this  as  a favourable 
omen,  with  regard  to  my  dear  children  and  myfelf. 

I did  whatever  I cou’d,  during  the  little  time  he  had  to 
live,  to  confirm  him  in  this  confolatory  idea;  and  1 ob- 
ferv’d  that  it  footh’d  his  latter  moments  to  a furprizing 
degree.  He  was  undoubtedly  not  miftaken,  in  hoping 
that  heaven  wou’d  beftow  the  greateft  bleflings  upon  him- 
felf. His  virtue,  which  had  fo  long  been  put  to  the  trial, 
was  now  going  to  be  rewarded  } and  this  happy  prefage, 
which  now  foothed  his  agonies,  was  one  recompence. 
However,  his  unfortunate  children  were  not  included  in 
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thefentence,  which  put  a period  to  his  woes,  and  call’d 
him  to  immortal  blifs. 

He  died  the  third  day  after  our  arrival.  He  had  em- 
ploy’d the  day  before,  not  only  in  giving  us  advice,  in 
what  manner  we  fhould  return  back  to  Europe,  and  what 
we  fhould  do  when  we  were  arriv’d  in  it;  but  iikewifein 
pointing  out  to  us,  how  we  fhou’d  aft,  both  toraife 
our  fortunes,  to  reingratiate  ourfelves  in  his  majefty’s 
favour ; and  to  recover  the  eftate  which  he  had  made  over 
to  the  lord  Terwill,  and  which  he  was  perfuaded  that  ge- 
nerous friend  wou’d  not  fail  to  give  up  to  us.  Towards 
night  he  grew  much  worfe ; neverthelefs  as  he  ftiil  had  all 
his  fenfes  about  him ; he,  by  intervals,  wou’d  recover 
fpirits  enough,  to  breathe  a few  tender  and  melting  ex- 
preflions.  He  kifs’d  his  daughter’s  hands,  he  fqueez’d 
mine ; he  befought  us  every  moment  to  fupprefs  our  tears, 
and  to  love  one  another  eternally:  At  laft  he  told  us,  that 
he  was  fenfible  he  was  juft  going  to  his  long  home;  and 
indeed  he  expir’d  a moment  after,  as  he  had  deftr’d  within 
his  daughters  arms  and  mine. 

So  violent  were  the  pangs  with  which  I was  tortur’d  at 
this  fight,that  I ;ou’d  have  wifh’d  to  fly  from  the  prefence 
of  men;andindulge  noother  fenfationsbutthofeofforrow. 
I wou’d  have  been  glad  to  be  alone,  in  the  moft  defert  part 
of  ail  America ; to  be  there  employ’d  in  filently  bewailing 
my  misfortunes;  to  contemplate  my  felf  in  this  melan- 
choly condition ; to  ask  heaven  why  it  thus  pour’d  out  all 
its  wrath  upon  me;  to  fue  for  its  juftice  or  clemency  with 
flghs  and  groans ; in  cafe  it  wou’d  indue  me  with  patience 
fufficient,  not  to  exafperate  it  ftiil  more  by  my  murmurs 
and  complaints.  I put  my  felf  for  fome  moments  in  this 
deplorable  condition,  by  mere  ftrength  of  imagination, 
and  found  fome  confolation,  even  in  thefe  hateful  images. 
But  now  my  wife’s  tears  and  fighs,  having  recall’d  me 
from  this  kind  of  delirium,  I experienc’d  by  feeing  her, 
that  it  is  poflible  for  the  foul  to  be  mov’d  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  by  a variety  of  Paflions,  and  all  of  ’em  equal- 
ly violent.  She  embrac’d  her  father’s  pale  corps,  and  her 
grief  was  fo  affe&ing,  that  the  Corregidor  his  Ion,  and  all 
the  perfons  prelent,  cou’d  not  forbear  burfting  into  tears 
before  her.  It  was  impoflible  for  me  to  fee  her  in  fuch 
diftra&ion,  without  feeling  the  moft  exquifite  pangs.  Her 
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innate  goodnefs,  which  To  ftrongly  prov’d  how  dear  I 
was  to  her ; that  air  of  fweetnefs  which  (lie  always  wore, 
even  in  this  affliction,  which  border’d  fo  much  upon  def- 
pair;  the  flood  of  lovely  tears,  which  ran  fo  gracefully 
down  her  cheeks ; and  more  than  all, my  love  which  was  as 
ftrongas  ever,  hurried  away  my  ipirits  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  I abandon’d  myfelf  entirely  ro  the  impulfes  of  my 
heart.  I then  took  her  on  a fudden  into  my  arms,  when 
■clafping  her  to  my  bofom,  I fate  down.  Come,  fays  I 
in  a tone  of  voice  breathing  the  ftrongeft  paflion;  come, 
my  amiable  Fanny  ; mix  your  tears  with  mine,  and  let  not 
a Angle  one  drop,  but  what  falls  into  my  bofom ; pour  out 
all  your  wailings  in  my  bofom.  I alone  will  receive  them 

all,  and  die  a thoufand  deaths  to  fpare  you  one. « 

Notwithftanding  flie  was  prey’d  upon  by  the  molt  violent 
grief,  flie  neverthelefs  was  fenflble  to  this  tender  tranfport. 

I have  90 w,  fays  fheina  moft  languifhing  voice,  none 
but  you  left , my  father,  my  mother,  my  child  ! all  I 
ought  to  love  are  dead.  Alas!  did  not  you  furvive,  life 
wou’d  be  quite  infupportable,  and  I wou’d  not  preferve  it 
an  inftant!  The Corregido rand  his  fon,  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  get.  the  vifcount’s  corpfe  carried  into  another 
room  ; and  after  we  mifs’d  it, we  beg’d  it  might  be  brought 
back,  but  to  no  purpofe. 

’Tisnot  without  reafon,  that  I thus  intermix  with  a 
relation  of  one  of  the  moft  fad  calamities  of  my  life,  that 
of  an  impulfe  of  love,  and  fome  tender  expreflions  which 
both  my  wife  and  my  felf  breath’d.  This  obfervation  will 
not  be  thought  indifferent,  by  fuch  of  my  readers  as  have 
penetration  fufficient  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  a paflion, 
which  two  years  of  marriage,  and  an  uninterrupted  leries 
of  misfortunes  had  been  fo  incapable  of  leffening;  that  it 
ftill  had  power  enough  to  make  itfelf  be  heard  in  fo  im- 
perious a manner,  even  amid  the  tranfports  of  the  moft 
violent  forrow  that  ever  tortur’d  a human  breaft.  Will  it 
then  be  furpriz,ing,  to  fee  it  produce  after  this  the  dreadful 
effedfs  which  the  reader  may  expeCt  to  meet  with,  and 
which  I have  oblig’d  my  felf  to  relate  ? I was  dearer  to 
my  wife  than  fhe  cou’dbe  to  her  felf ; and  was  ftill  deaie  : 
to  her,  now  flie  had  loft  her  fond,  her  indulgent  fath<  r. 
' Alas ! I who  thus  reprefent  the  love  fhe  had  for  me,  what 
words  {hall  I find  to  paint  my  own  ? Will  it  be  enough  to 
V 0 l.  II.  C fay 
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fay  that  I worfhipp’d  her  as  my  idol  ? I ador’d  her,  and 
flie  lov’d  me  with  a reciprocal  affe&ion.  By  what  charm 
was  it  poflible  for  diftruft  and  black  fufpicions,  to  fucceed 
foiweet  a certainty  ? This  is  the  only  circumftance  in  this 
particular  that  is  aftonifhing;  for  ’tis  well  known,  that 
when  once  a perfon  no  longer  confides  in  another,  the 
ftrongeft  love  is  apt  to  turn  to  fury , and  to  produce  the  fame 
effe&sas  hatred. 

I know  not  what  gloomy  pleafure  I find,  in  proportion 
as  I proceed  in  the  ftory  of  my  life,  to  interrupt  my  felf 
in  the  manner  I do  ; and  to  anticipate  my  readers  with  re- 
gard to  what  I am  to  relate  hereafter.  Does  not  every  in- 
cident of  my  life  abound  with  circumftances  of  a moft 
lingular  nature  j and  is  not  each  of  ’em  affeding  enough 
to  engage  the  reader’s  attention  ? No ; but  I confult  my 
own  grief,  much  more  than  I do  the  laws  of  hiftory,  and 
the  rules  which  are  prefer ib’d  to  biographers.  How  nu- 
merous foever  and  various  my  misfortunes  may  be,  they 
now  ad  altogether  upon  my  heart ; the  fenfation  which 
now  remains  to  me  of  them,  is  not  the  effedof  variety ; 
Stis  now,  if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  but  an  uniform  mafs 
of  forrow,  which  opprefifes  me  continually  with  its 
weight.  I therefore  (hould  be  glad,  were  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  my  pen  to  unite  in  oneftrokeof  it,  the  feveral  ca- 
lamities of  my  Hfe  j in  the  fame  manner  as  their  effed  is 
united  in  my  foul.  Then  the  reader  would  be  much  better 
able  to  form  a judgment  of  the  Hate  of  it.  Regularity 
and  order  are  a con  (train  t to  me  j and  as  I am  not  able  to  re- 
prefent  all  my  misfortunes  at  one  view,  the  greateftprefent  1 
themfelves  with  the  ftrongeft  force  to  my  memory  ; and 
thel'e  I cou’d  wifh  at  lea  ft , that  I were  allow’d  to  lay  before 
the  reader  before  the  reft. 

However,  I will  ftill  continue  to  relate  the  feveral  inci- 
dents  as  they  happened.  After  fome  days  fpent  in  the 
higheft  excefsof  grief,  which  yet  I difguis’d  as  much  as  {I 
poifibly  I cou’d,  in  order  to  encourage  my  wife  by  my  [: 
example ; I refolv’d  to  leave  Penfacola,  and  to  get  his  lord-  I 
(hip’s  corpfe  embalm’d,  in  order  to  take  it  along  with  us.  ; ; 
Th cCorregitlor  and  his  fon  continu’d  ftill  as  humane  and  ge-  1 : 
nerousasever!  I thought  it  wou’d  not  be  improper,  to 
inform  them  of  the  vilcount’s  birth  and  quality,  in  order  ■ 
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to  engage ’em  to  extend  their  civilities  dill  more  to  us, 
during  the  lad  days  of  his  ficknefs. 

Tho’  they  were  naturally  generous, yet  their  letting  them 
into  thefe  circumdances,  inclin’d  them  dill  more  in  our  fa- 
vour.Both  the  father  and  fon  did  not  fparc  either  care  or  ex- 
pences.  We  confented  to  accept  of  fome  clothes  they 
gave  both  to  us  and  our  fervants, who  were  five  in  number  ^ 
and  when  the  day  which  we  had  fix’d  upon  for  our  arrival 
was  come ; we  not  only  found  that  a little  veffel  had  been 
fitted  for  us,  but  were  greatly  furpriz’d  to  find  that  our 
benefa&ors  weredifpos’d  to  accompany  us.  I did  notop- 
pofe  their  refolution,  being,  on  the  contrary,  very  glad 
to  fee  them  in  \he  Havana-,  where  I was  perfuaded  Don 
Pedro  woud  enable  us  to  difeover  our  gratitude  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  was  agreeable  to  our  wifhes.  The  only  thing 
that  gave  me  uneafinefs  at  our  fetting  out,  was  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  veffel,  which  cou’d  fcarce  hold  us  all,  being 
nine  in  number,  and  a few  failors : but  this  was  the  larged 
that  cou’d  be  met  with  in  the  road  of  Penfacola.  I wou’d 
not  for  the  world  have  my  wife  expos’d  to  the  lead  dan- 
ger ; and  therefore  I took  a refolution  to  coad  it  along  to 
Carlos,  and  to  difpatch  one  of  my  Englijlsmen  from  thence, 
to  inform  the  governor  of  Cuba  where  we  were  $ who,  I 
knew,  wou’d  not  fail  to  fend  a good  tight  fhip  for  us. 
We  arriv’d  happily  at  Carlos,  when  I difpatch’d  Bring  who 
was  one  of  my  Englijhmen , who  return’d  in  lefs  than  a 
week  with  a veffel  fent  by  the  governor.  This  we  went 
mmediately  aboard  of,  and  having  a dronggale  of  wind, 
we  arriv’d  in  twenty  four  hours  at  the  Havana. 

Bon  Pedro  receiv’d  us  with  the  utmod  tendernefs,  as  he 
lad  lod  his  daughter,  and  faw  her  image  reviv’d  in  my 
wife.  He  embrac’d  us  a thoufand  times,  and  declar’d 
hat  we  mud  comfort  him  in  his  old  age.  The  vifeount’s 
orpfe,  which  we  brought  in  a coffin,  was  a melancholy 
•refent.  He  cou’d  not  forbear  fhedding  tears  when  he  re- 
olledted  how  drongly  he  had  endeavour’d  to  prevent  his 
saving  Cuba.  Had  he  follow’d  my  advice,  fays  he,  he 
vou’d  have  dill  been  alive ; he  might  have  commanded 
very  thing  here  as  much  as  myfelf ; and  I wou’d  have 
one  my  utmod  to  make  life  agreeable  to  him.  But  his 
rief  was  vadly  increas’d,  when  he  heard  the  lamentable 
enes  we  had  pafs’d  through  during  two  years ; and  how 
C 2 many 
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many  misfortunes  his  lordfhip  had  met  with,  for  fome 
time  before  he  died.  The  good  old  gentleman  cou’d  hardly 
recover  from  his  aftonifhment.  Sometimes  he  wou’d  re- 
proach himfelf  with  our  calamities,  as  though  he  had  oc- 
cafion’d  them  $ and  a little  after  he  wou’d  call  heaven  to 
witnefs,  that  he,  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  increafe,  had 
done  whatever  lay  in  his  power  to  prevent  them.  Did 
not  I,  faid  he  every  moment,  employ  all  the  arguments  I 
coud  think  of  to  detain  him  ? Did  not  I even  foretel  part 
of  the  fatal  accidents  which  afterwards  befelhim?  Was 
it  in  my  power  to  aflift  him  with  forces  after  a peace  was 
concluded  between  Spain  and  England  ? Did  I not  advife 
him  every  thing  for  his  good  ? But  why  did  not  he,  at 
leaft,  leave  his-daughter  with  me  ? As  I was  his  father-in- 
law,  ought  he  not  to  have  confided  in  me,  foonerthan  in 
any  other  perfon  in  the  world  ? Why  did  he  not,  at  leaft, 
return  to  Cuba , after  he  had  fail’d  in  his  enterprize  upon 
Virginia  Although  thefe  wailings  were  now  in- 

effectual, they  yet  (bowed,  that  we  might  expert  the 
greateft  indulgence  from  our  grandfather.  Of  this  he  gave 
us,  a few  days  after,  the  ftrongeft  teftimonies,  by  the 
fplendid  manner  in  which  he  buried  his  lordfhip.  This 
fadly-folemn  ceremony  awak’d  all  our  forrows.  The  on- 
ly motive  of  confolation  I had  now  left,  was,  that  as  I 
now  enjoy’d  my  freedom  and  eafe  in  the  Havana , I was 
now  enabled  to  return  to  the  ftudy  of  wifdom,  which 
the  many  fufferings  I had  undergone  for  fome  time,  wou’d 
notfuffer  metopurfue,  but  in  meditation  only.  I now 
poffefs,  fays  I,  my  dear  wife  and  my  books.  Thefe 
are  two  powerful  remedies  which  may  contribute  to 
footh  my  anxiety,  and  heal  my  tortur’d  heart. 

Bon  Pedro,  from  the  very  moment  of  our  arrival,  treat- 
ed us  as  though  we  had  been  his  children,  and  continued 
to  do  fo,  all  the  time  we  ftaid  with  him.  He  firft  figna- 
liz’d  his  generofity , by  rewarding  the  Corregidor  of  Penfa - 
cola  for  the  great  fervice  he  had  done  us.  He  beftow’d  ve- 
ry confiderable  prefents  on  the  father,  and  beftow’d  one 
of-  the  moft  honourable  employments  in  the  ifland  on  the 
fon.  As  I had  been  married  to  my  wife,  only  by  th( 
reciprocal  promife  we  made,  and  the  confent  which  hei 
father  was  pleas’d  to  indulge  us ; Don  Pedro  defir’d  i 
might  be  ratified  by  the  prieftly  fanCtion.  This  threw  u: 
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into  Tome  perplexity.  We  were  not  of  the  Romijh  per- 
fuafion;  and  there  was  no  probability  of  our  meeting 
with  a proteftant  clergyman  among  the  Spaniards ; To  that 
Don  Vedro's  defiies,  as  well  as  our  own,  wou’d  not  have 
been  gratified  for  a long  time, had  we  not  atlaft  confented  to 
| receive  the  nuptial  blefTing  from  a pried:  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  But  although,  properly  fpeaking,  1 did  not  immedi- 
ately profefs  any  religion ; I yet  was  of  opinion, that  it  was 
our  duty  to  venerate  the  clergy  of  all  thofe  whoacknow- 
. ledge  and  ferve  one  only  God,  merely  upon  account 
j of  the  Deity  they  reprefent.  And  thereupon  I exhorted 
j my  wife  not  to  fcruple  to  repeat  her  folemn  promifes  in 
, prefence  of  Don  Vedro's  chaplain.  The  governor  and  all 
! the  inhabitants  oi  th e Havana,  wou’d  have  been  overjoy’d, 

! had  we  embrac’d  their  communion  ; but  their  worfhip  is 
fo  whimfical  and  fuperftitious,  efpecially  among  the  Spa - 
| niards ; that  it  is  impoffible  for  a man  of  fenfe,  who  is 
not  blinded  by  the  prejudices  of  education,  to  entertain 
, a favourable  idea  ot  the  church  of  Rome.  I therefore  begg’d 
, of  the  governor  not  to  infid:  upon  my  turning  catholick  ; 

I promifing,  at  the  fame  time  to  let  my  wife  chufe  for  her- 
J felf. 

My  dear  Fanny , notwithftanding  the  fatigues  of  the 
i voyage,  and  the  various  calamities  fhe  had  fuffier’d,  was 
. pretty  far  advanc’d  with  child.  1 had  trembled  a thoufand 
, times,  when  we  were  furrounded  with  dangers,  for  the 
j dear  infant  fhe  then  went  with.  But  the  tranquillity  we 
r enjoy’d  at  the  Havana , having  foon  reftor’d  her  to  health  j 
, fhe  was  happily  deliver’d  of  two  children  a very  few 
, months  after  our  arrival.  She  was  firft  brought  to  bed  of 
a fon ; but  as  the  other  remain’d  behind,  I was  afraid  it 
would  be  attended  with  fome  unhappy  confequences , fix 
i weeks  after,  fhe  was  as  happily  deliver’d  of  another  fon. 
I offer’d  up  my  lincere  thanks  to  heaven  for  thisprefent, 
but  yet  did  not  dare  abandon  myfelf  to  joy,  when  I re- 
fle&ed  on  the  fad  fate  our  dear  daughter  had  met  with.  In- 
. dulgent  heaven  1 did  I cry  in  the  bitternefs  of  that  thought, 
. thou  giveft  me  more  than  thou  bereaved:  me  of  j but  what 
, fatisfa&ion  foever  I may  receive  from  the  birth  of  my  two 

j fons,  will  it  ever  outweigh  the  exceffive  forrow  which  my 
dear  daughter’s  unhappy  death  fill’d  me  with  ? . . As 
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for  Don  Tedro  and  my  wife,  they  were  greatly  comforted  i 
to  fee  our  family  increas’d  in  this  manner. 

I fpent  fometime  in  th e Havana  in  themoft  eafy  man- 
ner, and  very  feldom  went  abroad.  Thofe  hours  I did 
not  pafs  with  my  wife  or  Don  Vedro , were  devoted  to  ftu- 
dy.  I generally  perus’d  Spanijh  authors  j and  tho’  I fel- 
dom approv’d  of  their  thoughts,  or  their  diction,  I never- 
thelefs  frequently  met  with  excellent  touches  in  their 
works,  on  which  I would  build  the  moll  profound  and 
ufeful  fpeculations ; and  all  thefe  I directed  to  the  improve- 
ment ot  my  conduct,  and  the  ftrengthening  of  my  mind. 
My  old  principles,  that  precious  inheritance  which  my 
mother  had  left  me,  were  not  fo  eras’d  from  my  memory, 
but  I cou’d  eafily  difcover  the  traces  of  them . Although 
my  imagination  had  been  lefs  employ’d  on  thefe  for  fome 
time,  (it  having  beenalmoft  perpetually  fill’d  with  a nu- 
merous multitude  of  other  obje&s,  which  had  divided  my 
attention)  yet  the  footfteps  of  them  ftill  exifted  in  it ; and 
the  reader  may  have  obferv’d,  that  they  always  had  a 
ftrong  influence  on  my  behaviour.  Thefe  principles  I re- 
colleded,  in  the  fame  order  that  they  had  been  inculcated. 
1 imagin’d  m y felf  to  be  adling  over  again  the  fame  fcenes 
I had  pafs’d  thro’,  from  the  time  I had  left  Rumney-Marfb , 
and  my  mother’s  grave.  I compar’d  all  my  a&ions,  my 
virtues  and  weaknefles,  my  pleafures  and  pains,  my  hap- 
py and  unhappy  adventures ; the  ufe  I had  made  of  them, 
with  thofe  moral  precepts,  thewifdomof  which  I once 
was  fo  fenfible  of.  I examin’d  on  what  occafions,  and 
what  were  the  motives  which  had  made jne  depart  from 
them  i and  whether  it  were  their  fault  or  mine  ? Whether 
it  were  weaknefs  of  mind,  or  a hurry  of  the  paflions  on 
my  fide ; or  on  theirs,  a want  of  truth  to  condudt  me, 
or  of  ftrength  to  fupport  me  ? I difcover’d  in  a clearer 
manner  than  I had  ever  done,  the  fource  of  all  my  im- 
pulfes,  and  the  mod  fecret  fprings  of  all  my  paflions.  In 
fine,  I was  not  fatisfy’d  with  having  carry’d,  as  it  were  a 
torch  to  view  the  molt  fecret  receffes  of  my  heart ; every 
thing  I perceiv’d  in  it  of  an  evil  tendency,  I endeavour’d 
to  banifli  from  it  $ or  to  eftablifh  it  in  a ftill  ftronger  man- 
ner, in  cafe  I found  it  was  relative  to  virtue.  Endeavour- 
ing even  to  extend  my  cares  to  futurity,  I form’d  to  my 
felf  a kind  of  arfenal  of  moral  and  philofophical  wea- 
pons. 
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pons,  fit  for  all  occafions,  and  adapted  to  a thoufand 
circumftances  which  it  was  impofiible  for  me  to  fore- 
tel. 

I muft  be  oblig’d  to  acknowledge,  to  the  glory  of  phi- 
lofophy  andrealon,  that  thefe  two  guides  were  more 
powerful  than  all  my  evils.  Atter  fo  many  forrows  as  l 
had  been  affl idled  with,  they  were’able  to  reftore a certain 
tranquillity  to  my  foul ; and  to  raife  it  to  a,  height,  whence 
1 cou’d  perceive  happinefs,  as  a (late  to  which  I was  ftill 
allow’d  to  afpire.  Indeed,  a melancholy  ftill  fate  brooding 
over  my  fpirits,  which  I cou’d  not  flatter  my  felf  that  ei- 
ther time  or  all  my  efforts  wou’d  ever  be  able  to  difpcl ; 
but  I now  accuftom’d  myfelf  to  confider  it,  not  fo  much 
as  an  indifpofition  of  the  foul,  as  a change  which  age 
brings  about;  and  which  moft  people  are  troubled  with, 
after  a certain  number  of  years  are  paft.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  fatigue  alone  I had  gone  through  in  my  troubles, 
and  the  continual  misfortunes  I had  met  with  in  them, 
might  have  wrought  this  change  in  me.  Though  it  was 
not  poflible  for  me  to  forget  my  misfortunes,  I neverthe- 
kfs  had  acquir’d,  fo  much  ftrength,  as  to  bear ’em  fo  far 
with  patience  and  resignation,  as  to  aftfuft:  myfelf  without 
trouble;  and  to  complain,  if  I alfo  may  be  allow’d  the 
expreflion,  without  grief  or  murmuring.  Such  was  the 
frame  and  lituation  of  my  mind  at  the  Havana. 

During  my  refidence  there,  I had  been  inform’d  of  the 
feveral  revolutions  which  had  happen’d  in  England,  fince 
the  time  I had  left  Trance.  I had  heard  that  the  new  fa- 
brick  of  the  commonwealth  was  deftroy’d ; that  the 
Protestor’s  family  was  ruin’d ; that  the  royal  houfe  was 
return’d,  with  the  feveral  circumftances  of  King  Charles’s 
happy  reftoration,  and  how  propitioufly  it  had  been 
brought  about.  This  happy  news  made  us  wifh  to  be  in 
England,  had  it  been  poftible  for  us  to  have  left  the  ifland 
of  Cuba  in  a decent  manner ; but  we  were  bound  to  Don 
Tedro  by  number lefs  obligations,  who  ftill  began  to  fhower 
down  his  favours  upon  us.  My  wife  was  defirous  of  liv- 
ing with  him,  ’till  heaven  fhou’d  pleafe  to  take  him  out  of 
the  world ; in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  the  confolation, 
of  having  fome  perfon  who  was  dear  to  him  to  clofe  his 
eyes.  I acquiefc’d  readily  with  her  wifhes.  With  regard 
to  him,  he  did  not  doubt  but  we  intended  to  continue  al- 
C 4 ways 
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ways  in  his  houfe.  He  indeed  was  the  neareft  relation 
my  wife  had  left*  and  he’d  look  uponher,and  our  children, 
as  though  they  had  been  his  own.  Neverthelefs,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  love  we  had  for  this  venerable  gen- 
tleman, yet  as  we  were  born  in  different  countries,  we 
cou’d  not  but  look  upon  our  felves  as  Grangers  in  his  houfe ; 
fothat  we  were  far  from  thinking,  though  the  contrary 
afterwards  happen’d,  that  he  would  have  made  us  his  foie 
heirs. 

I happen’d,  before  the  year  was  out,  to  fhare  in  an  ad- 
venture of  fo  extraordinary  a nature,  that  it  deferves  to 
be  taken  notice  of  in  this  place,  tho’  I thereby  interrupt 
the  thread  of  my  narration  j and  I don’t  doubt  but  it  will 
be  agreeable  to  my  readers. 

The  captain  of  aSpanifh  veffel  which  was  arriv’d  from 
TortoRico, being  come  to  pay  his  compliments  to DonVedro , 
told  him, before  me,  that  he  had  met  with  a dreadful  ftorm 
between  Jamaica  and  the  coaft  of  Nicaragua ; and  had  been 
drove,  by  the  winds,  onthefhoreof  a fmalldefertifland 
call’d  Serrana.  He  told  us  that  he  had  fpent  two  days  on 
it,  waiting  till  the  tempeft  might  ceafe  ; during  which/ 
fome  of  his  failors  wentafhore,  and  had  rambled  up  and 
down  the  ifland,  which  is  not  above  three  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. Altho’  it  feem’d  to  be  uninhabited,  he  ne- 
verthelefs had  perceiv’d  the  footfteps  of  a man  in  feveral 
places  j and  therefore  not  doubting  but  they  fhould  meet 
with  one,  they  had  fearch’d  the  moft  remote  places  in  it 
for  that  purpofe.  At  laft,  continued  the  captain,  they 
faw  coming  out  of  a hole  at  the  bottom  of  a deep  valley, 
a man  of  a tall  ftature,  cloath’d  in  a pretty  rich  drefs,  but 
dirty  and  torn  ; who  the  moment  he  fpy’d  them,  ftruck 
into  a little  wood.  They  foon  found  him,  and  having  laid 
hold  of  him,  he  was  brought  to  me.  I ask’d  him  in  Spa- 
nijh  who  he  was  ? He  anfwer’d  in  his  own  tongue  that  he 
was  an  Englifhman ; and  that  he  was  very  much  furpriz’d, 
as  he  had  not  injur’d  any  of  my  crew,  why  they  Hop’d  him 
in  a forcible  manner.  I defir’d  him  to  excufe  their  rude- 
nefs,  and  offer’d  to  ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 
He  feem’d  to  be  loft  in  thought  a moment,  when  recover- 
ing himfelt,  he  told  me  that  he  flood  in  need  of  two  things  j 
and  that  he  wou’d  be  vaftly  oblig’d  to  me,  in  cafe  I ccu’d 
procure ’em  him.  The  firft,  was,  tofurnifhhim  with  the 
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feveral  materials  which  were  neceflary  for  writing,  that 
is,  paper,  pens  and  ink  ; the  fccond,  was  to  give  him  a 
few  books,  in  cafe  I had  any  on  board  my  veflel,  in  or- 
der to  divert  him  in  his  folitude.  I immediately  pro- 
mis’d  to  oblige  him  in  thefe  two  trifling  favours  ; but 
being  defirous  of  knowing  who  he  was,  and  part  of  his 
ftory  ; I entreated  him  to  tell  me  what  it  was  that  could 
engage  him  to  d well  in  this  folitude,  and  why  he  wou’d 
not  take  the  opportunity  of  embarking  along  with  us  ? 
In  cafe  I could  be  perfuaded,  fays  he,  interrupting  me 
fuddenly,  that  there  was  one  honeft  man  in  the  world,  I 
would  leave  this  ifland  immediately.  But  after  the  bafe- 
nefs  and  treachery  I have  met  with,  I would  gladly  hide 
myfeltinthe  bowels  of  theearth,  in  order  to  be  remov’d 
from  thofe  who  dwell  on  the  furface  of  it.  He  abfo- 
lutely  refus’d  to  explain  himfelf  farther ; when  being  ur- 
gent with  me  to  give  him  what  I had  promis’d  ; he  left' 
me,  and  begg’d  I wou’d  not  fuffer  my  crew  to  moleft 
him  any  more.  I pitied  him,  continued  the  Spanifh 
captain,  becaufe  he  appear’d  by  his  countenance  and  be- 
haviour, to  be  a man  of  honour  and  aperfon  of  diftinc- 
tion.  But  not  being  able  to  force  him  away  from  thence 
againft  his  will,  I took  advantage  of  the  favourable' 
gale  which  had  fprung  up,  and  immediately  made  for 
this  place. 

This  relation,  which  had  nothing  in  it  that  fhould  af- 
fe£t  me  more  than  it  did  the  reft  of  thofe  who  heard  it,’ 
ftruck  me  neverthelefs  in  fuch  a manner,  as  fhow’d  ! had 
been  vaftly  more  touch’d  with  it  than  another  perfon  j . 
and  indeed  I cou’d  not  put  it  out  of  my  head',  for  feve- 
ral days.  I was  inceflar.tly  meditating  on  that  force  of 
reafon  and  bravery,  with  which  I fuppos’d  the  breaft  of 
that  man  mu  ft  have  been  infpir’d,  who  could  thus  refolve 
with  himfelf  to  retire  to  fo  deep  a folitude.  To  this  I 
fubioyn’d  the  motive  which  had  prompted  him  to  it, 
viz.,  a hatred  of  treachery  and  injuftice,  and  from  thefe 
two,  I form’d  to  myfelf  a mod  amiable  idea  of  this  un- 
known. This,  fays  I to  myfelf,  is  a man  I fhould  in- 
fallibly love,  in  cafe  I were  fo  happy  as  to  know  him. 
He  would  alfo  love  me,  for  he  would  find  thatreffitude 
of  foul  in  me,  which  he  fancies  is  abfolutely  banifh’d 
from  among  men.  I have  no  friend  left.  Wherefore  . 
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then  {hould  I not  endeavour  to  make  him  one,  whofe 
temper  and  principles  feem  fo  fuitable  to  mine  ? Beftdes, 
I (hall  do  a generous  and  charitable  office  to  an  unhappy 
man,  who  feems  not  to  deferve  his  ill-fate,  if  I contri- 
bute to  the  confolation  of  hisforrows;  and  to  make  him, 
perhaps,  tafte  a thoufand  fvveets,  which  he  could  never 
have  flatter’d  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  enjoying  in  this 
life.  I therefore  found  myfelf  ftrongly  prompted,  to  ga 
to  the  ifland  of  Serrana  for  this  purpofe.  I enquir’d  af- 
ter its  fituation,  and  how  far  it  was  diftant  from  us  and 
the  feveral  particulars  I heard,engag’d  me  ftill  more  to  vifit 
it.  This  ifland  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Jamaica  ; fo  that 
as  T had  a defign  for  fome  time  to  go  for  Tort-Royal , ia 
order  to  be  certainly  inform’d  of  the  ftate  of  England ; 
I could  go  by  that  city  without  going  out  of  my  way. 
This  voyage  wou’d  not  take  up  much  time ; and  as  the 
ieveral  nations  who  have  fettlements  in  this  part  of  the 
iVeJl-Indies,  were  in  a profound  peace,  I cou’d  not  appre- 
hend the  leaft  danger.  My  wife  was  neverthelefs  very 
uneafy  when  I talk’d  of  going  ; however,  I at  laft,  by 
the  arguments  I us’d,  made  her  approve  of  my  enterprize. 
You  wou’d  not,  fays  I,  be  againft  my  undertaking  a 
voyage,  in  cafe  it  would  bring  me  to  the  poffieflion  of  a 
treafure  5 and  can  you  be  againft  my  undertaking  one, 
which  is  fuggefted  by  virtue  and  compaffion?  Suffer 
me  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  riches  which  I efteem.  In 
cafe  you  love  me  enough  to  wifli  me  happy,  what 
need  you  care  which  way  it  is  brought  about,  in  cafe  I 
am  made  fo  efientially  ? And  then,  as  you  are  naturally 
fo  good-natur’d  and  generous,  can  you  think  after  a dif- 
ferent manner  from  me,  what  it  is  that  forms  the  felicity 
of  a tender  and  upright  heart  ? When  I tell  you  that  I 
am  in  want  of  a friend  ; and  that  I fhall  undertake  that 
voyage  merely  in  this  view ; don’t  you  perceive  that  fuch 
a treafure  is  worth  looking  after  ? My  wife  made  but  one 
objection  to  this:  Am  notl,  fays  ihe,  your  wife?  Am 
not  I moreover,  your  tender,  your  faithful  friend  ? Do 
you  hope  to  meet  with  fomething  in  another,  which  you 
cannot  find  in  me  ? To  this  I anfwer’d,  that  what  I call’d 
the  happinefs  of  friendfhip,  ought  to  be  taken  in  a diffe- 
rent fenfe.  With  regard  to  myfelf,  fays  I,  it  is  fo  far 
from  fuppoling  that  I don’t  meet  with  every  thing  in 

you 


Mr.  Cleveland.  fp 

you  that  is  eflential  to  the  forming  of  my  happinefs;  that 
’tis  on  the  contrary,  becaufe  I am  infinitely  To  ; that  I 
now  want  this  other  felicity  which  Ifeek  in  friendfhip. 
Hear  me,  dear  Fanny,  fays  I,  and  comprehend  this  rid- 
dle if  you  can.  You,  my  charming  creature,  create  my 
happinefs  ; but  then  in  order  that  I may  be  fenfible  of 
the  happinefs  which  I enjoy  by  your  prefence,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  that  I fhould  have  fomeperfon  who  is  not  you; 
to  whom  I may  not  only  tell  this,  but  in  whom  I may 
have  confidence  enough,  to  declare  it  with  pleafure  j and 
who  may  love  me  dear  enough  to  be  pleas’d  at  hearing 
it. 

I embark’d  at  the  Havana  on  a good  fhip,  which  was 
well  mann’d  ; and  the  wind  was  fo  favourable,  that  I 
got  to  Jamaica  the  day  after.  I there  met  with  an  Eng- 
lift 7 veffel,  arriv’d  from  the  port  of  London , the  captain 
whereof  happily  confirm’d  all  that  Don  Pedro  had  told  me, 
with  regard  to  king  Charles's  reftoration.  This  was  not 
a new  event,  that  monarch  having  been  return’d  above 
two  years  from  his  exile  ; but  then  I was  unacquain- 
ted with  a great  number  of  circumftances,  which  I had 
heard  with  the  utmoft  pleafure.  I afterwards  enquir’d, 
whether  any  one  had  heard  at  Port-Royal,  of  an  Englijhman 
who  had  banifh’d  himfelf  to  the  ifland  of  Serrana,  where 
he  refided,  firmly  refolv’d  not  to  converfe  with  his  fel- 
low creatures  more.  No  one  had  heard  of  him  ; but  I 
was  told  feveral  particulars  concerning  that  ifland,  which 
made  me  much  more  defirous  of  vifiting  it.  Theyaf- 
fur’d  me,  that  it  borrow’d  its  name  from  one  Serrano , a 
Spanijh  gentleman,  who  had  liv’d  a great  number  of 
years  in  it,  in  the  fame  folitary  manner  as  the  Engliflj - 
man  whom  I mention’d  to  them ; that  it  was  not  only  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  get  near  this  ifland,  becaufe  of 
the  rocks  which  furroundit ; but  evendreadtul,  Speci- 
ally in  the  night,  becaufe  it  feems  to  throw  out  flames, 
on  that  part  of  it  which  lies  towards  Nicaragua  ; that 
this  had  not  prevented  feveral  people  from  having  the 
curiofity  to  vifit  it ; and  that  fome  things  had  happen’d 
which  fhow’d  that  the  flames  jufi:  now  mention’d,  were 
owing  to  an  extraordinary  caufe. 

Thereupon  I was  told,  that  Sir  George  Afcough , after 
having  feiz’d  in  the  parliament’s  name,  upon  Barbadoes , 
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which  the  lord*  Willoughby  commanded  in  the  king’s 
name  ; had  intended,  on  the  relation  which  he  had  heard 
of  the  ifland  of  Serranct,  to  go  thither,  merely  out  of  cu- 
riofity.  He  arriv’d  at  it  very  happily,  juft  after  it  was 
dark,  but  was  a little  afraid  at  the  fight  of  the  flames  with 
which  it  Teem’d  to  be  entirely  furrounded.  Aftonifh- 
ment  fucceeded  his  fears,  when  he>©b£erv’d,  as  he  drew 
nearer  the  fhore,  that  the  flames  Teem’d  to  draw  back 
from  him.  He  then  went  afhore  with  his  crew,  who 
were  as  brave  as  himTelf  ; and  being  reTolv’d  not  to  put 
off  till  the  next  day,  the  fearching  after  the  cauTe  of  this 
phenomenon ; he  advanc’d  forward  into  the  ifland,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  flames  Teem’d  ftillto  fly,  as  it  were,  be- 
fore him.  At  laft,  when  he  now  began  to  be  perfuaded 
that  thefe  flames  were  not  real,  but  only  an  illufion  ot 
fancy;  they  flopp’d  in  Tuch  a manner,  that  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  go  farther.  But  now  being  prodigi- 
oufly  furpriz’d,  he  walk’d  a great  many  times  round  the 
place  whence  the  flames  iflued,  which  Teem’d  to  riTe  out 
of  the  earth,  and  to  have  no  other  fuel  but  that.  He 
then  held  out  his  hands  towards  the  flames,  but  they 
fcorch’d  them  To  prodigioufly,  that  he  was  oblig’d  to 
draw  them  back.  The  night  being  Tpent  without  any 
other  accident,  he  obferv’d  that  the  flames  diTappear’d 
with  the  darkneTs.  But  Teeing  that  a black  vapour  con- 
tinued to  rife  from  the  fame  place,  he  order’d  Tome  of 
his  Tailors  to  return  to  the  (hip,  and  to  bring  back  Tuch 
inftruments  as  were  proper  for  digging.  Four  of  them 
undertook  to  throw  up  the  ground ; but  Tcarce  had  they 
dug  up  a lay  of  hot,  and  almoft  burning  ftones,  which 
cover’d  the  Turface ; but  the  ground  opening  under  their 
feet,  they  were  fwallow’d  up  alive,  none  of  their  com- 
panions  daring  to  advance  forwards,  toaflift  them.  Sir 
George , being  vaftly  aftonifh’dat  what  he  Taw,  and  per- 
haps terrified,  was  for  returning  immediately  on  board  j 
but  both  himTelf  and  his  crew  were  intoxicated,  whether 
this  were  owing  to  the  vapour,  or  Tome  other  cauie  ; 
infomuch  that  they  found  it  a very  difficult  matter  to 
get  back  to  the  fhore.  They  even  felt  the  moll  dreadful 
pains  in  all  their  limbs, as  they  drew  farther  from  the  ifland; 
and  were  not  recover’d,  till  after  they  had  repos’d  them- 
felves  for  Tome  days. 
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Without  endeavouring  to  examine  into  the  truth  of 
this  incident,  which  methought  might  be  accounted 
for  from  natural  principles,  I thought  only  of  fetting  out 
for  Serrana  as  foon  as  poflible.  The  wind  continuing 
favourable,  I reach’d  it  in  a little  time,  but  did  not  per- 
ceive any  flames  as  I drew  near  the  (bore.  ’Twas  then, 
indeed,  noon  ; and  we  were  on  the  north  fide  of  it.  I 
found  that  the  banks  of  the  ifland  were  very  Tandy  and 
barren.  We  Taw  fuch  a multitude  of  tortoifes  on  the 
fand,  that  I had  reafon  to  believe,  thofe  who  inhabited 
that  folitude,  did  not  want  provifions.  The  ifland  is 
not  above  three  leagues  in  circumference,  To  that  I did 
not  doubt  but  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  me  to  go 
round  it  before  the  day  ended  ; and  to  find  in  Tome  part 
or  other,  what  I chiefly  came  in  fearch  of.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  after  I had  gone  a little  up  into  the  country,  I Taw 
To  many  little  woods,  and  Tuch  a variety  of  foils;  that 
I imagin’d  it  would  not  be  To  eafy  a matter  for  me 
to  find  the  Solitary  as  I at  firfl  imagin’d.  I rambled  up 
and  down,  with  part  of  the  Tailors,  a great  part  of  the 
afternoon.  And  now  the  evening  coming  on,  I refolv’d 
to  go  to  the  top  of  a hill  whence,  I Taw,  not  only  the 
iurrounding  ocean  but  alfo  a great  number  of  little  val- 
lies,  which  I had  not  Teen  before.  I had  not  flood  ten 
minutes  upon  it,  when  Ifpy’d,  at  about  half  a mile  di- 
ftance  from  me,  a man  who  was  walking  flowly  to- 
wards the  bottom  of  a valley.  I cou’d  not  doubt  but 
this  was  the  perfon  I was  in  fearch  of  ; and  thereupon 
I order’d  my  Tailors  to  wait  there  ; and  taking  only 
one  with  me,  I made  as  much  hafte  as  I could  towards 
the  valley,  in  order,  if  poflible,  to  come  up  with  the 
Solitary , before  it  was  dark. 

I got  to  him  before  he  had  taken  any  notice  of  us,  and 
found  that  he  was  very  near  the  place  of  his  abode.  I 
ftop’d,  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  enter  into  it.  ’Twas 
not  a hole,  as  the  Spanijh  captain  had  defcrib’d  it,  but 
a commodious  hut,  tho’  built  wholly  of  turf,  rais’d  up- 
on wooden  poles.  I then  went  to  the  entrance  of  it,' 
when  the  Solitary  Teem’d  to  be  in  a prodigious  furprize. 
However,  without  dflcovering  the  leaft  fear,  he  ask’d 
in  Englijh,  what  had  brought  me  into  that  ifland,  and  if 
I had  any  bufinefs.  As  I refolv’d  to  be  a little  acquainted 
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with  him,  before  I reveal’d  myfelf  to  him,  I conten- 
ted myfelf  with  making  him  a civil  anfwer,  to  prevent 
his  being  alarm’d  at  my  coming.  He  then  ask’d  mefe- 
veral  queftions  ; fuchas,  whether  I were  anEnglifbman* 
whither  I was  bound  for  ? whence  I came  ? And  having 
fatisfiedhim  in  thefefeveral  particulars,  he  feem’d  to  be 
highly  pleas’d,  when  I told  him  I intended  to  go  back  to 
Jamaica  > and  thereupon  defir’d  I would  carry  him  thi- 
ther. This  requeft  furpriz’d  me  very  much.  I fuppofe, 
fays  I,  that  you  are  now  weary  of  your  folitude,  and 
are  refolv’d  never  to  return  again  into  this  ifland — I came 
fays  he,  with  an  air  of  the  deepeft  melancholy,  into 
this  ifland,  with  a defign  of  fpending  my  days  in  it 5 
but  the  juft  caufe  I have  to  hate  mankind,  cannot  get 
the  better  of  the  affliction  which  preys  upon  me  night 
and  day.  I am  refolv’d  to  leave  the  ifland,  and  return  to 
Europe.  The  world  is  fill’d  with  treacherous  creatures  j 
but  ftnce  ’tis  a neceflary  evil,  I muft  arm  myfelf  with 
patience,  and  live  as  well  as  I can  among  them. 

I gaz’d  upon  him  attentively  as  he  was  talking.  He 
had  a promising  afpedt ; but  then  I difcover’d  fomething 
fevere  in  his  looks,  that  did  not  fill  me  with  the  fatif- 
fadiion,  which  I had  flatter’d  myfelf  his  prefence  would 
give  me.  He  was  pale  and  wan,  and  his  clothes  were 
very  much  tatter’d.  I am  furpriz’d,  faysl,  that  the  mo- 
tives which  prompted  you  to  withdraw  to  this  folitude, 
fhould  not  be  ftrong  enough  to  engage  you  to  continue 
in  it.  Are  thefe  fo  abfolutely  a fecret,  that  you  cannot 
reveal  them  to  me  ? Upon  my  faying  this,  he  defir’d  me. 
to  fit  down  by  him ; and  after  mufing  a few  moments, 
he  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  any  reafon  which  ought  to 
engage  him  to  conceal  his  name  from  me,  as  I appear’d 
to  be  a gentleman  and  a man  of  honour  $ and  that  the  fer- 
vice  1 was  going  to  do  him,  by  the  opportunity  1 fur- 
nifh’d  him  with  of  returning  into  Europe , deferv’d,  atleaft, 
that  he  fhould  reveal  himfelf  to  me. 

My  name,  fays  he,  is  well  known  in  the  world.  I 
am  general  Lambert.  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  ow’d  all 
his  fortune  to  me,  and  for  whofe  fake  I had  facrific’d 
every  thing,  abandon’d  me  in  fo  perfidious  a manner ; 
that  he  was  not  afhamed,  at  laft,  to  remove  me  from 
all  my  employments,  which  I had  purchas’d  with  my 
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blood  and  fervices.  Fleetwood  and  Desborough,  who  were 
never  capable  of  undertaking  anything  without  my  ad- 
vice ; and  who  muft  have  fallen,  the  moment  I ceas’d  to 
fupportthem;  betray’d  me  in  a ftill  more  cruel  manner  $ 
and  this  at  a time  when  I ventur’d  my  life  and  fortune  for 
their  fakes.  Ingoldsby , the  moll  wicked  wretch  that  ever 
Jiv’d}  and  who,  neverthelefs,  was  more  oblig’d  to  me 
than  to  any  other  perfon,  has  neverthelefs  carried  his  in- 
gratitude to  fuch  a pitch,  as  not  only  to  abandon  my  in- 
tereft,  but  even  to  attack  me  fword  in  hand  j to  feize, 
and  fell  me  to  general  Monk  for  a fum  of  money } and  af- 
ter this  to  imprifon  me  in  a dungeon,  where  I was  loaded 
with  irons.  Shall  I relate  to  you,  thefeveral  treacherous 
adfions  of  my  friends,  of  my  creatures,  andfervants?  I 
fhould  now  enjoy  the  proteSlorfhip  inftead  of  Cromwell , 
in  cafe  I cou’d  have  infpir’d  thofe  on  whom  I fhower’d 
down  numberlefs  favours,  I won’t  fay  with  a lively  fenfe 
of  gratitude,  but  with  thofe  firfi:  feeds  of  humanity, 
which  ought,  at  leaft,  to  engage  people  not  to  betray 
and  ruin  thofe  to  whom  they  owe  their  all.  Unhappy 
man  that  lam!  I have  not  met  with  fidelity  in  one  man 
in  the  world}  I have  been  abandon’d,  betray’d,  de- 
liver’d up,  condemn’d  to  die  by  amoft  cruel  fentence; 
and  afterwards  pardon’d,  but  with  fuch  intolerable  marks 
of  contempt  and  difdain,  that  I cannot  look  upon  life 
as  a favour.  The  king  had  banifh’d  me  for  life  to  the 
ifland  of  Guernfey.  1 was  divided  for  fome  time,  whe- 
ther it  wou’d  notf  be  better  for  me  to  kill  my- 
-felf,  than  to  go  and  bury  myfelf  in  this  fad  folitude.  I 
was  in  this  uncertainty,  when  I was  plung’d  again  into 
frefh  diftrefles,  by  an  accident  which  now  fills  me  with 
as  much  ihame,  as  it  once  did,  with  joy  and  forrow  al- 
ternately. 

During  my  confinement  in  the  tower,  continued  ge- 
neral Lambert , I had  form’d  a very  ftridt  intimacy  with 
Venables , whoalfo  was  imprifon’d  in  it,  after  his  return 
from  Jamaica.  Altho’  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  expediti- 
on, and  had  fubje&ed  this  ifland  to  the  Englijh-,  the  pro- 
testor was  not  fo  well  pleas’d  with  this  conqueft,  as  he 
was  diffatisfied  that  he  had  not  feiz’d  upon  the  ifland  of 
Hifpaniola.  The  meafures  which  Cromwell  had  taken  at 
London , tor  reducing  that  illand,  appear’d  fo  infallible  to 
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him;  that  being  perfuaded  the  ill  fuccefs  in  this  particular 
was  owing  to  Venables’s imprudence;  he  threw  him  into 
prifon  at  his  return  from  the  Weft- Indies,  where  he  con- 
tinued till  the  king’s  reftoration.  1 meeting  with  the 
fame  fate  fome  time  after,  and  as  we  were  allow’d  to 
converfe  with  one  another,  he  acquainted  me  with  the 
fecret  caufes  why  his  enterprize  had  mifcarried.  He  had 
fail’d  from  England  with  fivethoufand  men ; and  with  the 
prote&ov’s  orders,  feal’dup,  which  he  was  not  allow’d 
to  open,  but  when  we  was  got  to  a certain  latitude.  A 
few  days  after  they  had  loft  fight  of  the  Englifh  coafts, 
they  met  a Spani/h  veftel  which  was  failing  for  the  Weft- 
Indies ; and  making  themfelves  mafter  of  her,  Venables 
found  a moft  beautiful  Spani/h  lady  on  board  her,  who 
was  returning  to  St.  Domingo,  the  place  of  her  birth. 
Venables  was  captivated  with  her  charms,  when  opening 
the  protedfor’s  orders,  and  finding  that. they  were  com-' 
manded  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  Hifpaniola , and 
feizefirftupon  St.  Domingo , which  is  the  capital  thereof; 
he  difcover’d  the  fecret  of  the  expedition  to  his  millrefs. 
She  was  anartful  woman,  and  took  advantage  of  Venables' $ 
weaknefs,  to  make  him  betray  his  truft.  ’Tis  true,  in- 
deed, that  fhe  facrific’d  her  charms  upon  this  occafion  ; 
and  whether  it  were  out  of  gratitude  for  his  having  given 
her  this  ftrong  tefttmony  of  his  affedfion,  or  from  the 
love  fhe  bore  her  country,  whofe  ruin,  fhe  thought  it  her 
duty  to  prevent,  even  at  the  expence  of  her  honour;  fhe 
furvender’d  her  perfbn  to  her  lover,  as  foon  as  he  had  per- 
form’d his  promilb.  Venables- therefore  negledfed  upon  va- 
rious pretences,  to  follow  the  plan  which  Cromwell  had 
laid  down.  He  made  a defcent  at  fo  great  a diftance  from 
St  .Domingo-,  that  before  he  could  put  himfelf  into  a condi- 
tion to  befiege  it,  the  Spaniards  had  time  enough  to  for- 
tify it  fo  ftrongly,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  him  to 
take  it.  He  even  made  but  very  flight  attacks,  and  merely* 
as  a blind.  The  conqueft  of  Jamaica  was  afterwards  the 
raoreeafy,  becaufehe  fpar’d  his  failors  till  he  came  upon 
that  ifland;  imagining  that  in  cafe  he  could  make  him- 
felf mafter  of  it,  this  would  more  than  attone  for  his  ill 
fuccefs  before  St.  Domingo.  But  he  had  to  deal  with  a 
mafter,  who  was  not  to  be  ealily  impos’d  upon  ; and 
who,  tho’  he  was.  not  inform’d  of  the  motives  oi Venables’ s\ 
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conduct,  he  neverthelefs  threw  him  into  prifon  at  his  re- 
turn to  England.  However,  the  Spanifh  lady  whom  he 
brought  with  him  into  England,  confid'd  him  for  this  dis- 
grace. During  his  imprisonment,  he  put  her  into  the 
hands  of  fome  trudy  friends,  who  reftor’d  her  to  him 
faithfully.  Being  releas’d  from  his  confinement,  he  re- 
tir’d with  her  to  a houfe  in  the  country,  where  (he  was 
not  feen  by  any  perfon  but  himfelf.  I cannot  fay  whe- 
ther this  dangerous  creature  grew  weary  of  her  Solitude* 
or  thought  of  methods  how  to  return  to  her  country  j 
but  I cou’d  eafily  drfcover,  the  fird  time  I fawher,  that 
her  love  for  Venables  was  very  much  abated.  This  was 
after  the  king  had  given  me  my  life,  fentenc’d  me  to 
perpetual  ban  i fitment.  I was  dill  under  the  guard  of  a 
ftate-meflcnger,  but  had  the  liberty  to  vifit  nay  acquaints 
ance ; and  as  Venables  had  been  one  of  long  (landing,  1 
took  a ride  to  his  country  retirement.  I was  charm’d 
with  the  beauties  of  his  midrefs,  who  perceiving  it,  and 
in  all  probability,  thinking  I might  be  of  fervice  to  the 
defign  fire  had  in  view;  fhe  took  fuch  advantage  of  the 
inclination  die  fa w I had  for  her,  and  which  I took  an  op* 
portunity  of  revealing,  that  (he  impos’d  upon  me  in 
fuch  a manner,  as  makes  me  blufh  at  my  weaknefs  and 
credulity  when  I think  of  it.  Her  beauties  made  a very 
(Irong  imprefiion  on  my  heart.  Having  been  lefs  us’d  to 
thepleafures  of  love,  than  the  intrigues  of  ambition  and 
the  military  arts;  I was  overjoy’d  to  find  her  acquiefce 
fo  eafily  with  my  wifhes.  I.felldefperately  in  love  with 
her,  and  thought  myfelf  infinitely  oblig’d  to  fortune,  for 
preparing  me  fo  fweet  a confolation,  after  the  barbarous 
treatment  I had  met  with  from  the  fickle  goddefs.  1 fird 
thought  to  propofe  her  going  with  me  to  Guernfey ; but 
(lie  afiur’d  me,  in  the  mod  artful  terms,  that  we  fhould  be 
muchfafer,  andfpend  our  days  in  a more  agreeable  man- 
ner at  St.  Domingo.  As  I was  quite  intoxicated  with 
love,  I made  little  or  no  objection  to  her  propofal, 
and  thereupon  fhe  defir’d  me  to  enquire  after  a fhip  which 
might  carry  us  to  Spain,  and  I prefently  met  with  one 
that  was  ready  to  fail  for  Cadiz,-.  We  both  dole  away  (b 
happily,  that  we  were  out  at  fea  before  any  one  cou’d 
have  the  lead  fufpicion  of  our  flight,  or  which  way  we 
were  gone.  The  artful  fair  indulg’d  the  utmod  of  my 
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wifhes ; and  being  arriv’d  at  Cadiz,  we  went  on  board 
another  veflel,  which  carried  us  fafe  to  Hifpaniola. 
Here  I was  fo  much  enchanted  by  my  paflion,  that  I did 
not  entertain  theleaft  fupicionof  any  treacherous  deflgn. 
Her  parents  receiv’d  her  with  the  utmoft  joy  ; when  (he 
inform’d  ’em,  I being  prefent,  that  having  been  taken 
prifoner,  by  the  Engl  if  and  carried  to  London,  I after- 
wards had  procur’d  her  efcape  from  thence.  She  did  not 
fay  any  thing  farther  upon  this  head,  altho’  we  both  had 
agreed,  that  I fhould  pafs  for  her  husband,  and  confe- 
quently  that  we  fhould  cohabit  together.  I muft  con- 
fefs  that  I was  vaftly  uneafy,  when  I found  fhe  did  not 
mention  any  thing  tending  this  way ; and  therefore  re- 
folv’d  to  reproach  her  for  it,  as  foon  as  we  were  alone : 
but  as  I ftill  continued  not  to  fufpett  any  thing,  I ima- 
gin’d that  fhe  chofe  rather  to  declare  our  pretented  mar- 
riage to  her  relations  in  private;  and  therefore  I with- 
drew in  order  to  give  her  an  opportunity  for  that  purpofe. 
She,  indeed,  made  her  advantage  of  it,  but  ’twas  to  de- 
ceive me  in  a moft  barbarous  manner.  She  confefs’d 
our  whole  ftorv  to  her  father  and  her  brothers,  who 
thereupon  refolv’d  to  difpatch  me  fome  way  or  other; 
in  order  to  bury  in  the  fame  grave  with  me,  their  After’s 
adventures,  and  the  fcandalthefe  might  bring  upon  their 
family.  I don’t  relate  this  merely  from  conje£hire,  for  I 
heard  it  from  their  own  mouths ; and  therefore  may  juftly 
look  upon  it  as  a miracle,  that  I had  the  happinefs  to  efcape 
out  of  their  hands.  The  fatal  blow  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  (truck  the  following  night ; but  one  of ’em  hav- 
ing heard,  that  a veflel  was  to  fet  out  the  next  day  for  Car - 
thagena , they  chang’d  their^bloody  refolution,  and  there- 
upon refolv’d  to  put  me  on  board  of  her,  and  to  accom- 
pany me  to  that  port,  whence  Ihips  are  continually  failing 
for  Europe.  Their  defign  in  going  along  with  me,  was, 
that  I might  not  have  a Angle  opportunity  of  difcovering 
my  intrigue  with  their  After,  till  I had  loft  Aght  of  the 
American  coafts ; and  therefore  they  refolv’d  not  to  let 
me  be  a moment  out  of  their  Aght.  Three  of  thefe  refolv’d 
to  guard  me  in  this  manner.  As  I cou’d  not  once  get 
to  the  Aght  or  fpeechofmy  miftrefs  all  that  afternoon,  I 
at  laft  began  to  fufpedt  that  matters  did  not  go  right.  At 
night  the  three  brothers  inform’d  me  of  the  caufe  of  it ; 
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1 1 and  being,  very  probably,  afraid,  left  I fhould  refufe  to 
. ' yield  to  their  wi flies,  and  by  that  means  put  them  to  fome 
! trouble;  they  declar’d  to  me,  that  they  had  fivft  taken  a 
refolution  to  difpatch  me  ; however,  as  they  had  been 
fo  indulgent  as  tochange  it,  I ought  to  be  thankful  upon 
that  account,  and  embark  immediately,  in  compliance 
with  their  defires.  This  plainly  fhew’d  that  my  miftrefs 
had  impos’d  upon  me,  and  that  her  brothers  made  me 
i their  laughing-ftock,  In  the  mean  time,  I was  fo  nar- 
rowly watch’d,  that  I found  it  impoftible  for  me  to  make 
myefcape.  I was  made  to  leave  the  city,  and  walk  to 
the  port  before  day,  when  I was  put  on  board  a fhip, 

I which  fet  fail  a little  after.  The  reader  will  naturally  fup- 
pofe  that  I was  exafperated  to  the  higheft  degree.  I 
begg’d  a thoufand  times  of  heaven,  to  fink  the  fhip  be- 
• fore  we  fail’d  out  of  the  harbour.  The  three  brothers 
keptfo  vigilant  an  eye  over  me,  that  I had  no  opportu- 
nity to  throw  myfelf  into  the  fea  and  fwim  away. 
’T was  now  no  longer  love  that  tortur’d  my  mind,  but 
the  confufion  and  fhame  I felt,  to  find  my  felf  fo  bafely 
deceiv’d.  To  increafe  mv  misfortune,  I fcarce  undcr- 
ftood  a wovdofSpam/l}.  My  guides,  indeed,  fpokeBzg'- 
lij!)  perfectly  well;  but  I wilh’d  I had  been  able  to  ex- 
prefs  myfelf  in  all  languages,  in  order  to  give  myfelf  the 
confolation,  as  foon  as  I fhould  be  got  out  of  their  hands; 
to  publifh  a genuine  account  of  the  whole  adventure,  and 
to  throw  a lafting  fhame  on  the  infamous  creature  who 
had  treated  me  fo  cruelly.  Whilft  I was  in  this  diftradti- 
on,  a ftrong  gale  fpringing  up  from  theeaft,  drove  the 
fhip  a conliderable  way  out  of  its  courfe.  The  three  bro- 
thers, who  affedied  to  treat  me  with  the  higheft  civility, 
bid  me  take  notice  of  a greatnumber  of  little  ifiands, 
which  are  fcatter’d  up  and  down  in  this  fea.  They  then, 
pointing  to  that  in  which  we  now  are,  gave  me  an  ac- 
count of  one  Serrano,  who  had  led  a folitary  life  in  it  for 
many  years;  and  related  fo  many  things  to  the  advantage 
of  this  little  ifland,  fuchas  the  beauty  of  the  climate,  and 
tfie  fruitfulnefs  of  the  foil,  that  1 was  at  once  determin’d 
to  make  it  an  afylum.  1 acquainted  them  immediately 
with  my  refolution,  and  as  they  had  nothing  to  objedb 
to  it,  they  defir’d  the  captain  to  let  me  be  fet  afhore  on  it. 
He  granted  their  requeft,  and  I was  put  on  board  the  long 

boat. 
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boat.  Never,  {lire,  was  refolution  undertaken  with 
greater  eagernefs,  or  executed  with  To  much  courage. 
Scarce  wou’d  I accept  of  fome  provifions,  which  were 
necellary  for  me,  ’till  fuch  time  as  I fhould  be  a little  ac- 
quainted with  the  iftand,  and  be  able  to  furnilh  myfelf 
with  fuch  aliments  as  nature  indulg’d  fpontaneoufly  there. 
1 faw  thofe  fail  away  who  had  brought  me  in  the  long 
boat,  and  would  not  lo  much  as  look  upon  them,  or  bid 
them  farewel.  May  the  whole  progeny  of  perfidious 
mankind  perifh ' wou’d  I cry  out  an  hundred  times,  in 
the  traniports  of  hatred,  which  fwelPd  my  bolom ; may 
all  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth  perifh,  fince  they  abound 
with  nothing  but  traitors  and  ungrateful  wretches!  I 
will  live  here  banifh’d  from  them  all,  and  by  that  means 
fhall  be  fecure  from  treachery.  In  what  other  place  cou’d 
1 hope  to  meet  with  greater  confolation  ? I am  excluded 
my  country  for  ever.  Will  it  be  worth  my  while,  to 
undertake  the  voyage  of  the  ifland  of  Guernfey , where  I 
am  allow’d  to  live  ? I poflibly  might  raife  my  fortune  in 
fome  foreign  court,  and  get  fome  honourable  employ- 
ment in  the  fervice ; but  then  what  conftraint  muft  I put 
myfelf  under,  and  how  muft  I mask  myfelf,  in  order  to 
procure  friends  and  patrons  ? And  then,  fhall  I not  be 
furrounded  with  men,  that  is,  with  wicked,  perfidious 
wretches,  whole  fociety  I fo  much  abhor ; and  among 
whom  I never  enjoy’d  theleaft  fatisfaClion,  even  when  I 
moft  endeavour’d  to  imitate  their  conduCt  ? 

Thefe  reflections,  continued  general  Lambert , have 
had  the  power  to  fupport  me  in  this  place  for  fome 
months  ; and  to  cheer  my  folitary  hours,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  miferable  condition  to  which  I am  reduc’d.  But 
I muft  confefs,  that  I every  now  and  then,  am  out  of 
all  patience.  I don’t  find  enough  within  myfelf,  to  fill 
my  imagination  perpetually ; and  to  flop  the  reftlefs  acti- 
vity, which  makes  me  inceflantly  feel,  that  my  heart  ftill 
defires  fomething  more.  By  a very  lucky  accident  I got 
a few  books  5 but  then,  if  you  confider  that  war  and  po- 
liticks have  been  the  chief  employments  of  my  life,  you 
won’t  be  furpiz’d  when  I tell  you,  that  I am  not  much 
delighted  with  reading;  and  that  I perhaps  perufe  the 
fineft  works  that  were  ever  writ,  without  knowing 
them  to-be  fuch;  or,  at  leaft  without  tailing  that  ex- 

quifite 
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quifite  pleafure,  they  would  naturally  give  to  a man  who 
is  fond  of  letters.  I therefore  fhall  think,  myfelf  eternally 
oblig’d  to  you,  in  cafe  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  receive 
me  on  board  your  veflel,  and  carry  me  to  Jamaica,  to 
which  1 intend  to  banilh  myfelf.  I am  fenfible  that  I 
fhall  meet  with  men  in  it ; thefe  will  perfecute  and  betray 
me  again:  But  after  I have  fuffer’d  fo  much  by  their 
villainy,  methinks  I cannot  dread  it  fo  much.  As  I 
know  ’em  fo  well,  they  can  never  treat  me  worfe  than  I 
expert  to  be  us’d  by  ’em. 

Altho’  the  general  had  told  me  thefe  particulars  with 
fome  emotion,  they  yet  were  faint  in  comparifon  of 
thofe  I felt,  as  he  fpoke.  The  very  found  of  his  name, 
made  my  blood  run  cold.  I knew  but  too  well,  that  he  had 
been  one  of  the  abominable  inftruments  of  my  father’s 
cruelties  j and  in  cafe  he  really  was  not  one  of  thofe,  who 
iign’d  the  horrid  lentence  for  executing  the  king ; yet  ’tis 
but  too  well  known,  that  he  had  a great  fhare  in  that 
crime  by  hi > deteftable  infinuations  and  counfels.  So  far, 
therefore,  from  finding  my  companion  increafe  for  him, 

I was  forc’d  to  commit  a violent  flruggle  upon  myfelf, 
to  reftrain  my  indignation  and  the  impulles  of  my  hatred. 
Never thelefs,  the  relation  of  hisfufferings  gave  me  fome 
anxiety  for  a moment.  What  I did  not  find  myfelf 
prompted  to  from  inclination,  pity  would  have  effected  j 
had  I been  fure,  that  his  abhorrence  of  ingratitude  and 
treachery,  arofe  from  a love  for  virtue.  He  is  a man, 
lays  I,  and  unfortunate,  both  which  entitle  him  to  my 
compaifion.  In  cafe  he  has  long  fwerv’d  from  duty, 
perhaps  a happy  repentance  brings  him  again  into  the 
right  path}  and,  indeed,  his  misfortunes  ought  naturally 
to  produce  this  effect.  As  I made  thefe  reflections, 
while  he  was  difeourfing  to  me,  it  was  impoflible  but 
I muftdifeover  an  abfence  of  mind.  This  he  took  no- 
tice of  juft  as  he  was  ending  his  ftory,  when  he  ask’d  me 
with  a melancholy  air  what  I thought  of  his  calamities. 

Ilook’d  upon  him  ltedfaftly,  and  did  not  fpeak  till  af- 
ter I had  confider’d  a moment  what  it  would  be  proper 
for  me  to  fay.  General , fays  I to  him  with  a refolute 
tone  of  voice,  you  have  aCted  imprudently.  You  ought, 
for  your  own  lake,  to  conceal  your  name,  which  can- 
not but  fill  all  thofe  who  know  you  with  horror.  Be 

alfur’d, 
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aflur’d,  that  a man  cannot  with  any  grace  exclaim  againft 
his  fellow  creatures,  and  call  'em  perfidious  wretches, 
when  he  himfelf  may  be  juftly  reproach’d  with  the  fame 
crimes.  But,  continu’d  I,  you  little  think  who  I am. 
Any  other  man  but  myfelf,  who  detefted  your  wicked 
attempts,  and  all thofe  who  refemble  you;  wou’d  riot, 
perhaps,  let  flip  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  ridding  the 
earth  of  fo  wicked  a wretch  as  you  are.  But  as  his  raa- 
jefty  has  indulg’d  you  his  clemency,  ’tis  nowthebufinefs 
of  heaven  to  punifh  you,  I wifh  from  my  heart,  that 
you  may  efcape  the  punifhment  you  defer ve,  by  a fpeedy 
repentance.  Go  back  to  Europe,  and  there  fpend  your 
days,  if  this  be  not  an  impofiibility,  in  a virtuous  and 
honeft  way.  I won’t  refufe  to  give  you  a caft  to  Ja- 
maica. 

The  General  was  naturally  proud  and  haughty,  and 
therefore  this  anfwer  fill’d  him  with  indignation.  His 
eyes  darted  fire;  and  thereupon  he  cry’d  aloud,  be  who 
you  will,  you  are  a bafe  creature,  to  infult  me  in  the  de- 
plorable condition  to  which  I am  reduc’d.  I am  alone 
and  defencelefs ; but  thou  art  arm’d,  and  haft  many  com- 
panions. I beg  of  heaven  that  I may  never  fet  eyes  on 
you  more.  He  then  defir’d  me  to  go  out  of  his  hut ; and 
added,  that  he’d  fooner  die  than  have  the  leaft  obligation 
to  me,  and  therefore  bid  me  leave  the  ifland,  and  not 
trouble  him  more.  General,  fays  I in  a mild  voice,  I did 
not  intend  to  infult  you.  I have  told  you  franklywhat  I 
think  of  y our  paftcondutt  ; and  fhou’d  have  declar’d  my 
thoughts  with  the  fame  freedom,  were  we  both  in  En- 
gland, and  you  at  the  head  of  your  forces.  You  ought 
to  look  upon  my  fincerity  as  a favour;  iince  after  I had 
reproach’d  you  with  your  crimes,  I neverthelefs  begg’d  of 
heaven  to  change  your  inclinations.  Don’t  be  exafperated 
without  a juft  caufe;  and  in  cafe  you  are  weary  of  liv- 
ing in  this  ifland,  lay  hold  of  the  opportunity  you  now 
have  to  leave  it.  His  pride  was  io  prodigioufly  fliock’d 
to  hear  me  continue  to  fpeak  to  him  in  this  manner,  that 
he  was  ready  to  burft.  He  therefore  rufh’d  out;  of  the 
hut,  fwearing  that  he  would  find  fome  opportunity  of 
meeting  me,  when  he  fhou’d  be  in  a happier  condition, 
when  he  wou’d  make  me  pay  dear  for  the  reproachful 
words  I had  us’d.  I did  not  attempt  to  fetch  him  back, 

hut 
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but  left  his  hut,  and  return’d  to  my  companions.  I 
thought  I had  done  enough  for  a man  of  his  character,  in 
offering  to  take  him  aboard  with  us. 

Neverthelefs,  in  order  to  make  this  voyage  of  fome 
advantage  to  me,  I continued  to  view  every  part  of  the 
ifland,  particularly  the  fouthern  part  of  it ; where  I was 
very  defirous  of  feeing,  if  poffible,  the  phenomenon 
which  Sir  George  Afcough  had  difeover’d.  As  the  night 
was  not  fo  dark,  but  I could  fee  any  thing  of  that  kind, 
I coafted  for  a long  time  the  fhore  oppofite  to  Nica- 
ragua ; but  I did  not  perceive  the  flames,  or  any  thing 
of  this  nature  in  that  part  of  the  ifland.  All  Icou’dfee 
was,  a mixture  of  light  and  darknefs,  behind  a hill, 
which  perhaps  may  appear  like  fire  and  fmoke,  to  thofe 
who  fail  at  fome  diftance  from  that  ifland  in  the  night. 
Although  there  was  not  any  thing  extraordinary  in  this 
fight,  we  yet  made  towards  the  hill,  in  order  to  difeo- 
ver  the  caufe  of  that  appearance.  The  whitenefs  or 
light  feem’d  to  increafe  as  we  drew  nearer  to  it;  when 
at  laft,  we  found  that  it  was  no  more  than  a fat  and 
bituminous  foil,  on  which  there  did  not  grow  fo  much 
as  a Angle  blade  of  grafs;  and  which  was  divided  at  cer- 
tain diftances  by  very  deep  ditches.  Although  it  grew 
much  lighter,  we  yet  cou’d  not  difeover  thofe  ditches 
perfectly,  and  therefore  refolv’d  to  flay  till  day  light,  in 
order  to  view  them.  We  then  laid  down  in  a meadow, 
in  expectation  of  the  dawn,  which  appearing,  we  plain- 
ly perceiv’d  fmoke  iflue  from  feveral  of  thofe  clifts,  and 
that  the  bottom  was  black  and  dry,  like  a place  through 
which  fire  has  pafs’d.  They  werefo  deep,  that  we  did 
not  dare  to  go  down  into  any  of  them  ; but  I' conjectur- 
ed, that  whether  lightning  had  fallen  on  that  bituminous 
earth,  and  fet  it  on  fire;  or  that  the  heat  proceeded  from 
fomething  under  the  earth,  there  had  been  a prodigious 
fire  in  that  place,  which  (bow’d  there  was  fome  truth  in 
the  adventure  that  was  related  of  Sir  George  Afcough. 

Being  return’d  on  board,  the  firft  thing  I heard  was,  that  a 
ftranger  was  juft  come  into  the  (hip,  who  firft  ask’d  where 
I was  ; and  hearing  I was  ftill  on  (bore,  had  defil’d  to  be 
convey’d  to  Jamaica.  This  perfon  was  general  Lambert. 
I was  told  that  he  had  hid  himfelf  in  a nook  of  the  fhip, 
where  he  continu’d  alone,  deeply  involv’d  in  thought, 

with 
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with  an  air  of  gloom  upon  his  countenance}  and  that  all 
he  did,  was,  only  to  enquire  who  I was,  and  upon  what 
motives  I was  come  to  the  ifland  of  Serrana.  As  the  Spa- 
niards, to  whom  he  addrefs’d  himfelf,  knew  nothing  of 
my  private  affairs } they  therefore  could  tell  him  nothing 
farther  but  that  I was  an  Englifhmen,  and  that  I was  very 
intimate  with  the  governor  of  Cuba,  I therefore  fup- 
pos’d,  that,  notwithstanding  his  refentments,  he  yethad 
confider’d  matters  coolly,  and  that  he  chofe  to  be  oblig’d  to 
me  upon  this  occafion,  rather  than  continue  in  his  folitude. 
I refolv’d  not  only  to  give  him  his paffcge,  andufehimin 
a handfome  manner,  but  even  not  to  fee  him  till  we  came 
to  Fort-Royal , in  order  to  fave  him  the  uneafinefs  which 
my  prefence  mud  naturally  give  him.  I order’d  fome  of 
the  failors  to  attend  upon  him,  and  to  fet  before  him  the 
beft  provifions  we  had  on  board  the  fhip.  However,  he 
wou’d  not  accept  of  any  thing  but  bare  neceffaries,  and 
continu’d  as  referv’d  as  ever.  After  we  had  fpent  part  of 
the  day  in  wandering  up  and  down  the  ifland,  we  put  out 
to  fea,  and  meeting  with  a profperous  gale,  we  foon  ar- 
riv’d at  Jamaica.  As  the  crew  were  going  afhore,  the 
general  defir’d  to  fpeak  with  me  privately  in  my  cabbin, 
which  I readily  confented  to.  He  came  up  to  me  with 
an  air  of  civility}  when,  fays  he,  the  fervice  you  have 
done  me  in  taking  me  aboard,  makes  me  forget  the  harfh 
'and  offenfive  expreffions  with  which  you  accofted  me.  I 
do  not  know  what  reafon  you  could  have,  to  treat  me  in 
that  manner,  as.  I abfolutely  don’t  know  you } and  re- 
veal’d my  name  and  misfortunes  to  you,  for  no  other  rea- 
fon but  that  they  might  engage  your  companion.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  I fhall  leave  you  without  harbouring  the  lead: 
refentment,  and  fhou’d  even  be  proud  to  return  the  obli- 
gation. Thefe  words,  being  fpoke  in  the  mildeft  man- 
ner, made  me  doubtful  for  fome  moments,  wh^tanfwer  I 
fhou’d  give  him  : But  at  laft,  after  having  reflected  a little, 
I concluded,  that  one  cou’d  hardly  expedt  that  a Man  of  his 
odious  character  wou’d  ever  be  reform’d,  and  confequent- 
ly  that  he  was  not  worth  my  notice.  Thus,  without  ex- 
plaining matters,  I contented  myfelf  with  affuring  him 
that  I did  not  wifh  him  harm,  and  was  evendifpos’d  to  do 
him  farther  fervice.  The  only  one,  fays  he,  I requeft  of 
you,  is,  not  to  reveal  my  name  to  any  perfon  here } and 

to 


Mr.  Cleveland.  75 

to  order  alfo  fuch  of  the  Tailors  as  may  know  it,  to  keep 
it  a fecret.  This  I promis’d  to  do,  and  thereupon  we  part- 
ed. I have  never  Teen  him  fince;  but  I am  inform’d, 
that  he  is  now  in  Guernfey , and  there  leads  a calm,  un- 
ruffled life. 

Tho’  I had  not  any  particular  motive  which  cou’d 
oblige  me  to  put  in  at  Jamaica,,  I yet  was  pleas’d  to  be  in 
Tort-Royal,  becaufc  1 met  with  many  of  my  countrymen 
in  it.  I had  no  particular  friend  there  ; but  feveral  per- 
fons  whom  I had  fpoke  with  when  I firft  vifited  the  I (land, 
receiv’d  me  with  great  civility.  I had  not  acquainted 
them  with  my  fortune  or  defigns;  and  all  they  knew  of 
me,  was,  that  I was  their  country -man,  and  had  married 
the  governor  of  Cuba's  grand-daughter.  As  I was  talking 
with  Tome  of  them,  they  ask’d  me  whether  I had  not 
heard  of  the  lord  Axminjier.  The  emotion  I felt  at  hear- 
ing that  name  pronounc’d,  had  like  to  have  made  me  re- 
veal- more  than  I intended  to  do.  However,  having  re- 
cover’d myfelf,  I thought  proper  to  ask  the  perfon  who 
put  this  queftion  to  me,  what  reafon  he  had  for  To  doing. 
Heanfwci’d,  that  he  had  no  other  view  in  it,  than  only 
the  curiofity  of  knowing  what  was  become  of  his  lord- 
flrip,  who  had  made  Tome  noife  in  the  Weft-Indies  a few 
years  before ; but  fince  that  time  had  difappear’d,  no  body 
being  able  to  give  any  account  of  him : that  the  general 
opinion  was  that  a company  of  barbarous  lavages  had  put 
him  to  a cruel  death ; but  that  the  king,  fince  his  reftora- 
tion,  had  employ’d  feveral  perfons  to  find  him  out,  if 
pofflble,  which  yet  had  been  done  to  no  purpofe  ; that 
fince  my  putting  in  at  Jamaica,  in  my  way  to  the  land  of 
Serrana , a (hip  had  pafs’d  before  Fort-Royal,  the  captain 
whereof  being  an  Englifljman,  (his  crew  confifting  of  va- 
rious nations)  had  made  great  enquiry  after  that  noble- 
man and  his  followers ; but  not  hearing  any  thing  fatif- 
factory,  had  put  out  to  Tea  again,  without  faying  any 
thing  with  regard  to  the  defign  of  his  voyage. 

1 could  not  doubt,  upon  hearing  this,  but  that  Mrs. 
Lallin  had  given  orders  for  making  this  enquiry.  I even 
fancied  that  fhe  herfelf  was  on  board  the  (hip  they  men- 
tion’d ; and  that  not  being  able  to  hear  any  news  at  Ja- 
maica, fhe  was,  in  all  probability,  return’d  to  Cuba , in 
order  to  get  fome  informations  from  the  governour, 
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whofe  daughter  fhe  knew  vifcount  Axminfter  had  mar- 
ried. I thereupon  refolved  to  fail  forthwith  for  the  Ha- 
vana. ’Twas  a very  great  pleafure  to  me,  to  think  that 
I thou’d,  very  likely,  meet  again  with  a lady,  to  whom  I 
ow’d  fo  many  obligations.  This  made  me  think  the  time  • 
very  long.  At  laft  we  arrived,  when  I found  two  perfons 
coming  to  meet  me  upon  my  landing.  But  who  fhou’d  ; 
thefe  be  but  my  brother  Bridge  and  his  friend  Gelin  ? I was  ; 
in  raptures  at  feeing  them,  and  immediately  forgot  our 
paft  animofities,  not  knowing  the  troubles  which  wou’d  i 
afterwards  be  brought  upon  me.  I flew  to  embrace 
them,  and  exprefled  myfelf  in  the  warmeft  language 
which  friend  fhip  cou’d  fuggeft. 

They  arriv’d  a week  before  me,  and  having  acquainted 
the  governor  and  my  wife  with  their  names,  they  had  , 
met  with  the  kindeft  treatment.  As  we  walk’d  towards 
the  town,  they  related  their  adventures  to  me.  Thefe 
were  a mixture  of  plcafures  and  forrows,  as  always  hap-  i 
pens  in  thofe  incidents  which  depend  on  fortune.  Having  : 
long  wandred  in  fearch  o'f  the  ifland  they  fo  ftrongly  want-  I 
ed  to  find,  they  at  laft  difcover’d  it  j but  had  ow’d  that  : 
Happinefs  to  a moft  fatal  accident.  After  they  had  con-  ' 
tinued  their  courfe  for  feveral  months  fince  we  parted  } 
they  return’d  to  St.  Helena,  forc’d  thereto,  as  much  by 
the  defpair  they  were  in  of  ever  finding  what  they  fought  ! 
for  ; as  by  the  necefllty  they  were  under  of  getting  pro-  - 
vifions,  they  having  now  fcarce  any  left.  They  had  i 
winter’d  in  that  ifland,  defigningto  put  out  tofea  again  : 
in  the  fpring.  Whilft  they  were  beginning  to  prepay  | 
for  it,  they  one  day  faw  a little  veffel  belonging  to  the 
colony  come  into  the  harbour,  with  but  a few  people  j 
on  board  her.  As  they  were  equally  overjoy’d  and  fur-  : 
priz’d,  they  ran  to  fpeak  to  them,  when  they  carefs’d 
them  with  the  higheft  tranfports;  but  at  the  fame  time 
were  refolved  to  watch  them  fo  narrowly,  that  it  fhou’d 
be  impoftible  for  them  to  fteal  away  unperceiv’d.  But  ! 
there  was  no  occafion  to  ufe  thefe  precautions  $ for  theie 
unhappy  people  were  coming  voluntarily  to  difcover  ! 
their  habitation,  and  to  fue  for  the  governor’s  afliftance. 

A contagious  diftemper  which  fpread  the  year  before  in 
the  colony,  had  fwept  away  the  greateft  part  of  them  } ; 
infomuch  that  fcarce  an  hundred  of  them  furviv’d.  The 
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few  who  remain’d,  had  ftruggled  couragioufly  with 
their  affli&ions  ; they  had  paid  the  laft  friendly  office 
to  their  companions,  and  as  the  infe&ion  was  abated  in 
the  beginning  of  the  winter,  they  had  flatter’d  them- 
felves  with  the  hopes  of  repairing,  in  time,  the  dreadful 
havock  death  had  made.  However,  as  their  lands  lay  un- 
cultivated, and  a deep  melancholy  reign’d  ; befides  a 
thoufand  prefent difficulties,  and  the  moll  dreadful  fears 
with  regard  to  futurity  ; thefe  made  ’em  unanimoufly 
refolve  to  leave  the  country,  and  to  feek  for  fome  o- 
ther  afylum.  This  defire  was  very  much  increas’d,  af- 
ter they  came  to  know  the  fituation  of  the  ifland.  Thofe 
who  were  entrufted  with  that  fecret,  had  been  forc’d 
to  reveal  it  in  their  dying  moments;  and  in  the  perpetual 
uneafinefs  which  the  prefence  of  death  cou’d  not  rail  of 
filling  every  perfon  with  ; they  had  not  taken  the  ufual 
care  to  prevent  its  fpreading.  All  the  furviving  inhabi- 
tants were  therefore  foon  inform’d  of  it ; and  the  cir- 
cumflance  at  laft  happen’d,  which  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence of  their  anceftors  had  made  ’em  apprehenfive  of 
in  the  infancy  of  their  eftablifhment ; I mean  that  when 
once  they  fhould  come  to  know  the  place,  they  would  be 
for  leaving  it  immediately. 

In  order  to  clear  up  whatever  may  have  been  found  ex- 
traordinary in  the  defeription  I have  given  of  th:s  my- 
fterious  colony  ; I muft  relate  what  I myfelf  faw  of  it, 
in  my  return  to  Europe.  The  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helena  is  furrounded  with  rocks,  fome  of  which 
are  of  a prodigious  height,  and  ferve  as  fo  many  ram- 
parts to  that  part  of  the  ifland ; the  others,  which  a- 
rife  no  higher  than  the  furface  of  the  water,  keep  large 
(hips  from  coming  near  it ; and  is  inaccefiible  even  to 
the  fmalleft  veflels,  in  cafe  thofe  who  fteer  them  are  not 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  turnings  and  windings 
in  that  part.  This  is  the  realon  why  this  coaft,  which 
befides  is  far  from  appearing  beautiful  has  been  along 
time  negle&ed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  ’Twas 
firft  inhabited  by  the  Portuguese  ; but  thefe  were  but  a 
few,  and  their  fettlement  towards  the  north  was  a very 
inconfiderable  one.  But  what  is  Angular,  is,  that  thole 
craggy  rocks  which  furround  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
ifland,  have  a Plain  in  the  midft  of  them,  feventeen  or 
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eighteen  miles  long  ; and  as  they  furround  it  not  only 
on  that  fide  which  lies  towards  the  fea,  but  alfo  on  the 
land  fide ; ’tis  by  that  means  hid  from  the  fight  every 
way.  Whenever  any  of  the  inhabitants  who  go  round 
it,  perceive  that  the  rocks  lie  between  them  and  the 
plain,  they  fancy  themfelves  at  the  extremity  of  the 
ifland,  and  that  there  is  nothing  beyond  it  but  the  lea. 
Thofe  who  fail  towards  them  from  the  fouth,  imagine, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  rocks  which  they  perceive  to- 
wards the  lea,  are  the  boundaries  of  the  inhabited  and 
known  part  of  the  ifiand.  Thus,  on  both  fides  diffe- 
rent rocks  arefeen,  in  the  midfl  whereof  the  plain  above 
mention’d  is  fituated  ; and  which  are  of  fo  prodigi- 
ous a height,  that  they  all  look  to  be  but  one  rock, 
altho’  the  piece  of  ground  within,  is  a great  many  miles 
twide. 

This  plain  which  is  fb  well  conceal’d,  and  fo  happily 
defended  by  nature,  is  the  very  place  whither  providence 
had  conduced  the  Rochellers  ; and  which  my  brother 
bridge,  calls  in  his  relation,  the  ifiand  of  the  colony.  The 
reader  may  now  eafily  fuppofe,  how  it  was  poffible  for 
the  inhabitants  of  this  peaceable  retreat,  to  fpend  fo 
many  years  in  it  undifcover’d  by  their  neighbours;  and 
without  knowing  that  the  fpot  they  liv’d  upon  was 
part  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,.  This  fecret,  after  ha- 
ving been  difcover’d  by  Drington,  had  been  preferv’d  by 
a fmall  number  of  old  men,  who  had  kept  it  inviolably, 
till  the  havock  made  by  the  infe&ion  abovemention’d , 
had  forc’d  them  to  reveal  it.  As  foon  as  the  inhabitants 
who  furviv’d,  knew  that  fo  many  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures liv’d  near  them,  theycou’d  not  but  defire  to  have 
a correfpondence  with  them;  and  in  the  perplexity  with 
which  they  were  fill’d,  to  fee  fo  many  of  their  compa- 
nions fwept  away,  they  confidently  mufl  grow  weary 
of  this  once  delightful  folitude  ; and  thereupon  had  re- 
folv’d  to  difpatch  fome  of  their  people,  in  order  to  in- 
form the  governor  of  St.  Helena  of  their  diftrefs,  and  to 
implore  his  afliftance. 

My  brother  and  his  two  friends  were  overjoy’d  at  the 
fight  of  thefe  deputies;  but  felt  emotions  of  a very  dif- 
ferent nature,  when  they  heard  that  the  colony  was  ruin’d, 
and  fcarce  had  power  to  ask  whether  their  wives  were 
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living  or  dead.  My  poor  brother  Bridge  fear’d  to  hear 
the  latter,  as  much  as  he  wou’d  to  have  fentencc  of  death 
part  upon  him.  It  happen’d  however,  by  the  indul- 
gence of  heaven,  that  the  greateft  lofs  fell  on  theperfon 
who  was  beft  able  to  bear  it ; I mean  that  Gelin  only 
had  loft  his  wife.  My  brother  made  the  deputies  repeat 
over  and  over,  that  his  dear  Angelica  was  living ; and 
happy,  for  ever  happy,  fays  he,  ami,  in  that  I fhall  fee, 
and  poftefs  her  again.  J-ohnfon  was  in  no  lefs  raptures. 
Their  joy  was  not  interrupted  till  they  heard  of  Mrs. 
Eliot's  death,  of  that  of  her  eldeft  daughter,  and  a great 
many  other  perfons,  for  whom  they  had  the  greateft 
affe&ion.  The  three  faithlefs  young  fellows,  who  had 
betray’d  their  wives  and  companions,  had  alfo  left  the 
world.  Gelin  was  feiz’d  at  fir  ft  with  the  deepeft  pangs  * 
but  thanks  to  his  complexion,  which  made  him  equally 
incapable  of  being  long  afflided  ; he  foon  recover’d  fo 
well,  that  his  companions  were  no  longer  afraid  griet 
wou’d  prove  fatal  to  him.  My  brother’s  impatience  to 
fee  his  wife  wasfo  great,  that  hefcarce  wou’d  allow  the 
deputies  to  declare  their  commiflion  to  the  governor. 
He  was  of  great  fervice  to  ’em  upon  that  occafion,  in- 
fomuch  that  they  obtain’d  whatever  they  requefted.  A 
great  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Helena,  accompanied 
them  in  little  veflels,  and  the  governor’s  curiolity  was  fo 
great,  that  he  himfelf  went  alfo.  Being  arriv’d,  they 
found  fo  much  of  the  antient  order  and  difeipline,  re- 
maining among  the  unhappy  furvivors,  as  furpriz’d 
them  very  much.  Johnfon's  and  my  brother’s  unexpec- 
ted arrival,  fill’d  their  wives  with  inexpreftible  joy. 
They  now  no  longer  dreaded  a tyrannical  Ecclefiaftic,  or 
fevere  elders,  to  oppofe  their  happinefs.  Love,  virtue 
and  even  fortune  confpir’d  together  to  reward,  and 
make  them  forget  their  paft  woes.  Happy  husbands  ! 
who  at  laft  faw  their  tranquillity  founded  on  a moft: 
lolid  bafts,  and  which  was  not  to  be  interrupted  till 
death. 

The  governor  having  offer’d  to  convey  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colony  and  their  effedfs,  to  the  other  pare 
of  theifland,  there  to  incorporate  with  thofe  who  were 
under  his  government  i they  confented  to  it,  and  imme- 
diately prepar’d  every  thing  for  that  purpofe.  They  di- 
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vided,  equally , the  monies  which  were  in’ theftore-houfe  i 
and  by  that  means  each  of  them  had  ahandfome  com- 
petency for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  However,  they 
confider’d  that  being  proteftants,  it  would  perhaps  be  a 
Very  difficult  matter  for  them  to  live  for  any  time,  in 
a good  harmony  with  the  Portuguese,  as  they  are  fuch 
bigots  to  their  religion.  A prudent  forefight  with  regard 
to  what  might  happen,  prompted  them  to  entreat  the 

fovernor  to  indulge  them,  at  fome  difiance  from  their 
abitation,  a place  convenient  for  them  to  form  a new 
one  in.  They  promis’d  tofubmitto  his  authority,  pro- 
vided he  would  allow  them  a liberty  of  confcience,  and 
allow  them  the  fame  privileges  with  the  reft  of  the  in- 
habitants. This  was  concluded  on  both  fides  by  a fo- 
lemn  oath  ; after  which,  fome  Englijhmen  who  liv’d  a- 
mong  the  Portuguese,  joyn’d  with  their  countrymen  in 
order  to  lay  the  foundations  of  anew  town.  It  was 
fbon  built,  and  made  regular,  and  has  fince  been  very 
much  enlarg’d  by  the  great  number  of  Engliflj  and  Prench 
refugees  who  came  and  refided  among  them.  My  bro- 
ther and  his  friends  had  fix’d  their  abode  there  5 and 
fpent  a year  in  repofing  themfelves  after  their  toils,  and 
in  tailing  the  fweets  of  their  good  fortune.  However, 
my  brother  was  of  fo  excellent  a difpofition,  that  he 
ecu’d  not  refolve  with  himfelf  to  be  happier  than  I was. 
The  unhappy  condition  in  which  he  hadlefc  me  at  the 
Havana,  was  incelfantly  prcfent  to  his  memory,  and 
wou’d  not  fuller  him  to  take  a moment’s  eafe.  Tho1 
he  had  once  abandon’d  me  for  his  wife’s  fake,  at  a time 
when  he  was  really  as  much  to  be  pitied  as  myfelfj  he 
afterwards  confider’d  that  I was  his  brother,  and  confe- 
quently  had  fome  right  to  his  affi fiance.  Having  acquain- 
ted Gel'in  with  the  refolution  he  had  form’d,  of  going  in 
fearch  of  me ; or  at  leaft  to  go  as  far  as  the  iftand  of 
Cuba,  in  order,  if  polfible,  to  hear  whether  I was  li- 
ving or  dead  > he  engag’d  Gelin  to  accompany  him.  He 
defir’d  Johnfon  to  take  care  of  his  wife  and  daughter 
during  his  abfence  j and  then  going  aboard  the  fame  vef- 
fel,  which  had  carried  them  before,  they  fail’d  directly  for 
Jamaica,  and  afterwards  for  the  Havana,  where  they 
arriv’d  fafe* 
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I was  overjoy’d  to  fee  him,  and  thank’d  him  a thou- 
fand  times  when  he  told  me  what  he  had  undertaken  fur 
my  fake.  I not  only  met  with  a brother  ; I who  had 
always  confider’d  myfelf  as  a branch  that  was  cut  away 
from  the  trunk,  and  had  no  root ; but  now  I acquir’d 
unexpectedly,  what  I fo  earneftly  panted  after,  and  what 
I had  fought  tor  in  vain  in  Serrana,  1 mean  a friend ; a 
companion  of  my  fortune  ; one  who  was  witnefs  to 
my  conduct  and  my  fentiments,  and  the  con  dent  of 
my  pleafures  and  my  pains.  I difeover’d  to  him,  the 
vaft  fatisfation  that  this  was  to  me.  You  fhall  not, 
fays  I,  clafping  him  tenderly  to  my  botom,  leave  me  any 
more  ; or  in  cafe  you  fiiould  be  forc’d  to  go  to  fome 
place,  you  fhall  let  me  go  along  with  you.  You  are  my 
brother  j but  I feel  that  you  are  going  to  be  fomething 
ftill  more  dear  and  precious  ; you  fhall  be  my  tender, 
my  faithful  friend.  Fortune  may  treat  me  as  fhc  plea- 
fes;  but  I fhall  not  fear  the  utmoft  efforts  of  her  malice, 
provided  fhe  does  but  fuffer  me  to  enjoy  always  what  I 
now  poffefs.  And  indeed,  my  heart  was  fo  eafy,  and 
my  imagination  fo  agreeably  fill’d  ; that  I cannot  but 
confiderthis  inftantas  one  of  the  moft  happy  I was  ever 
bleft  with.  In  the  fame  moment,  I united  in  the  fame 
point  of  fight,  thefeveral  circumftances  of  my  felicity, 
and  I contemplated  them  with  extafy.  I held  my  dear 
brother  in  my  arms : I was  going  to  be  clafp’d  in  thofe 
ot  my  fond  wife;  all  gloomy  reflections  on  my  paft  mif- 
fortunes,  were  now  banifh’d  from  my  mind.  I now 
wanted  only  to  have  my  After- in-law  at  the  Havana  ± 
not  only  from  the  fatisfaction  which  I propos’d  to  reap 
from  her  prefence,  but  becaufe  I forefaw  my  brother 
wou’d  foon  grow  weary  of  the  Havana  unlefs  fhe  were 
there,  and  therefore  would  return  to  St.  Helena.  This 
reflection  made  me  advife  him  to  difpatch  immediately 
fome  perfon  whom  he  cou’d  truft,  on  board  the  fame 
fhip  which  had  brought  me.  I foon  prevail’d  with  him 
to  change  the  place  of  hk  abode,  and  to  fettle  at  the  Ha- 
vana with  us ; but  could  not  keep  him  from  going  after 
his  wife  ; he  therefore  told  me,  that  he  was  abfolutely 
refolv’d  to  embark  in  a few  days,  and  fetch  his  wife  from 
St.  Helena . 
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My  wife  was  overjoy’d  to  fee  him,  and  was  much 
more  fo  with  the  thoughts  of  having  my  ftfter-in-law 
ioon  with  her.  However,  I form’d  a defign  that  gave 
her  fome  uneafinefs,  which  was,  to  accompany  my  bro- 
ther in  his  voyage.  I had  been  fo  much  us’d  to  ramble 
lip  and  down  the  Teas,  that  I wou’d  go  any  where.  My 
wife  was  fafe  at  the  Havana  : A few  months  abfence 
wou’d  make  us  fonder  of  one  another  at  my  return : not 
to  mentiop,  that  fuch  is  the  difpofition  of  our  fouls,  that 
we  fometimes  have  occafion  for  this  remedy,  to  prevent 
our  love  from  growing  cold.  This  I had  often  reflected 
upon.  A heart  that  is  naturally  tender  and  conftant,  can 
never  grow  obdurate  $ but  familiarity  with  what  one 
loves,  and  a habit  of  feeing  one  another  perpetually, 
deadens  the  fire  of  love  at  laft.  A little  art  keeps  it  from 
falling  into  a lethargy  $ and  the  affiftance,  which  a man 
who  is  us’d  to  refledtion,  may  draw  from  his  ideas,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  hisimpulfes,  renders  him  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  aftrong  and  laft ing  paifion,  than  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind.  In  cafe  there  was  a little  experience 
in  this  reafoning,  it  yet  did  not  proceed  from  a diminu- 
tion of  my  affedtion  for  my  wife  ; but  I hadobferv’d, 
that  thefe  little  cautions,  w hich  I call  art  in  a lover  who 
makes  ufe  of  his  reafon,  had  more  than  once  increas’d 
both  her  ardour  and  mine ; and  I concluded,  that  a cir- 
cumftance  which  was  capable  of  heightning  a paflion  like 
ours,  ought  confequently  to  be  more  able  to  prevent  its 
dying  away. 

I frequently,  for  inftance,  us’d  to  fpend  the  greateft 
part  of  the  day  among  my  books,  and  not  to  admit  any 
perfon  into  my  folitude.  Then  the  image  of  my  wife 
wou’d  prefent  itfelf  a thoufand  times  to  my  fancy,  when 
I wou’d  wi(h  myfelf  with  her.  I wanted  fomething  to 
be  perfectly  eafy  in  my  mind  : But  after  I had  fpent  the 
time  I had  propos’d  in  ftudy,  I return’d  to  her  with  all 
the  eagernefs  of  a lover,  when  I would  be  infinitely  de- 
lighted with  her  fond  endearments.  My  wife  did  not 
deny  but  fhe  found  the  very  fame  effe&s  ; and  I my 
felf  plainly  perceiv’d  that  it  heightned  her  ardour.  She 
would  complain  with  a moft  lovely  grace,  of  my  un- 
kindnefs  in  leaving  her,  and  (hutting  myfelf  up  in  my 
ftudy.  The  uneaftnefs  (he  felt  in  my  abience,  made  her 
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defire  to  be  with  me,  in  thofe  hours  which  I fpenr among 
my  books.  I’ll  only  be  in  the  room,  wou’d  fhe  fay,  but 
I wont  interrupt  you  a moment ; I myfelf  will  read  fome 
good  book  or  other,  or  write  down  the  trifling  thoughts 
which  may  come  into  my  head.  I confented  to  indulge 
her  this  fatisfaftion } but  found  her  prefence  was  incom- 
patible with  the  application  which  ftudy  requires.  If  (he 
ftirr’d  but  ever  fo  little,  my  eyes  would,  involuntarily  as 
it  were,  be  upon  her  ; (he  wou’d  not  fpeak  a word  upon 
thefe  occafions  j but  then  a glance,  or  a (mile,  would  con- 
fufe my  imagination,  more  than  the  noife  of  alargecom- 
panyof  people  cou’dpoflibly  have  done.  Sometimes,  it 
was  not  in  my  power  to  continue  in  my  feat,  and  check 
the  impulfe  which  prompted  me  to  go  and  fit  down  by 
her.  This  wou’d  fill  her  with  the  utmoft  joy,  when  (lie 
wou’d  reproach  me ; laughing  at  the  fame  time,  at  my 
great  weaknefs,  which  (he  faid  difhonour’d  my  philofo- 
phy . W e then  wou’d  fpend  the  reft  of  the  time  in  tender  - 
nefsand  toying. 

To  fpeak  the  truth,  I cou’d  not  reflect  feriou fly  on  this 
whimfical  medley  of  grave  and  ferious  occupations,  with- 
out being  a little  afham’d  at  it.  My  ftudies  were  of  fo 
fevere  a kind,  that  they  merited  refpedf  even  from  love  it- 
felf ; and  therefore  I begg’d  my  wife  not  to  come  any 
more  into  my  ftudy,  but  to  let  me  go  on  in  my  ufual  me- 
thod. This  (he  at  laft  confented  to,  but  with  the  utmoft: 
difficulty.  However  (he  would  fometimes  come  running 
into  my  ftudy,  and  afliire  me  at  her  coming  in,  that 
fhe!d  ftay  but  a moment : Neverthelefs,  (he’d  iometimes 
ftay  feveral  hours,  which  fhe  would  employ  either  in  en- 
tertaining me  with  trifles,  or  in  buzzing  about  me,  and 
tumbling  over  my  books  and  papers.  In  fine,  Iatlafthad 
fo  much  ftrength  of  mind  as  to  tell  her  one  day,  that  I was  • 
abfolutely  refolv’d  not  to  be  interrupted,  and  that  I was 
vex’d  fhe  interrupted  me  fo  often.  I can’t  fay  whether  the 
air  with  which  I fpoke  thefe  words-  wasfo  ferious  as  to 
perfuade  her  I fpoke  in  earned  ; but  having  continued 
iilent  for  iome  time,  and  finding  I read  on,  fhe  left  the' 
room  without  fpeaking  a word,  and  withdrew  into  her 
own . I did  not  recolle<ft  till  a moment  after,  the  manner' 
in  which  (he  had  left  me.  This  was  a pain  to  me,  and 
D y knowing; 


Sr  The  Life  of 

knowingthat  fhe  was  very  muchaffe&ed  with  every  thing 
of  this  kind  ; I ran  to  her  chamber, in  order  to  remove  the 
uneafinefs  which  this  might  have  given  her.  I found  her 
feated,  her  head  upon  her  hand,  and  the  tears  ftrearoing 
from  her  eyes.  She  endeavour’d  to  affume  a different  af- 
pe&  when  I appear’d ; but  when  I told  her,  that  ’twas  a 
fear  of  having  offended  her,  which  had  made  me  leave 
my  ftudy,  fhe  cou’d  not  ftop  her  tears,  which  began  again 
to  flow.  I pi  eft  her  to  tell  me  what  it  was  that  rais’d 
fuch  tumults  in  her  bofom  ; but  it  was  a long  time  before 
I cou’d  prevail  with  her  to  fpeak,  when  fhe  caft  her  eyes 
downwards,  and  complain’d  that  I was  very  much  alter’d 
with  regard  to  her ; and  that  I furely  cou’d  have  but  very 
little  affecfl  ion  for  her,  fince  her  company  was  fo  difagree- 
able,  and  that  of  a book  fo  delightful.  She  added,  fhe 
faw  but  too  plainly,  that  in  loflng  her  dear  father,  fhe  had 
loft  the  principal  tie  which  bound  me  to  her;  and  that 
in  cafe  I continued  my  indifference,  fhe  fhould  be  the  moft 
unhappy  woman  breathing. 

Altho’  I was  confcious  that  I did  not  deferve  fuch  fevere 
reproaches,  I yet  did  not  examine  whether  they  were 
juft  or  not,  but  endeavour’d  to  confole  her,  by  the  moft 
tender  affurances  of  love  and  fidelity.  We  then  were 
good  friends.  So  far  from  being  angry  with  her  up- 
on this  account,  I on  the  contrary  efteem’d  her  the  more 
for  it ; and  interpreted  it  as  the  effedt  of  a great  delicacy  of 
fentiments,  which  ought  to  endear  her  to  me  the  more. 
I even  accus’d  her  for  having  till  now,  entertain'd  a wrong 
idea  of  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  virtue  and  wifdom. 
The  fcope  and  end  of  my  ftudies  ought  to  be,  not  only  to 
endeavour  to  procure  felicity  and  make  my  felf  as  per- 
fect as  poffible,  but  alfo  to  make  me  contribute  as  much 
as  I cou’d  to  the  happinefs  of  others : For  thefe  two  obli- 
gations aifedf  almoft  equally  a virtuous  and  reafbnable  man, 
who  finds  that  he  was  form’d  for  fociety ; and  confequent- 
ly  that  he  owes  almoft  as  much  to  others,  as  he  does  to 
himfelf.  Now  what  odd  kind  of  fruit  did  I propofe  to 
reap  from  rny  ftudies,  in  cafe  that  my  very  application  to 
them,  produc’d  an  effe<ft  quite  different  from  what  reafon 
ought  to  make  me  defire  ? I ftudy,  wou’d  I fay,  to  form 
my  heart  to  humanity,  good  nature  and  affability ; and  the 
labour  I employ  to  this  purpofe,  and  by  which  I fancy  I 
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dial}  attain  the  laft  mention’d  perfe&ions,  remove  me  ftill 
farther  from  them ; and  make  me  be  guilty  of  every  thing, 
it  ought  to  make  me- avoid.  This  occupation  offends  my 
wife,  makes  me  abfent  in  thought ; fevere,  and  even  four 
and  impolite,  lince  my  ufage  forc’d  tears  from  my  eyes? 
confequently  I am  far  from  treading  the  paths  of  wifdom 
and  virtue;  or  rather,  I have  ftruck  into  the  true  path,  but 
don’t  walk  in  it  as  I ought  to  do.  I am  like  to  a man 
who  fhould  endeavour  to  pleafe,  but  who,  for  want  of 
skill  and  addrelsinhis  fervices,  fhou’d  only  be  troublefome 
and  importunate;  by  this  means,  the  method  he  had  em- 
ploy’d to  make  himfelf  be  belov’d,  wou’d  only  incur 
hatred. 

But,  abftradted  from  this  motive,  which  was  drawn 
merely  from  the  ideas  of  order  ; and  which  adted,  if  T 
may  fo  exprefs  my  felf,  only  on  my  reafon ; I needed  only 
to  follow  the  impulfes  of  my  heart,  which  alone  would 
have  luggefted  every  thing,  that  was  adapted  to  pleafe  my 
dear  wife.  I therefore  appointed  the  hours  I fhould  em- 
ploy inftudy,  in  concert  with  her ; I fix’d  fuch  bounds  to 
it  as  fhe  delir’d ; and  one  of  the  chief  conditions  which  I 
was  oblig’d  to  confent  to,  was,  that  fhe  fhould  be  allow’d 
accefs  to  my  ftudy  whenever  fhe  fhould  have  a fancy  for 
it ; and  to  intermix  a little  love  with  my  moft  ferious  oc- 
cupations. But  fhe  made  an  ill  ufe  of  this  liberty ; for  fo 
ftrong  was  her  paffion,  that  fhe  cou’d  not  bear  to  be  a mo- 
ment out  of  my  fight.  I wilTnotfcrupie  to  own  that  f 
was  as  weak  as  fhe  cou’d  be,  for  fhe  had  never  appear’d  fo- 
charming  to  my  eyes.  The  reader  may  remember,  that 
file  was  very  young  when  I married  her, lb  that  her  charms 
were  but  juft  opening;  However,  fhe  was  in  that  bloom, 
of  youth,  when  beauty  triumphs  in  its  greateft  perfection. 
Indeed  the  fatigues  and  troubles  fhe  had  gone  through  in 
America , had  chang’d  her  prodigfoufty ; but  then  the  eaie; 
and  repofe  fhe  had  enjoy’d  at  the  Havana,  had  given  her 
flufh  of  health,  which  diffus’d  the  utmoft  grace  over  her 
whole  countenance.  I therefore  grew  fonder  of  her  than 
ever.  S weeteft  Vanity  1 I lov’cfher  more  dearly  than  I did 
my  felf.  Why  fhould  1 bltrfH  at  fo  juft,  fo  lawful  a pa£ 
lion  ; and  how  would  it  be  po  (libit  for  me  to  dcfcribe 
fhortly  the  extremes  of  my  ill  fortune,  in  cafe  I- did  not 
here  confefs  the  excefs  of  my  love  ? 
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Neverthelefs,  as  I always  watch’d  To  carefully  over  my 
defires,  as  to  keep  them  in  due  bounds ; I therefore  didr 
not  abandon  myfelf  lb  entirely  to  the  tranfports  of  my 
prefent  tendernefs,  as  not  to  reflect  often  on  futurity.  As 
my  heart  was  juft  as  I wi fil’d  it  to  be  ; it  was  neceflary 
for  my  happinefs,  that  it  fliould  always  continue  fo* 
^Twas  in  this  view  that  I would  frequently  meditate  on  i 
the  nature  of  our  inclinations  and  fondnefles ; when  put-  I 
ting  my  heart  to  every  kind  of  trial,  I endeavour’d  todif- 
cover  what  was  capable  either  to  heighten  or  weaken  its 
fenfations.  Every  difcovery  I made,  I immediately  veri- 
fied it  by  experience.  Without  acquainting  my  wife  with  j 
mydefign,  I try’d,  as  it  were,  theefficacioufnefs  of  my  i 
remedies  upon  her,  like  to  aphyfician,  who  (hould  con- 
tinually ftudy  the  health  of  a perfon  he  loves;  and  who; 
without  waiting  till  fhe  fhould  be  opprefl:  with  ficknefs* 
fliould  e . amine  the  nature  of  her  conftitution,  and  con- 
fider  whatcou’d  prejudice  it ; fiiould  prepare  preventive- 
dofes.and  fome  times  make  her  take  them  ; with  no  other 
view,  but  only  to  fee  the  effects  they  may  produce  when 
they  may  be  wanted ; or  to  prevent  a fit  of  ficknefs,  which 
certainly  is  a better  method  than  to  flay  till  the  difeafe  be- 
gins to  make  its  attacks.  I thus  employ’d  my  whole  atten- 
tion and  skill,  in  fearching  every  thing  that  might  fix  my 
love  in  Fanny’s  heart.  Thefe  fhort  obfervations  above 
mention’d,  artfully  carried  on ; had  prov’d  of  wonderful 
fervice  to  this  purpofe;  and  I had  experienc’d  the  effe&s 
of  this  more  than  once,  even  before  1 went  to  theifland 
of  Serrana,  and  my  brother’s  arrival.  Altho’  thefe  vo- 
luntary partings  were  almoft  as  grievous  to  me  as  they 
could  be  to  my  wife,  I yet  was  determin’d  to  this  by  my 
reafon,  and  buoy’d  up  by  the  hopes  of  meeting  with  a 
ftrong  increafeof  affe&ionat  my  return. 

I therefore  perfifted  in  the  refolution  of  accompanying 
my  brother  and  Gelin  to  St.  Helena.  About  fix  weeks  af- 
ter they  had  been  at  the  Havana,  we  all  embark’d  in  their 
fhip,  which  I had  caus’d  to  be  well  refitted  and  ftor’d  with, 
provifions.  We  put  in  at  ‘Jamaica,  purpofely  for  the 
fake  of  hearing  fome  news  from  Europe.  A veflel  from 
England  was  juft  come Into  Fort-Royal.  I went  and  fpoke 
to  the  captain,  who  did  not  acquaint  me  with  any  confi- 
derable  piece  of  news.  But  letting  me  into  the  motives 
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of  his  voyage,  and  informing  me  that  he  was  to  fail  very 
fhortly  for  Virginia , he  made  me  engage  in  a defign, 
whence  I am  to  date  the  aera  of  the  moft  dreadful  of  all 
my  misfortunes.  I did  not  fail  to  ask  him  whether  he 
intended  to  go  as  far  as  Pawbatan,  when  he  anfwer’d, 
that  place  was  to  be  the  limits  of  his  courfe.  Hearing 
this,  I defir’d  him  very  earneftly  to  enquire  there  after  one 
Mrs.  Lallin,  a French  lady ; and  in  cafe  he  met  with  her 
in  that  town,  to  inform  her  that  I liv’d  in  the  ifland  ot 
Cuba , with  the  governor  of  the  Havana  ; and  that  I de- 
fied her  to  come  to  me  the  fir  ft  opportunity.  The  captain 
not  only  undertook  the  commiftion,  but  added  that  he 
would  bring  the  lady  in  his  own  vefTcl,  which  was  a trad- 
er. He  had  unloaded  part  of  his  cargo  in  Jamaica ; and 
as  the  goods  he  had  brought  from  England  were  defign’d 
for  our  countrymen,  he  intended  to  fell  the  reft  in  our  nor- 
thern colonies.  From  thence  he  intended  to  return,  after 
he  had  freighted  his  velfe!  with  the  goods  of  the  coun- 
try, into  thegulph  of  Mexico ; and  there  barter  “hem  with 
the  Spaniards,  for  merchandife  which  he  defign’d  to  bring 
into  Europe. . This  was  fi>  favourable  for  Mrs.  Lallin,  that  I 
did  not  doubt  but  fhe  might  be  at  xheHav  ana, btioxe  I was 
return’d  from  St.  Helena . After  reftedbing  how  eafily 
this  voyage  might  be  undertaken,  I refolv’d  to  accompany 
the  captain  t oPawbatan  and  was  perfuaded  that  I might 
juftly  pay  this  compliment  to  Mrs.  Lallin,  fince  I had 
receiv’d  fo  many  obligations  from  her.  However  I con- 
fider’d  that  my  brother  and  Gelin  would  perhaps  be  dif- 
pleas’d  to  find  I had  changed  my  refolution  of  going  along 
with  them,  altho’  my  company  cou’d  not  be  of  any  great 
advantage  to  them  . I then  propos’d  my  defign  to  ’em, 
which  they  declar’d  to  be  a very  juft  one  ; and  only 
feem’d  forry  that  I was  going  to  leave  them.  In  fine, 
what  (hall  I fay  to  juftify  this  fatal  voyage  ? In  cafe  all  e- 
vents  are  conduced  by  the  hand  of  providence,  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  nothing  happens  without  its  immediate  di- 
redtion  5 ought  I toafcribe  it  to  any  other  caufe  than  its 
will;  and  is  it  not  manifeft  that  neither  wifdom  nor  re-> 
fle&ion,  could  have  chang’d  its  decrees  ? 

I left  my  friends,  after  having  agreed  upon  the  time 
when  we  fhould  meet  again ; and  was  perfuaded  that  I 

Ihould 
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fhdukl  return  before  them . I then  went  on  board,  high- 
ly delighted  with  confidering  how  agreeably  I fhould  fur- 
prize  Mrs.  Ldllin.  In  this  manner  my  blind  defire  led  me 
to  deitrudUon,  for  every  ftep  I now  took  brought  me 
nearer  it.  I was  going  to  light  the  fire  which  was  to  con- 
fume  me^  and  involve  my  wife,  my  friends  and  every 
thing  I held  deareft,  in  my  ruin.  To  what  a degree 
ought  I to  hate  Mrs.  Lallin  ! a fury,  whofe  memory  I 
ought  to  abhor  ! To  her  I owe  my  deftru&ion ; and 
but  for  her  fhould  1 not  have  been  happy  ? Had  not 
fate  now  foftned  its  rigours,  and  had  I the  leaft  reafon 
to  fufpedt  a change?  Alas  1 I was  fo  overjoy’d  at  my 
condition,  that  I began  to  forget  my  paft  misfortunes  j 
and  now  faw  them  only  in  diftant  profpedt,  when  a 
fatal  brand  of  hatred  and  difcord,  came  and  lighted  again 
the  almoft  dying  flames ; tore  open  the  former  wounds 
of  my  heart,  and  added  to  thefe  the  moll  dreadful, 
the  moll  unforefeen  fhocks  which  endanger’d  my  hon- 
our, my  life  and  my  reafon.  Neverthelefs,  at  the  fame 
time  that  I accufe  this  lady  of  being  the  caufe  of  all 
my  woes,  I yet  mull  confefs,  that  fhe  was  innocent- 
ly fo.  In  what  part  of  the  world  foever,  her  def- 
pair  and  unhappy  fate  may  have  conducted  her  fteps, 
this  is  a piece  of  juftice  I owe  her.  She  was  affable  o- 
bliging,  kind  to  my  family,  of  a m oft  peaceable  difpofi- 
tion,  and  incapable  -of  contributing  voluntarily  to  the 
evils  flie  has  brought  upon  me.  She  has  ruin’d  me, 
but  then ’twas  undefignedly  j however,  ’tis  not  in  the 
power  of  her  innocency  to  change  my  wretched  con- 
dition. 

The  wind  having  continued  to  favour  us,  till  we  ar- 
riv’d in  the  raotith  of  the  river  Yasobatan,  we  arriv’d  hap- 
pily at  the  town.  I was  inform’d  by  the  firft  perfon 
I met  with,  that  Mrs.  Lallin  was  ft  ill  in  it,  and  had  liv'd 
there  in  a very  honourable  manner.  I got  this  perfon  to 
carry  me  immediately  to  her  houfe.  The  fight  of  me 
fill’d  her  with  inexpreffible  fatisfaftion.  I dilcovei’das 
much,  and  heigh, tned  her  joy  confiderably,  when  I pro- 
tefted  that  I had  undertaken  that  voyage,  purely  for  her 
lake.  She  accepted  with  pleafure  the  afylum,  I offer’d 
her  in  the  illandof  Cuba-,  when  fhe  befought  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  next  to  my  wife,  no  perfon  in  the  world 

Joy'd. 
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lov’d  me  To  dearly  as  herfelt  ; and  that  flte  wou’d  always 
endeavour  to  behave  in  fuch  a manner,  as  might  make  her 
worthy  myefteem.  She  gave  me  a long  account  of  the 
various  advefltures  fhe  had  met  with,  which  mov’d  me 
prodigioufly.  Captain  Wills,  to  complete  his  villainy, 
had  made  her  his  wife  by  force ; for  he  oblig’d  the  chap- 
lain of  his  fhip  to  repeat  the  form  of  words  us’d  in  mar- 
riage ; but  as  he  had  extorted  anfwers  from  her,  it  confe- 
quently  was  not  valid ; nor,  indeed,  did  he  himfelf  ever 
intend  to  confider  himfelf  as  lawfully  married  to  her.  All 
he  wanted  was  to  fave  his  reputation,  by  covering  his 
bafe  attion  with  that  veil  of  honefty  ; and  to  prevent  not 
only  the  fcandal,  but  even  the  punifhment,  which  he 
might  juftly  dread  at  his  return  to  England.  As  he  wasab- 
folute  monarch  on  board  his  own  fhip,  he  forc’d  Mrs. 
Lallin  to  fubmic  to  all  his  brutifh  laws.  He  had  carried 
her  to  Jamaica  and  Virginia  ; and  tho*  he  at  laft  began  to 
treat  her  a little  more  civilly,  he  yet  did  not  ufe  her  as  a 
wife,  but  as  a miflr efs,  whom  he  imagin’d  he  might  dif- 
pofeof  as  he  thought  proper.  As  for  poor  Mrs.  Lallin , 
who  was  perpetually  bewailing  her  fid  fate,  Are  had  made 
feveral  attempts  to  get  out  of  the  tyrant’s  hands;  but  all 
was  to  no  purpofe,  fo  long  as  the  captain’s  wild  paflion 
made  him  watch  over  her  continually.  At  kfl,  when  it 
began  to  cool;  and  that  he,  defigning  to  return  to  Europe, 
wanted,  poffibly,  to  leave  her  in  America,  {he  found  he 
did  not  watch  her  fo  ftridtly  as  before.  Captain  Wills  was 
then  return’d  to  Jamaica , where  he  was  to  leave  part  of 
his  forces ; and  had  given  Mr s.  Lallin  leave,  to  go  afhore 
at  Fort-Royal,  and  ftay  there  fome  days.  Being  there, 
fhe  acquainted  an  honeft  gentleman  with  the  barbarous 
ufage  fhe  had  met  with,  who  thereupon  promis’d  to 
aflift  her  in  her  efcape ; and  indeed  found  an  opportunity 
to  put  her  on  board  a fhip  which  fail’d  for  Lucayoneca : 
’Twas  not  till  after  a great  variety  of  adventures,  and  a 
numberlefs  multitude  of  troubles,  that  fhe  got  to  Virginia , 
where  fhe  flatter’d  herfelf  with  the  hopes  of  meeting 
with  vifeount  Axminfter,  and  perhaps  me  along  with  his 
lordfhip.  As  fhe  had  taken  care  to  keep  all  the  money 
and  jewels  fhe  had  brought  from  France,  fhe  was  thereby 
enabled  to  lead  a very  agreeable  life  at  Pawbatan ; where 
her  prudence  and  politeneis  gain’d  her  fo  much  efleem, 
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thatfeveral  of  the  moft  wealthy  gentlemen  in  the  town, 
were  her  fuitors,  and  were  very  urgent  with  her  to  change 
her  condition. 

Mrs.  Lallin  was  fo  well  pleas’d  with  what  I had  done 
for  her ; and  the  hopes  fhe  entertain’d  of  living  peaceably 
in  my  family,  and  enjoying  my  wife’s  company,  footh’d 
her  fo  agreeably ; that  fhe  was  very  impatient  to  leave 
Bavohatan.  The  captain  finifh’d  all  his  affairs  in  a fort- 
night, when  the  wind  being  fair,  we  fee  fail.  I had  the 
pleafure,  at  our  fetting  out,  to  fee  all  the  worthy  part  of 
the  inhabitants  difeover  the  utmoft  regret  at  her  depar- 
ture, and  give  her  the  higheft  teftimonies  of  their  efteem 
and  veneration. 

In  the  voyage,  I found  by  her  converfation,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  calamities  fhe  had  pafs’d  thro’,  her 
good  fenfe  and  fweet  temper  were  not  any  ways  dimi- 
nifh’d.  So  far  from  it,  her  forrows  feem’d  to  have 
ftrengthned  her  reafon ; and  I efteem’d  her  infinitely 
more,  for  having  drawn  fuch  excellent  fruits  from  adver- 
fity.  She  had  a julf  turn  of  thinking;  expreft  herfelf 
withthe  utmoft  grace;  and  every  thing  fhe  laid  was  fo 
judicious  and  folid,  as  footh’d  very  agreeably  my  contem- 
plative difpofition.  I did  not  conceal  from  her  the  plea- 
fure which  this  was  to  me.  1 fhall  gain,  fays  I,  a much 
greater  advantage  by  our  meeting,  than  you  ; for  you 
now  will  very  much  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  my 
life.  Thofe  things  which  I thought  myfelf  bound  to 
do  for  you  out  of  gratitude,  I now  fhall  be  prompted  to 
from  felf-intereft.  Your  converfation  will  be  a kind  of 
delightfulftudy,  whence  I fhall  reap  greater  benefit,  than 
it  will  be  pofiible  for  me  to  do  from  books.  I then  told 
her,  that  I expected  to  meet  with  my  brother  Bridge  at 
tlie  Havana,  whofe  temper  and  difpofition  and  mine 
were  very  like.  Whata  happy  life,  fays  I,  are  we  going 
to  lead!  Our  life  will  be  a life  of  wifdom.  We  fhall: 
fpend  part  of  it  in  reading,  and  the  reft  in  communicat- 
ing our  reflections  to  one  another.  My  wife  too  is  qua- 
lified to  have  her  fhare  in  it.  Our  felicity  will  now  be 
perfect ; for,  there  is  no  likelihood  that  fate  will  ever 
perfecuteusmore.  Our  condition  of  life  is  fix’d;  fo  that, 
now  we  feem  to  be  fecure  from  the  malice  of  fortune. 
Such  was  myblindnefs  iathe  greateft  danger  with  which 
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I was  ever  threatned.  I was  juft  on  the  brink  of  it,  at 
the  fame  time  that  I thought  myfelf  in  the  greateft  fecurr- 
ty ; and  all  things  confpir’d  to  confirm  me  a long  time,  in 
in  the  moft  fatal  of  all  errors. 

We  arriv’d  at  the  Havana.  Somebufinefs  I had  to  do 
for  the  captain  who  had  brought  us,  having  detain’d  me 
a good  while  in  the  port  ; my  return  was  fpread  fo  foon, 
that  Don  Pedro  the  governor  and  my  wife,  came  to  me, 
before  I had  done  the  captain’s  affairs.  I was  furpriz’d  to 
fee  the  governor’s  coach ; and  believing  that  he  was  come 
in  it  with  my  wife ; I took  Mrs.  Lallin  by  the  hand,  and 
walk’d  with  her  up  to  the  coach.  My  wife  took  her  at 
firft  for  my  fifter-in-law,  whom  fhe  imagin’d  I had 
brought  from  Sr  .Helena.  I immediately  undeceiv’d  her, 
and  inform’d  her  that  this  was  the  lady  who  had  writ  to  me 
when  we  were  among  the  Abaquis^  who  had  left  France 
with  me,  had  given  me  the  higheft  teftimonies  of 
her  friend  fit  ip  and  generofity ; in  a word,  that ’twas  Mrs. 
Laltin , whom  I prefented  to  her,  a lady  of  the  greateft 
good  fenfe  and  merit.  T then  told  her  in  very  few  words, 
the  opportunity  I had  met  with  of  going  to  Pawhatan ; 
and  that  I had  defir’dher  to  live  with  us,  as  I had  agreed 
at  her  leaving  France.  Look  upon  her  as  a fccond  Mrs. 
Riding , and  I defire  you  to  make  her  your  friend.  If  the 
reader  recollects  what  I havefaid,  on  more  than  one  oc- 
cafion,  of  my  wife’s  temper,  and  of  that  uneafy  delicacy 
which  inclin’d  her  to  jealoufy;  he  then  will  eafily  account 
for  all  I am  now  going  to  relate.  Let  him  call  to  mind 
the  deep  melancholy  which  prey’d  upon  her,  when  we 
liv’d  among  the  Abaquis-,  the  fears  which  it  was  not  in 
her  power  to  fupprefs  even  but  a few  weeks  after  our 
marriage ; her  diftradtion,  her  fighs  and  tears;  then  who- 
ever perufes  this  fatal  part  of  my  ftory , will  be  much  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  caufe  of  my  calamity,  than  I my- 
felfwas  when  itbefel  me.  But  who  would  have  found 
t out,  had  not  I let  him  into  thefe  feveral  particulars? 
Sutas  1 have  thus  prepar’d  my  readers,  they  will  clearly 
fee  into  the  obfeurity,  in  which  they  will  behold  me 
walk . They’ll  have  a full  view  of  all  my  woes;  alas-! 
►vhy  did  not  fome  power  whifper  to  me,  that  1 was  run- 
ling  headlong  to  deftru&ion  ? 
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As  I did  not  entertain  the  lead:  fufpicion  that  this  inter- 
view would  be  attended  with  any  fatal  confequences ; I 
did  not  fo  much  as  obferve  what  countenance  my  wife 
a (fum’d,  when  I fpoke  the  above-mention’d  particulars  ; 

I was  wholly  taken  up  with  the  plcafure  which  her  pre- 
fence gave  me,  and  the  reflection  that  1 had  now  pro- 
cur’d her  an  agreeable  friend.  Neverthelefi,  had  I exa- 
min’d my  wife’s  countenance,  I fliould  have  perceiv’d, 
as  I flnce  heard,  a great  alteration  in  it,  as  well  as  con- 
(Iraint  in  her  whole  perfon.  The  opinion  my  wife  had  en- 
tertain’d that  I lov’d  Mrs.  Lallin , ever  flnce  (he  had  known 
that  this  lady  had  left  France  purely  for  the  fake  of  accom- 
panying me  to  the  IVefi-Indies  ; and  the  confirmation  (he 
imagin’d  (he  had,  by  my  having  folong  conceal’d  the  lad 
mention’d  particular ; thefe  two  reafons,  I fay,  were  alone 
more  than  fufflcient  to  make  her  hate  Mrs.  Lallin. 
When  fhe  found  that  I myfelf  not  only  deflr’d  to  have  her 
live  with  us  j but  that  I had  undertaken  the  voyage,  pure- 
ly to  fetch  her  to  the  Havana,  and  offer  her  an  afylum 
with  us;  (Ire  fancied  it  was  but  too  plain,  that  I lov’d  her, 
and  confequently  that  I had  impos’d  upon  her,  even  in  the 
very  infancy  of  our  marriage ; or  did  not  value  her,  now 
I had  met  with  her  rival.  What  an  unhappy  progrefs  did 
this  reflection  make,  in  a perfon  of  my  wife’s  character  ? 
Tender  beyond  exprefflon;  fearful  and  eafily  alarm’d  j 
ever  fancying  I did  not  love  her  enough ; prey’d  upon, 
moreover,  by  a gentle  melancholy,  which  made  her  fond 
of  folitude,  in  which  (he  might  indulge  her  meditations 
in  my  abfence.  Alas',  theinftant  of  my  arrival  was  the 
lad  of  her  repofe.  My  dear  wife  now  tailed  fictitious 
joys  only,  a circumftance  fhe  neverthelefs  conceal’d  from 
all ; and  her  habitual  difpofition  was  grief,  with  all  the 
* fad  effeCts  which  accompany  it. 

I was  fo  far  from  perceiving  this  change,  that  I,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  myfelf  in  the  happiefl  period  of  my 
life.  I now  wanted  only  my  brother,  and  his  Angelica , 
and  then,  methought,  I cou’d  have  nothing  farther  to 
wifh  for.  I obferv’d  this  to  my  wife,  who  anfwer’d 
with  her  ufual  tendernefs.  I deflr’d  her  to  ufe  Mrs.  Lallin 
kindly  ; and  as  this  lady  feem’d  now  entirely  cur’d  of  the 
paflion  fhe  fo  long  had  for  me ; I did  not  fcruple  to  be  ex- 
tremely 
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jtremely civil  to  her  upon  all  occafions,  which  (lie  inter- 
preted as  a mark  of  the  great  efteem  I had  for  her.  My 
, wife  would  every  now  and  then  put  fo  much  a conftraint 
upon  herfelf,  as  to  (hew  the  utmoft  complaifance  to  Mrs. 
Lallin  i however,  it  afterwards  appear’d  that  this  was 
merely  fpecious.  Sheherfelf  wou’d  be  vex’d  to  the  foul, 
whenever  I lavilh’d  compliments  upon  a woman  whom 
flie  confider’d  as  her  rival ; and  diicours’d  to,  or  took  a 
turn  with  her  in  the  governor’s  garden.  On  thefe  occa- 
fionsfhe  would  often  come  and  interrupt  us ; and  tho’  fhe 
would  afliime  a fmiling  countenance,  I iince  confider’d, 
that  I might  eafily  have  perceiv’d  fhe  was  very  uneafy  in 
her  mind,  had  I not  always  confider’d  the  uneafinefs  in 
her  temper,  as  the  ufual  effects  of  her  melancholy. 

During  two  months,  fhe  did  not  give  the  lead:  indica- 
tion of  her  being  under  any  manner  of  concern  upon  Mrs. 
Lullin'^  account.  But  the  arrival  of  my  brother,  his  wife 
and  Gelin , plung’d  both  Fanny  and  myfelf  into  an  abyfs 
of  calamity.  Don  Pedro,  who  was  vaftly  kind,  was 
perfuaded,  as  wedifeover’d  fo  much  joy  at  their  arrival, 
that  he  could  not  pofhbly  oblige  us  more,  than  in  offer- 
ing to  take  them  into  his  houfe ; a favour  which  I at  laft 
prevail’d  with  them  to  accept  of.  My  brother  Bridge 
lov’d  Gelin  fo  dearly,  that  he  cou’d  not  bear  to  live  apart 
from  him  j fo  that  to  prevail  upon  one  of  them  was  engag- 
ing both.  This  was  the  more  eafily  brought  about,  as  the 
governor’s  houfe,  or  rather  palace,  was  fo  fpacious,  that 
we  could  all  live  in  our  feveral  apartments  without  in- 
commoding one  another.  Accordingly  we  all  dwelt  un- 
der the  fame  roof. 

After  we  had  fpent  a few  days  with  that  pleafure 
which  the  meeting  of  friends  who  have  been  long  abfent 
from  one  another,  gives ; each  of  us  began  to  think  in 
what*  manner  he  fhould  employ  the  hours,  which  we 
cou’d  not  always  fpend  together.  My  choice  was  already 
fix’d,  viz,,  ftudy;  and  my  brother,  who  was  no  lefs 
fond  of  it  than  myfelf,  refolv’d  alfo  to  devote  himfelf  to 
the  mufes.  Mrs.  Lallin  likewife  determin’d  to  pafs  away 
two  or  three  hours  every  day  after  the  fame  manner ; and 
as  I had  purchas’d  all  the  good  books  I cou’d  meet  with 
at  the  Havana,  fhe  us’d  often  to  come  into  my  little  li- 
brary j either  to  chufe  out  fuch  pieces  as  fhe  look’d  upon 
- as 
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as  the  mod  agreeable,  or' to  enjoy  a moment's  conver- 
fation  with  me.  I alfo  fuppos’d  that  my  wife  would 
alfo  give  into  the  fame  amufement,  as  fhe  had  always  dif- 
cover’d  an  inclination  for  it.  Ncverthelefs  fhe  declar’d, 
that  fhe  intended  to  keep  my  fifler-in-law  company,  and 
topafs  all  her  hours  with  her,  in  working  at  her  needle. 
’Twas  her  fecret  vexation,  and  the  averfion  fhe  had  to 
Mrs.  Lctllin,  which  made  her  take  this  refolution  j par- 
ticularly after  fhe  found,  that  th<j  lady  above-mention’d 
u/d  to  vifit  me  frequently  in  my  ftudy ; but  as  for  my 
Wife,  fhe  never  came  into  it  afterwards.  The  fondnefs 
with  which  fhe  once  us’d  to  hear  and  difcourfe  with  me, 
feem’d  now  entirely  abated.  If  at  any  time  fhe  us’d  to 
leave  my  filler,  ’twas  only  to  go  and  take  a folitary  walk 
m the  garden,  in  order  to  ruminate  upon  her  forrows.  I 
could  not  forbear  taking  fome  notice  of  this  change  in 
her  behaviour  j but  how  could  I poflibly  afcribe  it  to  fo 
cruel  a caufe,  or  think  fhe  was  capable  of  fufpedling  the 
fincerity  of  my  affedtion;  fince  I was  confciousto  my- 
felf  that  I lov’d  her  as  dearly  as  it  was  polfible  for  man  to 
do ; and  was  perpetually  giving  her  the  flrongeft  affuran- 
ces  of  it. 

As  Gelin  had  not  a mind  turn’d  for  books,  he  us’d  to  be 
continually  with  my  wife  and  filler.  According  to  the 
ideas  which  the  Trench  generally  entertain  of  politenefs 
and  gallantry  5 he  would  have  thought  it  the  greateft  rude- 
nefs  not  to  give  thofe  two  ladies  his  company,  which  he 
believ’d  wou’d  be  an  amufement  to  them.  And  indeed  he 
poffefs’d  fo  fprightly  a vein,  as  made  it  vaftly  agreeable  j 
a circumllance  I am  oblig’d  to  own,  not  with  (landing  the 
injury  he  has  done  me.  He  therefore  us’d  to  fpend  part 
of  the  day  with  my  wife  and  our  filler  Angelica.  I will 
be  fo  candid,  as  to  believe  that  he  had  no  other  view  at 
firll,  but  to  procure  hi mfelf  an  innocent  pleafure,  in  the 
company  of  two  vallly  amiable  women.  In  cafe  I am 
not  millaken  in  this  conjc&ure,  I ought  to  pity  him,  fen- 
fibleas  lam  in  how  defpotick  a manner  the  paflions  tri- 
umph over  the  mind ; and  I can  Hill  fancy,  at  the  fame 
time  that  I detell  his  memory,  that  he  was  more  unfor- 
tunate than  criminal.  But  on  the  other  fide,  in  cafe  he 
plung’d  voluntarily  into  guilt  j if  he  premeditated  my 
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deftruftion  ; and  on  the  principles  which  are  but  too 
often  found  among  the  Trench , who  look  upon  an  in- 
trigue as  a piece  ot  gallantry;  will  not  all  my  readers 
abhor  him  as  a monfter  who  violated  the  moil:  facred 
laws,  and  incurr’d  the  guiltof  the hlackeft  crimes  ? 

Gelin  fell  in  love  with  my  wife.  In  a man  of  his 
difpofition  and  turn  of  mind,  it  was  impofifible  for 
him  to  entertain  any  paftion  with  moderation.  We 
have  feen  in  the  relation  which  has  been  given  of  his 
adventures  in  St.  Helena,  that  he  had  a fubtle  and  inven- 
tive genius.  He  at  firft  ftudied  my  wife’s  genius  and 
temper  very  carefully,  with  a defign  to  attack  her  virtue 
in  its  weakeft  part.  He  foon  difeovered  that  file  was  of 
a melancholy  turn  of  mind;  but  his  penetrating  eye 
difeover’d  much  farther;  and  as  he  faw  and  talk’d  fo 
often  with  her,  he  could  not  but  perceive  that  fome- 
thing  heavy  hung  upon  herfpirits.  He  was  lo  afliduous, 
and  watch’d  her  whole  behaviour  fo  narrowly,  that  he 
atlaft  prevail’d  with  her  to  reveal,  what  fhc  had  till  then 
refolv’d  never  to  dilcover.  On  this  foundation  he  built 
all  his  hopes  of  inlinuating  himfelf  into  her  affe&ion. 
I am  now  going  to  relate  a train  of  circumftances,  of 
which  the  reader  will  wonder  how  I came  to  be  in- 
form’d ; but  I will  delire  him  to  fufpend  his  judgment, 
till  I have  acquainted  him  farther  into  thefe  matters. 

Gelin , after  this  difeovery,  was  fo  vile,  as  to  employ 
every  artifice  he  cou’d  think  of.  The  firft  thing  he 
refolv’d  to  do,  was,  to  infinuate  himfelf  into  my  wife’s 
confidence.  He  took  an  opportunity  to  have  a private 
converfation  with  her,  as  fhe  was  walking  in  the  garden. 
There,  after  a thoufand  proteftations  of  the  great  refpedt 
and  efteem  he  had  for  her;  he  hinted  to  her,  not  of  his 
having  taken  notice  of  her  melancholy,  but  that  he  di £• 
cover’d  fomething  which  would  affli£t  her  very  much. 
He  made  a great  many  apologies  for  having,  as  he  faid, 
perhaps  defer’d  too  long  acquainting  her  with  it.;  and 
that  how  ftrongly  foever  he  might  have  been  prompted 
to  acquaint  her  with  this  incident,  becaufe  of  the  great 
efteem  he  had  for  our  whole  family ; he  yet  had  been 
kept  from  doing  it,  merely  for  fear  of  occalioning 
fome  divilion  among  us.  However,  that  as  the  evil 
feem’d  to  increale  every  day,  and  as  it  was  impofiible 
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but  the  confequences  mull  be  of  a very  pernicious  na-  i 
ture;  he  therefore  thought  himfelf  oblig’d  td^inform 
her,  that  Mrs.  Lallin  was  paffionately  fond  of  me;  and 
ftood  fo  little  upon  her  guard,  that  fhe  gave  the  molt 
fcandalous  proofs  of  it;  that  fhe  daily  fpent  feveral 
hours  in  my  ftudy,  when  no  one  was  there  but  our- 
felves ; that  he  had  heard  fuch  things  as  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  repeat ; that  indeed,  he  cou’d  not  affirm  that  I 
return'd  her  affe&ion ; but  that  this  was  the  very  reafon 
which  oblig’d  him  to  reveal  thefe  particulars  to  my  wife, 
in  order  that  fhe  might  check  the  progrefs  of  the  evil,  in 
cafe  it  were  not  too  late. 

This  artful  difcourfe  had  all  the  effe£f  which  Gelin 
promis’d  himfelf  from  it  My  credulous  wife  was 
firmly  perfuaded  that  friendfhip  and  good  nature  only, 
had  prompted  him  to  make  a difcovery,  which  cor- 
refponded  but  too  well  with  her  ideas.  She  firft  an- 
fwer’d  no  otherwife  than  by  a flood  of  tears,  and  com-  | 
plaints  againft  fortune.  Gelin  pretended  to  comfort 
her,  but  ’twas  in  fuch  a manner  as  engag’d  her  to  reveal 
her  mind  farther.  Accordingly  fhe  acquainted  him  with 
the  whole  fubjcdf  of  her  grief ; and  own’d  that  fhe  had 
but  too  long  perceiv’d  the  feveral  particulars  he  had 
inform’d  her  of.  He  even  was  fo  impudent  as  to 
confefs  that  he  believ’d  I had  deluded  her;  and  that 
he  was  but  too  certain,  that  I lov’d  Mrs.  Lallin  as 
much  as  fhe  did  me.  Nothing  cou’d  poffibly  be  more 
favourable  to  Gelin' s wicked  view  than  this.  What  he 
aim’d  at,  was,  to  make  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  necef- 
fary  to  my  wife,  upon  pretence  of  adminiftring  confo- 
lation.  He  had  obferv’d,  that  fhe  lov’d  me  fo  paf- 
fionately, as  made  him  imagine  that  her  heart  wou’d 
not  be  a very  cafy  conqueft ; but  then  he  hop’d,  to 
win  her  favour  and  efteem  by  his  infinuating  arts.  A 
mutual  communication  of  fentiments,  and  a myfterious 
air  of  confidence,  are  fymptoms  of  love ; and  very 
feldom  fail  of  being  the  caufe,  when  they  are  not  the 
effect  of  it.  Gelin,  at  laft,  prevail’d  in  one  circum- 
ftance,  with  regard  to  my  wife,  to  which  he  afpir’d; 
and  in  cafe  he  did  not  win  her  affection,  he  yet  gain’d 
the  firft  place  in  her  friend  fhip  and  efteem. 
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Now,  my  wife  and  he  were  for  ever  appointing 
private  aflignations,  bufied  in  mvftcrious  fecrets,  or 
whii'pering  or  winking  at  one  another.  Mrs.  Lallin 
cou’d  not  look  at,  or  ipeak  a word  to  me,  but  imme- 
diately ’twas  interpreted  in  the  moll  malicious  fenfe. 
Gelin  had  his  eye  eternally  upon  us;  and  never  fail’d 
to  acquaint  my  wife  with  every  thing  that  pafs’d  be- 
tween the  lady  abovemention’d  and  me.  In  cafe  any 
thing  he  obferv’d,  was  not  fufceptible  of  a finifter  in- 
terpretation, his  malice  never  fail’d  to  make  it  as  black 
as  poftible.  His  impudence  went  to  that  length,  as  to 
fteal  foftly  into  my  apartment,  and  liften  at  the  door 
of  my  ftudy,  in  order  to  hear  what  Mrs.  Lallin  and  I 
were  difeourfmg  upon.  The  moll  innocent  expref- 
fions  of  friend  (hip  and  confidence,  were  poifon’d  and 
corrupted  when  they  came  from  his  mouth.  Thus 
did  this  unworthy  confident,  continue  daily  to  haften 
my  unhappy  wife’s  ruin.  ’Tis  indeed  true,  that  the 
fruits  he  reap’d  from  it,  were  not  at  all  favourable  to 
his  deteftable  paflion  ; for  his  defign  was,  to  infpire 
her  with  love,  whereas  he  only  fill’d  her  with  the 
deepeft  affliction.  Too  certain  of  her  unhappinefs, 
and  opprefs’d  by  the  frefh  confirmations  (he  daily  re- 
ceiv’d of  it ; flie  cou’d  not  fo  properly  be  faid  to  live, 
as  to  languifh  in  a perpetual  defpair.  She  now  had 
only  two  occupations,  both  of  which  were  of  a moll 
fatal  and  violent  nature;  the  one  was,  to  abandon  her- 
felf  to  grief  whenever  (he  was  alone  and  unobferv’d  ; 
the  other,  to  do  her  utmoft  to  conceal  her  uneafinefs, 
whenever  fire  was  oblig’d  to  be  in  company.  And  in- 
deed, fhe  was  not  long  able  to  bear  up  againft  thefe 
tortures.  She  now  wafted  away  fenfibly,  and  grew 
paler  every  day.  The  poifon  fhe  had  been  able  to  con- 
ceal fo  long  in  her  breaft,  fpread,  by  infenfible  degrees, 
to  every  part  of  her,  and  began  to  vitiate  her  blood, 
after  having  infected  the  feveral  faculties  of  her  foul. 

During  this,  I fpent  my  days  in  fo  much  fecurity,  as 
made  my  calamity  infinitely  more  deplorable.  So  far 
from  entertaining  the  leaft  fufpicion,  which  might  in- 
terfere with  my  tranquillity ; whenever,  I reflected  on 
the  change  which  was  fo  vifible  in  my  wife’s  behaviour 
I rejoic’d  at  it  as  a circumftance  I had  wilh’d  for,  and 

which 
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which  I believ’d  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  her.  I 
fancied  that  Gelin  and  my  lifter’s  company  was  fo  agree- 
able, that  it  had  difpell’d  her  melancholy.  Tho’  this 
did  not  footh  my  tendernefs,  becaufe  it  bereav’d  me  of 
the  pleafure  of  her  converfation  during  part  of  the  dayj 
it  was  a pleafure  to  me  to  conAder  that  her  mind  was 
now  at  eafe.  I often  declar’d  to  her  the  great  fatisfa&ion 
that  this  gave  me ; and  I thank’d  Angelica  and  Gelin  more 
than  once,  for  having  found  out  the  fecret  to  produce 
this  happy  change  in  her  temper.  But  by  this,  I only- 
lighted  up  the  fire  which  confum’d  her;  for  fhe  never 
fail’d  to  interpret  thefe  teftimonies  of  my  joy,  as  a ma- 
nifeft  proof  of  my  infidelity.  I was  highly  delighted 
that  fhe  did  not  offer  to  interrupt  the  freedom,  which 
was  between  Mrs.  Lallin  and  myfelf.  Her  prefence  was 
now  become  importunate  and  odious.  Such  were  the 
fad  reafonings  of  her  fick  heart  and  troubled  mind.  We 
(fill  continued  to  converfe  together  every  day,  but  then 
’twas  always  in  company  with  others.  We  never  us’d 
to  retire  to  reft,  till  very  late  at  night.  I us’d  to  afcribe 
her  heavinefs  and  deje&ion  to  a want  of  fleep.  She 
wou’d  not  indeed,  refufe  my  endearments,  but  then  I 
could  hardly  get  a word  out  of  her  * and  fhe  would 
pretend  to  fall  afleep  a moment  after.  However,  I 
wou’d  fpend  the  night  delightfully  by  her;  happy  in 
this  Angle  reflexion,  that  fhe  lov’d  me  entirely,  and  that 
her  mind  was  as  much  at  eafe  as  my  own. 

Neverthelefs,  fhe  now  began  to  be  very  much  out 
of  order ; and  it  appear’d  but  too  plainly  by  her  coun- 
tenance, that  flie  was  prey’d  upon  by  fome  fecret  unea- 
finefs.  This  made  me  very  uneafy,  and  I took  notice  of 
it  to  her;  upon  which  fhe  told  me  that  fhe  was  really 
greatly  indifpos’d ; and  took  an  opportunity  from  this,  to 
have  a feparate  bed  made  for  her.  Alarm’d  at  the  flightelh 
indifpofition  with  which  f^e  was  attack’d,  I laid  afide 
my  books,  and  was  perpetually  with  her.  By  looking 
at  her,  I found  that  fhe  harbour’d  fome  fecret  uneafinefs 
in  her  bofom.  She  fpoke  but  very  little.  Her  eyes 
wou’d  fometimes  fix  themielves  languifhingly  upon  me; 
and  notwithftanding  her  ftruggles  to  fupprefs  her  fighs, 
yet  thefe  would  fometimes  fteal  from  her.  My  After 
told  me  in  conftdence,  that  fhe  believ’d  that  her  difeafe 
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was  not  fo  much  iry*  the  body  as  the  mind  ; and  therefore 
was  perfuaded,  that  my  wife  had  taken  fomething  very 
much  to  heart.  1 then  took  an  opportunity,  when  no 
one  was  in  the  room  but  my  wife  and  I,  to  embrace 
her  with  all  the  tendernefs  imaginable;  tvhen  I conjur’d 
her  to  lay  open  her  whole  foul  to  me ; to  me  her  dear 
husband,  a man  who  idoliz’d  her,  and  could  never 
enjoy  a moment’s  peace,  in  caie  fhe  were  not  perfetflly 
eafy  in  her  mind.  She  appear’d  to  be  in  doubt  for  a few 
^moments,  as  tho’  what  I now  fpoke,  had  rais’d  the 
ftrongeft  emotions  in  her  mind ; and  that  fhe  was  juft 
going  to  reveal  all  her  pangs  to  me.  Alas!  I am  fure  of 
it,  this  fatal  fecret  was  got  fo  far  as  her  lips,  and  we 
might  have  (till  been  happy,  had  it  but  forc’d  its  way 
thro’ her  mouth.  But  fome  fatal  reflection,  which  was 
owing  to  the  iinifler  infpirations  of  Gelin,  made  it  return 
to  fuch  fublhntial  gloom,  as  was  impenetrable  to  my 
eyes.  She  anfwer’d  me  with  a figh,  that  it  was  not 
always  in  her  power  to  banifh  her  reflections ; that  the 
tragical  feenes  which  her  father  and  mother  had  pafs’d 
thro’,  would  often  paint  themfelves  in  her  imagination, 
whatever  ftruggles  fire  might  make  to  remove  them 
from  it ; that  fhe  could  never  recoiled  without  fhudder- 
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ing,  the  feveral  cruel  difafters,  which  had  deftroy’d  her 
family  ; that  as  fhe  had  not  the  lead  room  to  hope,  that 
heaven  would  foften  its  rigour;  fhe  expeCted  that  her 
life  wou’d  end  as  unhappily  as  it  had  begun.  When  fhe 
fpakethefelafl:  words  (he  cou’d  not  keep  back  her  tears , 
and  her  heart,  which  was  opprefs’d  with  forrow,  eas’d 
itfelfby  venting  a prodigious  number  of  flghs. 

The  fad  condition  I then  faw  her  in  melted  me  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  had  (lie  been  ever  fo  little  in  her  right 
fenfes,  and  capable  of  forming  a true  Judgment  of 
things,  it  would  have  been  impoflible,  but  the  flneere 
marks  I gave  of  affeCtion  and  grief,  mull  ha\re  convinc’d 
her  of  her  injuftice  and  my  innocence.  I took  one  of 
her  hands,  and  fqueez’d  it  againft  my  cheek.  Beared: 
Tcmny!  fays  I,  with  a moft  paflionate  tone  of  voice; 
lovely  creature  who  alone  art  capable  of  charming  all 
my  cares  to  red:  1 how  is  it  poflible  for  you,  to  afflict 
yourfelf  by  fuch  unjuft:  fears,  and  by  calling  up  things  in 
your  memory,  which  ought  to  be  blotted  eternally  (Torn 
Vol.  II.  E ill 
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it!  Time  pad  is  not  in  our  power;  but  what  do  you 
fee  in  futurity  that  ought  to  give  you  pain  ? Don’t  we 
enjoy  each  other?  Will  it  be  pofiible  for  any  power  to 
prevent  me  from  making  you  my  idol;  You,  from 
loving  me,  and  being  mine  for  ever?  And  in  cafe  you 
are  as  certainly  perluaded  of  this  as  you  ought  to  be,  can 
fate  ever  annoy  us  more.  No,  no,  (ays  I embracing 
her ; that  perfon  is  not  fenfible  of  the  value  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  he  enjoys  who  is  perpetually  afraid  of  lofing  it. 
Your  heart  is  too  much  afflicted,  but  I will  teach  you 
how  to  make  it  eafy;  banifh  fear  from  it,  and  let  it 
always  be  fill’d  with  love. 

As  I had  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  her  fincerity,  I look’d 
upon  the  anfiwer  fhe  made  me,  as  a real  confefiion  of  the 
uneafinefs  fhe  felt ; and  therefore  thought  only  of  pro- 
curing her  fuch  amufements  as  might  drive  away  the 
melancholy  with  which  her  fpirits  were  clouded.  For 
this  purpofe,  I delir’d  feveral  ladies  of  the  greateft  di- 
itinttion  in  the  Havana,  to  come  and  divert  my  wife 
every  day  with  their  company,  and  I never  failed  to  give 
them  mine.  Whether  it  were  owing  to  the  diveriions 
we  then  took,  or  to  my  being  continually  with  my  wife; 
fhe  recover’d  in  a very  little  time,  after  which  we  each 
refum’d  our  ufual  exercifes.  I obferv’d  that  Gelin  was 
vaftly  afliduous  about  my  wife,  during  her  indifpofition  ; 
but  this  I imputed  wholly  to  his  friendfliip  and  generofity . 

I was  oblig’d  fome  months  after,  at  the  governor’s  re- 
queft,  to  go  upon  fome  affairs  he  had  at  Vera  Crux..  The 
voyage  thither  was  more  tedious  than  fatiguing.  At  my 
return  from  the  place  abovemention’d  I found  my  family 
and  friends  in  good  health.  Gelin  was  upon  a better  foot 
than  ever  with  my  wife,  that  is,  he  continued  to  poifon 
her  by  his  wicked  inlinuations.  He  did  not  fail  to  make 
her  take  notice,  that  tho’  I had  been  abfent  fome  months: 
I yet  was  as  fond  of  Mrs.  LaUin  as  ever.  In  cafe  I had  not 
the  ftrongeft  proofs  by  me,  and  which  I ffiall  mention 
hereafter,  of  my  wife’s  virtue;  it  would  feem  incredi- 
ble when  I aflure  my  readers,  that  tho’  Ihe  had  a very 
great  affeftion  for  Gelin,  and  made  him  the  confident  ol 
all  her  woes,  he  yet  was  never  able  to  feduce  her.  Thii 
vile  wretch  had  gain’d  fo  great  an  afeendant  over  her. 
that  (he  never  undertook  any  thing  without  confulting 
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him  firft.  All  that  now  remain’d,  was  to  difclofe  his 
paflion  to  her  5 and  this  he  did  in  To  artful  a manner,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  her  to  be  offended.  Neverthelefs, 
as  the  reception  his  declaration  met  with  from  her, 
check’d  his  boldnefs  in  fuch  a manner  that  he  did  not 
dare  to  repeat  it;  and  the  feverity  of  her  virtue  having 
made  him  defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  conquer  it,  he 
found  himfelf  reduc’d  to  his  firft  defign,  which  was,  to 
blow  up  the  fire  of  jealoufy  ftill  more  in  her  foul ; firmly 
perfuaded,  that  when  once  fhe  would  ccafe  to  efteem,  fhe 
would  ceafe  to  love  me ; and  that  ’twould  be  carter  for 
him  to  infinuate  himfelf  into  her  heart,  after  I was  ba- 
ni  fh’d  from  it.  He  affefted  therefore  not  to  have  a 
paflion  for  her,  but  feem  a difinterefted  friend.  My 
wife,  who  was  a woman  of  the  fweeteft  temper,  and 
who  never  had  that  kind  of  experience,  which  teaches 
the  fair  fex  to  miftruft  mankind  $ thought  fhe  might 
without  the  leaft  danger,  indulge  her  efteem  and  confi- 
dence to  a perfon  who  feem’d  fo  kind  to  her.  She 
moreover  had  heard  my  brother  very  often  applaud  the 
generofity  of  his  friend  Gelin,  and  had  feen  me  treat  him 
with  great  civility ; and  to  do  him  juftice,  he  pofi- 
fefs’d  all  the  qualities  which  form,  in  the  opinion  of 
; moil  people,  the  gentleman,  and  the  man  of  merit. 

1 Gods ! how  is  it  pofiible  for  me  to  fpeak  with  fo  much 
• temper,  of  a barbarous  wretch,  who  plung’d  me  in  mi- 
’ fery  and  defpair. 

; But  the  time  of  my  ruin  was  at  hand.  Don  Tedro,  be- 
1 ing  worn  out  with  old  age,  and  fenrtble  that  he  had  not 
’ long  to  live,  made  his  will,  by  which  he  bequeathed  to 
f-  me  all  his  portertions.  He  did  not  long  furvive  thisfick- 
1 nefs,  and  a violent  fever  carried  him  out  of  the  world. 

■ As  foon  as  we  had  difeover’d  our  gratitude,  by  burying 
’ him  in  a mod  magnificent  manner,  I now  refolv’d  to 
1 fell  the  eftatehe  had  left  me,  and  return  to  Europe.  I re- 
1 folv’d  to  fit  out  a fhip  at  my  own  expence,  purpofely  that 
" I might  regulate  our  courfe  as  I pleas’d.  The  poftelfions 
[which  now  devolv’d  upon  me  were  fo  confiderable,  that 
“ I conrtder’d  the  expence  of  a veflelbut  as  a trifle  ,•  and  as  I 
1S  was  refolv’d  to  fail  direftly  for  England  with  my  family, 
r»  my  friends  and  riches,  I therefore  did  not  think  it  altoge- 
5 flier  fafe  to  truft  myfelf  with  a SpmifJj  captain,  My 


100 


The  Life  of 

brother  had  fent  back  to  St.  Helena,  the  vefle!  which 
liad  brought  him  with  his  wife  and  Gelin.  I therefore 
purchas’d  one  which  was  built  a few  weeks  before  the 
governor  died,  and  gave  fuch  urgent  orders,  that  it  was 
equipp’d  with  all  poflible  difpatch.  But  as  we  were 
preparing  to  leave  Cuba,  1 heard  my  brother  exprefs  his 
Borrow,  at  his  being  oblig’d  to  leave  their  friend  Johnr 
fon  in  St.  Helena,  now  he  was  going  to  return  to  Eng- 
land. I lov’d  my  brother  Bridge  as  dearly  as  I did  my- 
felf,  when  I reproach’d  him  for  not  acquainting  me 
fooner,  that  he  fo  earneftly  defir’d  to  take  Johnfon  along 
with  us.  "You  fhould,  fays  I,  have  brought  him  with 
you,  when  you  came  hither  to  fettle  with  us.  Who- 
foever  you  love,  cannot  fail  of  being  dear  to  me. 
But  I have  thought,  fays  I,  of  a remedy  upon  this  oc- 
calion,  and  that  is,  by  going  round  by  St  .Helena.  ’Tis 
«ot  fuch  a vaft  way  about ; and  belides  the  fatisfadHon 
you  will  tafte  of  meeting  again  with  him  and  his  wife, 
you  will  likewife  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  the  delight- 
ful fpot  where  your  Angelica  was  born,  and  of  which 
you  have  related  fo  many  wonders.  My  brother  was 
overjoy’d  at  this  propofal,  a little  after  which  we  em- 
bark’d, and  fail’d  diredfly  for  St  .Helena. 

We  had  a very  profperous  voyage  ; however,  we 
•were  not  without  fears  during  our  courfe,  as  a war  had 
broke  out  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  Holmes , 
with  an  Englijl)  fquadron  of  Chips,  had  feiz/d  upon  the 
ifiands  of  Cape-Verd,  and  fome  forts  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea , belonging  to  the  Butch.  I had  heard  before 
my  leaving  the  Havana  that  the  States  of  Holland  had 
a little  before,  fent  admiral  Ruyter  with  a conhderable 
fleet  into  thofe  feas ; and  as  he  was  fo  exafperated  again  ft 
the  Englijh,  I confequently  fhould  be  expos’d  to  the 

freateft  danger,  in  cafe  I llrould  happen  to  fall  into  his 
ands.  Twas  not  indeed,  that  we  could  naturally  ex- 
pe£t  to  meet  with  him  ; but  ’tis  well  known  that  at 
fea,  a gale  of  wind  often  brings  Chips  together  in  a ve- 
ry little  time,  which  before  were  a great  number  of 
leagues  from  one  another.  This  made  me  put  out  Spa- 
nifh  colours,  and  defii  e all  the  Englijhmen  who  were  or 
board  us,  not  to  fpeak  a word  in  their  own  tongue,  ir, 
cafe  we  fhould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  in  with  Ruyter’ i 
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fleet.  Had  I not  made  ufe  of  this  ftratagem,  we  fhould 
have  infallibly  been  taken ; for  we  met  the  Dutch  admi- 
ral in  the  Ethiopic  fea,  and  our  prefervation  was  owing 
wholly,  to  the  artifice  above  mentioned. 

After  I had  fo  happily  efcap’d  this  danger,  I did  not 
expeCt,  as  every  thing  now  feem’d  to  confpire  tamake 
mehappy,  that  my  wife  and  a friend  would  prove  my 
ruin.  My  whole  life  had  been  a continual  feries  of  ill 
fortune,  and  I had  but  too  juftly  been  diftinguifh’d  by 
the  name  of  the  unhappy  man  ; but  then  I had  hither- 
to been  always  forewarn’d  of  the  impending  danger. 
Belides,  whenever  I had  loft  any  thing  that  was  dear  to 
me,  I ftill  had  always  fomething  left  that  was  ftill 
dearer  to  me,  and  which  was  able  to  confole  me  from 
this  reflection  ; viz,,  that  tho’  heaven  had  depriv’d  me 
ot  what  I had  a high  value  for,  it  had  yet  been  fo  gra- 
cious as  to  fpare  other  things,  the  lofs  of  which  would 
have  afflicted  me  infinitely  more.  But  on  this  occafion, 
fortune,  without  giving  me  the  leaft  warning,  without 
allowing  me  a moment’s  reflection  ; and  at  once,  with 
a Angle  turn  of  her  wheel,  throws  me  to  the  bottom, 
and  fixes  me  there,  without  the  leaft  hopes  of  ever  ri- 
flng  again.  The  fickle  goddefs  deprives  me  of  every 
hope,  and  denies  me  every  confolation;  in  a word,  fhe 
reduces  me  to  the  wretched  condition  which  1 am  now 
going  to  deicribej  a ftate  which  the  reader  will  fcarce 
think  me  capable  of  falling  to. 

We  now  were  arrived  at  St.  Helena.  A Trench  fhip, 
which  had  been  in  India,  was  coming  into  the  harbour  at 
the  fame  time  with  us,  and  we  landed  at  the  fame  time. 
The  firft  news  my  brother  heard,  was,  that  his  friend 
Johnfon  and  his  wife  were  dead.  AsthisaffliCled  him  to  a 
very  great  degree,  I fpent  fomedays  in  comforting  him. 
We  had  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  fet  fail,  after  we  had 
vifited  the  fpot  which  the  colony  inhabited ; and  this  was 
an  eafy  matter  for  us  to  do,  becaufe,  as  the  Fortuguefe  had 
blown  up  fome  of  the  rocks  which  feparated  it  from  the 
reft  of  this  ifland,  the  way  to  it  by  land  was  open.  We 
now  thought  of  fetting  fail  again;  and  as  we  did  not  intend 
to  put  into  any  port  till  we  were  arriv’d  in  England.  I aflur'd 
Mrs.  Lallin,  and  Geiin,  who  was  a Trenchman.  in  the  moft 
polite  terms,  that  I was  overjoy’d,  when  I reflected,  that  it 
E 3 wou’d 
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wou’d  be  now  in  my  power  to  procure  them  a happy  afy- 

lum  in  the  place  of  my  birth Moft  fatal  fignalof  my 

ruin ; for  my  wife  had  made  an  oath  never  to  fet  her  foot 
in  England,  in  cafe  I fhou’d  convey  Mr s.Ltdlin  thither. 
Gelin’s  artifices  had  made  her  take  this  fatal  refolution ; and 
finding  it  wou’d  be  impofiible  for  her  to  do  this,  unlefs  (he 
Hole  away  with  him ; fheconfented  to  it,  when  fhe  knew 
certainly  that  I intended  to  take  her  rival  along  with  me. 
The  following  night  was  pitch’d  upon  for  her  elopement  j 
and  the  moil  horrid  circum fiance  of  all,  is,  that  my  wife 
Hole  out  of  bed,  where  fhe  was  lying  by  my  fide,  to 
Hy  with  a bafe  wretch,  who  perhaps  laugh  d at  her 
weaknefs  in  the  very  moment  that  he  carried  her  off  as  his 
-prey,  and  imagin’d  himfelf  upon  the  point  of  triumph- 
ing over  her  virtue  and  honour. 

This  abominable  incident  was  not  known  till  the  next 
day,  and  ’twas  even  very  late  before  it  was  confirm'd. 
The  French  veffel  was  gone,  and  neither  my  wife  or 
Gelin  were  to  be  found.  They  were  firft  fought  after 
very  carefully ; and  the  fhi&eff  enquiry  was  made  if 
any  perfon  had  feen  them  : But  after  this  had  been  done 
to  no  purpofe,  every  one  fuppos’d  what  had  really  hap- 
pen’d. Perhaps  I was  the  only  perfon  in  the  whole 
ifland  who  yet  had  not  heard  of  it.  I ask’d  a multitude  of 
times  where  my  wife  was.  So  long  as  it  was  not  known 
what  was  become  of  her,  all  the  anfwers  I receiv’d  gave 
me  great  uneafinefs;  and  after  every  one  knew  fhe  was 
fled,  they  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  conceal  that 
fad  circumftance  from  me.  Neverthelefs,  as  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  them  to  conceal  it  from  me  longer 
than  that  night,  my  brother  Bridge  refolved  to  acquaint 
me  with  it.  This  dear  brother,  who  lov’d  me  with  an 
excefs  of  tendernefs,  and  was  fo  much  afflidted,  that  he 
Hood  almoff  as  much  in  need  of  confolation  as  myfelf, 
was  in  great  perplexity  when  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  fpeak,  and  did  not  know  what  expreffions  to  employ 
on  this  occafion.  He  was  fenfible,  by  what  I had  affur’d 
him  a thoufand  times,  that  I lov’d  my  wife  to  diffrac- 
tion : He  knew  all  the  fecrets  of  my  heart,  which  I 
had  never  fcrupled  to  lay  open  to  him.  And,  indeed, 
all  my  paffions  were  abforb’d,  as  it  were,  in  this  * incef- 
iantly  attentive  to  the  Impulfes  of  my  heart,  and  to  re- 
gulate 
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gulate  its  inclinations ; the  only  liberty  I indulg’d  it  in. 
was,  the  being  tender,  and  devoting  itfelf  entirely  to  love. 
This  was  the  only  pleafurcof  my  life,  the  charm  of  every 
anxiety,  and  more  than  paid  forjthe  perpetual  conftraint,  in 
which  I kept  the  reft  of  my  defires.  Reafon,  duty,  the 
natural  propenfions  of  an  infinitely  tender  heart  ; in  ftiort 
every  thing  confpircd  to  make  loveeflential  to  my  happi- 
nefs.  And,  indeed,  I had  made  this  fo  habitual  to  me ; that 
in  like  manner  as  it  is  not  poftible  to  live  without  breath- 
ing, neither  could  I be  happy  without  loving,  and  being 
belov’d  by  my  wife.  This  my  brother  knew  but  too  well, 
and  confequently  was  but  too  fenfible,  that  the  news  he 
was  going  to  acquaint  me  with,  would  be  like  a thun- 
der-bolt. 

I was  alone  in  my  chamber,  with  a bock  in  my  hand. 
The  air  with  which  he  entred  made  me  fhudder,  as  it  at 
once  difeover’d  that  fomething  very  fatal  prey’d  upon 
his  fpirirs  : But  then  was  it  probable  that  1 fliould  guefs 
the  caufe  of  it  ? I at  firft  imagin’d  he  was  taken  fud- 
denly  ill;  or  fancy’d  that  fomething  he  had  heard,  gave 
him  a deadly  pain.  However,  he  did  not  leave  me  long 
in  doubt,  I rofe  up,  but  he  bid  me  fit  ftill.  He  then 
feated  himfelf  down  by  me.  Obferving  that  he  chang’d 
countenance,  and  faulter’d  in  his  fpeech,  I was  ftruck 
dumb,  and  had  only  the  power  to  keep  my  eyes  fix’d 
upon  him.  Unhappy  brother!  fays  he,  in  what  man- 
ner ftiall  I prepare  you  to  hear  the  moft  deadly  news  ? 
Does  not  your  heart  already  bleed?  Ill-fated  Cleveland ! 
don’t  you  partly  guefs,  what  I have  not  the  power  to 
relate?  Thefe  few  words, utter’d  with  a moft  pafiionate 
tone  of  voice,  feiz’d  me  with  horror.  Notwithftanding 
the  crowd  of  dreadful  ideas  which  prelented  themfelves 
on  a fudden  to  my  mind ; methought  I kne  v but  too  well 
what  he  was  going  to  tell  me.  My  wife,  fays  I,  with 
a moft  forrowrul  voice,  my  wife  is  dead  ! No,  fays  he,  in- 
terrupting me,  what  I am  now  to  inform  you  of  is  more 
terrible  than  her  death—  Alas'  fays  end  what  you 
have  to  fay,  and  kill  me  at  once.  This,  reply’d  he, 
melting  almoft  into  tears,  is  the  very  thing  I was  afraid 
of.  Too  unhappy  Cleveland  / I know  what  lam  now 
going  to  fay  will  pierce  your  heart ; but  1 cannot  either 
difguife  or  conceal  your  misfortune.  But,  dear  bro- 
£ 4 ther, 
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ther,  added  he,  embracing  me,  you  are  inform’d  with 
a fpirit  of  refolution  and  conftancy;  receive  the  fatal 
news  which  I am  now  going  to  relate  with  the  fame 
intrepidity  you’ve  heard  others  of  a baleful  nature.  Con- 
iider  that  neither  you  nor  myfelf  were  form’d  for  hap- 
pinefs : and  that  as  heaven  allotted  us  both  to  be  mifer- 
able,  our  deftiny  muft  be  fulfill’d.  I then  endeavoured 
to  infpire  myfelf  with  fome  refolution,  and  cried,  well, 
tell  me  all  you  have  to  fay  j don’t  conceal  a Angle  cir- 
cumftance  ! I am  ready  to  hear  any  thing.  In  cafe  my 
Fanny  is  not  dead,  I believe  I have  ftrength  of  mind 
iufficient  to  bear  up  againft  any  other  fhock. 

After  wifhing  that  I might  be  fo,  and  faying  he  be- 
liev’d I would  not  look  upon  my  wife’s  death  as  the 
greateft  evil  that  could  befal  me  ; he  thereupon  gave  me 
•an  account  of  her  being  fled  away  with  Geliny  and  the 
feveral  circumftances  he  could  difeover  of  it.  They, 
fays  he,  ftole  away  in  the  dead  of  night,  with  no 
other  attendants  than  Gelin’s  valet  de  chambre  ^and  a 
waiting  woman.  They  took  very  little  wearing  appa- 
rel with  them,  but  provided  themfelves  with  a very 
confiderable  fum  of  money.  Gelin  undoubtedly  found 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  be  receiv’d  on  board ; and  in  all  pro- 
bality  had  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  French  captain’s 
friendfhip,  during  the  time  of  his  being  in  the  harbour. 
They  had  let  fail  before  day  j a circumftance  which  plain- 
ly fhew’d  there  was  fome  underftanding  between  them. 
My  brother,  after  faying  thefe  words,  vented  a thoufand 
imprecations  againft  Gelin ; and,  whether  it  were  to  footh 
my  grief,  by  difeovering  how  deeply  he  himfelf  was  af- 
fected, orthathis  good  nature  made  him  be  really  as  much 
concern’d  as  he  feem’d  to  be,  he  fhew’d,  by  a thoufand  cir- 
cumftances that  he  was  inconfolable. 

As  for  me,  who  thought  I was  now  as  wretched  as  it 
was  poftible  for  me  to  be,  I yet  bore  up  for  fome  moments 
againft  the  attacks  of  the  moft  cruel  defpair.  1 even 
ftruggled  with  myfelf,  tho’  this  put  me  to  incredible  tor- 
ture, to  aflume  the  air  of  conftancy  and  refolution  which 
I had  fo  much  boafted  to  my  brother.  ’Tis  plain,  fays  I, 
with  a faint  tone  of  voice,  that  I am  the  moft  unhappy 
man  breathing.  I am  fo,  even  beyond  my  fears  and  my 
imagination.  What  I now  hear  is  undoubtedly  more  fad 
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and  grievous  than  my  wife's  death,  and  a thou/and  times 
moreinfupportable  than  my  own  cou’d  be.  Ifuppofe,fay* 
I,  endeavouring  to  put  on  a refolute  countenance,  that  you 
are  fure  what  you  have  told  me  is  fuX  ? He  anfwei ’d,  that 
I ought  to  believe  that  ’twas  but  too  true,  fince  he  thought 
it  impoflible  to  conceal  it  from  me,  and  neceftary  to  reveal 
it.  He  added  to  this  confirmation,  fome  reflexions  with 
regard  to  thecourfe  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  for  us 
to  take  3 fuch  as  to  embark  forthwith,  and  to  fail  after 
the  French  veflel,  which,  fays  he,  we  may  be  fo  fortunate 
as  to  come  up  with.  I had  ftrength  of  mind  enough  to 
liflen  to  him,  and  to  anfwer  to  what  he  propos’d.  But: 
tho’  my  foul  had  ftill  fo  much  command  over  itfelf  as  to 
conftrain  itfelf  to  fuch  a degree,  it  yet  had  not  the  afeen- 
dant  over  my  fenfes,  to  bear  me  up  any  longer  again/!: 
grief  and  affiiXion.  Thecruel  emotions  which  tortur’d 
my  heart,  communicated  themfelves  in  an  inflant  to  my 
brain  3 1 was  fenfible  that  my  rational  faculties  were  cloud- 
ed on  a fudden  3 I put  out  my  hands  towards  my  brother, 
as  tho’  the  ground  was  ftealing  away  from  under  me,  and 
that  I endeavoured  to  catch  hold  of  fomething.  O bro- 
ther 1 fays  I,  I am  a dead  caan. — And  indeed  I fell  in 
fwoon. 

He  immediately  call’d  for  afliftance,  and  endeavours 
were  made  a confidcrable  time  to  revive  me,  buttono* 
purpoie.  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  After  did  all  that  lay  in  their 
power,  when  at  laft  I recover’d  3 but  then  my  fpii  its  were- 
fo  prodigioufly  exhaufted,  that  ’twas an  hour  beforel  was- 
able  to  fpeak  a word,  and  to  inform  them  that  I was  bet- 
ter. My  eyes  were  ftill  fhut,  and  I was  leaning  againft  the 
back  of  my  chair.  1 breath’d  very  fhort.  1 heard  every' 
thing  that  was  fpoke,  but  I neither  found  myfelf'  either 
able  or  willing  to  utter  a fyllable.  Let  thereader  figure  to? 
himfelf  a viXim  ftretch’d  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  after 
having  receiv’d  hisdeath’s  wound':  This  was  exaXly  my 
cafe  3 having  no  other  motion  but  a violent  palpita- 
tion, which  communicated  itfelf  from  my  heartto  every 
part  of  my  body,  and  caus’d  a viftble  tremor  in  all  my 
limbs. 

However,  being  at  laft  recover’d  by  the  pains  that  was: 
taken,  I embrac’d  all  thofe  who  had  been  fo  aXive  in  my 
recovery.  LfaicLta  them,  alas  1 your  friendlhip  has  not; 
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done  me  a good  office,  in  thus  recalling  me  to  life:  You 
are  not  infenfiblehow  burthenfome  it  is  to  me  : You  faw 
that  nature  fpake  plain  by  my  fainting  away  fo  long  a 
time.  Why  did  you  revive  her  ? Is  it  not  manifeft  that  fhe 
is  too  weak  to  bear  up  any  longer  againft  a calamity,  fince 
the  fir  ft  fhock  of  it  deje&ed  her  in  fuch  a manner  — 
My  friends  anfwer’d,  that  they  were  fure  my  courage 
would  fupport  me.  I took  this  opportunity  to  beg  them 
to  leave  me  alone : I befeech  you,  fays  I,  to  go  away  for 
fome  time,  in  order  that  I may  endeavour  to  call  up  my 
fpirits.  Altho’ 1 had  not  fo  completely  conceal’d  my  def- 
pair,  but  they  manifeftly  faw  I was  ftrongly  affe&ed; 
they  yet  believ’d  me,  when  I affurkl  them,  that  I would 
not  attempt  any  thing  againft  my  own  life : and  thereupon 
they  were  prevail’d  upon  to  leave  the  room.  My  bro- 
ther ask’d  me,  whether  I did  not  think  it  proper  to  go  im- 
mediately on  board  a ihip  and  purfue  Gelin  ; when  I told 
him  would  do  whatever  he  thought  proper,  and  relied 
wholly  on  his  prudence  and  affection.  Accordingly  he 
prepar’d  every  thing  for  our  embarking  with  fo 
much  difpatch,  that  we  were  enabled  to  fet  fail  the  next 
day. 

The  reader  will  fuppofe,  that  I did  not  abandon  myfelf 
wholly  to  his  conduct  meerly  out  of  indifference : On  the 
contrary  my  brain  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion ; and  ’twas 
this  very  reafon  that  prompted  me  to  leave  the  care  of  e- 
very  thing  to  him,  whom  I knew  to  be  a man  of  the  ut- 
moft  prudence,  and  intirely  devoted  to  my  intereft.  I 
will  confefs,  that  I was  then  wholly  incapable  of  form- 
ing any  refolution  j and  fo  great  was  the  hurry  of  my  fpi- 
rits, that  I could  not  difcover  which  were  the  impulfes 
that  had  the  greateft  afcendant  over  my  foul.  I wasiaca- 
pable,  after  refledfing  two  hours  alone,  to  anfwer  myfelf 
diredf  ly,  when  I enquir’d  of  my  own  mind,  whether  I 
lov’d  or  hated  my  wife;  whether  I wifh’d  ’twere  more 
in  my  power  to  force  her  away  from  Gelin ; or  whether 
it  were  not  better  for  my  own  honour  and  even  my  re- 
pofe,  to  abandon  them  both  to  thejuftice  of  heaven,  and 
their  ill-fate.  I had  notftrengthof  mind  fufficient  to  pur- 
fue this  enquiry  for  a minute  together.  I cou’d  not  employ 
half  that  fhort  fpace  in  reprefenting  my  wife  voluntarily 
refolv’d  to  abandon  her  husband  and  her  children  j leaving 

my 
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my  bed  to  follow  an  adulterous  wretch,  who,  perhaps,  all 
the  time  I was  fpeaking,  held  her  in  his  arms.  Gods  1 my 
brain  turn’d  at  the  very  thoughts  of  it ; and  not  finding 
myfelf  able  to  bear  the  prefence  of  that  idea  even  for  a mo- 
ment, I diverted  my  attention  from  it,  in  order  to  be- 
wail my  ill  fate;  without  almoft  fo  much  as  daring  to 
turn  my  thoughts  to  that  weak,  that  wicked  creature. 

This  ftate  of  mind,  which  I here  give  an  account  of 
in  few  words,  was  a long  time  habitual  to  me.  The  weight 
of  my  misfortunes  was  confin’d,  as  it  were,  at  the  bottom 
of  my  heart.  My  courage  employ’d  itfelf  lefs  in  heal- 
ing my  ftruggles,  or  diminifhing  it  by  my  reflections ; 
than  in  deluding  and  impofingupon  my  fancy,  in  order  to 
remove  it  from  my  fight.  My  foul  flatted  back  at  this 
objeCt,  as  my  hand  would  have  done,  had  I laid  it  un- 
guardedly on  a hot  iron.  Never thelefs,  every  rhing  con- 
tributed to  bring  me  back  to  it ; my  children,  who  were 
continually  before  my  eyes ; my  fitter- in-law,  who  was 
for  ever  bewailing  the  fhame  to  which  her  friend  had 
brought  herfelf,  and  who  repeated  Gelin’s  name  a thou- 
fand  times  with  the  utmofl  deteftation ; and  even  Mrs. 
Lallin,  who  increas’d  my  tortures,  and  awak’d  them  every  ' 
inftant,  by  the  very  expreffions  (he  employ’d  to  confide 
me.  As  for  my  brother  Bridge , who  was  the  only  per- 
fon  to  whom  1 was  willing  to  difeover  all  my  weaknefs, 
he  would  have  contributed  more  to  my  cure  than  any  o-  - 
ther  perfon,  had  I been  capable  of  taking  remedies.  In 
the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  this  dear  brother,  in  his  fweet 
temper,  his  tender  and  fincere  affe&ion,  I fhould  have 
found  the  raoft  (olid  confolation.  But  fo  far  from  reap- 
ing the  fruits  which  I had  reafon  to  believe  his  friend fhip 
would  one  day  produce,  fuch  was  the  cruelty  of  my  fate, 
that  he  himfelf  prov’d  the  cataftrophe  of  my  fufiferings  in 
America.  The  reader  will  fee  by  his  example,  whether 
virtue  may  expeCt  to  be  rewarded  in  this  world  ; and,  by 
mine,  that  the  progrefs  of  ill  fortune  maybe  infinite, 
fincc  a man  maybe  ftill  more  unhappy,  after  he  had  be- 
liev’d himfelf  infinitely  fo. 

Tho’  we  had  embark’d  in  fomuch  hafte  at  St  .Helena,' 
yet  the  winds  were  fo  contrary,  that  we  did  not  advance 
very  far  in  our  courfe.  My  brother  was  vex’d  to  the  loul 
at  this,  as  it  depriv’d  us  of  all  hopes  of  our  being  able  to 

come  • 
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come  up  with  the  French  veffel  we  were  in  purfuit  of.  As  ( 
for  myfelf,  whofe  ideas  were  always  fo  wavering  and  j 
uncertain,  that  I did  not  know  what  to  fear  or  defire,  1 j 
was  employ’d  much  lefs  in  reflexion,  than  in  groaning  in-  t 
ternally.  ’Twas  three  months  before  we  got  to  thecoafl  1 
of  Spain,  lhad  taken  i'omeSpanifh  gentlemen  of  diflindli-  ( 
on  on  board  my  veffel  at  the  Havana,  and  promis’d  to  land 
them  at  Corunna.  My  brother  did  not  forget  to  bid  the  pi- 
lot fleer  for  that  place,  where  we  arriv’d  very  happily ; but 
as  we  did  not  intend  to  flop  there,  we  did  not  go  into  the 
harbour.  Bridge  made  us  cafl  anchor  at  fome  diflance,  and 
going  into  the  long-boat  with  the  Spaniards  and  three 
Englijhmen,  they  got  afhore  in  a very  little  time.  He  was 
prompted  to  this  merely  out  of  curiofity,  and  he  had  in- 
treated  me  over  and  over  to  land  with  them,  in  order  to 
divert  me  5 but  as  neither  this  nor  any  thing  elfe  was  ca- 
pable offoothing  my  Uneafinefs,  I begg’dhim  not  to  in- 
fill upon  my  going.  Alas ! I refus’d  him  ; my  defign  was  to 
fly  from  a pleafure  I was  incapable  of  tailing  ; and  heaven* 
who  was  refolv’d  to  pour  all  its  wrath  upon  me  before  my 
return  to  Europe , took  this  opportunity  to  complete  my 
-ruin. 

My  unhappy  brother  therefore  put  into  the  harbour  of 
Corunna.  He  himfelf  foon  inform’d  me  of  the  parti- 
culars lam  going  to  relate.  After  being  got  afhore,  he 
took  leave  of  the  Spanijh  gentlemen,  who  defign’d  to 
ride  pofl  to  Madrid,  and  as  after  this,  he  intended  only 
but  to  take  a view  of  the  city,  he  fpent  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  day  in  rambling  up  and  down,  intending  to  return 
on  board  in  the  evening.  He  was  even  returning  back  to 
the  harbour,  in  order  to  go  into  the  boat,  when  he  found 
himfelf  pull’d  by  the  arm,  and  turning  about  who 
ihou’dthisbe  but  Gelin.  How  prodigious  was  his  fur- 
prize  ! Scarce  cou'd  he  believe  his  eyes ; and  fo  great  was 
his  confufion,  that  he  was  flruck  dumb.  Neverthelefs, 
the  villain  threw  himfelf  about  his  neck,  embrac’d  him 
with  the  utmofl  tendernefs,  and  feeming  overjoy’d  at 
meeting  him,  he  declar’d  that  having  perceiv’d  him  at  a 
little  diflance  from  the  port,  he  could  not  forbear  running 
up,  to  allure  him  that  he  lov’d  him  as  dearly  as  he  didhim- 
felf,  and  valued  him  more  than  any  other  friend.  Thy 
friend  1 fays  my  brother  Bridge,  who  was  no  fooner  re- 
cover’d 
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cover’d  from  his  furprize,  when  he  was  fir’d  with  inex:- 
preflible  rage  and  indignation:  Traiterous  villain!  Is  it 
not  thou  who  haft  difhonour’d  my  brother,  and  violated 
the  moft  holy  laws  of  honour  and  friendfhip  ? With 
what  face  doft  thou  prefume  to  appear  before  me,  and  how 
doft  thou  think  to  efcape  the  puniftiment  due  to  thy 
crimes  ? Altho’  Gelin  could  not  naturally  expeCt  a more 
favourable  reception,  he  neverthelefs  feem’d  confus’d,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  fay.  A perfon  fhould  be  thorough- 
ly acquainted  with  his  genius  and  character,  otherwifehe 
could  not  fo  well  account  for  the  moft  odd  circumftanccs 
in  this  adventure.  It  rauft  be  own’d  that  this  wretch  had  a 
thoufand  good  qualities.  He  was  a man  of  fenfe,  was 
generous  and  tender-hearted ; fo  that  nothing  but  a moft 
violent  paflion,  could  have  made  him  guilty  of  fuch  bafe 
actions ; however  as  his  vivacity  and  fire  would  not  allow 
him  time  for  reflection;  he  had  banifh’d  every  thing 
from  his  mind,  which  did  not  tend  to  promote  his  pafli- 
on.  How  defperate  foever  his  fondnefs  for  my  wife 
might  be,  and  tho’he  could  not  but  be  fenfible  that  he 
was  guilty  of  the  higheft  crime : As  he  yet  had  fo  great  an 
aftedtion  for  my  brother,  he  could  not  forbear  running  to 
and  embracing  him.  Poflibly  his  heedlefsnefs  prevented 
his  confidering  that  he  might  juftly  dread  his  rage;  and 
could  no  longer  cxpeCt  to  be  treated  by  him  in  a friendly 
manner.  Be  this  as  it  will,  he  difeover’d  more  grief  than 
refentment;  and  melting  into  tears,  he  begg’d  to  fpeak 
with  him  a moment  in  private. 

My  brother  confider’d  at  firft  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  get  him  feiz’d.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  was  fo 
tender-hearted  and  compaflionate,  that  he  could  not  fee 
him  weep,  without  being  a little  affeCted  at  it,  and  feel- 
ing fome  returns  of  their  former  friendfhip;  he  con- 
fented  to  hear  him.  Bridge  imagin’d,  that  his  tears,  and 
even  his  boldnefs  in  prefuming  to  approach  him,  might 
perhaps  be  the  effeCts  of  his  repentance ; when  with- 
drawing with  him  to  a place  upon  the  fand,  where  no 
one  could  hear  them  ; they  began  a difeourfe,  of  which 
the  reader  might  form  a judgment  from  the  conclufion, 
tho*  I were  not  to  repeat  the  beginning  of  it.  Gelm 
confefs’d  at  once  that  he  was  guilty ; but  imputing  his 
crime  to  the  violence  of  an  unlimited  Paflion,  he  endea- 
vour'd 
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vour’d  to  excite  my  brother’s  pity,  and  to  perfuade  him 
that  he  did  not  deferve  his  hatred.  Says  Bridge,  in  what 
light  ought  I to  confider  you,  fince  you  have  betray’d 
my  friendfhip  and  the  confidence  I repos’d  in  youj 
when  you  bring  my  family  to  frame,  and  ftab  a bro- 
ther to  the  heart,  whom  I love  as  I do  my  foul. 
Perfidious  Gelin ! What  had  we  done  to  you  ? Did  not  I 
always  treat  you  as  the  deareft  friend  I have  in  the  world  ? 
Did  not  my  unhappy  brother  believe  you  to  be  fo?  and 
did  not  he,  at  my  defire,  ufe  you  in  fo  kind,  fo  tender 
a manner  as  deferv’d  the  higheft  returns  of  gratitude  from 
you?  Did  he  not  offer  youhishoufe,  and  part  of  hispof- 
feffions?  Could  he  poffibly  have  been  kinder,  tho’  you 
had  been  his  brother  ? And  what  returns  have  you  made  ? 
You  have  rewarded  him  with  infamy!  You  afiaffinate 
him  in  the  moft  cruel  manner,  by  forcing  away  from  him 
what  he  held  moft  dear!  Tell  me  after  this  if  you  merit 
my  companion,  and  whether  you  don’t  deferve  my  ha- 
tred } I,  who  ought  to  deteft  you  more  than  Cleveland! 
For  does  not  all  your  villainy  reflect  upon  me?  Did  not 
I introduce  you  into  his  houfe  ? Did  not  he  indulge  you 
his  friendfhip  and  confidence  merely  upon  my  account? 
At  the  fame  time  that  1 here  reproach  you  with  our  com- 
mon calamities,  has  not  he  a right  to  reproach  you,  in 
particular,  with  his  own  ? But  what  have  you  done  with 
his  wife,  continued  Bridge ? Did  you  make  hafte  to 
complete  our  frame  and  infamy  $ Were  not  your  infa- 
mous defires  foon  indulg’d  ? She,  no  doubt,  has  confpir’d 
with  you  to  bring  us  to  difronour ; and  you  have  undoubt- 
edly repeated  your  guilt  feveral  times. 

Notwithftanding  Gelin  perfifted  fo  obftinately  in  his 
guilt,  I yet  was  inform’d  by  my  brother  that  thefe  re- 
proaches had  ftruck  him  to  the  heart  5 fo  that  he  made  a 
very  confus’d  apology.  However,  being  again  urg’d,  and 
undoubtedly  with  too  much  warmth, to  tell  the  place  whi- 
ther he  had  carried  my  wife,  and  if  he  us’d  her  kindly} 
he  anfwer’d  in  a very  haughty  tone,  that  fre  was  fafe, 
and  that  he  would  always  ufe  her  much  better  than  I had 
done.  Thefe  laft  words  ftung  my  brother  to  the  quick. 
How  perfidious  wretch ' doft  thou  pretend  to  keep  her  ? 
I frail  do  fo,  fays  he,  as  long  as  fre  will  be  fatisfied  with 
my  fervices,  and  frail ftand  in  need  of  my  affiftance.  Per- 
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haps  my  brother  was  in  the  wrong,  nottoask  him  what 
he  meant  by  thefe  laft  expreflions.  Altho’  I did  not  un- 
derhand the  meaning  of  them  better  than  he  did  when  he 
related  them;  I yet  found  a long  time  afterwards,  that 
with  a very  little  explanation,  they  perhaps  wou’d  have 
let  me  into  that  fatal  my  fiery  : And  altho’  this  would  not 
have  leffen’d  my  calamity,  it  yet  would  have  enabled  me 
to  fupport  it  with  greater  courage : Perhaps  Gelin  had  -To 
much  friend fhip  left  for  my  brother,  that  he  would  not 
only  have  told  him  where  he  had  carried  my  wife,  but 
even  the  reafonsof  her  elopement,  and  fuch  circumflan- 
ces  as  might  have  leffen’d  the  infamy  of  it.  ’Tis  very 
probable,  that  had  my  brother  kept  his  temper  a little 
more,  he  would  have  avoided  the  danger  that  threatned 
him.  But  he  was  hurried  away  by  his  own  and  my  evil 
genius;  and  he,  tho’  a man  of  the  utmoft  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  gave  too  great  a loofe  to  his  refentment,  to  fee 

himfelf  bafely  us’d  by  a perfidious  friend, What’s 

that  you  fay,  fays  my  brother  ? fo  long  as  fhe  may  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  your  fervices  ? I fee  you  are  fo  far  from  giv- 
ing fome  tokens  of  repentance,  as  I imagin’d  you  wou’d, 
that  you  heighten  your  ingratitude  with  raillery,  and 
your  treachery  with  thebafefl  infults  — Gol  we’ll  take 
a proper  courfe  with  you,  and  bring  you  to  the  punifh- 
ment  you  deferve  — Saying  thefe  words,  which  he  ut- 
ter’d in  a moft  violent  pafiion,  he  endeavour’d  to  feize 
him  by  the  threat,  in  order  to  drag  him  to  the  fhip,  and 
there  confult  with  me,  what  it  would  be  proper  to  do 
with  him. 

Gelin  was  very  ftrong,  fo  that  after  flruggling  a little, 
he  got  loofe,  and  took  to  his  heels.  However,  feeing 
himfelf  clofely  purfued,  and  finding  he  fhould  be  forc’d  to 
run  by  the  long  boat,  when  it  would  be  impofllble  for 
him  to  efcape  from  our  Engli  fomen,  who  already  were 
running  to  lay  hold  of  him  ; he  refolv’d  to  flick  at  no- 
thing that  might  favour  his  liberty.  Accordingly  he  drew 
his  fword,  and  turning  about  upon  my  brother,  he  ran 
upon  him  with  fo  much  fury,  that  tho’  he  had  time 
enough  to  draw  his,  and  to  Band  in  apoflure  of  defence, 
he  yet  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  receive  a thruft  quite  through 
his  body.  Upon  this  poor  Bridge  fell,  and  when  Gelin 
drew  his  fword  out  of  his  friend’s  body,  he  faw  it  fol- 
low’d 
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low’d  by  a torrent  of  blood.  This  fight  (truck  him  to  the 
heart;  when  forgetting  that  his  own  life  was  in  danger, 
he  threw  himfelf  upon  the  ground  by  him,  and  embrac’d 
him  a thoufand  times. 

Whiltt  he  held  him  in  his  arms,  and  was  begging  his 
forgivenefs,  and  venting  the  moft  lamentable  cries ; the 
three  Englifhmen  who  had  redoubled  their  fpeed  at  feeing 
the  fwords  drawn,  were  almoft  come  up  to  the  place 
where  their  matter  lay  weltering  in  his  gore.  In  their 
fury  they  did  notdittinguifh  whether  it  was  love  or  hatred, 
which  had  prompted  Gelin  to  cleave  in  this  manner  to 
my  brother’s  body ; and  thereupon  they  inftantly  thruft 
their  fwords  into  Gelin,  who,  neverthelefs  did  not  offer 
to  make  the  leaft  defence.  My  brother  was  not  quite 
dead,  but  then  he  had  quite  loft  his  fenfes.  They  then 
confulted  what  was  to  be  done.  As  they  did  not  know 
what  treatment  they  might  meet  with  from  the  Spa- 
niards, in  cafe  they  fhould  be  found  (landing  over  the  two- 
bodies,  which  now  feem’d  to  be  quite  motionlefs  ,* 
they  concluded,  that  the  fafeft  way  would  be  to  carry  off 
their  matter’s  body,  and  to  get  on  board  as  faft  as  poflible. 
Accordingly  they  brought  the  long  boat  to  that  part  of  the 
fhore  neareft  which  this  bloody  fcene  had  happen’d ; and 
getting  into  her,  they  got  on  board  before  it  was  quite 
dark. 

So  fatafan  accident  as  this,  was  foon  known  all  over  the 
fhip.As  my  brother  was  univerfallybelov’djiis  death  which 
was  now  thought  but  too  certain, drew  tears  from  the  moft 
hard-hearted.  Altho’  I had  hitherto  taken  but  very  little 
notice  of  whatever  was  doing  in  the  veffel ; I yet  was  ve- 
ry much  furpriz’d  to  hear  fo  unufual  anoife.  I was  afraid 
that  during  my  brother’s abfence,  who  adled  as  my  lieu^- 
tenant,  fome  difturbance  had  broke  out  among  the  faH- 
ors;  and  thereupon  I fen t for  a fervant  who  always 
waited  in  my  cabbin,  to  enquire  wha':  was  the  matter. 
The  noife  was  now  over,  but  my  fervant  did  not  return ; 
for  he  was  kept  back,  in  order  that  he  might  notcarry  the 
fad  news  into  my  cabbin,  where  myfelf  my  brother’s 
wife  and  her  daughter  were.  By  this  means  they  did  my 
fitter  and  her  daughter  a confiderable  piece  of  fervice,  as 
it  prevented  their  being  feiz’d  with  the  deepeft  affliction  ; 
and  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  being  prepar’d  for  it. 
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But  with  regard  to  myfelf,  who  was  always  accuftom’d 
to  judge  of  an  incident  upon  the  leaft  notices  of  it ; ’twas 
of  very  little  fignification,  how  and  in  what  manner,  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  molt  tragical  accident.  In 
the  condition  I was,  nothing  could  fhock  me  fo  much  as 
the  news  of  my  brother’s  death.  PolTibly  I might  not 
have  form’d  the  lame  judgment  before  it  happen’d  ; but 
then  I could  not  think  it  was  fo  near  at  hand  : and  whol- 
ly employ’d,  as  I then  was,  with  the  thoughts  of  my 
wife’s  infidelity,  nothing  more  terrible  prefented  itfelf  to 
my  fancy,  than  the  prefent  obje&  of  my  pangs. 

I expected  the  return  of  my  fervant,  or  rather  my  un- 
eafinefs  and  curiofity  had  ended  with  the  noife,  when 
the  fellow  I had  fent  out,  return’d,  andwhifper’d  me  in 
the  ear  to  come  out  a moment.  I found  one  of  the  three 
'Englijhmen  who  had  gone  afhore  with  my  brother  atCo- 
runnety  waiting  for  me  without.  He  then  inform’d  me 
in  few  words,  that  his  mailer  was  dying  or  dead;  but 
that  having  fell  with  the  wound  he  receiv’d,  he  and  his 
comrades  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  bring  him  aboard  $ 
and  that  they  had  taken  care,  before  he  brought  me  this 
melancholy  news,  to  get  his  wound  drefl.  He  added, 
that  they  would  have  acquainted  me  fooner  with  it,  had 
they  not  been  afraid  of  alarming  me  too  much ; and  that 
they  had  thought  it  proper  to  inform  me  ot  it  before  my 
lifter;  in  order  that  I Ihouldput  ’em  in  a way,  how  to 
acquaint  her  v/ithfo  lamentable  a ftory.  I applauded  his 
prudence  and  diferetion,  and  immediately  bid  him  fhow 
me  the  cabbin  where  my  brother  lay ; and  at  the  lame 
time  order’d  that  they  fhould  not  acquaint  the  two  ladies 
with  any  thing  till  my  return.  Altho’  I could  not  but 
be  troubled  as  I was  following  the  Englifhmcm ; I yet 
was  fo  far  from  thinking  my  brother  was  in  the  lament- 
able condition  in  which  I found  him,  that  I thought  he 
was  only  hurt  by  a fall  or  fomething  of  that  nature. 
Neverthelefs,  the  mournful  air,  and  the  deep  lilence  with 
which  he  held  out  his  hand  to  me,  the  moment  I ap- 
pear’d, fill’d  me  with  the  deepeft  uneafinefs.  I then 
went  up  to  embrace  him,  when  I found  him  pale,  weak, 
and  icarce  able  to  utter  a fyllable ; in  a word,  as  it  was  na- 
tural for  a man  to  be,  who  had  loft  fo  great  a quantity 
of  blood,  and  fainted  away  for  two  hours..  I ask’d 
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him  how  all  this  had  happen’d}  and  by  what  accident  he 
was  reduc’d  to  this  fatal  extremity  ? Tho’  he  had  fcarce 
ftrength  to  open  his  lips } neverthelefs  his  anfwer  made 
me  guefs  at  the  horror  which  awaited  me,  by  heightning 
my  prefent  pangs,  with  the  idea  of  the  frefh  tortures 
with  which  I was  threatned.  He  told  me  in  what  man- 
ner he  had  met  with  Gelin , the  difcourfe  he  had  with 
him,  and  the  little  benefit  he  reap’d  from  it  5 but  how  he 
thought  what  he  had  heard  did  but  too  much  confirm,  her 
infamy,  and  therefore  that  I ought  to  baniih  her  for  ever 
from  my  mind.  Hetold  me  in  what  manner  he  had  been 
ftabb’d,  and  how  Gelin  had  thrown  himfelf  upon  him  } 
but  whether  that  vile  wretch  was  dead  he  could  not  tell. 
After  having  fpoke  thefe  words,  he  continued  filent  for 
fome  time,  as  tho’  he  wanted  to  take  breath } and  look’d 
upon  me  with  an  eye,  expreflive  of  the  utmoft  grief  as 
well  as  weaknefs.  Such,  dear  brother,  fays  he,  is  the 
wretched  condition  of  us  both : but  I have  this  advantage 
over  you,  that  the  moment  is  at  hand  when  I (hall  be 
equally  infenfible  of  pleafure  or  pain ; a moment  in  which 
every  thing  is  made  equal  and  indifferent.  Neverthelefs, 
when  I contemplate,  added  he,  every  thing  that  now  oc- 
curs tome,  lean  hardly  believe  it  will  be  poffible  for  me 
to  be  fo  infenfible  after  death,  as  is  generally  believ’d. 
This  I was  thinking  upon  when  you  came  in.  ’Tis  a 
mortal  pain  to  me,  when  I confider  the  condition  I (hall 
now  leave  you  in  ; langui  filing,  oppreft  with  grief,  and 
depriv’d  of  the  confolation  you  was  always  fureof  meet- 
ing with  in  a brother,  who  lov’d  you  with  the  utmofi: 
tendernefs } I muft  alfo  leave  my  dear  wife  and  dear  child 
in  the  fame  fad  date.  Gracious  creator ! (hall  I be  at  reft 
in  thy  bofom,  after  having  paft  thro’  fuch  a feries  of 
misfortunes  ? 

Altho’  I faw  but  too  plainly,  that  his  death  was  at  hand, 
I yet  thought  proper  to  cheer  him  up,  and  to  feed  him 
with  the  hopes,  that  as  he  was  of  fo  good  a conftitution, 
he  very  probably  might  recover ; and  tho*  I myfelf  was 
in  the  deepeft  afHi&ion,  I yet  endeavour’d  to  affume  an 
undifturb’d  air,  in  order  to  encourage  him.  However 
theftruggles  I made  to  fupprefs  my  fighs  were  fo  violent, 
that  I felt  more  than  once  that  kind  of  horror  which  I 
fancy  the  foul  muft  be  ftruck  with,  at  the  inftant  of  its 
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reparation  from  the  body.  Ncverthelefs,  after  I had 
confider’d  a moment,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  I 
ftiould,  for  my  brother’s,  his  wife’s,  my  children  and 
my  own  fake,  preferve  a prefence  of  mind,  and  not  ap- 
pear difturb’d ; I by  that  means  found  ftrength  of  mind 
fufficienr,  to  fufpend  the  eflFe&s  of  the  ftrongeft  defpair. 
I wou’d  not  have  my  readers  imagine,  that  in  giving  this 
account  of  my  vigour  and  refolution,  1 am  prompted  to 
it  from  a fondnefs  of  that  empty  fhadow  call’d  fame; 
and  in  order  to  engage  the  efteem  of  thofe  who  perufe 
thefefheets.  Alas  1 If  I have  not  declar’d  it  enough,  I 
willagain  repeat  it,  that  I only  defire  their  compaflion. 

The  furgeon  of  the  fhip,  whom  I drew  afide,  and 
begg’d  to  tell  me  fincerely  what  he  thought  of  the  wound, 
declar’d  that  it  was  mortal ; and  that  he  was  furpriz’d  how 
it  waspofiible  for  him  to  furvive  it  fo  long.  His  intef- 
tines,  lays  he,  are  cut,  fo  that  he  now  lives  no  other- 
wife  than  by  a miracle.  Alas ! after  hearing  this,  I went 
up  again  to  my  unhappy  brother,  who  anticipated  what 
1 was  going  to  propofe,  by  defiring  very  earneftly  that 
his  wife  and  daughter  might  be  fent  for.  This  reque/t 
appear’d  fo  juft,  and  I was  fo  much  afraid  left  he  fhould  be 
depriv’d  of  the  confolation  of  embracing  them  for  the 
laft  time,  that  I left  him  inftantly , in  order  to  go  and  pre- 
pare m y fifter  for  this  fad  interview.  The  failors,  as  I 
pafs’d  by,  defir’d  we  might  fet  fail  that  night  j for  fear,  in 
cafe  we  (hould  ftay  till  next  morning,  of  being  feiz’d  by 
the  Spaniards.  Accordingly,  I agreed  to  weigh  anchor, 
which  being  done,  I ran  to  my  fifter,  and  told  her  that  it 
would  be  neceflary  for  her  to  arm  herfelf  with  courage, 
fince  flie  muft  now  fee  her  husband  in  a condition  fhe 
little  expected  to  find  him  in.  However,  this  fhort  ab- 
fence  bereav’d  me  of  the  fatisfa&ion  of  bidding  my  bro- 
ther a laft  adieu ; for  he  expir’d  before  I return’d  back  into 
his  cabbin,  that  is,  not  above  three  or  four  minutes  af- 
ter I had  left  it. 

How  ftrong  fioever  the  habit  might  be  which  I had  con- 
tradfed,  of  abftra&ing,  as  I have  already  obferv’d,  all  my 
misfortunes  from  their  circumftances,  in  order  to  confider 
them  merely  in  themfelves ; I muft  confefs  that  I was 
prodigioufly  affedted  with  this  hidden  turn  of  fate ; which 
feem’d  to  have  taken  me  but  for  an  inftant  from  my  bro- 
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ther,  purely  to  take  that  opportunity  of  fnatching  him  a-  fr 
way.  I fcarce  had  fpoke  twenty  words  to  him,  after  1 ,JS 
was  told  of  his  being  wounded.  A thoufand  tender  fenfa-  f, 
tions,  which  grief  and  fi  iendfhip  raised  confufedly  in  my 
heart,  were  pent  up,  as  it  were,  in  it,  and  cou’d  not  find  . 
a vent.  I had  putaconftraint  upon  myfelf  before  him. 
in  order  to  cheer  his  fpirits  ; and  I was  forced  to  commit 
a greater  violence  upon  myfelf,  in  order  to  encourage  my  ; 
After  the  more  by  my  example.  I was  coming  out  of 
the  cabbin  with  them,  when  I was  met  by  a fervant,  who 
told  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes  that  'twas  too  late  ; for  oh 
Sir,  fays  he,  my  mafter’sdead.  My  lifter  and  niece  hearc  , 
thefe  words;  but  it  wou'd  be  impoflible  to  defcribe  theii  ,, 
moan,  their  tears,  and  the  hafte  with  which  they  ran  for-  < 
wards.  However,  by  the  affiftance  of  fome  ot  the  fai-  : 
lors,  I brought  'em  back,  and  forc'd  'em  into  my  cabbia  , 
where  I left  them  with  Mrs.  Lallin,  and  their  women.  , 
whom  I begg'd  to  comfort  them  fo  well  as  they  could 
Having  faid  this,  I withdrew  to  a cabbin,  where  I deli- 
ver'd myfelf  up  to  that  kind  of  grief  which  is  the  mod 
deadly  poifon  of  the  foul,  beeaufe  'tis  wholly  pent  up,  anc 
by  that  means  intoxicates,  as  it  were,  all  the  faculties. 

Neverthelefs,  after  having  fpentfome  time  in  this  de* 
fponding  manner,  I cou’d  not  refufe  to  anfwer  fome  o! 
my  fervants,  who  came  running  into  the  cabbin,  and  de* 
fir'd  to  fpeak  to  me.  Bring  who  was  more  familial 
with  me  than  any  of  my  fervants,  told  me  with  dread  ir 
his  countenance,  that  the  failors  faw  a dreadful  fpe&acle 
at  fea,  and  that  it  would  be  proper  I fhould  take  a view  oi 
it.  Hearing  this  I got  upon  deck,  when  I found  it  very 
dark,  by  which  means  I difcover'd  but  more  plainly 
what  I was  brought  to  fee.  'Twas  a globe  of  fire  which 
feem’d  to  be  at  a pretty  diftance  off,  and  which  flam’d  af- 
terwards with  furprizing  activity . After  having  reflect-  ' 
ed  fome  time,  without  being  able  to  guefs  what  cou'c  I 
poflibly  feed  it,  in  the  midft  of  the  ocean  5 I at  laft  con« 
eluded  that  'twas  a fhip  on  fire,  and  confequently  thofe  oc 
board  her  muft  be  in  the  utmofi:  danger.  I immediately 
gave  orders  for  our  failing  up  to  her,  in  order  to  afiifi:  the 
unhappy  people  on  board  her.  I even  order’d  feveral 
guns  to  be  fir’d,  and  had  feveral  torches  lighted,  in  order 
to  give  them  notice  of  our  approach.  This  prov’d  oi 
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" fervicej  for  a moment  or  two  after  we  fawtwo  boats 
rowing  towards  us.  in  each  of  which  were  near  fifteen 
' or  ltxteen  perfons,  who  held  out  their  arms  to  us  j and 
! befought  us  in  the  moft  plaintive  manner,  to  take  them  on 
board  our  fhip,  which  I immediately  granted.  Being  got 
1 in,  they  told  us  their  whole  misfortune.  Their  fhip  in- 
; deed  was  burning,  and  they  narrowly  efcap’d  peri  filing 
J in  the  flames.  They  were  Frenchmen  who  had  been  in 
1 Martinico , and  were  returning  to  Nantz,  in  Brittany , 

J where  moft  of  them  were  born.  I gave  orders  that  they 
: fliould  be  treated  with  the  utmoft  humanity.  They  then 
| ask’d  me  whither  I was  bound;  aqueftion  I could  hardly 
anfwer  them.  We  were  now  not  far  from  thecoaft  of 
Spain.  Notwithftanding  my  deep  grief,  and  the  idea  of 
my  dead  brother  which  was  prefent  to  my  mind,  I yet 
could  not  but  think  of  my  wife’s  being  in  Corunna ; and 
that  I pofiibly  might  eafily  get  her  ieiz’d  at  that  place. 
The  perplexity  which  (he  plung’d  me  into  tortur’d  me 
inexpreflibly,  and  I was  fome  time  before  I knew  what 
refolution  to  take.  I blu fil’d  to  think  that  I fhould  have 
the  lead  love  for  her.  I figh’d,  and  call’d  upon  heaven 
to  be  witnefs  of  the  pangs  I felt;  but  then  I cou’d  not 
, refolve  with  myfelf  to  leave  a place  in  which  I had  great 
reafon  to  believe  file  was.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  laft 
words  which  ever  my  brother  fpoke,  prefented  them- 
felves  to  my  imagination  in  their  utmoft  force,  1 was  lo 
afham’d  when  I refle&ed  on  my  ownweaknefs,  that  I 
tool^a  refolution  at  once.  Let  us,  fays  I to  the  failors, 
croud  all  the  fail  we  can,  and  remove  from  this  unhappy 
coaft;  let  us  go  for  Nantz,,  ficce  humanity  obliges  me  to 
carry  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  thither,  as  I have  taken 
them  in.  That  isourcourfe  in  cafe  we  fail  for  England ; 
however,  ’tis  indifferent  to  me,  in  what  part  of  the  world 
I end  my  unhappy  life  - Altho’  I form’d  this  refolution 
when  my  fpirits  were  confus’d,  I yet  was  more  and  more 
confirm’d, in  it  afterwards. 

As  we  met  with  contrary  winds,  it  consequently  made 
the  voyage  entirely  tirefome ; and  as  for  my  own  part,  I 
was  fo  vaftly  de;  <fted,  that  1 was  even  incapable,  almoft, 
of  forming  the  leaft  reflexion.  Among  thofe  I had  taken 
into  my  fhip,  were  fome  French  gentlemen  of  merit, 
who  hearing  of  my  fufterings,  offer’d  me  their  company, 
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in  order  to  divert  my  melancholy  a little.  I thank’d  them 
and  defir 'd  they  would  indulge  that  favour  to  my  After 
This  they  did,  and  with  fo  much  politenefs  and  gooc 
fenfe,  that  their  endeavours  were  not  altogether  ineffec-j 
tual.  With  regard  to  my  own  felf,  who  was  equally  in- 
capable of  defiring  or  receiving  confolation,  I fhut  my-> 
felf  up  every  day  in  mycabbin,  and  would  not  allow  ac-1 
cefs  to  a fingle  perfon.  I had  no  book  with  me,  I had 
always  look’d  upon  thofe  which  I had  in  America  as  very 
trifling ; and  though  they  had  ferv’d  me  for  an  idle  amufe- 
ment  during  fome  time,  I yet  almoft  defpis’d  them  j fo 
that  as  I fuppos’d  our  voyage  would  not  take  up  fo  much 
time  as  it  did,  I had  negleCfed  to  take  any  with  me  from 
the  Havana.  I therefore  had  no  other  remedy  againft  the 
poifon  which  prey’d  upon  my  vitals,  but  the  invifible  af- 
Aftance  of  heaven,  and  the  vigour  of  my  conftitution. 

At  laft,  we  arriv’d  at  Nantz ; the  kind  office  I had  done 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  by  taking  their  diftrefs’d 
countrymen  on  board,  foon  gain’d  me  their  efteem  and 
friendfhip.  Immediately  refrefhments  of  every  fort  were 
offer’d  me;  however,  I foon  declar’d  that  I fhould  look 
upon  it  as  a favour  if  they  would  not  importune  me,  and 
that  the  greateft  pleafure  they  cou’d  do  me,  would  be  to 
leave  me  to  my  reflections.  I fpentthe  firfl  days  in  pre- 
paring my  brother’s  funeral,  which  was  folemniz’d  in  a 
moft  honourable  manner.  Alas ! how  greatlydidl  envy 
him,  now  he  was  going  to  enjoy  eternal  peace,  in  the 
quiet  manfion  of  the  grave. 

The  unhappy  condition  to  which  moft  of  the  French 
whom  I had  brought  along  with  me,  were  reduc’d,  by 
the  lofs  of  their  fhip ; infpir’d  me  with  a refolution  which 
I immediately  executed,  with  theapplaufe  and  admiration 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Nantz : and  ; this  was,  to  make 
them  a prefent  of  my  own  veffel.  I was  now  very  weal- 
thy, but  then  I wholly  difregarded  riches,  and  was  na- 
turally very  compaflionate ; fo  that  in  doing  them  this  fer- 
vice  I oblig’d  myfelf.  However,  ’twas  look’d  upon  by 
all  as  an  unparallel’d  piece  of  generofity.  I was  not 
oblig’d  to  go  immediately  for  England , and  this  I cou’d 
do  at  any  time  very  eafily.  I alfo  rewarded  very  liberally 
the  failors  whom  I had  brought  with  me  from  the  Hava- 
na ; and  kept  only  fix  fervants,  befides  Mr s,Lallins  and 
my  After’s  waiting- woman.  BOOK 
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y T TPon  my  coming  into  Europe  I confider’d,  not  with- 
c. AJ  /landing  the  deep  anguifh  which  prey’d  upon  my 
id  fpirits,  that  I was  oblig’d  to  attend  to  certain  indifpenfible 
y duties.  I was  under  a neceffity  of  giving  a proper  edu- 
cation  to  ray  children,  and  the  daughter  of  my  unhappy 
q brother,  wnom  I was  bound  to  love  as  dearly  as  my  two 
j)  Tons.  Iwasalfo  oblig’d  in  honour  to  fettle  my  fifler-in- 
u law,  and  Mts.LhIIm,  and  allow  them  a decent  mainte- 
e nance.  I had  ready  money  enough  to  do  all  this,  and  was 
; not  any  way  uneafy  on  thefe  accounts,  efpecially  with  re- 
gard to  the  two  ladies  ; towards  whom  1 might  eafily  ac- 
. quit  myfelf,  by  leaving  to  them  the  place  they  might 
\ chufe  to  fettle  in.  But  tho’  my  circumflances  gave  me 
j an  opportunity  of  bellowing  a liberal  education  on  my 
» Tons  and  my  niece  Bridge  I yet  was  more  divided  with 
; regard  to  the  metnod  of  it,  and  the  place  I flrould  fend 
them  to.  With  refpedl  to  the  method,  I wifli’d  it  had 
been  in  my  own  power  to  regulate  it;  and  to  a6l  the 
fame  part  towards  them,  as  my  mother  had  done  to  me. 
I weigh’d  thefe  matters  for  a confiderable  time,  but  at 
lafl  found  that  my  mind  was  fo  much  diflurb’d,  that  it 
would  be  impofiible  for  me  to  order  thefe  feveral  parti- 
culars, in  fo  jufl  and  regular  a manner  as  was  neceffary . I 
confider’d  farther,  that  my  inflru&ions  mufl  certainly 
take  a tin£lure,  from  the  deep  affli£lion  that  then  fat 
brooding  over  my  foul,  which  poffibly  might  make 
them  too  gloomy  and  fevere  for  children  of  that  age. 
not  to  mention  what  my  own  experience  had  taught  me, 
viz.  that  Angular  and  uncommon  methods  of  education, 
how  judicious  foever  they  may  appear  in  theory,  don’t 
always  fucceed  in  pradlice.  Man  was  form’d  for  fociety : 
reafon  therefore  fuggefls,  that  our  infant-inflrudlions 
fhouldbe  given  with  a view  to  what  nature  has  appointed 
us  for.  In  my  opinion,  ’tis  departing  from  this,  to 
breed  up  a child  in  folitude ; and  to  prevent  him  from 
imbibing  that  knowledge  in  his  infancy,  which  will  be 
perpetuSly  neceffary  to  him,  during  the  remaining  part 
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or  his  life.  The  precepts  which  philofophy  inculcates, 
are,  indeed,  fuited  to  all  ages  and  feafons  ■,  but  as  they 
are  not  to  be  consider'd,  even  where  they  are  of  the 
greateff  ufe,  but  as  fo  many  helps  to  wifdom,  that  is,  as  j 
fo  many  maxims,  to  direct  andfupport  us  in  the  practice 
of  our  duties  j ’tis  plain,  that  we  ought,  at  the  fame 
time,  if  not  before,  to  be  taught  what  thofe  duties  are* 
otherwife,  I don’t  fee  how  they  can  produce  a wifh’d  for 
effect . 

Now  the  mod  natural,  and  confequently  the  moil  in- 
difpenlible  of  all  duties,  are  thofe  of  fociety;  duties 
which  are  not  acquir’d  by  bare  fpeculation,  but  from  what 
is  properly  call’d  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  which  is 
feldom  attain’d  but  by  pra&ice.  I therefore  concluded, 
that  I could  net  pitch  upon  any  method  of  education 
which  could  prove  fo  ufeful,  as  that  commonly  follow’d  j 
I mean  the  fending  them  to  a publick  fchool : ’tis  not  but 
this  method  alfo  has  its  inconveniencies,  but  then  I look’d 
upon  them  as  inconsiderable,  when  compar’d  with  the 
many  and  folid  advantages  which  refult  from  this  way  of 
bringing  up  youth. 

Having  thus  made  choice  of  the  method,  I was  next 
to  fix  upon  a place.  I was  now  in  France,  where  1 might 
either  refide,  or  go  over  into  England.  But  as  I did  not 
intend  to  be  far  from  my  children,  I wanted  to  pitch  upon 
Some  city,  which  might  fuit  with  us  all.  I had  nothing 
to  do  with  regard  to  them,  but  to  look  out  a fchool, 
which  I might  eafily  find ; fo  that  I was  now  concern’d 
only  upon  my  own  account.  After  having  fuffer’d  fo 
many  Ioffes,  and  met  with  fuch  a feries  of  misfortunes, 
in  what  part  of  the  world  could  I now  hope  to  meet  with 
anafylum?  In  cafe  I follow’d  only  the  blind  impulfes  of 
an  affliction,  which  was  inceffantly  prefent  to  my  mind, 

I then  could  wifh  for  no  other  refuge  but  the  grave.  I 
now  was  no  longer  capable  of  liking  one  part  of  the 
world  better  than  another  ; for  fo  excefflve  was  my 
forrow,  that  I look’d  upon  every  thing  with  indifference, 
not  to  fay  dittafte  and  averfion.  Like  to  a man  whom  a 
burning  fever  confines  to  the  bed  of  grief:  The  fire 
which  rages  in  his  veins,  drives  fleep  from  his  eyes,  and 
won’t  fuffer  him  to  take  a moment’s  reff ; he  turns  and 
toffles  about  inceffamly,  and  is  every  iuftant  fhifting  his 
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pofture,  in  order  to  find  out  one  which  may  eafe  hisdread- 
; ful  agonies  ; he  ftretchcs  his  wearied  limbs  towards  every 
part  of  the  bed;  and  hopes,  in  vain,  to  meet  with  that 
i eafe  in  the  part  to  which  he  turns,  which  he  could  not  find 
in  that  he  left : Every  new  pofture  which  his  pangs  force 
him  to  throw  himfelf  into,  feems  the  mod  grievous  and 
infupportable.  Thus,  when  I confulted  only  my  tor- 
tur’d imagination,  1 could  not  find  any  particular  fpot  upon 
earth,  which  I might  prefer  to  the  reft ; and  that  might 
give  me  the  leaft  hopes  of  proving  a remedy,  or  even  of 
Toothing  my  heart-breaking  afflidf  ions. 

But  then  perhaps,  fays  I,  reafon  may  afford  me  more 
confblation,  notwithftanding  that  the  refources  it  offer’d 
me  were  ftill  impotent;  1 at  leaft  know  by  paft  expe- 
dience, that  in  cafe  my  prefent  evils  were  not  abfolutely 
incurable,  ’twas  from  reafon  alone  I could  exped:  a cure. 
Tho’  I was  not  yet  fenfible  of  its  efficacy,  1 yet  knew 
its  ftrength ; and  was  not  ignorant  of  the  means  which 
that  faculty  would  employ  to  bring  me  to  a wifh’ d for  tran- 
Iquillity  ; provided  I could  but  be  fo  much  mafter  of  my 
(elf  as  to  follow  its  di&ates.  The  greateft  difficulty  there- 
fore was  to  prevail  with  my  felf  to  liften  to  it,  and  to  be- 
mn  again,  by  infenfible  degrees,  to  relifii  its  principles, 
[which  grief  had  not  deftroy’d,  but  only  fufpended  their 
Ifundionsas  it  were.  For  this  purpofe,  it  was  neceffary 
for  me  to  pitch  upon  a place  to  fettle  in,  in  which  I 
[alight  find,  either  by  converfation  or  ftudy,  fuch  expe- 
dients as  might  calm  my  troubled  mind,  and  reftore  my 
reafon  to  its  former  empire.  Indeed  my  laft  unhappinefs 
was  of  fuch  a nature,  that  it  required  ftronger  remedies. 

| Whatever  exifts  no  more  may  be  forgotten : a refentment 
■ af  injuries,  the  remembrance  of  the  lofs  of  pofleflions, 
ind  of  a once  miferable  condition,  decay  and  grow  fainter 
lytime.  Even  the  lofs  of  perfons  dear  as  life  it  felf,  how 
, aiournful  foever  the  circumftances  may  be,  is  at  laft 
, ooth'd  as  years  Aide  on ; and  as  we  are  dead  to  all  hopes, 
b our  fighs  and  wiflies  die  away.  But  the  infidelity  of 
j i wife,  attended  with  the  criminal  circumftances  before 
, elated;  anaffli&ion  fo  juftly  grounded  as  I fancied  mine 
j obe,  the  ftill-exiftingcaufe  whereof  wasincefthntly  pre- 
j ent  to  my  memory ; fuch  a complication  of  heart-break- 
5 ngciicumftanc,es  as  thefe  would  not  fuffer  me  to  enjoy  a 

Vol  II.  F ma- 


Ill 


The  Life  of 

moment’s  eafe.  What  happy  inftant  could  my  reafon 
makechoiceof,  to fupprefs the  perpetual  tumults  of  my 
heart ; or  find  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  the  mid  ft 
of  fo  much  fadnefs  and  diftradtion? 

Neverthelefs,  the  hopes  I entertain’d  of  its  afiiftance, 
was  the  only  motive  which  prompted  me  to  fix  upon  Sau- 
mur  for  my  own  and  my  children’s  refidencc,  preferable 
to  any  other  place.  That  city  then  made  a very  confide-  ] 
rable  figure ; and  indeed  its  reputation  could  not  be  found- 
ed on  two  better  titles  than  thofe  of  religion  and  know- 
ledge. It  abounded  with  perfons  of  great  piety,  able 
profefTors,  and  a multitude  of  foreigners,  who  came 
thither  from  all  proteftant  countries,  to  imbibe  wifdom 
and  virtue,  as  at  their  fource.  My  children  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  educated  in  abetter  fchool,  and  with  regard  to 
my  felf,  I imagin’d  there  was  no  place  where  I could  hope 
to  meet  with  fo  much  eafe  and  folid  comfort.  In  what 
part  foevei  of  the  world  my  faithlefs  wife  might  be;  I 
refolv’d,  as  was  before  obferv’d,  never  to  go  in  fearch  of> 
her.  On  the  contrary  I fancied,  tho’  I ftill  lov’d  her 
dearly,  that  I even  fhould  not  fo  much  as  go  to  fee  her, 
did  the  moft  favourable  opportunity  prefent  it  fidf  for ; 
that  purpofe.  The  only  refolution  I could  have  taken, 
had  I heard  where  fhe  was,  would  perhaps  have  been  tc: 
get  her  feiz’d,  without  letting  her  know  that  it  was  by 
my  orders  ; and  then  to  confine  her  in  fome  place,  where  j 
fhe  would  have  no  opportunity  of  ever  injuring  r e more  i 
5Twas  not  a third  of  revenge  that  fuggefted  this  thought : i 
may  fhe  live,  would  I fay,  notwithstanding  the  deep  an-| 
gifilVt  whichuhe  remembrance  of  my  tendernefs,  and  hei 
flighted  Vows,  awak’d  in  my  bofom ; may  fire  even  be 
as  happy,  as  her  bafenefs  renders  her  unworthy  of  bein£ 
fo;  may  all  the  happinels  fhe  has  depriv’d  me  of,  be  uni 
ted  to  her  own,  and  by  hat  means  make  her  felicity  ftii 
moreperfedt;  or  in  cafe  juft  ice  calls  out  from  heaven  fo 
punifhmcnt,  may  fire  fuffer  only  by  remerfe  and  repen 
tance  \ But  I owe  too  much  to  the  memory  of  lord^* 
m’mjter,  to  fuffer  his  daughter  to  be  difhonour’d,  in  caf 
*tis  in  my  power  to  prevent  her  from  being  fo.  I’ll  gc  I 
her  feiz’d  indeed,  but  then  fhe  fhall  be  confin’d  in  a fecure 
but  agreeable  place,  where  1 11  procure  her  every  fatisfa 
dtion  in  my  power.  She  is  of  a foft  temper,  fays  I ; Ge\ 
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I'm's  death  will  undoubtedly  fet  the  enormity  of  her 
crimes  in  the  ftrongeft  light;  iheil  bear  confinement  with 
patience  ; may  perhaps  lpend  it  in  content,  and  l only  fliall 
be  wretched, 

In  this  manner  the  habit  I had  contracted  of  controul- 
ing  my  pailions,  fupported  me  (till  againft  thofe  which 
had  not  yet  entirely  gain’d  an  afeendant  over  my  reafon. 
Hatred  and  revenge  could  never  be  fo  predominant,  as  to 
inftil  their  poifon  into  my  foul ; love  only  and  affliction 
ftruggled,  with  wii'dom,  for  pre-eminence  in  my  bo- 
fom  ; but  the  two  laft  tyrants  have  made  a dreadful  ha- 
vock  in  it ; and  I know  not  yet  when  heaven  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  deliver  me  entirely  out  of  their  power. 

As  foon  as  I was  fix’d  in  the  refolution  of  going  to  Stzu- 
1 mtir , I communicated  my  defign  to  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my 
! fitter- in-law  ; and  at  the  fame  time  defir ’d  them  to  think 
of  fome  place  to  fettle  in.  The  ladies  were  determin’d 
] muchfooner  than  I expeChed,  and  were  fo  unanimous, 
that  I did  not  doubt  but  they  had  concerted  it  before. 
Both  of  them  cried  out  almoft  at  the  fame  inttant,  We 
i won’t  leave  you  ; this  is  our  fixt  refolution,  and  therefore 
■ we  beg  you  not  to  oppofe  it?  You  want  comfort ; and 
I no  perfons  living  will  be  more  deiirous  of  adminiftring 
it  than  our  fclves.  As  I had  hinted  to  them,  thatlintend- 
i ed  to  fend  my  children  to  a publick  fchool,  they  obferv’d 
tome,  that  they  were  as  yet  too  tender  to  be  trufted  to 
ftrangers ; and  thereupon  Mrs.  Lallin  engag’d  to  behave  as 
a mother  to  my  two  ions ; and  propos’d  that  my  fitter-in- 
law fhould  undertake  the  education  of  her  own  daughter. 
She  fpoke  in  fo  urgent  a manner,  that  having  no  juft  ob- 
jection to  make,  I acquiefc’d  inftantly  with  their  defires ; 
fo  that  continuing  ftill blinder  than  ever,  with  regard  to 
the  principal  caufe  of  my  misfortune  and  that  of  my 
wife  j I coniented  imprudently  to  what  mutt  naturally 
1 contribute  to  perpetuate  it.  Upon  this,  we  agreed  to  go 
immediately  to  $au;nnr,  and  there  hire  a houfe  for  us  to 
live  in  together.  Altho’  my  name  was  not  fo  famous,  as 
to  engage  people  to  ufe  me  with  a peculiar  diftinCfion  ; 
we  neverthelefs  agreed  that  1 fhould  change  it ; I being 
firmly  rcfolv’d  to  avoid  every  thing  that  had  the  air  of 
oftentation,  or  might  hinder  me  from  ftudying.  The 
two  ladies  likewiic  chang’d  their  names  in  fuch  a manner, 
F z that 


H4  tte  Life  of 

that  it  w is  impoflible  they  fhould  be  known  by  them ; 
and  upon  this,  wefetoutfor  Nanti.  in  1667,  immedi- 
ately after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  between  France 
and  England  y and  foon  got  very  happily  to  our  Journey’s 
■end. 

This  pacific  fituation  of  affairs  had  brought  fo  greata  con- 
fluence of  foreigners  to  Saumur , that  we  could  icarce  meet 
with  a houfe  for  our  purpofe  i which,  however  we  at  laft 
did.  My  firft  care  was  to  get  a large  ftoie  of  books,  and 
whatever  elfe  was  neceflary  for  my  new  philofophical 
proje&s.  I had  made  choice  of  a place  fituated  a little  re- 
mote from  the  city,  in  order  to  be  more  at  liberty,  either 
to  fee  company  or  to  be  alone,  as  I fhould  judge  proper. 
The  conduct  of  the  children,  and  of  my  domeftic  affairs, 
I left  to  the  women ; and  fhutting  my  felf  up  in  my  ftu- 
dy  from  morning  to  night,  I began  again  to  improve  my 
mind  with  reading  and  reflexion;  delightful  exercife  1 
to  which  I ow’d  all  the  joys  of  my  infant  years,  and  from 
which  I now  hop’d  to  reap  the  fame  benefit.  Tho’  I had 
fo  long  laid  afide  my  ftudies,  I neverthclefs  had  not  for- 
got all  I had  formerly  learnt  j fo  that  without  being  ob- 
lig’d to  go  fo  far  back  as  the  elements,  it  yet  was  no  diffi- 
cult matter  for  me  to  ftrike  into  ways  which  I had  never 
entirely  loft  fight  of.  I refum’d  them  at  the  fame  point 
where  I left  off  5 that  is  to  fay,  relying  on  the  folidity  of 
the  principles  which  I had  imbib’d  in  the  dawn  of  life,  I 
fought  for  fome  method  in  books  and  reflections,  how  to 
apply  them  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  my  mind.  This 
employ’d  my  thoughts  for  fome  weeks;  and  here  all  my 
ftruggles  and  my  whole  attention  center’d  5 I fay  all  the 
ftruggles,  and  all  the  attention  I was  capable  of  beftowing ; 
for  I muft  be  forced  to  confefs,  to  my  own  fhame,  or  that 
of  Philofcrphy  ; that  my  exterior  folitude,  and  my  appa- 
rent afliduity,  were  unfaithful  images  of  the  inward 
difpofition  of  my  foul;  for  while  my  eyes  were  fix’d  on 
a book,  my  thoughts  would  infenfibly  ftray  from  it,  and 
wander  through  the  feveral  places  which  had  been  the 
feenes  of  my  misfortunes.  Thefe  would  image  to  my 
fancy  the  bloody  fpedacle  of  my  daughter  and  Mrs.  Rid- 
ing, murther’d  before  my  eyes,  and  devour’d  by  tygers  in 
the  fnape  of  men ; my  dreadful  fufferings  in  the  deferts  of 
America  ; the  lord  Axminfter's  deplorable  end  5 my  wife’s 
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infidelity  and  fhameful  flight;  the  fatal  cffeCt  of  deaf 
Bridge* s friendlhip  and  generofity  ; in  a word,  thefeve- 
ral  perfecutions  of  fortune,  and  thofe  I might  expert 
hereafter.  Thefe  dreadful  ideas  made  almoft  as  flrongan 
imprelTion  on  my  mind,  as  the  objeCts  themfelves  had 
done;  and  when  I recover’d  my  felf  (fo  weak  was  my 
conftancy  and  refolution)  my  eyes  would  generally  be 
bath’d  in  tears,  and  my  heart  heavy  with  fighs,  as  they 
were  forcibly  endeavouring  to  get  a vent.  If  at  any  time 
I happen’d  to  be  more  attentive  than  ordinary  to  what  T. 
was  reading.  I yet  was  far  from  reaping  that  benefit  which 
I had  expected  from  it;  the  conclufions  Idrew  from  my 
ftudies,  had  very  little  effect  on  my  foul;  my  meditati- 
ons were  jejune  and  barren  ; I indeed  perceived  truths, 
but  then  I could  not  difeover  the  relation  they  might  bear 
to  my  prefent  circumftances  ; or  know  how  to  employ 
them,  fo  as  to  make  them  ferve  as  remedies.  Is  this, 
would  I fometimes  cry  out  with  aftonifhment,  after  hav- 
ing made  numberlefsufelefs  reflections;  is  this  the  fource 
of  peace  and  wil'dom  which  formerly  was  of  fo  great  ad  - 
vantage  to  me  ? are  thefe  principles  the  fame  wi.h  thofe, 

I on  which  my  ftrength  and  tranquillity  were  formerly  fo 
1 well  founded  ? Is  it  they,  or  I am  chang’d?  lean  eafily 

[account  for  their  failing  me  at  a time  when  I wanted  them; 

a time,  when  thedillra&ion  of  my  thoughts  hinder’d  me 
1 from  perceiving  thofe  principles ; but  how  was  it  poffl- 
i ble  for  them  then  to  make  their  influence  be  felt,  fince 
they  could  neither  exhibit,  or  make  themfelves  be  heard 
by  a foul  which  faw  nothing  but  grief  and  affliction?  But 
what  now  prevents  thefe  principles  from  re-affuming 
their  former  afeendant  ? I now  invoke  their  afliftance, 
and  open  to  them  a fad  afflicted  heart,  which  languifhes 
till  they  afflft  it.  Wherefore  don’t  they  indulge  it  inftant- 
| ly?  why  don’t  they  reftore  it  to  that  wifh’d  for,  that 
happy  calm  it  formerly  enjoy’d;  and  which  it  believ’d 
was  wholly  owing  to  them  ? 

As  neither  ftudy  or  reflections  could  eafe  my  mind  ef- 
fectually, I at  laft  began  to  think  that  there  was  fome  er- 
ror in  the  foundation  of  my  philofophy;  and  not  being 
able  to  perfuade  my  felf  that  theemptinefs  of  my  efforts 
was  owing  to  this,  I rather  believ’d  that  ’twas  I my  felt  de- 
viated from  the  right  way,  either  in  my  principles  or  my 
F 3 me- 
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method,  I us’d  to  argue  in  the  following  manner  : Na- 
ture, faysl;  or  to  fpeak  without  a figure,  thedivine  wif- 
dom  would  never  let  men  be  expos’d  to  incurable  evils. 
As  flie  gave  them  exigence,  fhe  engages  her  felf,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  furnifh  them  with  the  means  of  preferving 
themfelves;  otherwife,  confidering  the  numberlefs  evils 
to  which  they  are  inceftantly  obnoxious,  they  would  be 
the  moft  wretched  of  all  beings,  finding  themfelves  ex- 
pofed  to  continual  forrows,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are 
endued  with  reafonj  becaufe  it  would  then  feem  that  it 
had  been  indulg’d  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  torture  them . 
And  indeed  we  fee,  that  thereare  fewdiftempers  but  have 
a remedy  pointed  out  for  them,  either  by  the  light  of  na- 
ture, or  fome  happy  experiments.  In  caie  any  fhould 
be  found  incurable,  they  are  not  to  be  confider’d  as  the 
work  of  nature  any  more  than  monfters ; ’tis  enough 
that,  purfuant  to  the  general  laws  of  nature,  we  meet 
with  few  infirmities  but  what  are  cured  by  the  afiiftance 
of  the  phy  lician . Has  not  providence  extended  its  care  to 
brutes?  We  daily  obfervethat  they  are  acquainted  with 
the  virtues  of  fimples,  and  eat  a great  many  things  which 
heal  their  difeafes.  Thus  God’s  wifdom  extends  itfelf  to 
the  prefervation  of  all  animal  beings,  not  excepting  fuch 
as  are  void  of  reafon. 

Now  if  this  difpofition  appears  juft  and  necefiary  with 
regard  to  the  body,  which  undoubtedly  is  the  moft  infe- 
rior part  of  us,  and  has  no  other  dignity  but  what  it  bor- 
rows from  itsunion  with  the  foul:  would  it  not  be  the 
higheft  affront  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  our  Cre- 
ator, to  think  he  has  fo  far  negledled  the  moft  noble  of 
two  fubftances,  as  to  refufe  it  that  fuccour  which  he  in- 
dulges to  the  moft  contemptible  of  them?  Grief,  and 
the  reft  of  the  violent  paftions,  are  the  difeafes  of  the 
foul.  A peftiferous  fever  cannot  make  wilder  havock  in 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  than  thefe  tyrants  do  in  the  ra- 
tional faculties.  Could  it  be  poifible  for  us  ever  to  believe,  ' 
that  there  is  no  remedy  againft  their  cruel  attacks,  and 
that  the  moft  grievous  of  all  evils  is  incurable?  It  either 
is  not  fo,  or  furely  1 have  not  a fuitable  idea  of  the  juftice 
of  our  Creator. 

As  I therefore  fucceed  fo  ill  in  foothing  my  anxiety, 
certainly  the  fault  is  either  in  myfelf.  or  in  the  remedies  I 

employ ; 


Mr.  Cleveland.  127 

i-  employ ; *tis  in  myfelf  in  cafe  I have  err’d  in  the  method, 

• or  in  Tome  of  my  principles;  or  in  the  remedy,  if  the 
5,  mind  is  not  tobe  cured  by  philofophy,  and  that  the  divine 
ie  Being  makes  fo  great  an  effect  flow  from  fome  other  caufc. 
g But  then  again  I would  object,  what  caufe  have  I to 
is  fufpeCt  philofophy  ? has  not  fhe,  in  all  ages,  been  confi- 

der’d  as*the  ftandard  by  wh;ch  wearetofquareour  con- 

• du£t;  and  thecontrouler  of  thepaflions?  Have  not  the 
e greateft  men  had  recourfe  to  heron  all  occafions,  when 
it  they  wanted  either  to  corrcCt  or  regulate  the  heart? 

), , Would  thefe  imagine  her  inverted  with  a power  fhe  has 
e not ; and  could  they  have  been  as  much  deceiv’d  as  myfelf, 

- in  flattering  themfelves  that  fhe  could  furnifh  them  with 
d i a fuccour  which  it  is  not  in  her  power  to  lend  ? Upon  this, 
e I refolv’d  to  re-examine  my  own  principles,  and  all  1 had 
li  formerly  imbib’d,  which  was  not  very  difficult  for  me  to 
:t  do,  as  I had  a very  happy  memory.  I then  endeavour’d 
e wholly  for  fome  days  to  recoiled!:  all  my  mother  had 
) taught  me;  and  the  moft  excellent  notions  i had  either 
i read,  or  my  own  thoughts  had  fuggerted,  with  regard  to 
i wifdom  and  happinefs. 

> I trac’d  matters  from  their  original,  and  carried  my 
i imagination  fo  far  backward,  as  the  firrt  inrtant  in  which 
a man  is  fuppos’d  to  enjoy  a freeufe  of  his  reafon;  as 
l nothing  is  more  prefent  to  his  mind  than  nimfelf.  confe- 
ijuently  his  firft  attention  muft  neceflarily  be  fix’d  on  his 
! own  being.  He  examines  its  nature,  and  finds  it  to  be 
: compounded.  Two  fubrtances  of  a different  kind,  and 
unequal  in  dignity,  with  regard  to  their  effence,  are  found 
f united  and  blended,  as  it  were,  to  produce  aftions  com- 
mon to  both.  Each  of  them,  confider’d  feparately,  is 
1 altogether  incapable  of  performing  the  other’s  operations  ; 

: and  yet,  when  united  together,  they  both  produce  the 

i fame  operation.  The  body  moves,  walks  and  aerts,  to 

all  which  it  is  naturally  fitted  ; and  yet  it  would  not 
i '!  move,  were  it  not  for  the  conjunction  of  the  foul, 
which  is  incapable  of  motion.  Our  foul  receives  the  fe- 
veral  fenfations  of  pleafure  and  pain  which  is  its  nature, 
and  yet  it  would  not  receive  them,  were  it  not  for  the 
mediation  of  the  body,  which  is  altogether  incapable  of 
, fenfation. 
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Thus  there  are  two  diftindt  parts  of  the  fame  being, 
which  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  each  other.  The  body 
cannot  exert  itfelf  unlefs  itbefo  inform’d  and  a&uated  by 
the  foul ; as  on  the  other  fide,  the  foul  would  be  in  a per- 
petual apathy,  were  it  not  for  the  mediation  of  the  body. 
But  then  does  this  mutual  dependence  argue  their  equa- 
lity ? To  this  I anfwer,  no;  and  find  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  body  does  not  contribute  to  thofeadf  ions  which 
are  common  to  it  with  the  foul,  but  after  a groveling 
manner,  that  is  to  fay,  by  mere  motions ; and  in  cafe 
any  other  property  is  peculiar  to  it,  ’tis  not  of  a more 
noble  kind;  ’tis barely  that  of  receiving  a bounded  num- 
ber of  fhapes  and  combinations,  which  is  fo  inconfiderable 
an  advantage,  that  it  does  not  deferve  the  name  of  perfec- 
tion. But  on  the  other  fide,  the  foul  appears  to  have  all 
the  charadterifticks  of  true  greatnefs.  What  name  fhall  I 
give  to  that  wonderful  faculty,  by  which  it  perceives, 
knows  and  judges?  The  foul  ftudies,  and  contemplates 
its  own  fubftance,  and  difcovers  the  nature  and  proper- 
ties of  it.  Notwithftanding  the  dependence  it  has  on 
the  body,  it  yer  difengages  itfelf  fo  far  from  it,  as  to  con- 
fider  the  latter  as  a being  of  a quite  different  nature  from, 
and  inferior  to  itfelf;  a fubftance,  whofe  greateft  glory  ' 
is  its  being  united  with,  and  forming  one  being  with  the  ! 
foul.  This  penetrates,  weighs  and  examines  the  nature,  i 
of  the  body,  but  finds  the  latter  fo  contemptible  ; that 
fhe  concludes  it  were  almoft  as  good  not  to  cxift  at  all, 
asbefo  groveling  and  infenfible  a portion  of  matter. 

Hence,  in  cafe  the  foul  applies  her  felf  to  contemplate 
all  flie  is  capable  of  perceiving;  fhe  foon  difcovers,  that 
tho’  fhe  is  united  with  a material  body,  by  fuch  laws  as 
it  is  impoffible  for  her  to  comprehend,  fhe  yet  is  related 
to  lomething  of  a more  exalted  and  worthy  nature.  The 
leaft  reflection  gives  her  an  idea  of  order,  and  of  the  feve- 
ral  perfections  and  virtues;  when  finding  the  thing  fhe 
perceives  is  not  herfelf,  fhe  concludes,  that  what  thus  ex- 
hibits itfelf  fo  clearly,  muft  neceflarily  have  a real  exift- 
ence,  fince  a non-ens  muft  be  imperceptible.  So  import- 
ant a difcovery  fills  her  at  firft  with  doubts  and  fears;  fi  e 
enquires,  internally,  what  fhe  ought  to  think  of  a being 
which  thus  reveals  itfelf  only  in  part;  but  at  the  feme 
time,  after  fo  bright,  fofublime  a manner,  as  fhe  pre- 
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fently  difcovers  that  this  being  mud  certainly  be  more 
pcrfcdt  than  herfelf,  fince  fhe  is  illuminated  by  it.  But 
has  the  foul  no  other  tie  or  communication  with  it,  than 
a bare  and  tranlient  perception  ? At  lead:  how  came  it  to 
pafsthat  die  was  not  inform’d  of  it  fooner?  But  now 
fhe  is  for  retracing  the  pad:,  in  order  to  examine  the  pro- 
grefs  of  her  knowledge ; when  die  confelfes  with  ado- 
nifhment,  that  fhe  does  but  then  begin  to  know. 

And  now  her  admiration  and  furprize  encreafc.  ’Tis 
no  hard  matter  for  her  to  difcover,  at  the  fame  time,  this 
new  sera  of  her  exidence.  But  what  being  indulg’d 
it  her?  The  foul  plainly  perceives,  that  die  herfelf  is 
not  the  author  of  it.  By  what  methods  diall  die  find  out 
the  being,  whofe  good nefs  gave,  and  maintains  her  ex- 
idence. 

To  make  this  important  enquiry,  die  has  recourfe  to  ex^ 
terior  objedts.  She  condders  every  thing  which  furrounds 
her  : what  a variety  of  objedts  prefent  themfelves,  and 
how  eagerly  die  pants  to  difcover  the  nature  of  them  all! 
Neverthelefs,  fhe  foon  fees  that  her  ideas  arc  more  con- 
fin’d than  die  at  firdfufpedted  they  were.  Shedoes  not 
find  any  thing  in  the  whole  compafs  of  beings  round  her, 
capable  of  fatisfying  her  doubts.  That  immenfe  compo- 
fition  which  we  call  the  world,  dops  her  but  a moment ; 
for  a little  reflection  on  the  lead  of  its  parts,  teaches  her 
to  form  a judgment  of  the  red.  She  fees  nothing  but  mat- 
ter, that  is,  a grofs  and  infenflblefubdance,  whofe  whole 
difference  conlids  merely  in  the  variety  of  its  motions  and 
configurations  i and  is  diredtly  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thole  of  her  body,  which  die  had  before  difcover’d  and 
defpis’d ; and  fhe  has  too  exalted  an  idea  of  herfelf,  to  af- 
cribe  her  original  to  fo  mean  and  groveling  a caufe. 

’Tis  true  indeed,  that  amidd  thole  parts  of  matter 
which  appear  to  her  fufceptible  only  of  a blind  and  pa  lfive 
motion  j fhe  perceives  fome  which  feem  to  move  with 
more  choice  and  liberty.  She  obferves,  that  their  acti- 
ons are  too  various,  and  at  the  fame  time  too  beautifully 
link’d,  and  too  regular,  nottofpring  from  a rational,  in- 
telligent principle.  Befides,  their  form  agrees  exadtiy 
with  that  of  her  own  body  they  feem  to  have  the 
fame  tendency,  and  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  fame  wants. 
Thence  dieconcludes  that  they  don’t  adt  alone,  that  th«“v 
F 5 are 
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are  accompanied  with  Something  which  refembles  her- 
felf ; in  fine,  that  they  are  like  her  own  body,  the  fhell 
or  receptacle  of  fomething  of  a more  noble  nature  than 
themfelves.  Thrice  happy  difcoveryi  May  fhe  not 
owe  her  exiftence  to  fome  of  thofe  exalted  and  immateri- 
al Beings?  Thefe  think,  feel  and  refledt  as  fhe  does  ; 
may  not  they  therefore  have  communicated  to  her, 
what  they  themfelves  pofTefs  ? 

But  in  cafe  they  bear  a refemblance  to  the  foul,  as  (lie 
is  firmly  perfuaded  they  do,  why  fhould  they  enjoy  a 
power  which  fhe  is  fenfible  fhe  does  not  ? But  fuppofing 
they  really  were  inverted  with  fuch  a power,  to  whom 
would  they  owe  it?  For  ’tis  very  evident  they  could 
not  portibly  have  beftow’d  it  on  themfelves.  For  then 
neither  they,  nor  herfelf,  would  continue  long  in  the 
mortifying  dependence  on  a body,  in  cafe  they  could  adf 
as  they  pleas’d,  and  produce  any  change  in  their  conditi- 
on. The  foul  muft  therefore  leave  the  enquiry  of  the  fe- 
veral  objedis  round  her,  as  of  no  fervice  to  her  re-fearches. 
She  finds  herfelf  lodg’d  in  the  world,  but  fhe  manifeftly 
perceives  that  it  did  not  give  her  being;  and  that  fhe  can- 
not aferibe  her  original  to  what  is  inferior  to  herfelf ; or 
to  a thing  which  being  at  mort  her  equal ; muft,  as  well 
as  herfelf,  owe  its  exiftence  to  fome  caufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  excurfion  on  outward  objedfs, 
is  of  the  higheft  advantage  to  her.  In  examining  the 
matter  of  which  this  vaft  univerfe  is  fram’d,  fire  feems  to 
haveobferv’d  fomething  that  naturally  raifed  her  admira- 
tion. However,  ’twas  not  matter  itfelf,  for  this  ap- 
pear’d equally  mean  and  contemptible  in  its  feveral  fhapes 
and  modifications:  but  what  idea  is  fhe  to  form  of  the 
aftonifhing  harmony  and  order,  which  fhines  in  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  its  feveral  parts  ? How  juft  is  the  relation 
throughout  1 how  regular  the  proportions!  how  exadt 
the  concatenation  of  fubordinate  caufes  and  eftedfs ' On 
the  other  fide,  what  a majefty  appears  in  the  general  difh 
pofition  of  the  defign  ! what  a noble  fimplicity  in  the  ex- 
ecution 1 what  a conftant  uniformity  in  its  duration  1 
How  was  matter  thus  capable  of  forming  themoft  mag- 
nificent, the  moft ravifhingof  all  fpedfacles ? How  de- 
li ous  foever  the  Creator  of  fo  glorious  a work  may  be  to 
conceal  himfelf,  ’tis  impoflible  but  his  finger  muft  be  feen 

on 
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on  this  occafion:  his  power  muft  neccfiarily  be  infinite, 
otherwife  he  could  never  have  produc’d  fo  many  wonder- 
ful things  out  of  fo  contemptible  a fubrtance  as  matter. 
Nor  can  his  wiidom  be  lefs  infinite  than  his  power,  in  thus 
exhibiting  himfelf  fo  confpicuoufly,  in  the  order  and  dif- 
polition  of  his  work.  Laftly,  that  his  goodnefs  is  equal 
to  his  wifdom  and  power,  appears  from  his  having  taken 
fuch  pleafure,  in  diftuling  fo  much  Iplendor  and  orna- 
ment over  his  creatures. 

Here  the  philofophical  foul,  which  I fuppofe  to  be 
dill  fix’d  in  attention,  perceivos  its  comparing  and  re- 
flecting faculty  wholly  re-awak’d.  She  recalls,  in  an  ex- 
ftacyof  joy,  the  fir  A ideas  which  prompted  her  to  make 
thoie  enquiries;  and  begins  to  find,  in  a very  fenfible 
manner,  that  they  are  no  longer  fhado  y,  but  real. 
That  unknown  being,  whom  file  perceiv’d  only  by  the 
vague  and  random  ideas  fhe  had  of  order  and  perfection, 
then  reveals  itfelf  in  an  almofi:  fenfible  manner.  And  now 
all  her  doubts  muft  vanifh  foon  : file  has  found  what  file 
fought  after  5 ’tis  the  Creator  of  all  things,  and  confe- 
quently  the  author  of  her  being;  his  the  fource  of  life, 
and  the  principle  of  univerfal  light,  his  the  fountain  of 
order,  wifdom,  goodnefs,  juftice,  and  of  all  virtues  and 
perfections,  or  rather,  his  order  itfelf ; wifdom,  juftice 
and  goodnefs  are  its  elfence.  ’Tis  all  virtue,  all  perfecti- 
on, and  all  excellency. 

A'philofophcr  that  could  once  raife  himfelf  to  this  hap- 
py point  of  knowledge,  juftly  believes  he  has  attain’d  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  illumination,  to  which  his  foul  was 
capable  of  afeending.  All  the  reft  confifts  only  in  difplay- 
ing  and  exerciling  it.  Henceforwards  he  will  proceed 
from  fcience  to  fcience,  that  is.  from  certainty  to  cer- 
tainty. What  a prodigious  field  is  here  open’d  ! He  is  at 
once  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  all  his  ideas ; and  of  the  infal- 
libility of  his  judgments,  in  cafe  he  examines  things  at- 
tentively. As  he  was  form’d  by  a being  whofe  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  are  infinite;  he  is  perfuaded,  that  the  qua- 
lities which  it  indulged  him,  are  not  fpecious  and  de- 
ceitful. Thefame  intelligence  which  endued  him  with 
thofe  exalted  ideas  of  order,  juftice,  goodnefs  and  wifdom, 
cannot  poflibly  abandon  him  in  lefs  difficult  refearches: 

having 
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having  now  difcover’d  the  principles,  the  ftudy  of  the 
confequences  will  be  eafy  and  agreeable. 

Firft,  he  enquires  anew  into  the  nature  of  his  foul,  in 
order  to  dilcover  more  clearly  therein  the  finger  of  his  Cre- 
ator. Since  he  difcover’d  fuch  divine  touches  in  matter 
only,  what  may  he  not  expeCl  to  find  in  a Being  of  an 
infinitely  more  exalted  nature  ? And  indeed,  he  per- 
ceives two  things  in  it,  which  are  great  above  all  compa- 
rifon.  The  firft  is  the  faculty  of  thinking,  which  en- 
ables him  to  know  and  multiply  his  lights  to  infinitude ; 
a faculty  of fo  exalted  a nature,  that  he  himfelf,  tho’  pof- 
fefied  of  it,  is  very  much  puzzled  how  to  explain  it. 
He  perceives  much  Jpetter  what  it  is  not,  than  what  it  is. 
It  does  not  bear  the  leaf!:  refemblance  to  matter,  whofe 
numberlefs  fhapes  and  motions  can  never  produce  any 
thing  like  a thought.  Neither  is  it  that  harmony,  order, 
juftnefs  and  perfection,  which  refult  from  a certain  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feveral  parts  of  matter.  For  in  cafe  this 
harmony  and  perfection  have  a real  and  proper  exiftence, 
then  the  faculty  of  thinking  muft  be  dependent  on  that 
of  matter;  and  the  foul  is  confcious  that  hers  is  wholly 
independent  on  any  thing  of  a material  nature.  The  very 
reluCtance  and  uneafinefs  the  foul  feels,  to  find  herfe.f 
fubjeCt  to  the  body,  in  fome  of  her  operations,  is  a natu- 
ral proof  that  fhe  does  not  owe  any  thing  to  the  latter  ; 
and  would  willingly  be  difengaged  from  it,  were  fhe  not 
united  to  it  by  certain  laws.  Befides,  were  the  foul  no 
more  than  the  order,  the  harmony  and  perfection  of  the 
b ody  ; how  could  it  poflibly  be  of  greater  extent  than  the 
body  itfelf?  Its  dimenfions  would  then  correfpond  ex- 
actly with  the  parts  of  the  body,  to  which  it  belongs. 
Now  the  foul  finds  itfelf  more  extenfive  than  the  whole 
mafs  united  ; fhe  foars  infinitely  above,  and  perceives  the 
bounds  of  matter;  and  therefore  fhe  muft  be  wholly  in- 
dependent on  it;  --  . — — But  what  is  fhe  then  ? Pofli- 
bly fhe  will  not  be  allow’d  to  have  a more  perfeCt  know- 
ledge of  herfelf,  ’till  another  feafon,  and  in  another  ftate  ; 
however,  this  (he  knows  certainly,  viz,,  that  fhe  is  a 
th  rk'ng being:  an  ineftimable  advantage,  which  alone 
fufficiently  proves  the  dignity  and  infinite  greatnefs  of  her 
Creator. 
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This  firft  mark  of  a divine  artift,  is  undoubtedly  the 
moft  illuftrious;  but  then  ’tis  not  the  only  one  worthy 
the  notice  of  the  philofophcr.  The  philofopher  turns 
his  eyes  inward,  and  contemplates  but  a moment : what 

does  he  to  perceive?  I ftiould  not  fay  perceive,  for 

it  here  ceafes  to  go  by  that  name;  he  now  feels  within 
himfelf  a fecret  inclination,  an  a£live  principle,  which 
pufhes  him  forward  tofomething  he  does  not  yet  know. 
- ■ How  fhall  he  define  this  fenfation  ? ’Tis  the  exi- 
gence of  fome  unknown  want,  which  requires  to  be  fill- 
ed. If  it  be  not  a pain,  "tis  at  leaft  the  privation  of  a 
necefifary  pleafure.  He  pants  after  a certain  good,  with- 
out which  he  cannot  be  eafy  ; itattrafts  him  inceflantly  ; 
he  is  prompted  to  feek  after  it  by  an  involuntary  impulfe  ; 
and  dragg’d  away,  as  it  were,  by  an  irrefiftible  afeendant. 

He  then  finds,  he  is  not  only  fufceptible  of  defires,  but 
that  fome  of  thefe  are  ftronger  and  lefs  limited  than  the 
knowledge  which  irradiates  his  mind.  This  reflexion 
ftartles  him  at  firft  ; for  he  does  not  immediately  fee  thro* 
the  wife  difpofition  with  which  the  Creator  has  order’d 
all  things.  He  firft  confiders  his  defires  as  a natural  con- 
fefiion,  and  a mortifying  teftimony  of  the  imperfe&ion 
of  his  being;  which  gives  him  the  greater  pain,  as  he 
does  not  at  firft  find  out  the  objedf  of  them,  and  how 
long  they  may  continue.  Importunate  clouds,  which 
are  of  no  other  ufe  but  to  ruffle  the  eterniry  of  his  foul ! 
Affli&ing  interruption,  which  will  check  the  progrefs 
of  his  knowledge;  and  prevent  him  from  calmly  em- 
ploying the  faculty  of  thinking  with  which  he  is  in- 
form’d! Though  he  does  not  dare  to  complain  of  his 
Creator,  or  fufpedt  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs ; he  at  leaft 
fighs  when  he  reflects  on  his  own  condition;  itleflens 
the  high  idea  he  had  entertain’d  of  his  own  greatnefs ; 
and  in  order  to  fave,  in  fome  meafure,  the  remains  of  it; 
he  refolves,  if  poflible,  to  fupprefs  and  extinguifh  his 
defires,  in  order  to  devote  himfelf,  by  the  exercife  of  a 
more  noble  faculty,  to  the  contemplation  of  truth.  But 
he  cannot  continue  long  in  this  error ; for  the  moment  he 
has  made  fome  little  advances  towards  truth,  he  finds  that 
fhe  was  the  objedf  of  his  defires.  He  cannot  miftake  in 
this ; for  his  heart  glows  as  he  approaches  towards  her. 
This  inquietude  now  feems  upon  the  point  of  fubfiding, 

and 
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and  his  cravings  of  being  fill’d.  He  imagines  that  either 
truth  was  made  for  him,  or  at  leaft  himfelf  for  truth.  ’Tis 
certain  that  the  more  he  difcoversof  her,  the  more  eager 
he  is  to  difcover  her  thoroughly.  But  now  his  defires  are 
far  from  giving  him  pain 3 ’tis  the  ftate  of  a man  who  is 
poffefied  of  fo  much  felicity,  that  he  cannot  fufficiently 
fatiate  himfelf  with  it ; he  is  happy,  and  would  be  more 
fo.  In  this  manner  does  the  philofopher  meet  with  a 
frefh  fource  of  content  and  admiration,  in  thofe  things 
which  before  gave  him  pain.  What  he  confider’d  as  an 
imperfeCHon  in  himfelf,  now  appears  to  him  a frefh  in- 
dication of  the  infinite  perfections  of  his  Creator.  He 
not  only  fees  that  he  was  form’d  by  him  3 but  he  feels  that 
he  was  formed  for  him  only.  His  defires  are  found  adapt- 
ed, as  it  were,  to  his  ideas.  By  his  ideashe  knows  him- 
felf to  be  the  work  of  his  hand  ; and  his  defires  draw  him 
towards  that  Being,  as  the  iupreme  good,  and  the  foun- 
tain of  all  hishnppinefs. 

That  man  who  has  been  always  immers’d  in  fenfe ; and 
perhaps  never  confider’d  the  two  principal  faculties  of  his 
mind,  is  incapable  of  conceiving  the  joy  with  which  thofe 
fublime,  thofe  important  difcoveries  infpire  a philofophi- 
cal  foul.— No ; this  he  is  not  capable  of,  for  were  he  fo,  he 
would  be  jealous  of  it,  anddefpife  every  other  fpecies  of 
joy.  And  indeed  we  are  hence  to  date  the  happy  courfe 
of  a rational  and  truly  philofophical  life  Whofoever  has 
known  his  Creator  and  himfelf,  may.  ifhepleafes,  tread 
unerringly  the  pathes  of  wifdom  and  happinefs.  The 
way  is  open  to  him ; and  he  never  lofes  fight  of  the  end 
of  his  courfe.  Directed  by  his  underftandingj  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  is  excited  by  his  defires  3 he  is  equally 
incapable  of  going  aftray  through  ignorance,  or  flopping 
in  his  way  through  faintnefs.  If  he  is  bound,  as  being 
a man,  by  fometics  with  the  creatures  of  his  own  fpe- 
cies, he  does  all  that  duty  requires' of  him  3 and  takes  his 
conduct  in  this  particular,  from  the  fource  of  that  order 
and juftice  which  he  is  perpetually  contemplating.  The 
ties  of  blood,  fuch  as  tendernefs  and  affeCtion  for  rela- 
tives 3 the  duties  of  humanity,  fuch  as  kindnefs  mildnefs, 
forgetfulnefs  of  injuries,  and  compaflion  for  the  fufler- 
ings  ot  others  5 thofe  of  reafon,  fuch  as  evennefs  of  mind, 
conftancy,  a contempt  of  fuperfluity,  and  a moderate  ufe 
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of  necefliiries,  are  the  many  confequences  which  flow 
naturally  from  his  principles,  and  form  his  fyftem  of  mo- 
rality. He  copies,  in  fome  mcafure,  after  his  Creator, 
and  aggrandizes  himfelf  by  imitating  the  fovereign  per- 
fections by  which  he  is  pleafed  to  reveal  himfelf.  Befides ; 
focietywith  mankind  is  not  an  obftacle  to  wifdom,  for 
fuch  as  love,  and  enquire  flncerely  after  it ; fo  far  from  it, 
he  finds  the  acquaintance  of  his  fellow-creatures  ufeful. 
Did  I not  fay,  that  they  all  bore  the  image  of  their  Crea- 
tor? This  the  philofopher  perceives,  tho’  they  unhap- 
pily disfigure  it.  This  is  a fight  which  ftrengthcns  his 
defires ; he  draws  an  advantage  from  the  effedts  of  their 
irregular  paffions;  their  arts,  their  fciences,  moft  of 
which  owe  their  invention  to  intereft  and  vanity,  are  by 
him  made  fubfervient  to  his  views,  as  being  fo  many  fuc- 
cours  which  extend  his  knowledge.  Thefe  are  excellent 
effettsofa  badcaufe,  which  he  redlifies  and  refines  more 
and  more,  by  the  ufe  he  puts  them  to  5 and  thus  applies 
them  to  what  they  were  originally  defign’d.  In  fine,  he 
makes  a confiderable  advantage  of  even  the  very  fight  of 
the  frailties  and  filly  buftles  of  mankind.  The  companion 
he  makes  of  thefe,  with  the  vigour  and  perpetual  calm 
of  his  mind,  ftrengthens  him  ft  ill  more  in  his  principles ; 
makes  his  happinefs  dearer  to  him,  and  the  fruits  of  his 
refearches  more  precious.  He  devotes  himfelf  without 
referve  to  wifdom,  being  prompted  to  love  her  from  this 
double  motivej  v z.  becaule  he  is  happy  through  her* 
and  finds  that  without  her  he  would  be  ftupid  and  mi- 
ferable. 

What  after  this  is  wanting  to  entitle  him  juftly  to  the 
name  of  wife  man?  Let  us  fummonup  ail  our  know- 
ledge, and  the  collected  force  of  reafon,  in  order  to  form 
to  ourfelvs  a more  juft  idea  of  filch  a perfon.  Poflibly 
fome  may  give  a greater  extent  to  this  character,  but  I am 
of  opinion  Jtis  impofiible  to  entertain  a more  fublime  one. 
*Tis  inthisharpy  ftate  that  the  philofopher  ought  to  be 
equally  inlenfible,  both  to  thofe  evils  which  may  make 
him  lofe  that  title,  and  to  thofe  good  things  which  he 
may  receive  from  another  caufe  5 the  former  ough  t not  to 
to  have  power  enough,  to  force  a fingle  pang  from  hra; 
and  the  latter  fhould  appear  too  contemptible  in  his  r yes 
to  give  him  a real  pleafure.  It  muft  beconfefs’d  that  the 

foul 
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foul  is  naturally  fubjeX  to  the  organs  of  the  body  ; Tis 
impofiible  but  fhe  muft  fee  when  the  eyes  are  open* 
hear  when  the  nerves  of  the  ear  are  fhaken ; and  feel,  the 
inftant  any  extraordinary  motion  happens  in  that  portion 
of  matter  to  which  fhe  is  united.  But  can  this  fenfation 
leflen  her  greatnefs,  or  weaken  her  liberty  ? The  foul  re- 
jeXs  it,  whenever  fhe  finds  it  unworthy  the  excellency  of 
her  nature ; at  leaft,  (he  receives  it  without  fixing  upon, 
or  confenting  to  it.  The  more  her  dependence  on  the 
body  incommodes  and  humbles  her,  the  greater  confola- 
tion  this  adminifters ; as  it  thereby  plainly  fhews  her, 
that  fo  violent  a ftate  cannot  laft  long.  How  would  it  be 
pofiible  for  her  to  doubt  of  this  ? She  is  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  invariable  laws  of  primitive  and  eter- 
nal order.  The  order  of  nature  is  only  an  exception 
to  this  ; fhe  is  even  fure,  that  they  hold  to  one  ano- 
ther by  fome  fecret  tye,  though  fhe  cannot  perceive 
it  yet,  and  expeXs  a feafon  of  manifeftation  and  light  ; 
when  all  obfcurities  and  exceptions  ceafing,  fhe  then  will 
fee  every  thing  return  to  its  end,  and  re-enter  peaceably 
into  the  general  order.  She  therefore  finds  herfelf  created 
for  another  ftate  ; fhe  has  already  attain’d  it,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  by  the  ardency  ot  her  defires  and  the  certainty  of 
her  hopes ; and  perpetually  indifferent  with  reg?J|to  eve- 
ry thing  that  cannot  prevent  her  from  attaining  it  one  day  j 
fire  defpifes  pleafure,  confiders  grief  as  nothing,  and  views 
the  hurry  and  agitation  of  all  things  round  her  without  the 
leaft  emotion ; and  would  be  equally  infenfible  were  this 
fabrick  of  theuniverfeand  all  nature  deftroy’d. 

Such  are  the  foundations  on  which  I believ’d  my 
ftrength  and  conftancy  fix’d;  and  fuch  were  the  inftruc- 
tions  I had  imbib’d  in  my  infancy.  The  ftudies  I had 
gone  through,  my  mother’s  example  and  her  precepts, 
had  always  turn’d  on  thefe  principles.  They  were  be- 
come, in  fome  meafure,  natural  to  me,  becaufe  they  had 
been  fo  frequently  inculcated,  and  as  I revolv’d  them  in- 
ceffantly  in  my  mind.  And  indeed  they  had  made  an  im- 
preftion  on  my  heart,  fo  long  as  they  found  no  obftacle. 
They  had  been  the  rule  of  my  life,  whilft  it  was  calm  and 
untroubled,  I imagin’d  myfelf  to  be  a philofopher ; and 
perhaps  I was  truly  fo;  before  I was  arrived  at  a certain 
degree  of  mifery  and  ill  fortune.  But  ’twas  this  very  re- 
flexion 
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fleXion  that  confounded,  and  made  me  have  a fufpicion 
of  philofophy  itfelf.  For  why  did  it  abandon  me  when 
I found  it  mod  neceflary  ? What  Idea  could  I entertain 
of  a remedy,  which  vanifh’d  away  the  inftant  the  difeafe 
difcover’d  itlelf  ? Neverthelefs,  I could  not  deny  but  that 
the  principles  I had  re-examin’d,  were  as  folid  as  ever. 
Nothing  in  the  world  is  certain  would  I fay,  nothing  is 
to  be  depended  upon  ; if  that  which  now  appears  to  me 
to  be  founded  invincibly  on  fuch  clear  arguments,  is  all 
fophifm  and  an  unhappy  illufion.  If  what  I have  con- 
flantly  follow’d  was  true  wifdom,  why  does  fhe  not 
make  me  reap  the  benefits  fhe  had  promiled  ? And  in 
cafe  I have  mifhken  error  for  truth,  how  deplorable  am 
I,  to  be  at  one  and  the  fame  time  tortur’d  by  follow  and 
abandon’d  by  reafon  ! 

I then  refleXed,  that  poflibly  my  complaints  might  be 
without  foundation;  for  I confider’d  that  it  was  not 
enough  to  know  the  excellence  of  a remedy;  but  that 
before  it  can  be  properly  apply’d  it  is  necefifary  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe  fhould  be  known.  I thereupon  examin’d 
carefully,  in  what  forrow  properly  confifted ; and  foon 
found,  that  as  it  is  a mere  fenfation  of  the  foul,  and  not 
to  be  reprefented  by  ideas ; we  therefore  cannot  define  it 
better  than  by  the  word  forrow,  by  which  it  is  exprefs’d : 
For  to  call  it  Amply  an  averfion  of  the  foul,  as  fome  phi- 
lofophers  do,  gives  an  obfeure  and  very  imperfect  defi- 
nition of  it.  In  general  therefore,  fince  we  are  in  the 
dark,  even  as  to  the  nature  of  the  foul,  we  cannot  pre- 
tend to  explain  what  a fenfation  is.  Now  if  it  beimpof- 
fibleto  know  in  what  forrow  con lifts ; ’tis  manifeft  that 
the  remedy  is  not  to  be  direXly  apply’d  to  it;  for  this 
would  be  repugnant  to  reafon.  Hence  I eafily  concluded, 
that  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to  go  back  to  the  caufe  of  it. 

I did  not  enquire  into  all  the  different  methods  by  which 
the  fenfation  of  forrow  may  be  communicated  to  the 
foul:  all  my  reflexions  were  relative  only  to  my  wants. 
*Twas  plain  my  forrow  arofe  from  the  death,  or  infidelity 
of  all  I held  dear,  and  the  dreadful  circumftances  which 
had  always  been  infeparable  from  my  misfortunes.  To 
this  caufe  the  difeafe  of  my  foul  was  owing.  I then  ask- 
ed myfelf,  Whether  it  were  probable  that  philofophy 
cou’d  dry  up  this  fource  of  my  misfortunes  ? Supposing 
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it  capable  of  working  fuch  a miracle,  I conceiv’d  there 
were  but  three  methods  by  which  it  could  prove  ef- 
fectual. The  firft  was,  to  remove  from  that  fpeCtacle 
of  my  misfortunes,  which  was  inceftantly  prefent  to 
my  mind,  the  ftrong  afcendant  it  had  gain’d  over  me ; 
which  not  fatisfied  with  filling  me  with  the  fharpeft 
pangs,  fometimes  forced  involuntary  cries  from  me; 
and  which  I myfelf  fhould  not  have  perceiv’d.,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  aftonifhment  of  thofe  who  liv’d  with  me, 
and  were  terrified  when  they  heard  them.  What  likeli- 
hood was  there  that  philofophy  could  produceTo  aftonifh- 
ing  an  effeCt ! Could  even  heaven  itfelf  do  this  without 
changing  the  nature  of  things  ? ’Tis  contradictory  to 
think  that  one  can  lofe  a beloved  objeCt  and  not  be  griev’d. 
But  in  cafe  one  loves  with  a mod  tender,  a moft  perfeCl 
paftion ; if  what  one  loves  fo  dearly  happens  to  be  loft  by 
a moft  cruel  dea  h,  or  the  blackeft  treachery  ; what  can 
poftibly  ftop  the  tranfports  and  tears,  which  thefe  dread- 
ful fhocks  muft  neceflarily  excite  ? A devouring  flame 
does  not  fly  fwifter,  or  prove  more  fatal.  Iwasfenfible 
that  philofophy  might  poftibly  have  preferv’d  me  from 
the  cxcefles  of  love  and  friendfhip;  but  having  once 
open’d  my  heart  to  thofe  two  paftions,  I faw  plainly, 
that  all  their  effeCfo  were  as  neceflary;  and  that  misfor- 
tunes, whofe  ftrength  was  founded  in  thofe  two  caufes, 
were  above  the  power  of  philolophy. 

The  fecond  method  which  philofophy  might  fuggeft 
to  eafe  my  fcrrow,  was,  to  endue  me  with  as  much- 
ftrength  to  fupport  my  misfortunes,  as  they  had  em- 
ploy’d in  making  me  feel  the  weight  of  them.  Lovely 
idea!  alas!  fince  it  delights  my  rational  faculties,  why 
does  it  not  alfo  work  on  my  heart  ? Experience,  more 
powerful  than  all  arguments,  inform’d  me  continually 
that  the  foul  is  not  to  expeCfany  fuccouv  from  its  ideas, 
when  thefe  interfere  with  its  fenfations.  1 did  not  even 
think  it  poflible  to  image  to  mylelf  a new  fituation  of 
my  foul,  in  which  it  could  be  lefs  difturb’d.  An  increafe 
of  ftrength  and  knowledge  muft  neceflarily  heighten  my 
anguifh,  fince  thefe  would  have  made  me  more  lufceptible 
of  their  impreflions. 

Finally,  the  third  method  was  to  divert  infenfibly  the 
principal  caufes  of  my  forrow  5 and  to  impofe,  as  it  were* 

upon 


Mr.  Cleveland.  13 9 

upon  my  foul,  by  accufloming  it  infenfibly  to  employ 
itfelf  on  another  objedl.  1 at  firfl  look’d  upon  this  kind 
of  cureas  wanton  and  frivolous ; and  therefore  rejedfed  it 
fooner  than  I had  done  the  two  former.  I neverthclefs  came 
back  to  this,  as  being  the  mod  folid,  when  I conlider’d  it 
was  the  only  one  which  was  feafible.  ’Tis  certain,  fays 
I,  my  misfortunes  are  of  fuch  a nature,  that  they  mufb 
necellai  ily  affedl  my  mind,  fo  long  as  it  continues  to  me- 
ditate on  them.  Nor  is  it  lefs  fure,  that  my  foul  cannot 
acquire  flrength  enough  to  refill  this  fenfation . cither  from 
herfclf  or  from  philofophy  } and  confequently,  that  fhe 
muft  lay  afide  all  hopes  of  eafe  and  happinefs,  fo  long  as 
flte  continues  to  entertain  it.  But  why  may  I not  hope, 
that  (lie  may  fix  on  another  objedt,  which  may  infenfibly 
divert  her  t o another  fenfation  ? So  great  a change  as  this, 
cannot  undoubtedly  be  wrought  in  an  inrtant  5 but  ’tis  plain 
it  may  be  brought  about  by  flow  degrees.  Yes,  fays  I, 
this  is  a fcrvice  philofophy  only  is  capable  of  doing  me, 
or  that  I will  expedlfrom  her.  I was.  perhaps,  on  the 
point  of  condemning  her  unjuflly.  What  1,  indeed,  re- 
quir’d of  her  is  really  impoffible,  becaufe  it  is  contrary 
to  nature}  but  then,  what  philofophy  offers  me  here  is 
vaflly  reafonable : fhe  may  gain  a complete  afeendant 
over  my  mind,  by  filling  it  infenfibly  with  thofe  fublime 
truths  which  fhe  will  propofe  to  its  confideration } the 
heart,  all  whole  impulfes  are  blind,  turns  itfelf  infallibly 
towards  the  objedts  of  the  mind.  Mine  will  therefore 
be  eafy,  when  l fhall  be  employ’d  in  a peaceable  medi- 
tation; and  by  this  means,  I fhall  attain  quiet,  felicity 
and  wifdom. 

This  refledlion  reconcil’d  me  for  fome  moments  to 
philofophy.  I flatter’d  myfelf  that  fhe  would  produce 
a wifh’d  for  effedl  on  me,  at  leafl  for  the  future  ; and  I 
pafi,  from  this  hope,  to  the  following  refledlion,  'viz. 
that’twas  undoubtedly  in  this  fenfe  we  are  to  explain  the 
elogiums  which  have  been  given  her  in  all  ages } and 
the  power  which  has  been  aferih’d  to  her  of  healing 
the  difeafes  of  the  foul.  But  heaven,  which  had  furer 
remedies,  and  fuch  as  were  better  adapted  to  my  evils  in 
(lore,  permitted  this  thought  to  be  attended  with  a new 
refledlion,  which  plung’d  me  afrefh  into  my  uncertain- 
ties } and  made  me  conceive  as  unfavourable  an  idea  of 
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philofophy  as  I had  ever  done.  She  will  then,  fays  I,  1 
cure  me  by  diverting  my  attention  from  my  forrows. 
But  in  cafe  this  be  all  the  power  fhe  has  over  our  fouls,  j 
refumed  I on  a fudden,  in  what  does  her  particular  ad- 
vantage coniift  ? I don’t  perceive  anything  in  this  efledfc 
that  is  peculiar  to  her  felt  5 or  which  may  not  be  juftly  . 
expedted  from  the  moft  trite  and  common  fciences.  Why 
do  I fay  fciences  ? Every  empty  and  trifling  occupation 
muft  produce  it  much  more  infallibly ; for  the  reprefen-  j 
tation  of  a comedy,  for  inftancej  an  harmonious  con-  ! 
cert  of  mufick ; a party  of  hunting,  or  an  entertainment ; 
in  a word,  whatever  can  be  capable  of  making  a ftrong 
impreflion  on  the  fenfes  will  attradb  my  mind  more  pow- 
erfully than  dry  and  ungrateful  fpeculations,  which  alone, 
have  not  the  power  of  affedbing  my  heart.  The  fo 
much  boafted  virtue  of  philofophy,  and  the  fovereign  , 
empire  which  it  is  faid  to  have  over  the  paflions,  is,  faid 
I,  in  a kind  of  paflion.  then  reduc’d  only  to  this ! Impo- 
tent phantom,  which  I have  too  long  rever’d  ; and  in 
which  I had  fo  foolifhly  plac’d  all  my  confidence ! No, , 
no,  lays  I,  I will  no  longer  be  the  fport  of  vain,  fenfelefs 
wifdom.  In  cafe  I had  reafon  to  be  perfuaded  that  heaven 
is  fo  gracious  as  to  indulge  a remedy  for  the  maladies  of 
the  foul  j I fhould  alfo  have  confidered,  that  this  cannot  be 
fuch  a weak  and  empty  remedy,  as  is  unable  to  operate  a- 
lone.  I require  one  which  will  heal  infallibly ; and  fince 
philofophy  is  incapable  of  this,  I therefore  fufpedt  its  effi- 
cacy, and  (hall  henceforwards  not  defire  its  affiftance. 

I fhould  have  gain’d  a confiderable  advantage,  in  thus 
difcovering  the  weaknefs  of  all  philofophical  fpeculations, 
had  I,  at  the  fame  time,  found  any  thing  more  folid  to 
ground  my  hopes  upon.  But  then,  tho’  I rejedbed  a faith- 
lefs  fupport,  I did  not  find  either  my  perplexity  or  for- 
rows dimini fh.  So  far  from  it,  they  were  to  increafej 
becaufe,  as  I had  nothing  to  fubftitute  in  the  place  of  the 
phantom  which  I had  deftroy’d,  I remain’d,  in  fome  mea- 
sure, more  naked  and  defencelefs.  And,  indeed,  I was, 
for  feveral  days  after,  inexpreflibly  dejedbed.  Every  thing 
was  troublefome,  andfeem’d  to  confpire  to  heighten  my 
uneafinefs..  The  authors  which  I had  hitherto  idoliz’d, 
now  becatfie  odious  and  infupportable.  I confider’d  them 
asfo  many  impoftors,  who  had  feduc’d  me  with  falfe  pro- 
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mifes,  and  abandon’d  me  cruelly  in  my  diftrefs.  I now 
kept  away  from  my  ftudy,  purpofcly  that  I might  fhun 
their  prefence ; imagining,  that  when  I was  in  the  midft 
of  my  library,  I was  furrounded  with  a multitude  of  falfe 
friends.  I could  not  bear  to  hear  Plato  or  Seneca,  nam’d 
before  me,  and  more  than  once  reiolv’d  to  burn  their 
works.  All  I did  for  feven  or  eight  days,  was  to  walk 
folitarily  up  and  down  a pretty  large  garden  belonging  to 
my  houfej  where  I was  plung’d  in  an  abyfs  of  fatal  and 
gloomy  meditations.  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  ftfter-in-law 
were  very  uneafy,  left  I fhould  have  a fit  of  ficknefs, 
and  watch’d  all  my  fteps ; but  I told  them  at  once,  that 
their  follicitude  was  painful  to  me,  and  abfolutely  de- 
fil’d them  not  to  interrupt  my  deep  contemplation. 

There  are  few  people,  who,  were  they  to  relate  fuch 
an  adventure  as  the  following,  but  would  think  them- 
felves  oblig’d,  for  reputation  fake,  to  difguife  fomecir- 
cumftances  of  it.  As  for  myfelf,  having  always  been 
of  opinion,  that  the  principle  upon  which  we  proceed, 
makes  an  attion  good  or  bad,  and  confequently  that  the 
motive  only  can  make  it  difhonourable  ; I therefore  am 
not  afham’d  to  give  a genuine  account  of  myfelf,  and 
to  make  an  ingenuous  confeflion  of  my  faults  in  a pub- 
lick  manner.  ’Tis  enough  that  I can  give  this  honour- 
able teftimony  of  myfelf,  viz,,  that  my  heart  was  ever 
inclin’d  to  follow  the  infpirations  of  virtue  and  wifdom  j 
and  that  tho’  it  has  fometimes  been  miftaken  in  itsobjett, 
its  intentions  were  always  juft  and  honourable. 

So  far  from  meeting  with  the  comfort  which  I ex- 
petted  the  folitude  of  my  garden  would  adminifter,  the 
melancholy  reflettions  I there  made  heighten’d  my  af- 
flittion  in  fuch  a manner,  that  I loon  was  feiz’d  with 
a dreadful  and  moft  dangerous  difeafe.  1 cannot  give 
the  reader  a ftronger  idea  of  it,  than  by  calling  it  an  invin- 
cible hatred  to  life.  ’Tis  a kind  of  delirious  frenzy,  which 
is  found  to  rage  more  among  my  countrymen,  the 
Engliflj,  than  the  reft  of  the  Europeans.  But  hnce  this  dif- 
eaieis  look’d  upon  as  almoft  peculiar  to  our  nation,  ’tis 
furpriftng  that  it  fhould  have  had  fuch  violent  Effetts 
upon  me,  I having  fpent  fo  many  years  in  foreign  coun- 
tries ; and  as  I was  at  that  time  in  France , which  boafts 
fo  pure  an  air,  that  my  countrymen  fly  to  it  for  refuge, 
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againft  that  gloomy  difpofition  of  the  foul.  ’Twouldbe 
a difficult  matter  for  metodefcribethefeveral  gradations 
I went  through,  which  at  laft  brought  me  to  the  utmoft 
excefs  of  folly  and  blindnefs : but  a circumftance  which 
will  appear  incredible  to  my  readers,  is,  that  I look’d 
for  fome  days,  upon  my  furious  traniports,  as  the  effedt 
of  thehigheft  wifdom ; and  1 don’t  think  that  I ever,  in 
my  life,  form’d  more  methodical  arguments,  than  thofe 
which  hurried  me  to  the  brink  of  the  moll  dreadful  pre- 
cipice. 

’Twas  the  third  day  after  I had  thrown  my  books  aflde, 
that  I obferv’d  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  above- 
mention’d  *.  thefe  were  fo  furious,  that  had  I had  a 
dagger  in  my  hand,  I fhould,  in  my  tranfports,  have 
plung’d  it  into  my  heart.  However,  as  there  was  fud- 
denly  a ftrange  revolution  in  my  inward  faculties,  I foon 
perceiv’d  that  I was  unaccountably  changed.  This  reflec- 
tion making  me  more  attentive,  I immediately  difcover’d, 
but  after  a blind  and  involuntary  manner,  the  ftate  of  my 
foul.  But  a furpi  izing  circumftance  is,  that  I was  not  any 
way  uneafy  upon  that  account.  My  diforder’d  brain  had 
already  deprav’d  my  reafon.  1 inftantly  made  the  idea  of 
death  familiar  to  me,  and  was  aftonifh’d  only  that  I had  lo 
long  delay’d  the  refolution  of  putting  an  end  to  my  life  $ 
a refolution,  methought,  equally  happy  and  neceflary. 
I have  fought,  fays  i,  for  a remedy  to  heal  the  difeafe  of 
the  foul,  and  have  now  difcover’d  it.  ’Tis  Ample,  ’tis 
fhort,  and  perfectly  well  adapted  to  my  evils.  How  blind 
was  I not  to  have  difcover’d  it  before?  Yes,  fays  I,  its 
feveral  charadterifticks  are  a proof  of  its  excellence.  ’Tis 
eafy,  ’tis  prefent  to  all  the  wretched  ; its  effedts  are  cer- 
tain, and  every  thing  but  this  appears  diftafteful  and  bit- 
ter. How  many  gates  open  themfelves  which  lead  to 
death  ? All  I have  to  do,  is  to  chufe  the  fhorteft  and  fafeft 
way. 

My  memory  did  not  fail  to  fuggeft  a great  number  of 
examples,  which  ftrengthened  my  refolution.  I confl- 
der’d  that  the  greateft  men  had  made  this  their  refuge,  to 
rid  themfelves  of  all  their  evils.  Will  any  one  fay  that 
this  was  owing  to  a want  of  wifdom  and  virtue  in  Cato , of 
fenfe  in  Dzmoflbems , or  of  courage  in  Mithr  'ulates  and 
Mark  Anthony?  ’Tis  therefore  certain,  fays  I,  that  cou- 
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rage,  good  fenfe,  virtue,  and  wifdom,  arc  not  incom- 
patible with  a voluntary  death.  Now,  a thing  which 
luits  fo  well  with  the  rood  noble  qualities  of  the  foul,  all 
which  are  the  gift  of  heaven,  cannot  bean  evil,  but  mull: 
even  be  a virtue.  And  indeed,  does  not  reafon  prompt  us 
to  wifh  for  death  ? The  mod  unruffled,  the  mod  happy 
foul,  mud  neceffarily  groan  at  its  captivity  in  the  body. 
This  is  a heavy  and  obfeure  ftate,  which  ilie  fhould  pant 
to  fee  ended . The  bonds  which  enthral  her  are  hard,  mor- 
tifying, unjuft  and  unnatural ; how  ardently  therefore 
fhould  flie  defire  to  break  them  ? 

Altho’  the  refolution  which  I took  of  dying  increas’d 
daily  in  me  ; and  that  I did  not  perceive  any  thing  in  this 
which  interfered  with  reafon,  I neverthelefs  had  flrength 
enough  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  it  for  fome  days. 
This  delay  was  grounded  on  a motive  different  from 
what  might  be  imagin’d.  I had  no  other  view,  but  to 
juftify , by  new  reflexions,  this  ftrange  aXion  to  my  own 
mind  ; and  to  convince  my  felf  more  and  more,  that  it 
would  not  be  condemn’d  by  heaven.  However,  itcoftme 
the  m oft  violent  ftruggles.  before  Icouldprevail  with  my 
felf  to  defer  it.  Every  inftant  which  I added  to  my  life, 
feem’dto  me  a theft,  with  regard  to  my  peace  and  happi- 
nefs.  1 fpent  four  whole  days  in  re-examining  the  argu- 
ments which  fhould  prompt  me  to  make  choice  of  death  j 
and  I did  not  find  but  they  were  as  firong  as  at  firft.  The 
only  objeXion  which  ftopt  meffor  fome  time  was  the  fol- 
lowing : my  foul,  fays  I,  is  impvifon’d  in  a:  body  by  the 
will  and  ordinance  of  the  fupreme  Being}  and  there  muff 
certainly  be  fome  reafon  why  he  keeps  her  in  that  capti- 
vity. 1 cannot  comprehend  the  myftery  of  his  impene- 
trable views } but  then  I am  fure,  he  cannot  guide  him- 
felf  by  any  rules  but  thofe  of  infinite  iuftice  and  wifdom. 
I therefore  am  bound  to  revere  them,  even  tho’  I am  in 
the  dark  as  to  that  matter.  He  has  mark’d  out  the  length 
of  my  days,  confequently  to  fhorten  them,  would  be  to 
violate  his  laws.  Yes,  anfwer’d  I,  after  a long%ieditation, 
I undoubtedly  violate  them,  in  cafe  I am  as  fully  perfuaded 
of  their  ex  iflence,  as  that  he  h;mfelf  iubmitted  to  them  ; 
but  in  cafe  he  fhould  have  chang’d  them  ; or  at  leaft  inter- 
prets them  in  a different  manner,  with  refpeX  to  me,  then 
from  the  generality  of  mankind,  ought  not  1 to  obey  his 
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laft  will  as  implicitly  as  his  firft  ? As  he  has  fuffer'd  me  to 
fall  into  the  extremes  of  grief  and  mifery,  he  confequently 
has  excepted  me  from  the  number  of  thofe,  whom  he 
fentences  to  live  a long  courfe  of  years.  ’Tis  morally  im-  ! 
poffible,  as  he  is  a Being,  whofe  effence  is  infinite  good-  i 
nefs,  that  he  fhould  delight  to  fee  me  lead  a life  of  mifery  j 
and  even  the  excefs  of  my  pangs  is  a manifeft  proof  that  j 
he  permits  me  to  die. 

After  this  conclufion,  all  that  now  remain'd  for  me, 
was  to  make  choice  of  the  kind  of  death,  and  appoint  the  j 
moment  when  I fhould  lay  the  burthen  down . Thefe  two  j 
circumftances  threw  me  into  fome  little  perplexity.  At  laft, 

I refolv’d  a fword  fhould  do  my  bufmefs,  and  not  to  delay  j 
putting  my  defign  in  execution  any  longer  than  that  noon. 
There  were  feveral  long  alleys  or  walks  in  the  garden, 
which  lay  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  thehoufei  one  i 
of  thefe  I made  choice  of  as  beft  fuitingmy  purpofe.  A ; 
little  fummer-houfe,  which  was  in  the  moft  remote  cor-  I 
nerof  it,  was  to  be  the  fcene  of  this  bloody  action.  I 
firft  look  d carefully  round  me,  in  order  to  fee  whether  I 
I could  kill  myfelf  unperceiv’d  by  any  one  ; and  took  all  j 
thefe  precautions  with  furprifing  coolnefs.  I was  not  1 
fenfible  of  the  leaft  trouble  or  uneafinefsj  my  deep  for-  I 
row  being  fufpended,  as  it  were,  by  an  anticipated  effedh  j 
of  my  refolution.  As  it  had  but  a fhort  time  to  laft,  its  j 
fting  could  not  be  piercing.  When  a man  is  going  to  be 
refcued  from  a fevere  captivity,  he  reflects  but  very  little  S 
on  the  evils  he  has  fuffered,  and  the  chains  which  are  go- 
ing  to  fall  from  him ; he  then  thinks. of  nothing  but  the 
fweets  he  is  going  to  tafte,  in  a ftate  of  freedom  and  li- 
berty. 

Accordingly  I walk’d  back  towards  the  houfe,  in  the 
utmoft  compofure  of  mind  ; and  as  dinner  time  was  very 
near,  I thought  it  would  be  proper,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
fufpicion,  to  fit  once  more  at  table  with  my  family.  The 
two  ladies  obferv’d,  that  1 difeover’d  an  unufual  tranquil- 
lity of  mind  * and  hinting  this  to  me,  I anfwer’d  them  in 
fuch  a manner  as  confirm’d  their  opinion.  I left  them  as 
ufual,  and  taking  my  fword  out  of  my  bed-chamber,  I 
went  immediately  into  the  garden.  My  mind  ftill  en- 
joy’d a profound  calm,  and  I did  not  feel  the  leaft  inquie- 
tude', with  regard  to  the  life  to  come.  I could  not  find 

that 
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that  1 had  offended  heaven  in  any  thing ; and  how  oblcure 
loever  my  condition  might  be  after  death,  I yet  inferr’d  2 
kind  of  certainty,  from  the  general  ideas  I had  form’d  of 
the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  my  Creator,  that  nothing  un- 
happy could  beial  me,  in  the  ftate  into  which  I was  going 
to  enter.  I was  now  got  to  the  fummer-houfe,  when  I 
unfheath’d  my  fword,  and  view’d  a moment  the  point  of 
it  with  the  utmoft  attention.  I will  not  fcruple  to  own 
that  I was  leiz’dwith  a gentle  kind  of  horror,  if  I may- 
give  it  that  name,  all  over  me : but  this,  fo  far  from  me- 
riting the  name  of  fear,  infpir’d  me  with  a Toothing  re- 
flection, with  regard  to  the  happinefs  of  my  foul  j which 
was  then  going  to  wing  its  flight,  towards  the  regions 
of  blifs  and  glory.  I even  fmil’d  at  the  weaknefs  of  my 
body,  and  looking  upon  myfelf  with  difdain ; thy  reign 
fays  I,  is  at  an  end ; return  now  to  thy  primitive  dull: : If 
I want  thy.afliftance  for  a moment  more,  ’tis  only  to 
make  thee  thyfelf  contribute  to  our  eternal  reparation. 
Omnipotent  Being,  to  whom  I owe  my  origin,  added  I, 
fhutting  my  eyes  at  the  fame  time,  and  Itruggling,  as  it 
were,  to  turn  them  inwards ; take  pity  on  thy  creature, 
and  diredt  my  fteps  in  the  darknefs  whither  I am  going. 
Thou  filled  all  places,  and  therefore  my  foul  cannot  fail 
of  being  receiv’d  into  thy  bofom. 

My  arm  was  up-lifted,  and  ’tis  certain  there  was  now 
but  a moment’s  interval  between  life  and  death.  Heaven  ! 
by  what  miracle  didft  thou  with- hold  the  point  of  my 
fword,  which,  by  this  time,  was  to  have  pierced  my 
heart  ? A noife  which  1 heard  at  a little  diftance  from  the 
fummer-houfe,  ftopt  my  hand  on  a fudden,  and  made 
me  hide  my  fword  behind  me,  for  fear  of  being  perceiv’d. 
The  noife  I heard  was  made  by  my  children.  Mrs.  Lal- 
ii»  and  my  filter-in-law,  having  obferv’d  me  to  be  more 
than  ordinary  eafy  at  dinner,  had  fent  them  after  me  5 in 
order  that  their  pretty  prattle  and  tender  fondling  might 
increafe  my  tranquillity.  They  came  up  to  me,  and  af- 
ter hugging  me  in  the  molt  affectionate  manner,  they 
took  hold  of  my  hands,  and  at  the  fame  time  putfeveral 
childifh  and  innocent  queftions  to  me.  I let  them  alone 
for  a little  time,  and  continu’d  in  a kind  of  inactivity, 
the  effect  of  my  uncertainty  and  furprize.  However,  as 
they  continu’d  tocarefs,  and  put  their  little,  fimplequef- 
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tions  to  me,  I began  to  attend  to  them  ; and  gaz’d  upon 
them  for  Tome  time,  with  that  tender  complacency, 
which  nature  is  fo  apt  to  awake  in  the  heart  of  a parent. 
The  eldefl  was  not  eight  years  of  age,  and  both  of  ’em 
poflefs’d  the  mod  amiable  graces  of  infancy.  They  are 
going  to  ruin  me,  fays  1 to  myfelf ; after  my  death  they 
wiilbefriendlefsand  undone;  abandon’d  by  an  unnatural 
mother,  and  bereav’d  of  their  unhappy  father.  What 
will  become  of  them  ? My  filler  in-law  and  Mrs.  Lallin 
have  hitherto  behav’d  with  the  utmofl  tendernefs  to- 
wards them,  but  who  knows  whether  they’ll  continue 
to  do  fo  after  I am  gone?  Willabare  impulfe  of  friend- 
fhip  infpire  them  with  humanity,  fince  their  mother  was 
never  fenfible  to  that?  Heaven!  why  didfl  thou  permit 
me  to  be  the  fecond  caufe  of  their  coming  into  the 
world?  Isnotfuchan  unfortunate  wretch  as  I,  a kind  of 
monflerin  fociety  ? How  can  it  be  confiflent  with  thy 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  to  fuller  a race  like  this  to  be  per- 
petuated ? 

Thefe  reflections,  added  to  the  black  poifon  which 
flow’d  in  my  veins  and  infeCled  my  foul,  led  me  infenfl- 
bly  to  one  of  the  mofl  fhocking  refolutions  that  ever  en- 
ter’d the  human  mind  ; and  what  will  undoubtedly  ap- 
pear incredible,  is,  that  in  the  feries  of  reflections 
which  I continued  flill  to  make,  every  conclufion  I drew, 
appear’d  to  me  to  tend  manifeflly  to  the  mofl  juft  and 
rational  principles.  I have,  fays  I,  taken  a refolution  of 
dying,  in  order  to  put  a period  to  a life,  which  is  too  un- 
happy-to  be  borne  with  patience,  lam  convinc’d,  that 
the  Creator  not  only  approves  my  refolution,  but  that 
he  himfelf  infpires  me  with  it.  Now  if  I may  be  al- 
low’d to  kill  myfelf,  in  order  to  put  a period  to  evils 
which  are  incurable;  fhall  I not  be  permitted  to  do  the 
fame,  to  prevent  inevitable  ones  ? Let  me  fuppofe  but 
for  a moment,  that  I happen  to  be  only  in  tlfe  latter  cir- ! 
cumflance,  that  is,  threatned  with  a numberlefs  multi- 
tude of  dreadful  and  infallible  evils  : ’tis  manifeft,  that  1 
may  do  as  much  this  inflant  to  rid  myfelf  of  a prefent ; 
evil,  as  I may  do  hereafter  to  fecure  myfelf  from  a fu- 
ture one.  This  is  the  very  cafe  of  my  children.  They 
are  born  to  the  fame  fad  misfortunes  as  myfelf;  their  fate 
is  but  too  manifeft.  Had  they  nothing  to  dread  but  the 
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rontagion  of  my  unhappinefs,  they  mu  ft  naturally  ex- 
pert a life  of  wretchednefs  and  mifery.  What  better  of- 
fice can  I therefore  do  them,  than  to  prevent  their  en- 
Tance  into  a feries  of  misfortunes,  by  difpatchingthem 
this  inftant?  We  then  fhall  all  be  wafredto  a happy  regi- 
on. They’ll  die  with  their  father.  In  cafe  I confider 
death  as  a felicity,  why  do  I delay  to  let  my  children  fliare 
it  with  me? 

Having  ended  thefe  arguments,  I took  them  both  up 
in  my  arms,  being  ftiil  feated,  and  hanging  down  my 
head  between  them  both,  I join’d  both  their  cheeks  to 
mine.  I now  a£ted  without  reflection,  and  by  mere  in- 
ftinfl.  I continu’d  for  fome  time  in  this  pofture,  my 
mind  being  ftiil  roving  and  unfix’d ; and  without  daring 
once  to  attempt  to  execute  the  bloody  refolution  I had 
form’d.  My  heart,  which  an  inftant  before  I found  fo 
free  and  unruffled,  was  fuddenly  opprefs’d  with  an  unufu- 
al  weight } and  by  an  effect  of  this  change,  which  I did 
not  yet  perceive,  tears  gufh’d,  by  intervals,  from  my 
eyes.  However,  when  I confider’d  my  uncertainty  I 
look'd  upon  it  as  a weaknefs ; and  thereupon  rofe  up  on  a 
fudden.  ’Tis  done,  fays  I ; I’ll  die,  and  they  fhall  both 
accompany  me  in  death.  As  I am  their  parent,  confe- 
quently  ’tis  incumbent  on  me  to  make  them  happy,  if 
poftible  j and  therefore  an  idle  pity  (hall  not  keep  me 
from  indulging  them  the  only  felicity  I am  capable  of 
bellowing.  The  confufion  in  which  I (poke  thefe  words 
was  fo  great,  as  prevented  me  from  confidering,  that  they 
had  fenfe  enough  to  underftand  the  meaning  of  them ; fo 
that  feeing  my  drawn  fword  in  my  hand,  which,  as  was 
before  obferv’d,  I had  hid  behind  me,  they  left  the  fum- 
mer-houfe  in  the  utmoft  terror.  ’Tis  here  the  reader  will 
find  it  difficult  to  determine  which  was  moft  aftonifhing ; 
my  filly  and  obftinate  cruelty , or  the  refpedl  and  fubmiffion 
of  my  poor  children.  Exafperated  to  fee  them  run  from 
from  me,  I call’d  them  with  a threatning  tone  of  voice  * 
when  thofe  /earful  and  innocent  vi£lims,  accuftom’d  to 
obey,  even  the  moft  infignificant  of  my  commands,  im- 
mediately return’d  back.  They  cried  all  the  way,  and 
flopping  at  the  door,  fell  on  their  knees,  as  tho’  they 
begg’d  me  to  fpare  their  lives,  which  they  faw  but  too 
manifeftly  I intended  to  bereave  them  of.  This  fight 
llruck  me  at  once ; and  I will  confefs  that  it  touch’d  the 
G a moft 
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moft  intimate  receffes  of  my  heart.  ’Tis  impoflible  for 
the  highefl  wifdom,  or  the  raoft  flupid  folly,  to  refill  the 
lenfations  of  nature.  My  fword  dropt  from  my  hand  j 
and  fo  far  from  refolving  any  longer  to  murthermy  dear  j 
children,  I found  that  I could  have  facrificed  a thoufand 
lives  to  fave  theirs.  This  laft  impulfe  was  fo  delightful,  I 
that  I abandon'd  myfelf  intirely  to  it.  Come,  fays  1 
1,  dear  unfortunate  babes,  holding  out  my  arms  with 
the  utmofl  tendernefs;  come,  and  embrace  your  unhap-  j 
py  father ; come  hither,  and  don’t  be  afraid.  My  fenfes 
were  in  fuch  diforder,  that  it  had  chang’d  the  tone  of  my 
voice,  and  I endeavour’d  in  vain  to  flop  my  fall-flowing  i 
tears.  They  came  up,  when  I clafp’d  them  to  my  bofom,  i 
in  the  utmofl  tranfports  of  joy,  which  fupprefs’d  all  their  \ 
fears.  The  youngeft,  whofe  name  was  Thomas,  and  i 
who  was  my  darling,  enquir’d  of  me,  with  the  fimplicity  , 
of  a child  of  his  age,  why  I defign’d  to  kill  him?  This 
queflion  being  ask’d,  in  a tender  and  fearful  tone  of  voice,  : 
pierc’d  my  heart.  I anfwer’d  him  no  otherwife  than  by  : 
embracing  him  afrefh;  and  all  I could  do  for  fome  mo- 
ments, was  to  figh,  and  fhed  tears. 

Neverthelefs,  as  my  imagination  had  been  fill’d  for  fe-  : 
veral  days,  with  the  defign  I had  form’d,  and  the  prepa-  ' 
rations  I had  made  to  dilpatch  myfelf  $ notwithflandirtg  i 
fo  great  a change  was  now  wrought  in  me,  it  yet  was 
fcarce  poflible  for  thofe  dreadful  ideas  of  death  to  vanifh 
fo  very  foon,  and  be  quite  eras’d.  I was  fenfible  of  the 
danger  I was  in,  in  cafe  they  fhould  again  prefent  them- 
felves  to  my  imagination  with  their  former  violence . 
and  therefore,  being  refolv’d  that  my  children,  at  leafl 
lhould  be  out  of  danger,  I order’d  them  to  go  back  intc 
thehoufe.  They  obey’d  inflantly,  without  faying  on< 
word. 

Being  thus  left  alone,  I recollected  the  pafl  incidents 
but  was  at  firfl  in  doubt,  whether  I ought  to  thank  heaven 
as  tho’  it  had  herein  indulg’d  me  a favour ; or  reproacl 
myfelf  for  it  as  a weaknefs.  In  cafe  I fuppos’d,  that  juf 
and  folid  arguments  had  brought  me  to  a refolution  of  dy 
ing ; there  was  no  doubt  but  the  oppofite  fenfatior 
which  had  prompted  the  execution  of  it,  both  upon  m 
children  and  myleTf,  argued  a weaknefs  of  mind..  Bu 
*hen,  in  cale  the  old  principle  of  my  mother’s  philofophj 
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•uit.  that  all  the  impulfes  of  nature  are  juft,  and  confident 
with  order  and  regularity  ; if  this  principle,  I fay,  facred 
to  her  memory,  by  which  I hadfo  often  fquar’d  my  con- 
duct, was  as  )uft  as  it  always  appear’d  to  be;  what  idea 
ought  I to  entertain  of  my  la  ft  arguments ; fince  they  op- 
pos’d diredtly  the  moft  neceffary,  and  ftrongeft  impulfes 
of  nature  ? There  was  no  medium  in  this  cafe ; for 
either  I muft  acknowledge  that  reafon  had  impos’d  upon 
me,  in  thus  prompting  me  to  commit  an  adtion  which 
was  fhocking  to  nature;  or  that  the  infpirations  of  the 
latter  were  unjuft,  and  clafh’d  with  order  and  regula- 
rity, in  cafe  they  were  repugnant  to  reafon,  which  is 
itfelf  the  ftandavd  of  regularity.  To  what  fide  foever 
I might  turn  the  fcale,  this  could  not  be  done  till  after 
a long  examination ; and  fuch  an  enquiry  was  too  im- 
portant and  too  delicate  to  be  the  work  of  a moment. 

1 therefore  put  off  the  confideration  of  this  obfeure  pro- 
blem, which  was  to  decide  whether  I fhould  live  or 
die.  But  tho’  my  only  view  in  this  delay,  was,  to  pre- 
vent my  undertaking  any  thing  with  a rafhnefs  which 
prudence  might  afterwards  condemn  ; I eafily  perceiv’d, 
that  fome  change  was  wrought  in  mydifpolition.  Whe- 
ther it  were,  that  the  black  melancholy  which  hadfeiz’d 
me,  began  to  difpel  of  itfelf,  or  that  a paternal  tender- 
nefs  had  occafioned  a ftrong  revolution  in  my  fpirits  ; I 
perceiv’d,  that  I did  not  fo  ardently  wifh  to  die  as  I had 
done  before. 

But  had  my  defire  in  that  refpedtbeen  more  urgent,  it 
yet  would  have  been  impofiible  for  me  to  have  fatisfied  it 
that  day.  The  children  were  gone  back  into  the  houfe, 
as  I had  ordered  them.  Terror  had  been  fo  ftrongly  paint- 
ed in  their  countenances,  that  it  was  impofiible  but  the 
two  ladies  muft  perceive  it.  They  had  enquir’d  into  the 
reafons  of  it ; and  tho’  the  children  would  not  tell  them  the 
truth  of  the  affair  (which  they  had  the  diferetion  to  hide, 
but  upon  what  motive  I know  not)  they  yet  difeover’d 
enough  to  make  them  very  uneafy.  Their  affedtion  for 
me  made  them  haften  into  the  garden.  I heard  them  com- 
ing down  the  walk ; and  not  doubting  but  the  ftrange 
ftory  the  children  had  told  them,  had  brought  them  thi- 
ther; I thought  with  fomeconfufion,  on  the  part  I was 
going  to  act.  However,  I had  time  enough  to  hide  my 
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fword  before  they  came  into  the  fummer-houfe.  Being 
come  in,  I waited  for  their  fpeaking.  They  gave  me  the 
moft  obliging  marks  of  their  uneafinefs  upon  my  account}  j 
but  I found  they  were  intirely  in  the  dark,  as  to  my  late 
horrid  defign ; and  I endeavoured  to  put  on  a chearful-  ! 
nefs,  which  might  remove  every  fufpicion  of  that  kind.  ; 
This  was  never  known  but  to  my  children,  who  could 
never  eraze  the  remembrance  of  it  from  their  minds ; 
and  to  the  lord  Clarendon,  who  being  my  faft  friend,  I did 
not  fcruple  to  acquaint  him  with  it  j fo  that  I here  reveal 
to  the  publick  one  of  my  moft  intimate  fecrets. 

However,  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  fifter-in-law,  who  had 
an  eye  upon  all  my  fteps,  and  too  much  fenfe  to  be  im- 
pos’d upon  by  appearances,  would  not  wholly  tvuft  to 
the  ferenity  of  countenance  which  I had  aflum’d  before 
them.  Tho’  they  could  not  hit  upon  the  very  thing,  they 
yet  judg’d  withreafon  thatfomething  extraordinary  muft 
have  happen’d ; and  being  very  defirous  of  preventing, 
what  their  friend fh ip  for  me  made  them  apprehenfiveof ; 
they  agreed  to  find  out  fome  recreations  for  me,  which  I 
till  then  had  abfolutely  refus’d  to  take.  Saumur  abound- 
ed with  perfons  of  merit  and  learning.  They  directed 
themfelvesto  the  moft  eminent  of  thefe  } and  acquaint- 
ing them  how  much  I flood  in  need  of  confolation,  they 
engag’d  them  to  vifit  me  frequently.  But  as  they  fear’d  I 
would  refufe  to  accept  of  this  remedy,  in  cafe  I happen’d 
to  know  that  they  had  procur’d  it  for  me;  they  agreed 
with  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  be  my  vifitants,  ho\& 
they  fhould  adl,  in  order  that  1 might  approve  of  the  mo- 
tive of  their  vifits. 

The  firft  who  did  me  that  honour,  was  one  of  the  prin- 
(f  \ cipal  miniftersof  the  proteftant  churches  in  Trance.  My 
' ' * Servant,  who  had  been  inftru£led  by  the  two  ladies,  came 

? ^ $ f and  told  me,  that  a perfon  of  great  diftindlion  defil  ’d  very 
earneftly  to  fpeak  with  me,  upon  bufinefs  of  the  higheft 
. ’ importance.  I was  difpleas’d  at  firft  with  his  importuni- 

; > * * ^ ty;  however,  I thought  myfelf  oblig’d  to  fee  him,  and 
accordingly  he  was  introduc’d.  He  had  a grave  afpe<ft, 
when  immediately  he  acquainted  me  with  the  delign  of  his 
vifit ; faying,  that  having  heard  I had  been  for  fome  time 
in  Saumur,  and  had  a great  fhare  in  the  king  of  England's 
favour}  he  therefore  thought  he  might  addrefs  me  with 
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confidence, in  order  to  intereft  me  in  the  fupport  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  which,  he  laid,  was  now,  more  than  ever, 
in  want  ora  powerful  protedfor.  Our  religion  is,  fays  he, 
at  this  time,  threaten’d  with  fo  dreadful  a blow  in  France , 
that  ’tis  on  the  brink  of  deftru&ion.  The  hatred  which 
the  clergy  bear  us,  breaks  out  upon  a thoufand  occalions. 
We  are  inform’d  by  perfons  of  undoubted  veracity,  that 
they  arerefolv’d  to  have  all  our  privileges  abolifh’d  ; and 
being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fpirit  of  our  perfe- 
cutors,  we  expedt  every  moment  to  be  treated  with  the 
greateft  cruelty.  Poflibly  it  would  be  better  for  us  to 
avoid  the  ftorm  by  a voluntary  flight ; but  then  we  are  in 
doubt  whether  or  no  they  will  iufterus  to  fly.  Never- 
thclefs,  as  we  fhall  one  day  or  other  be  forc’d  to  attempt 
it,  we  think  it  proper  to  fix  betimes  upon  an  afylum ; ef- 
pcciallyupon  account  of  this  univerfity,  which  is  conli- 
der’d  by  us  as  the  center  of  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  fanc- 
tuary  ofour  holy  religion. 

Upon  this  the  doftor  let  me  more  particularly  into  his 
defign,  with  regard  to  England.  The  plan  he  laid  down 
was  fo  regular,  that  it  could  not  poflibly  have  been  the 
work  of  a moment : and  therefore  he  certainly  had  medi- 
tated upon  it,  before  the  two  ladies  had  entreated  him  to 
vilit  me.  What  he  principally  defir’d,  was,  to  obtain  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  a place  for  the  univerfity  of  Sau - 
mur  to  fettle  in,  and  he  thought  Winchefter  or  Southamp- 
ton the  moll  proper  for  that  purpofe.  We  there,  fays  he, 
*will  make  arts  and  fciences  flourifh.  So  great  a number 
of  my  countrymen,  who  would  certainly  leave  their  na- 
tive country  to  follow  us,  mull  neceflarily  increafe  the 
ftrength  and  riches  of  Great  Britain ; not  to  mention  that 
heaven  would  certainly  indulge  itsbleflings  to  an  eftablifli- 
ment  which  fhould  be  founded  wholly  on  piety  and  z,eal. 
* After  having  liften’d  to  him  a confiderable  time,  in  or- 
der that  I might  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  whole 
fcheme ; I told  him  ingenuoufly,  that  though  I had  ne- 
ver adher’d  to  the  proteftant  religion  in  particular ; and 
had  hitherto  confin’d  myfelf  wholly  to  that  of  nature, 
which  teaches  us  to  honour  God  as  the  only  fupreme  Be- 
ing, and  to  love  his  creatures  becaufe  they  were  form’d  by 
him ; yet  thefe  two  principles  alone  prompted  me  to  do 
all  the  fervice  that  lay  in  my  power  to  my  fellow  crea- 
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Purest  that  the  violence  and  injuftice  of  thofe  who  per- 
mute religion,  prompted  me  the  more  to  this,  as  I was 
perfuaded  that  mankind  ought  to  be  free,  at  leaft  in  what- 
ever relates  to  divine  worfhip;  and  confequently,  that 
nothing  can  be  more  unjuft  than  to  tyrannize  over  their 
confidences.  I added,  that  this  laft  reafon  had  made  me 
chufeto  live  in  Saumur , preferable  to  any  other  part  of 
France ; becaufe,  tho’ 1 was  not  diredtly  acquainted  with 
the  tenets  of  the  proteftant  religion,  I yet  had  heard  that 
one  of  them  was  not  to  force  any  perfon-,  and  to  confider 
that  worfhip*as  moft  agreeable  to  the  divine  Being, 
which  was  moft  fincere.  But,  fays  I,  ’tis  not  in  my 
power  to  aftift  you  in  what  is  defied  of  me  3 and  I am 
afraid  that  all  I can  do,  is  to  wifh  your  defign  may  meet 
with  fuccefs. 

This  anfwev  gave  the  dodtor  a double  advantage,  in 
the  defign  he  had  to  vifit  me,  by  way  of  adminiftring 
comfort : and  he  immediately  put  it  in  practice  with  fo 
much  civility  and  addrefs,  that  I did  not  once  fufpedt  he 
had  been  put  upon  it.  With  regard,  fays  he,  fir,  to  your 
power,  1 know  very  well  the  fervice  it  may  be  to  us,  tor 
don’t  imagine  that  you’re  altogether  unknown  in  this 
city.  We  have  heard  of  the  favour  which  his  Britifh 
majefty  fhewed  you  in  Roan  and  Bayonne 3 as  alfo  the  fer- 
vices  you  endeavour’d  to  do  him  in  the  Wefl-Indies.  If 
you’ll  permit  me  to  doubt  of  any  thing,  ’twould  be  ra- 
ther of  your  good  wi  flies  5 for  fince  you  own  you  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  principles  of  our  religion,  I can’t  fee 
any  circumftance  that  fhould  prompt  you  to  favour  us. 
Upon  this,  he  defir’d  I would  give  him  leave  to  vifit  me 
fometimes,  in  order  to  lay  down  the  fubftance  of  the  pro- 
teftant religion  3 and  thereby  engage  me  in  its  defence 
from  much  ftronger  motives,  than  the  general  ideas  of 
natural  equity  5 or  the  averfion  I might  entertain  against 
violence  and  perfecution. 

This  offer  put  me  into  a dilemma.  The  reader  has  al- 
ready feen,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  how  I ftood  af- 
fe«fted  with  regard  to  religion.  As  my  mother  had  taken 
particular  care,  to  preferve  me  from  prejudices  of  every 
kind  in  my  infancy,  I confequently  had  all  the  liberty  re- 
quifite  for  making  a difinterefted  choice,  when  I fhould 
come  to  years  of  difcretion.  But  this  very  liberty  I 
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had  of  chufing,  had  hitherto  kept  me  from  embracing 
any.  The  different  opinions  of  which  the  feveral  fedfs 
are  form’d,  had  ftruck  me  prodigioufly  ; and  having  con- 
fider’d  them  with  thecoolnefs  which  is  natural  to  unpre- 
judic’d minds ; I could  not  difcover  any  thing  at  firft 
fight,  which  fhould  engage  me  to  prefer  any  one  of  them 
to  all  the  reft.  The  arguments  I had  employ’d  on  that  oc- 
cafion  were  thefe.  Suppofe,  fays  I,  that  there  are  fifty 
lefts : now  there  is  not  one  of  thefe  but  condemns  all  the 
reft,  and  imagines  itfelf  only  to  be  in  the  right.  But  then* 
the  remaining  forty  nine,  which  aferibe  to  themfelves  the 
fame  prerogatives,  condemn  italfo.  In  cafe  I interrogate 
them  apart,  or  all  together,  I ftill  find  forty  nine  voices 
againft  one ; and  one  voice  only  in  its  favour,  and  that 
too  its  own.  Gonfequently  there  are  forty  nine  motives 
againft  one,  to  reieft  the  reft,  and  make  one  believe  them 
to  be  abfolutely  falfe.  However,  I’ll  fuppofe  that  forty 
nine  only  are  in  the  wrong,  which  I muft  neceflarily  do, 
in  cafe  one  is  certainly  in  the  right.  Now  am  I ever  the 
nearer  by  laying  down  this  hypothefis?  How  will  it  be 
pofTible  for  me  to  know,  which  of  them  is  in  poffefiion 
of  that  precious  treafure  truth  ? And  in  cafe,  after  having 
weigh’d  this  matter  deliberately,  I fhould  at  laft  fancy  I 
had  difeover’dfome  glimmerings  of  light  in  this  labyrinth 
of  opinions;  how  fhall  I be  able  to  depend  merely  upon 
my  own  judgment,  which  isto  be  my  only  guide  rather* 
than  on  the  forty  nine  teftimonies,  which  will  periift 
conftantly  in  declaring  that-  I am  in  the  wrong  ? ’Twill 
be  to  no  purpofe  to  anfwer,  that  on  fubjefts  of  fo  im- 
portant a nature  as  religion  is,  we  ought  to  fufpeft  every 
thing  which  does  not  exhibit  itfelf  clearly  to  the  mind; 
and  confequently,  that  an  inward  degree  of  certainty,  is 
equivalent  to  forty  nine  exterior  teftimonies;  this  an- 
fwer, I fay,  is  a very  weak  one ; for  religion  is  equally 
important  to  all  men  in  all  fefts;  and  I cannot  fuppoie 
withany  fhadow  ofreafon,  that  I am  the  only  perfon  in  : 
the  world,  who  is  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  his  foul, 
and  paffionately  fond  ot  truth. 

This  argument  had  prevented  me  from  embracing  the 
principles  of  any  particular  feft,  either  in  England,  Trance , 
or  the  Weft-Jndies ; and  I had  no  manner  of  inclination  to  > 
build  my  faith  upon  other  people’s  notions.  I neither 
G-  f badd 
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had  been  allow’d  time  or  opportunity  to  inftruCt  myfelf  in 
religious  matters  $ To  that  I had  always  fufpended  the 
confederation  of  them,  ’till  a proper  feafon  might  prefent 
itfelf.  Imuftadd,  that  phi lofophy  had  fuggefted  a reli- 
gion, which  agreed  exactly  with  what  I looked  upon  to 
bereafon.  This  I before  obferved  in  the  account  I gave 
of  my  government  in  the  Weft-Indies  ,•  and  the  fcheme  of 
religious  ceremonies  I there  drew  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  fa  - 
vages.  In  a word,  the  higheft  awe  and  veneration  for 
the  majefty  and  power  of  the  fupreme  Being ; the  utmoft 
gratitude  for  his  favours,  and  fubmiflion  to  his  will ; a 
great  integrity,  charity  and  temperance,  had  form’d  the 
effence  of  my  religion  ’till  I came  to  Saumur. 

The  minifter’s  propofal  threw  me  at  firft  into  a kind  of 
dilemma ; fo  that  I continued  filent  for  fome  time  before  I 
made  him  any  anfwer.  What  occafion,  fays  I to  myfelf, 
is  there  for  me  to  acquire  new  lights,  which  will  neither 
make  me  wifer,  nor  add  to  my  tranquility  ? As  I worfhip 
the  Creator  of  all  things  with  fincerity,  can  any  thing 
heighten  the  love  and  refpeCl  I bear  him ; and  why 
fhould  I perplex  myfelf  with  queftions  which  no  ways 
concern  me  ? However,  a fhort  reflection  1 made  on  the 
ernptinefs  of  philofophy,  which  I had  exclaim’d  fo  much 
againft  two  daysbefore  made  me  deflrous  of  hearing  the 
doCtor  difcourfe  on  religious  topicks.  He  appear’d  to  be 
a man  of  good  fenfe ; and  1 therefore  imagin’d  that  he 
might  fugged  fome  new  hints,  which  would  perhaps, 
produce  the  peace  of  mind  I fo  much  panted  after,  by 
fome  method  I as  yet  was  a ftranger  to.  I continued 
filent  for  fome  time,  to  his  great  furprize ; but  at  laft,  a£> 
fin’d  him  in  the  politeft  terms,  that  I fhould  be  always 
proud  to  hear  whatever  he  had  to  offer. 

I cannot  fay,  whether  the  great  deflre  he  feemingly 
had  to  inftruCt  me,  was  owing  to  a zeal  for  my  conver- 
fion  i or  proceeded  merely  from  compaffion  to  fee  me 
fo  p-odigioufly  dejeCted.  The  doCtor  left  me,  and  return’d 
the  fameaf  ernoon.  He  laid  down  his  inftruCtions  in  a 
very  methodical  manner.  In  his  firft  converfation,  he 
laid  before  me  a general  plan  of  religion,  in  order,  as  he 
faid  that  I might  difcover  at  one  glance,  the  connexion 
of  its  feveral  parts.  I fhall  not  repeat  his  words  here,  be- 
caufe  they  undoubtedly  will  not  be  fo  new  to  my  readers 
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as  they  were  then  to  me  ; but  I will  confefsthat  I was 
pleafed  to  hear  him,  and  that  his  fyftem  appeared  fo  ra- 
tional, that  I could  not  but  wilh  it  were  in  his  power  to 
fupport  it  afterwards  by  folid  proofs.  He  was  overjoy’d 
to  leave  me  in  this  frame  of  mind,  and  affur’d  me  that  his 
fatisfadfion  would  increafe  every  time  he  vifited  me. 

I told  my  lifter  and  Mrs.  Lallin  in  the  evening,  that  I 
had  been  very  well  pleafed  with  the  minifter’s  converiati- 
on  ,•  and  had  approv’d  of  his  notions  in  religious  matters. 
My  lifter,  who  could  not  but  be  very  zealous  for  the  pro- 
teftant  intereft,  as  fhe  had  been  brought  up  in  the  colony 
of  St.  Helena,  feem’d  vaftly  pleafed  at  what  I told  her, 
which  Mrs.  Lallin  was  not,  fhc  being  a Roman  catholick. 
But  while  fhe  was  fo  much  miftrefs  of  herfelf,  as  to  dif- 
cover  whatpafs’d  in  her  mind,  only  by  her  iilence,  Ihe 
was  confidering,  while  my  lifter  and  I continued  in  dif- 
courfe,  what  methods  file  fhould  employ,  to  prevent  the 
effedts  of  the  minifter’s  zeal.  She  did  not  know  ’tillnow, 
that  I was  unfcttled  with  regard  to  religion  ; and  when 
fhe  and  my  lifter  had  agreed  to  endeavour,  if  poffibie,  to 
prevail  with  the  clergyman  to  vilit  me,  her  only  view  in 
this  was  to  procure  a remedy  to  my  forrows.  But  find- 
ing that  Ihe  had  innocently  contributed  to  give  me  an  op- 
portunity of  having  an  elteem  for  the  proreftant  religion, 
and  being  afraid  left  I fhould  embrace  the  principles  of  it, 
Ihe  reproach’d  herfelf  for  it,  and  thereupon  refolved  to 
atone  for  what  fhe  look’d  upon  as  an  imprudence  of  a ve- 
ry guilty  nature;  fhe  therefore  refolv’d  to  fearch  for  an- 
tidotes, to  e\pel  the  poifon  fhe  fancied  I had  drank  in,  the 
very  next  morning,  and  accordingly  going  to  the  fathers 
of  the  oratory,  Ihe  was  admitted  to  the  fuperior  whofe 
name  was  father  le  Bane  ; when  telling  him  her  fcruples 
and  perplexity,  iliebegg’d  him  toadviie  her  how  to  adt 
upon  this  occalion.  The  father,  hav  ing  heard  the  whole 
affair  relating  to  me,  was  himfelfenflam’d  with  zeal;  and 
did  not  doubt  but  be  fhould  be  able  to  make  a convert  of 
me,  when  he  was  told  that  I had  convers’d  but  twice  with 
the  dodtor.  He  acquainted  Mrs.  Lallin  with  the  hopes  he 
entertain’d ; and  promis’d  to  pay  me  a vifit  very  foon, 
upon  tome  pretence  or  other  which  he’d  invent  for  that 
purpofe. 
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Accordingly  he  came  to  my  houfe,  two  or  three  hours 
before  dinner,  and  enquiring  forme,  I receiv’d  him  in  a 
very  civil  manner.  This  father  had  a fubtle,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a winning  afpedt ; his  whole  air  was  vaftly  en- 
gaging,  and  he  addreft  me  in  a raoft  agreeable  manner. 
The  pretence  he  employ’d  to  give  a colour  to  his  vifit* 
was  indeed  fomething  flat  and  foreign  to  the  purpofe  ; 
however,  as  I had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the  defign  he 
was  come  upon,  I judg’d  his  compliment  to  be  fincerej 
and  aflur’d  him  that  I was  very  glad  the  motives  which 
he  told  me  had  prompted  him  to  vifit  me,  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity of  being  acquainted  with  him.  Never  man 
infinuated  himfelf  with  greater  art  and  cunning  than  fa- 
ther le  Berne  did.  He  in  a moment  made  the  difeourfe  turn 
on  religion,  and  without  difeovering  the  leaft  affedfati- 
on,  or  enquiring  into  my  principles,  he  gave  me  a sketch 
©f  the  principal  tenets  of  the  Roman  catholick  faith,  much 
after  the  fame  manner  as  the  minifter  had  done.  At  firft 
I was  fo  much  furpriz’d  at  the  refemblance  which 
methought  appear’d  between  the  two  do&rines ; that  hav- 
ing as  yet  but  an  imperfect  idea  of  both,  I imagin’d  the 
father  of  the  orator  was  a proteftant.  I told  him,  that 
the  night  before,  moft  of  the  principles  he  had  now  dis- 
cover’d to  me  had  been  explain’d  by  Mr.  C the  mi— 

nifter ; and  that  being  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  two 
fyftems  which  I thought  agreed,  1 only  waited  for  the 
proofs  of  them.  Gracious  heaven!  fays  father  le  Banei 
you  do  me.  Sir,  the  higheft  injury,  to  imagine  I agree  in 

principles  with  Mr. C What!  foriake  truth,  to 

ftrike  into  the  paths  of  error  ? God  preferve  me  from  fo 
much  wickednefs ! But  heaven  has  indulged  me  too  much 
'underftanding  and  uprightnefs,  ever  to  fuffer  me  do  that. 
•— — — I was  prodigioufly  affedted  with  this  fudden  ex- 
clamation. Figure  to  your  felf,  fays  the  father  interrupt- 
ing me,  a lawful  monarch,  for  whom  his  fubjedts  have 
the  higheft  awe  and  veneration,  eftablifhingfuch  laws  as 
will  make  them  happy;  imagine  that  thefe  are  receiv’d 
and  executed  for  many  years,  by  his  parliament  and  his 
people,  to  the  real  advantage  of  the  whole  nation. 
Whilft  bleflings  thus  pour  in  upon  them,  there  ftarts  up  a 
iew  obfeure  perfons,  front  among  the  dregs  of  the 

people; 
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People  ; who,  prompted  either  by  private  refentment; 
or  from  a loveof  novelty;  immediately  fet  all  their  en- 
gines at  work,  to  deftroy  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the 
kingdom,  by  trampling  upon  theft  juft  and  falutary  laws. 
But,  as  thefe  wicked  innovators  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  ufe  difcretion,  in  order  to  encreafe  their  followers; 
they  therefore  don’t  attempt’ to  overthrow  all  their  laws 
at  once,  but  cenfure  fuch  as  they  think  the  moft  grievous; 
in  hopes  of  being  join  d by  all  fuch  as  are  friends  to  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  independence.  They  indeed  are  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  ftrcngthen  their  party.  At  laft,  to  give  the 
better  colour  to  their  rebellion  and  infolence,  they  affedfc 
to  have  the  utmoft  veneration  for  fomeof  theft  laws,  and 
to  revere  them  as  much  as  the  moft  faithful  fubjedts.  Can 
you  think,  fays  the  father  after  looking  upon  me  a mo* 
ment  or  two,  that  perfons  of  fo  different  a character  can 
agree  together  ? They,  never  can,  fays  I.  Now 
which  of  the  two  parties,  continues  he,  would  you  look 
upon  as  the  right ; thofe  who  are  good  fubjedts  and  firm 

in  their  allegiance,  or ? This  queftion,  fays  I,  is 

immediately  Nanfwer’d  ; thofe  who  obferve  the  laws 
which  you  fuppofe  juft  and  ufeful.  And  how,  conti- 
nued he,  would  you  have  the  others  treated  ? Methinks; 
fays  1,  it  were  but  juft,  and  for  the  good  of  thepublick, 
that  they  fhould  be  punifh’d  as  rebels  and  difturbers  of  the 
publick  peace.  You  may  now,  fays  father  le  Bane,  make 
the  application  .The  good,  the  old  party,  are  of  the  church 
of  Rome.  All  particular  fedfs  ftarted  up  fince,  andtheproteft- 
ants  were  the  laft.  Thefe  are  fo  many  rebellious  parties, 
who  have  attack’d  from  time  to  time  our  moft  holy  laws ; 
and  in  cafe  they  preferv’d  any,  ’tvvas  only  with  a view 
of  more  furely  deftroy  ing  the  reft.  Werefufe  abfolutely 
to  agree  with  them,  even  in  fuch  matters  as  are  common 
to  both.  We  cut  them  off  from  us;  and  give  them  up 
to  divine  juftice,  which  will  punifti  them  with  much 
greater  fe verity,  in  the  day  deftin’dfor  vengeance. 

I was  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  thefe  princi- 
ples, to  hit  upon  fuch  objedtions  as  might  puzzle  the  fa- 
ther ; I only  obferv’d,  that  in  cafe  the  comparifon  he  had 
made  were  juft,  the  adverfaries  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
were  equally  guilty  of  folly  and  malignity : and  indeed. 
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fays  he  to  me,  we  don’t  meet  with  either  folidity  or  goocf 
fenfe  in  their  writings, 

I muft  own  that  his  difcourfe,  and  the  confident  air 
with  which  he  fpoke,  made  fome  impreffion  upon  me. 
Neverthelefs,  as  I was  not  willing  to  believe,  without 
knowing  why  I did  fo;  I gave  him  to  underftand,  that 
before  I could  give  my  alfent,  he  muft  be  more  particu- 
lar. Upon  that  he  withdrew,  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  frame  of  mind  he  left  me  in ; and  allured  me  that  in 
two  fuch  conversions  more,  he  would  bring  me  over 
entirely  to  his  opinion. 

After  the  father  was  gone,  I refledted  more  intenfely 
on  what  he  had  told  me,  than  the  reader  can  well  imagine, 
and  look’d  upon  the  confequences  he  drew  from  his  com* 
parifons  to  be  unanfwerable.  In  cafe,  fays  I,  his  fup- 
pofitions  are  juft,  ’tis  manifeft  that  the  church  of  Rome 
only  teaches  the  truth.  He  allures  me,  that  all  the  other 
fedts  fprang  from  her,  and  have  nothing  good  in  them, 
but  what  they  borrow’d  from  the  mother  church.  The 
reft  were  prompted  to  a feparation,  either  from  a fond- 
nefs  of  novelty,  or  fome  private  refentment.  In  leav- 
ing that  church,  they  renounc’d  fuch  of  its  tenets  as  were 
of  too  fevere  and  burthenfome  a nature,  and  invented  o-. 
thers  which  might  fuit  better  with  their  pradtices ; ancl 
this  they  were  prompted  to,  from  the  fame  turn  of  mind, 
which  inclines  them  to  hare  thofe  they  have  rejected.  Is 
it  not  evident,  that  this  behaviour  has  all  the  charadieri- 
fticksof  an  unjult  and  criminal  rebellion? Such  re- 

flections were  far  from  prejudicing  me  in  favour  of  the 
proteftant  dodtor  whom  I expedted  that  afternoon. 

Became  ; and  we  had  not  exchang’d  many  words,  be- 
fore he  found  that  I was  not  in  fo  happy  a frame  of  mind, 
as  he  had  left  mein  theevening  before,  which  furpriz’d 
him  very  much.  I did  not  fcruple  to  relate  to  him,  in 
very  near  the  fame  terms,  the  companion  which  father 
Bane  had  made  He  at  firft  liften’d  to  me  with  fome  con- 
fufion,  butfoonputori  a fmiling countenance;  and  up- 
on my  asking  him,  in  the  fame  words  with  lather  le 
Bane,  what  he  thought  of  thofe  rebellious  fubjedts  I then 
defcrib’d  to  him ; he  made  the  fame  anfwer  to  it  as  I 
had  done.  I muft  confefs,  that  I was  prodig  foully 
flruck  at  this  unexpected  conclufion.  But  then  fays  I to 
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him  with  great  warmth,  you  either  betray  your  own  in- 
terert,  or  elfe  intend  to  impofe  upon  me  by  falfhoods, 
which  you  know  to  be  fuch. 

Give  me  leave , fays  he,  alfo  to  ufe  a companion ; nay. 
I’ll  even  employ  part  of  your  own.  Imagine  therefore 
a king,  poflefs’d  of  all  the  good  qualities  you  mention’d; 
and  governing  by  fuch  prudent  and  neceflary  laws  as  thofe 
you  fpokeof.  Thefe  fubfifl:  fome  time  after  his  death, 
and  form  the  happinefs  of  the  people  who  obey  them. 
Then  an  ufurper  forces  his  way  to  the  throne,  by  fraud 
and  injuftice,  and  finding  his  tyrannical  proceedings  con- 
demn’d by  the  laws  in  force,  he  firft  pretends  to  explain 
them  ; but  this  he  does  merely  to  wreft  their  fenfe,  and 
make  them  fubfervient  to  his  pa  (lions.  By  infenfible  de- 
grees he  fubftitutes  others  in  their  room . As  he  has  no 
other  view  but  to  maintain  himfelf  in  his  ufurpation,  he 
never  thinks  of  the  publick  good  ; but  daily  ena£ts  fuch 
laws  as  may  flatter  his  pride  and  avarice.  In  what  man- 
ner foever  he  may  have  difguis’d  the  old  laws,  he  per- 
ceives that  they  (fill  condemn  his  proceedings,  and  re- 
flect a fhameon  his  pernicious  enterpriz.es : upon  this,  he 
forbids  the  reading  of  them,  purpoiely  to  keep  his  peo- 
ple in  ignorance. 

But  by  this  time,  the  whole  face  of  the  ftate  is  chang’d. 
Ignorance  and  a depravity  of  manners  gain  the  afeen- 
dant ; and  arelifh  for  goodnefs  and  true  felicity,  is  loft 
by  infenfible  degrees  ; fo  that  at  laft , all  things  are  in 
eonfufion.  In  vain  any  perfon,  who  perceives  the  un- 
happinefs  of  his  country,  prefumes  to  complain ; for  im- 
mediately the  ufurper  employs  the  extremes  of  cruelty 
to  keep  him  filent. 

Who  but  would  imagine  that  the  evil  was  not  to  be 
remedied  ? It  neverthelefs  happens  that  a fmall  number 
of  hisfubje&s,  deeply  affetted  with  the  publick  calami- 
ty, undertake  to  open  the  eyes  of  their  deluded  coun- 
trymen, and  do  it  by  a fhort  and  eafy  method.  Thefe 
only  take  out  the  old  laws  from  their  obfeurity,  and  ex- 
pofethem  to  the  publick  in  their  primitive  purity ; when 
immediately  all  hearts  are  delighted  with  the  hopes  that 
things  will  return  to  their  former  channel.  Mankind 
fee  plainly  how  low  they  are  fallen ; which  makes  them 
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figh  after  their  once  happy  condition.  This  alarms  the 
ufurper,  who  immediately  difplays  his  dreadful  ven- 
geance. But  tho’  he  ftill  obliges  a great  number  of 
ilaves,  by  violence  and  wicked  arts,  to  fubmit  to  the 
yoke  ; he  yet  cannot  prevent  thofe  who  fuffer’d  under 
his  tyranny  from  breaking  their  chains  ; and  tailing  the 
fweets  which  thofe  laws,  they  ought  never  to  havede-* 
parted  from,  difpenfe.  What  think  yon  now,  continues 
the  minifter,  of  thofe  perlons  who  had  the  courage  to 
fhake  off  his  tyrannical  yoke?  — They  certainly,  fays  I, 
have  done  their  duty,  and  afted  a very  wife  part.  The 
application,  fays  he,  is  very  eafy;  and  he  immediately 
made  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  proteftant  church. 

I mull  confefs  that  I was  now  in  great  perplexity  and 
doubt ; however,  after  a moment’s  reflection  or  two,  I 
anfwer’d  him  as  follows.  ’Tis  plain,  fays  I,  according 
to  your  fuppolitions,  that  juftice  and  truth  are  for  your' 
church;  but  then  you  mull  confefs,  that  the  oppoftte 
confequence  follows  as  clearly  from  the  principles  of: 
your  adverfary.  In  cafe  you  can  prove,  that  the  Ro* 
man  pontiff  is  an  ufurper,  and  that  the  catholick  doc- 
rines  have  been  adulterated,  I can’t  then  fee  how  it 
would  be  polfible  for  any  one  to  refufe  declaring  for 
you ; but  then  I fhall  think  the  fame  juftice  is  due  to 
the  catholicks,  in  cafe  they  proveto  me,  that  you  are  to 
be  accus’d  as  innovators'.  The  only  difficulty  then  is* 
to  exhibit  your  proofs  fo  dearly,  that  it  will  be  impof- 
fible  for  me  not  to  be  convinc'd  by  what  you  advances 
At  prefent  I have  not  a liberty  or  tranquillity  of  mind*, 
requifite  for  hearing  you  in  the  manner  I ought  to  do. — . 
Thedo£lor  was  not  offended  at  my  anfwer;  and  affur’d 
me,  that  as  nothing  could  poffibly  be  clearer  and  more 
decilive,  than  the  proofs  he  had  to  produce,  I could  not 
refufe  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay,  without  difcovering 
a criminal  indifference  for  my  falvation.  All  you  have 
in  reality  to  do,  fays  he,  is  only  to  make  ufe  of  your 
eyes.  I’ll  open  the  gofpel,  and  you  fhall  read  in  it ; thefe 
are  the  only  weapons  I intend  to  employ.  You  there 
will  have  a clear  view  of  our  own  triumphs,  and  the 
confufion  of  our  enemies.  ~ — I at  laft  acquiefc’d 
with  his  urgent  imreaties  ; and  we  agreed  upon  the 

hours. 
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hours  which  (liould  be  fpent  in  perufing  the  fcrip- 
tures. 

Father  le  Bane  did  not  fail  of  returning  the  next  day, 

I told  him,  that  as  there  were  not  yet  any  folid  motives, 
which  could  prompt  me  to  declare  on  his  fide,  prefera- 
ble to  that  of  his  adverfary  ; I was  refolv’d  to  hear  the 
dodtor  firft,  and  upon  no  other*  account,  but  becaufe  he 
had  firft  fpoke  to  me  of  religion.  I therefore,  father  fays 
1,  muft  defire  you’d  give  me  leave  to  hear  what  he  has 
to  offer,  and  not  trouble  me  with  your  objedfions ; for 
thefe  would  make  me  lefs  attentive  than  I ought  to  be  to 
theftrengthof  your  proofs.  However,  the  moment  he 
has  laid  down  all  he  has  to  fay  ; I then  will  hear,  with 
pleafure,  all  you  fhall  pleafeto  inform  me  of.  — The  fa- 
ther was  not  latisfied  with  this  refolution.  Be  upon 
your  guard,  fays  he,  thepoifonof  error  is  vaftly  fubtle; 
’twill  draw  you  away.  I declar’d  that  his  fufpicions  gave 
me  offence^  and  that  I fhould  take  it  as  a favour,  if  he 
would  flacken  in  his  zeal,  of  which  he  had  given  me  fome 
unpleafing  marks.  Upon  my  faying  this,  he  left  the 
room  very  much  difgufted.  ’Twas  undoubtedly  on  this 
occafion  he  machinated  adelign  which  was  put  in  exe- 
cution four  days  after,  a defign  which  brought  me  in- 
to fo  much  trouble,  as  was  iufficientto  outweigh  my 
other  forrows,  had  it  been  polfible  for  them  to  be  alle- 
viated. 

I faw  the  dodfor  for  three  days  together,  at  certain 
ftated  hours.  The  fourth,  at  about  fix  in  the  evening, 
I was  told  that  an  officer  belonging  to  the  intendant  of  the 
province  was  very  urgent  to  fpeak  with  me.  I bid  the 
fervant  fhow  him  up;  when  coming  in,  he  prefented 
me  with  a lettre  de  cachet , (the  king’s  command  with 
his  fignetj  by  which  my  felf  and  my  family  were  or- 
der’d to  be  feiz’d,  and  afterwards  to  be  carried  to  An- 
gers. Me  1 fays  I,  with  aftonifhment.  Alas  ; how 
comes  his  majefty  to  grant  fuch  an  order  upon  my  ac- 
count ? How  does  he  even  know  that  I am  in  his  domi- 
nions ? Sir,  fays  he,  the  king  knows  every  thing  that 
paffes  in  France  ; and  I muft  tell  you,  that  his  majefty’s 
commands  muft  be  inftantly  complied  with.  He  then 
told  me,  that  I muft  leave  the  city  that  night ; and  for 
that  purpofe  he  had  brought  two  coaches,  for  me  and 

my 
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my  family.  I could  not  forbear  murmuring,  as  I pre- 
par’d for  my  departure;  but  ask’d  him.  whether  there 
was  any  likelihood  of  my  being  immediately  fet  at  li- 
berty. He  anfwer’d,  that  this  was  very  uncertain ; and 
that  l had  beft  order  my  affairs  infuch  a manner,  as  tho’ 

I never  expedied  it.  I underftood  the  meaning  of  thefe 
words.  I thereupon  fettled  matters  as  well  as  fo  fhorta 
warning  would  permit  me  to  do;  and  leaving  Dring to 
finifh  thofe  things  which  requir’d  the  prefence  of  fome 
one  of  my  family  or  friends,  I fet  out  for  Angers  with 
the  two  ladies,  our  children,  and  fervants. 

This  my fterious  journey  could  not  but  give  me  a great 
deal  of  uneafinefs;  and  Ito'tur’d  my  imagination,  but 
in  vain,  to  find  out  fome  reafonable  caufe  to  which  I 
might  afcri be  it.  I had  not  adted  any  thing  criminal, 
either  again  ft  the  king  or  his  government  : England  was 
at  peace  with  France ; and  I had  nor  liv’d  in  fuch  a manner 
at  Saumur , as  fhould  bring  me  under  the  ieaft  lufpicion. 
Neverthelcfs  Mrs.  Laliin,  who  cou’d n’t  but  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  genius  andcuftoms  of  her  own  coun- 
try than  my  felf,  imagin’d,  that  my  lolitary  difpofition, 
and  the  gloomy  alpedt  I wore,  had  made  mefufpedfed. 
beaflur’d,  fays  fhe,  that  as  you  had  not  any  manner  of 
acquaintance,  you  were  taken  for  a fpy.  — The  coach- 
man drove  very  faft;  fa.  that  as  Angers  is  but  thirty  two 
miles  from  Saumur , we  got  there  before  day-break.  I 
expedied,  in  order  to  have  this  feene  conclude  as  it  had 
begun,  that  we  fhould  immediately  be  clofely  confin’d. 
However,  we  ftopt  at  a fine  houfe;  when  immediately 
feveral  footmen  with  lights  in  their  hands,  condudted  us 
into  an  apartment  very  well  furnifh’d.  We  had  not  been 
long  there  before  fome  refrefhments  were  brought  us ; 
and  as  our  afflidiion  would  not  fuffer  us  to  fit  long  at  table, 
notice  was  given  us,  as  the  cloth  was  taking  away,  that 
his  lordfhip  would  be  there  prefently. 

Tho’  1 could  not  comprehend  who  it  was  they  figur’d 
under  this  title,  I yet  had  not  the  curiofity  to  enquire  who 
they  meant.  A moment  after,  we  faw  a door  open, 
when  two  men  dreft  in  white,  and  whom  1 at  firft  fup- 
pos’d  to  be  in  their  fhirts,  advanced  towards  us  with 
wax  tapers  in  their  hands.  Thefe  lighted  a third  perfon, 
who  walked  after  them  with  gravity , and  whofe  whole 

drels 
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drefs  appear'd  to  me  very  extraordinary.  He  was  tall, 
cloath’d  in  a purple  cloth  gown,  which  defccndcd  to 
his  feet,  and  trail’d  after  him  a confiderable  length.  A 
golden  crofs,  about  the  length  of  one’s  finger,  hung 
down  his  bofom.  He  had  a black  cap  on  his  head,  which 
was  fquare  at  bottom,  though  the  top  was  in  a triangu- 
lar form.  In  a word,  his  whole  drels  was  altogether 
new  to  me,  when  Mrs.  Lallin  came  up  and  whiiper’d  me 
in  the  ear,  that  fhe  believ’d  he  was  a bifhop.  We  rofe 
up  at  his  coming  in  j hefaluted  us  very  civilly ; but  with- 
out fpeaking  $ and  kneeling  down,  he  bid  us  do  the 
fame,  by  a fign  he  made.  He  then  repeated  a fhort  prayer 
in  Latin,  after  which,  he  rofe  up  and  feated  himfelf  in  an 
eafy  chair  j making  figns  to  us,  in  a very  polite  manner, 
to  iit  down  in  our  places. 

I was  impatient  to  know  how  this  comedy  would  end ; 
bur  at  laft  he  open’d  his  mouth,  and  directing  himfelf  to 
me,  faid,  that  it  was  proper  fo  important  a defign  as  that 
we  were  upon,  fiiould  begin  by  prayer.  That  as  his  ma- 
jefiy  had  order’d  him  to  inftruft  me  and  my  family,  he 
was.lincerely  defirous  of  feconding  the  view  of  fo  pious 
a monarch.  That  he  congratulated  me  on  the  refolution, 
I had  form’d,  to  apply  my  felf  ferioufly  to  religion,  and 
to  attend  to  the  welfare  of  my  foul : but  that  I was  bound 
to  thank  heaven  for  prompting  his  majefly  to  preferve 
me  from  the  danger,  to  which  I had  inconiiderately  ex- 
pos’d my  felf  at  Saumur.  That  in  delivering  my  felf 

up  to  Mr.  C — , the  minifter,  who  was  the  moft 

dangerous  heretick  in  the  whole  kingdom,  I had  been 
upon  the  very  brink  of  deftrudtion.  That  the  utmofi: 
pains  would  be  taken  to  inftrudt  me  and  my  children, 
peaceably,  in  the  truth  at  Angers.  In  fine,  he  afifur’d 
me,  they  would  behave  with  fo  much  tendernefs  and  le- 
nity towards  me,  that  I fiiould  have  the  higheffc  reafon 
to  be  pleas’d  with  my  felf,  for  having  chofen  France  to 
refide  in. 

Thele  words  were  fo  plain,  that  I could  not  but  un- 
derftand  the  drift  of  them.  I had  moreover  been  told, 
that  the  popifii  clergy  in  France  wifh’d  for  nothing  fo 
earneftly  as  the  deftru&ion  of  the  proteftants ; and  did  all 
that  lay  in  their  power  to  gain  profelytes.  My  genius 
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and  turn  of  mind  were  fuch,  that  force  and  violence 
could  never  have  brought  me  to  the  truth ; and'this  I im- 
mediately hinted  to  the  gentleman.  I fuppofe,  fir,  fays 
I,  that  you  are  the  bifhop  of  this  diocefe,  and  that  I 
am  now  in  your  palace  ; I don’t  know  whether  you  in- 
tend to  keep  me  here  by  force,  but  I’ll  befo  plain  as  to 
afture  your  lordfhip,  that  if  I am  detain’d  here,  ’twill 
be  againft  my  inclination  : I was  born  free.  Tho’  I 
chofe  to  refide  in  Trance  for  fome  years  5 there  yet  are 
no  ties  which  engage  me  to  confider  my  felf  as  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty’s  fubjedl  j I therefore  expert  that  he’ll 
be  fo  juft,  as  to  furfer  me  to  enjoy  my  liberty  5 at  leaft 
fo  long  as  I fhallnot  commit  any  thing  which  may  of- 
fend him.  In  cafe  this  favour  is  denied  me,  lam  ready 
to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  to  return  to  my  native  coun- 
try. I fpoke  thefe  words  in  a civil,  but  refolute  tone 
of  voice,  at  which  the  bifhop  feem’d  a little  puzzled. 
However,  he  continu’d  to  aflure  me  in  very  polite  terms, 
that  his  majefty  did  not  intend  to  make  ufe  of  the  leaft 
conftraint ; that  he  himfelf  would  fhew  me  the  moft  can- 
did ufage a circumftance  I might  be  perfuaded  of,  from 
the  handfome  reception  I met  with  inhishoufe,  and  the 
pains  he  had  already  taken,  toinftrudt  me,  that  the  reft 
of  his  conduct  would  correfpond  with  the  beginning  ; 
that  he  knew  I was  of  fuch  a rank,  as  merited  the  kind, 
eft  treatment  from  his  hands ; that  he  was  going  to 
condudt  me  to  an  apartment,  which  I might  look  upon 
as  my  own;  that  I undoubtedly  wanted  to  take  a little 
reft  after  the  fatigue  of  my  journey  , that  all  imagina- 
ble care  fhouldbe  taken  of  my  children  ; and  to  conclude, 
thatlmight  entirely  rely  on  his  good  offices,and  reft  affur’d, 
that  his  whole  family  would  fhew  me  the  utmoft  regard. 

Upon  this  I withdrew,  in  order  to  take  a little  fleep. 
The  bifhop  went  away,  and  faid,  that  he  promis’d  himfelf 
the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  in  difcourfing  with  me  the  next 
day ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  allow’d  myown  fervants  to 
wait  upon  me.  I was  refolv’d,  at  my  going  to  bed,  not 
to  continue  long  in  this  palace,  prefuming  that  1 fhould 
not  be  detain’d  againft  my  will.  My  valet  de  chambre  a- 
waking  me  the  next  morning,  according  to  my  orders,  I 
bid  him,  immediately  enquire  how  the  ladies  and  the  chil- 
dren 
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dren  had  (lept.  He  ftaid  pnly  a moment, but  brought  me  the 
mod  melancholy  news.  He  told  me,  that  being  fhewn  up 
to  the  ladies  apartment,  he  found  them  afleep,  and  there- 
fore did  not  dare  to  awake  them ; that  after  this,  he  had 
defir’d  one  of  the  bi  (hop’s  fervants  to  carry  me  to  the 
children’s  apartment,  but  was  told  they  were  not  in  the 
houfe.  I was  very  earned  with  him,  continu’d  my  valet 
dechambre,  to  know  whither  they  were  gone,  but  he 
affur’d  me  he  cou’dn’t  tell ; however,  fays  he,  where- 
foever  they  are,  depend  on’t  they’re  in  good  hands. 

Thefe  words  troubled  me  very  much,  upon  which  I 
got  dreft  inftantly;  and  fent  to  the  bifhop,  defiling  to 
ipeak  with  him  a moment.  His  lordfhip  had  the  ci- 
vility to  vifit  me  in  my  apartment,  when  I told  him  my 
fears,  which  he  confeft  were  juft.  Your  children,  fays 
he,  have  been  carried,  by  the  king’s  order,  to  a place  where 
they’ll  be  well  educated.  Your  two  Tons  are  fent  to  a col- 
lege, and  your  niece  to  a monaftery ; but  thenyou  have  cer- 
tainly too  much  fenfe  to  complain,  fince  all  this  had  been 
done  for  their  good.  How ! fays  I,  my  children  carried  off 
without  my  knowledge  or  confent,  and  this  by  the  king’s 
order!  The  bifhop  was  going  to  enter  into  a long  detail, 
in  juftification  of  the  court;  but  I interrupted  him  with 
warmth,  and  ask’d  him,  whether  I muft  look  upon  my 
felf  as  aprifoner  in  his  palace.  Heanfwer’d,  that  I was 
not,  and  that  no  attempts  fhould  be  made  to- keep  me  in  it 
againft  my  will ; we  only  defire,  fays  he,  that  the  hand- 
fome  ufage  you  fhall  meet  with,  mav  prevail  with  you  to 
flay.  You  fcem’d  defirous  of  being  inftru&ed  in  religion ; 
and  therefore  we  intend  todo  you  a piece  of  fervice, which 
furely  claims  fome  thanks.  Truly,  fays  I,  my  lord,  all 
thefe  proceedings  quite  confound  me.  I admire  your 
z,eal ; but  am  no  lefs  furpriz’d  at  the  manner  in  which  you 

exercifeit:  Had  you,  atlcaft,  but  confultedme But 

no,  fays  I,  there  is  nothing  I abhor  fo  much  as  violence. 
Reftore  me  only  my  children ; and  then  I proteft  to  you, 
that  I’ll  not  only  leave  your  palace,  but  the  kingdom,  to 
which  I am  no  ways  bound.  The  prelate  upon  this,  af- 
fum’d  a graver  tone;  and  told  me  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  do  this,  fince  the  king  had  order’d  that  they 
fhould  be  educated  in  the  catholic  faith.  This  vefufal  exaf- 
perated  me  to  fuch  a degree,  that  I was  refolv’d  to  leave  the 

bifhop’s 
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bifhop’ s houfe  thatinftant.  Adieu,  my  lord,  fays  T,  I 
fhall  leave  your  palace,  fince  I am  allow’d  to  do  it.  I va- 
lue not  what  religion  my  children  are  brought  up  in,  fince 
they  may  chufe  for  themfelves,  when  once  they  are  come 
to  years  of  maturity:  but  what  fhocksme  prodigioufly, 
is,  to  fee  us  ufed  like  {laves  in  a country,  where  no  one 
ought  to  havethe  lead:  authority  over  us.  Saying  this,  I 
left  the  palace  in  fpight  of  all  the  arguments  the  bifhop 
could  employ  to  detain  me. 

I now  went  to  an  inn,  and  fent  a meflage  to  my  lifter 
and  Mrs.  Lallin,  to  acquaint  them  that  1 was  there. 
’Twas  with  fome  difficulty  that  the  bifhop  let  them  go; 
however,  finding  them  refolute,  he  at  laft  difmifs’d  them, 
fending,  at  the  fame  time,  his  gentleman  to  attend  upon 
them  ; whobrought  me  an  invitation  from  his  lordfhip  to 
dine  with  him  at  his  palace ; but  I was  too  much  perplex’d 
with  thinking  of  the  refolution,  it  wou’d  be  proper  for 
me  to  take  on  fo  important  an  occafion,  to  accept  of  it.  I 
therefore  confulted  with  the  two  ladies,  and  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  France , I attended 
particularly  to  Mrs.  Lallin' s advice.  Her  opinion  was, 
that  I fhould  ride  poll  for  Verfailles ; and  there  throwing 
myfelf  at  the  King’s  feet,  fuetohim  for  juftice;  a hint 
which  I very  much  approv’d  of.  As  the  news  of  what 
had  happen’d  to  me  was  fpread  all  over  the  city,  fome 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  were  there  having  the  curiolity  to 
fee  me,  came  now  to  pay  me  their  compliments,  juft  as  I 
was  getting  a horfeback.  I receiv’d  them  very  civilly, 
and  told  them  in  few  words,  the  defign  I was  going  upon, 
when  they  inform’d  me  that  I might  vifit  the  lord  Claren- 
don in  my  way,  who  had  been  fome  weeks  in  Orleans . 
This  nobleman,  whofe  name  I (hall  never  pronounce  but 
wifh  the  higheft  reverence  and  refpedf , had  been  fo  un- 
happy as  to  fall  under  king  Charles' s difpleafure ; after  hav- 
ing ferv’d  him  very  faithfully  forfeveral  years.  He  was 
retir’d  into  France , but  before  he  fettled  himfelf  in  it,  he 
vifited  the  feveral  provinces  out  of  curiolity.  I had  heard 
fo  great  a character  of  his  lordfhip’s  genius  and  worth, 
that  I had  a defire  to  be  acquainted  with  him  ; not  to  men- 
tion, that  as  I was  unknown  to  the  whole  French  court,  I 
flatter’d  myfelf  that  he’d  be  fo  generous  as  to  do  me  fome 
fervice.  I got  to  Orleans , which  was  not  out  of  my  way, 

in 
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intwodays.  Altho’ the  gloomy  difpofition  of  my  mind, 
would  not  permit  me  to  think  of  any  thing  like  pomp  5 I 
nevertheless  took  Mrs.  Lullin' s advice,  who  thought  it 
would  be  neccflary  for  me  to  appear  at  court  with  fome 
diftindfion.  1 had  fet  out  with  four  fervants;  and  flop- 
ping at  Orleans . I order’d  one  of  them  to  go  imme- 
diately for  Paris,  and  prepare  an  equipage  for  me. 

I alighted  at  the  very  fame  inn,  in  which  the  lor  ^Claren- 
don lodg’d ; when,  a little  after,  I fent  a meffage,  by  which 
I defir’d  he  would  give  me  leave  to  pay  my  relpedts  to  him. 
His  lord fh ip  accordingly  receiv’d  me  in  the  noble  manner 
which  was  natural  to  him  ; and  I foon  infinuated  myfelf 
fo  far  into  his  efleem,  that  he  offer’d  to  do  me  all  the  fer- 
vicethat  lay  in  his  power.  Ashe  had  known  the  lord 
Axminfter , I acquainted  him  with  part  of  his  (lory  and  my 
own,  which  immediately  gain’d  me  his  favour.  His 
lordfhipfeem’d  to  be  flrongly  affedfed  with  my  misfor- 
tunes} and  I may  look  upon  this  firft  interview,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  tender  friend fhip  he  has  fince  always  in- 
dulg’d me.  If  we  did  not,  the  very  firft  day  of  our 
meeting,  arrive  at  the  higheft  pitch  ot  mutual  confidence, 
this  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  a want  of  efleem  and  re- 
ciprocal inclination } as  the  effect  of  a juft  pru- 
dence, which  forbids  a man  to  reveal  his  whole  foul 
at  once. 

His  lord  fhip  gave  me  two  hints,  which  fhew’d  how 
much  his  generoftty  had  already  prejudic’d  him  in  my  fa- 
vour. The  firft  related  to  the  bufinefs  upon  which  I was 
going  to  Verfailles.  He  advis’d  me  to  wait  upon  the 
Durchefsof  Orleans,  King  Charles's  lifter,  before  I ad- 
drefs’d  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty.  This  princefs,  fays 
he,  is  goodnefs  itfelf } her  highnefs  will  do  her  utmoft  to 
ferve  you ; and  you  need  no  other  recommendation,  but 
your  being  an  Englijhman.  He  added,  that  he  flatter’d 
himfelf  with  being  fo  much  in  her  grace’s  favour,  that  a 
letter  from  him  would  not,  perhaps, be  of  differvice  to  me  ; 
however,  that  as  he  was  fo  lately  fallen  under  his  majefty's 
difpleafure,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  take  that  liberty 
yet.  Your  father’s  memory,  fays  he  to  me, is  fo  detefted  by 
all  good  people } that  it  cannot  be  for  your  advantage  to 
pafs  for  his  fon  either  in  Prance  or  Englandfo  that  I’d  advife 

you 
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you  to  change  your  name.  The  honour  of  being  vifcount 
Axminfler's  fon- in-law,  will  procure  you  refpett  where- 
ever  you  go.  To  corroborate  what  he  faid,  he  gave  me 
an  account  of  the  punifhment  which  had  been  infli&ed  on 
the  regicides  in  England , and  with  what  ignominy  my 
father’s  body  had  been  treated.  I thank’d  him  for  this 
double  advice,  and  promifed  to  follow  it*  So  that  during 
my  twenty  four  hours  ftay.in  Orleans,  I obtain’da  bleffing 
•which  merits  the  fearch  of  ages  ; I mean  a virtuous  and 
faithful  friend.  He  told  me,  upon  my  taking  leave,  that 
after  having  travell’d  fome  months  in  France,  he  intended 
to  withdraw  to  Roan , and  there  fpend  his  days ; and  that 
I might  always  hear  of  him  in  the  abovemention’d 
city. 

I again  fet  out  poft,  and  being  alone,  my  fad  heart  dif- 
burthen’d  itfelf  a little  by  a deep  figh.  Gracious  heavens  ! 
fays  I j can  I ever  more  hope  for  any  return  of  pleafure 
and  tranquillity  ? After  having  loft  all  I held  dear,  which 
was  ravifh’dfrom  me  by  death  and  infidelity  5 wilt  thou 
ftill  be  fo  indulgent  as  to  referve  me  fo  fweet  a confolation 
as  that  of  friendfhip?  Thus  I fpent  part  of  my  journey, 
in  examining  whether  my  heart  was  fufceptible  of  any 
fenfation  but  grief } and  found  that  ’twas  equally  impof- 
fible  I fhould  ceafe  to  be  tender  and  unfortunate. 

At  my  arrival  inP^w,  I found  an  apartment  had  been 
hir’d,  and  an  equipage  bought  for  me ; upon  which  I fet 
out  without  lofs  of  time  for  St.  Cloud , where  I was 
inform’d  the  dutchefs  of  Orleans  generally  iefided.  This 
excellent  Princefs  being  of  fo  eafy  accefs,  I was  foon  per- 
mitted to  fee  her  ; and  thereupon  acquainted  her  with  the 
occafion  of  my  journey,  and  how  much  I ftood  in  need 
of  her  protection.  Her  highnefs  indulg’d  it  me  at  once} 
and  as  fhe  was  to  go  that  evening  to  Verfailles,  Ibegg’d 
leave  to  follow  her ; and  likewife  that  fhe  would  pleafe  to 
inftruCtmehow  I wastoadt.  You  fhall  come  and  fee  me 
to-morrow,  fays  fhe,  in  my  apartment  at  court}  and 
then  we’ll  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  neceftary . Hear- 
ing this  I took  my  leave,  and  went  for  Verfailles,  flulh’d 
with  the  greateft  hopes. 

The  French  court  was  at  that  time  fo  crouded  and  mag- 
nificent, that  it  was  a difficult  matter  to  find  an  apartment 
fit  for  me  in  Verfailles.  The  king  had  juft  concluded  a 

glorious 
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glorious  peace  with  Spain,  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
felle , and  as  he  liv'd  in  pei  fedt  good  harmony  with  all  his 
neighbours  i fo  general  a tranquillity  had  invited  a great 
number  of  foreigners ; who  came  to  be  eye-witnefles  of 
all  the  wonders  which  were  publifh’d  of  that  great  mo- 
narch. The  ceremony  of  the  dauphin’s  chriftening, 
which  was  foon  to  be  folemniz'd  at  s t . Germain's  in  Lctye  j 
and  for  which  fplendid  preparations  were  making,  drew 
thither  all  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom,  who  never  fail, 
on  thefe  occafions,  to  contribute  all  they  can  to  heighten 
the  fplendor  of  the  crown.  Nothing  was  therefore  feen 
but  magnificence  in  drefs;  and  pompous  equipages ; and, 
if  we  were  to  judge  by  outward  appearance,  the  king  of 
Trance  was  at  the  higheft  point  of  glory,  to  which  am- 
bition can  afpire.  The  court  W3sfocrouded,  that  the  day 
after  my  arrival  I could  fcarce  make  my  way  through  the 
feveral  apartments  ot  the  palace.  However,  being  at  laft 
come  to  that  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans , I there  met 
one  of  her  officers,  who  had  feen  me  the  night  before  at 
St.  Cloud.  The  gentleman  went  into  her  highnefs,  and 
told  her  that  I begg’d  leave  to  fpeak  to  her,  upon  which  I 

was  immediately  order’d  to  walk  into  her  clofet 

Things,  Sir,  fays  fhe,  turn  very  much  in  your  favour  j 
his  majefty , who  generally  vifits  me  in  the  afternoon,  has 
fent  word  that  he’ll  be  here  this  morning;  and  therefore, 
pray  repeat  the  particulars  you  fpoke  laft  night,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  the  more  prefent  to  my  memory  when 
his  majefty  comes.  I then  gave  her  highnels  an  account 
of  every  thing  that  had  paft  in  Saumur  and  Angers,  as  I 
bad  done  before.  As  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  do  this, 
without  giving  her  fome  little  idea  of  the  gloomy  difpo- 
fitionof  my  mind,  (he  had  the  curiofity  to  enqufre  into 
thecaufeof  it.  I fatisfied  her  highnefs  by  letting  her  in- 
to part  of  my  ftory,  and  did  not  l'o  much  as  conceal  my 
wife’s  infidelity.  The  great  attention  with  which  fhe 
liftened,  fliew’d  that  (he  was  pleafed  with  my  relation. 
But  after  I had  done  fpeaking,  I was  prod igioufly  fur- 
priz’d  at  her  anfwer.  i believe,  fir,  fays  fhe,  I know 
your  lady I am,  fays  fhe,  after  reflecting  a mo- 

ment, vaftly  miftakenif  I don’t. 

My  wife!  alas!  madam,  ’tis  impoffible  that  perfidious 
creature  fnould  have  had  the  confidence  to  approach  your 
V o l.  II.  H highnefs. 
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highnefs.  She’s  far  from  being  of  a bold  and  affuming 
chara&er : would  to  heavens  fhe  were  not  bafe  and  incon- 
ilant ! She  mull  have  laid  afide  all  pretenfions  to  modedy , 
before  flie  could  have  prefum’d  to  appear  before  your  high- 
nefs 3 immers’d,  as  fhe  is,  in  crimes  of  the  blacked  dye. 
You  may  be  perfuaded,  fays  the  princefs  interrupting  me, 
that  flie  never  reveal’d  them  to  me*  but  I’m  firmly  per- 
fuaded ’tis  fhe  herfelf.  About  fix  weeks  hence,  this  very 
lady  addrefs’d  me,  merely  as  an  J ^nglijh  gentlewoman  who 
flood  in  need  of  my  protection.  She  was  introduc’d  to 
Hie,  and  I mull  confefs  that  her  perfon  prejudiced  me 
greatly  in  her  favour,  i enquir’d  her  name,  and  what 
fervice  I could  do  her  $ upon  which  fhe  defil  ’d  me  not  to 
infill  upon  her  anfwering  the  firfl  queftion  j but  after  hav- 
ing acquainted  me  ; (the  tears  dreaming  from  her  eyes  as 
fhe  fpoke)  that  fhe  came  from  the  Weft-Indies , and  that 
her  fufiferings  were  inexpreflible,  fhe  begg’d  me  to  pro- 
cure her  fome  afylum,  in  which  fhe  might  fpend  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days.  I was  fo  pleafed  with  her,  that  had 
fhe  difclofed  all  her  affairs  to  me,  I fhould  certainly  have 
taken  her  into  my  houfhold  j but  fhe  perfided  in  refufing 
to  gratify  me  in  this  particular,  and  only  begg’d  me  to 
procure  her  fome  place  where  fhe  might  live  in  peace. 
Finding  this,  I advis’d  her  to  retire  into  the  monadery 
of  Chdillot  i and  upon  her  agreeing  to  it,  I fent  a gentle- 
man of  my  houfhold  to  conduct  her  thither,  and  recom- 
mend her  to  the  abbefs  in  my  name. When  I 

compare  what  you  have  now  told  me,  with  the  few  par- 
ticulars die  gave  me  an  idea  of,  I don’t  doubt  but  fhe 
is  your  lady ; ar’n’t  you  therefore  defirous  of  feeing  her  ? 

See  her ! fays  I with  a deep  figh,  alas  I ought  rather  to 
fliun,  and  endeavour  to  forget  her  eternally.  However, 
madam,  I am  infinitely  oblig’d  to  your  highnefs  for  being 
io  indulgent.  Your,  goodnefs  has  fix’d  her  in  a place, 
where  I now  need  not  fear,  that  fhe’ll  ever  difhonour  me 
more.  Faithlefs  creature  ! This  then  is  the  fruit  fhe  reap; j 
from  all  her  crimes ! She,  no  doubt,  intends  to  fpend  the 

red  of  her  days  in  bewailing  her  lover  1 I pity 

you  both,  fays  the  princefs  * for,  to  be  plain  with  you,  J 
cannot  advife  you  to  fee  her  again  j and  neverthelefs,  com- 
panion inclines  me  to  wifh  her  as  well  as  I do  you.  A. 
her  highnefs  had  done  fpeaking,  word  was  brought  tha 
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Iiis  majefty  was  coming  in,  upon  which  fhe  defir’d  me  to 
withdraw  and  wait  a little.  I obey’d  and  walk’d  about 
the  anti-chamber,  revolving  my  ufual  melancholy  ideas, 
which  now  prcfented  themielves  more  ftrongly  to  my 
imagination,  than  they  had  before  done  for  Tome  time.  I 
now  was  fully  pcrfuaded,  that  my  wife  was  really  in 
Ckaiilot . Altho”twas  fome  little  confolaticn  for  me,  to 
hear  that  fhe  was  now  in  a place  where  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  for  her  to  indulge  in  fuch  pafiions,  as  are  of  a cri- 
minal nature  j I yet  felt  the  fame  violent  emotions,  as 
when  Ifirftheard  of  her  infidelity.  The  circumftance 
which  tormented  me  moll,  was  my  inability  todifcover 
how  I was  inclin’d  with  regard  to  that  faithlefs  creature  ; 
and  whether  love  had  any  fhare  in  my  agitations.  This 
I examin’d  very  fincerely,  having  no  defign  to  impofe  up- 
on myfelf ; and  I had  fo  much  ftrength  of  mind  as  to  give 
this  teftimony  of  my  own  difpofition,  viz.,  that  in  what 
frame  foever  my  mind  might  be,  I was  fure  I fliould  never 
defire  to  fee  her.  Me!  fays  I,  fee  an  infamous  woman 
who  has  brought  me  to  fhame;  a perfidious  creature  who 
has  violated  all  her  engagements ; a cruel  wretch,  who 
has  ftabb’d  my  heart  ? I fee  a bafe  jilt,  a hypocrite,  who 
impos’d  upon  me  for  feveral  years  together,  by  a fpacious 
outfide  of  virtue  and  honour ; and  who  certainly  laugh’d 
in  herfelf,  to  find  me  fo  ftupidly  fond  and  credulous  ? No  ! 
I'll  never  fee  her  more.  But  why  does  her  bare  remem- 
brance excite  fuch  emotions  in  my  heart?  Whence  do 
thofe  tears  proceed  which  are  now  ready  to  flow, 
and  the  Defpair  which  preys  inceflantly  on  my  heart? 
Did  I not  wifh  for  death,  to  put  a period  to  all  my  evils? 
And  even  now  that  my  reafon  feems  to  have  recover’d  its 
former  feat,  fhould  I not  tear  my  hair,  and  vent  the  moll 
mournful  cries,  were  I to  yield  to  the  furious  tranfports, 
which  ft  ill  rack  my  imagination  ? 

So  great  was  the  chaos  of  confus’d  and  involuntary  e- 
motionsthat  I could  not  pierce  thro’  it  ; and  1 inceflantly 
groan’d  and  tortur’d  my  felf,  without  being  able  to  make 
the  leaft  diftinft  reflexion  on  the  caufe  of  my  agonies. 
But  in  the  midflof  this  diftra&ion  of  mind,  a page  came 
to  me  from  the  princefs,  and  defir’dmeto  walk  into  the 
clofer.  Sorrow  was  fo  ftrongly  painted  on  my  counte- 
nance, that  her  highnefs  hinted  it  to  the  king  5 Your  ma- 
id z jefty. 
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jefty,  fays  Hie,  fees  him  before  you  ; the  bare  fight  of 
him  melts  my  heart ; I don’t  think  that  ever  man  was  fo 
unfortunate.  His  majefty  then  was  pleas’d  to  fpeak  to  me 
in  the  moll  gracious  words,  and  afterwards  turning  about 
to  the  princefs;  Madam,  fays  his  majefty,  with  regard 
to  what  happen’d  at  Angers,  I have  already  told  you  that 
’twas  done  without  my  knowledge.  I leave  all  religious 
matters  to  the  council  of  confidence,  tho’  I am  perfiuaded 
they  fometimesabule  my  authority  : but  I never  intended, 
that  fiuch  foreigners  as  came  into  my  dominions  fhouldbe 
troubled  upon  any  account ; and  therefore  thofe  who 
committed  this  ad  of  injuftice,  fhall  certainly  be  call’d  to 
account  for  it.  As  her  highnefs  knew,  that  fiuch  general 
promifes  as  thefie  as  are  fioon  forgot, and  being  defirous  that 
this  fhould  not;  (he  anfwer’d  in  the  moll  agreeable  man- 
ner, that  I did  not  defire  any  perfion  fliould  be  puni fil’d  up- 
on my  account ; all  I begg’d,  was,  to  be  allow’d  to  fee 
my  children  as  fioon  as  pofifible.  The  king  underftood  her 
meaning,  and  thereupon  ordering  an  Exon  of  the  guards 
to  be  brought  in,  he  immediately  commanded  him 
to  go  to  Mr.  de  Louvois,  with  the  orders  I fo  earneftly 
wifh’d  for.  Upon  this  I withdrew  with  the  Exon ; 
her  highnefs,  at  the  fame  time,  defiring  me  not  to  be 
out  of  the  way;  forlmuft,  fays  fine,  fee  you  again  very 
fioon. 

I waited  in  the  antichamber,  ’till  his  majefty  was  with- 
drawn ; and  heard  the  company  fpeak  varioufly,  about 
his  vifiting  the  princefs  ib  conftantly,  both  at  Verfailles  and 
St.  Cloud.  Tho’ I did  not  mix  among  the  courtiers,  to 
whom  I was  wholly  unknown ; I neverthelefis  gather’d 
the  fienfie  of  a great  part  of  their  difcourfe,  as  I walk’d  up 
and  down  alone  among  them.  Some  fancied  that  the 
king  was  in  love  with  the  princefs ; others  imagin’d  that 
their  interviews  were  altogether  political;  and  foretold 
very  exactly  the  treaty  which  was  concluded  a little  after, 
between  France  and  England,  again  ft  Holland ; but  I did 
not  find  that  any  one  guefs’d  the  real  motive  of  the  king’s 
vifits,  as  it  afterwards  appear’d ; I mean  thefecret  inclina- 
tion he  had  for  one  of  her  highnefis’s  maids  of  honour. 
His  majefty  never  came  once  into  the  apartment,  with- 
out finding  fiome  opportunity  of  difcourfing  a momenfior 
two  with  that  young  lady.  I fiaw  her  among  the  reft  of 
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the  maids  of  honour,  and  tho5  her  perfon  did  not  feem  to 
be  very  engaging,  and  that  no  one  knew  the  king  had  a 
particular  inclination  for  her;  I neverthelefs  fancied,  by 
fome  glances  fhot  from  his  majefty’s  eyes,  as  he  left  the 
clofet,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  her  with  indifference. 
The  king’s  eyes  mu  ft  neceffarily  have  been  vaftly  expref- 
five,  to  make  me  obferve  this  circumfhnce,  as  I had  never 
feen  him  before. 

The  princefs  having  fent  for  me  as  foon  as  the  company 
were  withdrawn,  I return’d  into  the  clofet.  You  have 
the  greateft  reafon,  fays  fhe,  to  be  fatisfied  wi.h  the 
king’s  goodnefsj  for,  as  he  has  given  fuch  ffcridt  orders, 
your  affair  will  foon  be  done  ; but  I am  curious  to  know 
how  you  intend  to  behave  with  regard  to  your  own  lady. 

1 anfwer’d,  that  I believ’d  the  only  thing  proper  would  be, 
to  let  her  continue  in  the  convent  which  her  highnefs  had 
been  pleas’d  to  place  her  in.  — W hy  fo,  fays  the  princefs  ? 
file’s  a moll  agreeable  woman  ; you  are  young;  men  of 
your  age  can’t  do  very  well  without  a wife,  and  therefore 
I advife  you  to  be  reconcil’d  to  her.  Are  we  not  to  in- 
dulge a pardon  to  fuch  perfons  as  we  once  lov’d  with  a 
moll  tender  paffion,  efpecially  when  they  difeover  a real 
repentance  of  their  faults  ? Befides,  I find  by  what  you 
have  told  me,  that  France  was  not  the  feene  of  her  unhap- 
py condudi;  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  fecrecy. 
Thus,  you  fee,  your  honour  will  not  be  expos’d  in  any 
manner,  and  that  you  may  live  as  happily  with  her  as 
ever. 

Thefe  arguments,  which  were  rather  human,  than 
juft  and  rational,  made  a ftrong  impreffion  on  me;  and 
thereupon  I continu’d  for  a few  moments,  uncertain  what 
anfwer  to  make.  Her  highnefs  being  urgent  with  me  to 
fpeak,  Madam,  fays  I,  at  laft,  I muft  confefs  that  your 
highnefs’s  advice  has  clear’d  up  a doubt,  which  I really 
imagin’d  it  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to  get  over  eafily. 
I could  not  tell  whether  I ftill  had  fome  tendernefs  left  for 
that  faithlefs  woman  ; but  I now  find,  by  the  fondnefs 
with  which  I liften  to  your  highnefs’s  advice,  that  ’twou’d 
be  in  vain  for  me  to  imagine  I had  completely  triumph’d 
over  love:  however,  it  will  be  hardly  poffible  for  me  to 
forget  my  wife’s  guilt.  When  I firft  gave  way  to  the 
fond  paffion  I had  for  her,  I refolv’d  to  love  with  reafon  * 
H j and 
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and  hop’d  to  make  myfelf  happy  by  the  only  two  me- 
thods I fuppos’d  capable  of  rendering  me  fo ; I mean  love 
and  wifdom.  I had  for  many  years  been  fo  blind,  as  to 
perfuade  myfelf  I had  fucceeded  in  this  particular ; or,  at 
lea  ft,  that  the  only  thing  wanting  to  complete  my  happi- 
nefs,  was,  a handfome  competency,  which  I had  fome 
reafon  to  hope  would  one  day  be  indulg’d  me.  Never- 
thelefs,  I was  betray’d  by  a perfidious  woman,  who  un- 
doubtedly never  was  fincere  in  her  love;  fince  fhe  was  fo 
bafe  as  to  abandon  me,  and  in  one  day  fap  the  two  founda- 
tions of  my  happinels.  Your  highnefs, fays  I,  may  poflibly 
be  in  the  dark  as  to  the  meaning  of  thefe  words ; but  I 
muft  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  lay  open  my  whole  foul  to 
you,  in  order  to  render  myfelf  worthy  of  the  regard  and 
concern,  which  you  are  pleas’d  to  difeover  for  my  wel- 
fare. 

I then  gave  her  highnefs  an  exaCt  account  of  the  man- 
ner of  my  education,  and  the  principles  by  which  I had 
always  fquar’d  my  conduCt.  I did  not  fo  much  as  conceal 
either  my  name  or  my  birth;  and  at  the  fame  time  told 
.her  the  advice  winch  the  lord  Clarendon  had  given  me ; 
and  affur’d  her  highnefs  that  my  flory  fhould  have  been 
conceal’d  to  all  but  herfelf.  At  laft,  after  having  given 
her  a genuine  account  of  whatever  had  befallen  me;  of 
my  wife’s  infidelity,  and  the  fad  circumftances  which  had 
attended  upon  it ; I concluded  with  relating  my  adventures 
in  St.  Helena,  Cor unna  and Saumur.  Such,  madam,  fays 
I,  is  the  abyfs  into  which  my  wife  has  plung’d  me.  She 
has  not  only  robb’d  me  of  the  felicity  which  arofe  from 
her  love ; but  likewife  made  me  lofe  the  happinefs  which  I 
imagin’d  was  fo  ftrongly  founded,  I mean,  on  wifdom. 
I had  hitherto  confider’d  my  philofophy,  whether  it  were 
real  or  delulive,  as  a fource  of  light  and  ftrength ; but 
fince  the  misfortune  which  opprefs’d  me,  I find  her  to  be 
nothing  lefs  than  what  I had  imagin’d.  Suppofc  fhe  had 
been  only  a fhadowy  and  fictitious  being,  fhe  yet  had  the- 
powertocalm  my  foul, and  adminifter’d  comfort, when  the 
evils  were  not  beyond  her  reach ; but  fince  1 have  loft  that 
which  was  to  make  me  compleatly  happy,  in  conjunction 
with  wifdom,  the  dictates  of  philofophy  are  now  of  no 
effeCt.  Thus  my  natural  affeCtions  and  underftanding 
partake  equally  of  my  misfortunes.  The  former  thereby 
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Iofe  all  their  delights,  and  the  latter  its  ftrength  and  fup- 
port.  This  fill’d  me  with  defpair,  and  I wifh’d  to  die  ; and 
now,  madam,  would  you  advife  me  to  be  reconcil’d  to 
the  perfon  who  has  been  the  caufe  of  all  my  calamities  ? 

The  princefs  looking  upon  me  with  aftonifhment,  I 
{aid  to  her;  Madam,  I believe  you  find  fomething  very 
fingular  in  my  fentiments,  and  the  turn  of  my  exprelTi- 
ons ; and’tis  this,  or  I am  very  much  miftaken,  occafi- 
ons  the  furprize,  which  methinks  I difeover  in  your 
highnefs’s  eyes.  To  fpeak  the  truth,  fays  fhe,  you  ap- 
pear to  me  a very  extraordinary  perfon ; and  I muft  con- 
fefs  that  what  I have  now  heard,  is  wholly  new  to  me. 
However,  finceyou  govern  your  felf  by  fuch  wife  prin- 
ciples, (and  how  few  do  fo!)  I {hall  value  you  much 
more  upon  that  account.  The  older  I grow,  and  the 
more  experience  I gain,  the  more  I find  mankind  in  ge- 
neral to  be  falle  and  criminal.  I am  refolv’d  to  make 
your  moral  fyltem  familiar  to  me  ; and  allure  you,  that 
1 fhall  be  glad  to  have  fiich  a monfter  as  you  often  in  my 
company.  But,  by  the  way,  I thmk  you  don’t  argue 
juftly.  Becaufe  your  lady  has  depriv’d  you  of  all  the  foft 
fenfations  of  love,  and  made  philofophy  of  no  ule  to 
you  ? you  thence  conclude,  that  fhe  does  not  deferve 
ever  to  be  feen  any  more  by  you  : now  I,  on  the  con- 
trary, am  of  opinion,  that  you  ought,  for  your  own 
fake,  to  be  reconcil’d  to  her  as  foon  as  pofiible  ; in  or- 
der to  enjoy  again  thofe  pleafures  which  love  and  phi- 
lofophy difpenfe.  Alas  ! madam,  fays  I to  her,  what 
pleafures  can  I expedt  from  love,  after  the  falfe  creature 
has  us’d  me  fo  barbaroufly  ? Your  highnefs  thinks  that 
I may  again  be  captivated  by  thofe  charms  which  once 
had  fo  fatal  an  afeendant  over  my  heart;  fuch  as  her 
lovely  eyes,  her  fine  fhape,  and  the  feveral  graces  which 
(hone  throughout  her  whole  perfon  ? Thefe,  indeed, 
fir’d  my  foul ; but  your  highnefs  may  be  allur’d,  that  I 
fhould  only  have  admir’d,  had  I not  fancied  they  were 
heighten’d  by  other  things,  which  were  much  more 
worthy  of  infpiring  love.  That  redtftude  of  foul,  that 
modefty,  fweetnefs,  and  an  hundred  other  beautiful 
qualities  which  I fancied  I had  difeover’d  in  her  mind, 
either  never  exilled  at  all,  or  are  quite  extindt.  But, 
fuppoling  honour  were  quite  out  of  the  cafe ; what  Ihould 
H 4 I 
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I now  do  with  her  ? I fhould  continually  exclaim  agafnft 
her  inconftancy  and  bafenefs  ; and  all  my  glances  would 
dart  complaints  or  reproaches : my  very  filence  would 
be  a ftrong  cenfure  ; and  tho’  I could  be  fo  much  matter 
of  my  temper,  as  to  aflame  a calm,  unruffled  counte- 
nance ; would  this  either  make  me  happier,  or  fhe  lefs 
guilty  ? — But  you  own,  fays  the  princefs  interrupting 
me,  that  you  ftill  have  fome  love  for  her.  Love 
heals  wounds  of  every  kind,  and  throws  a veil  over  all 
faults. — I will  confefs,  fays  I,  that  I ftill  love  her;  but 
then  lam  perfuaded  ’tis  a weaknefs.  You’ll  never  get 
the  better  of  it,  replied  the  princefs,  fmiling;  andfince 
it  will  one  day  gain  the  afcendant,  you  had  better  let  my 
intreaties  ferve  you  as  a pretext,  fince  by  that  means  you’ll 
fecure  your  own  honour  and  that  of  philofophy  ? 

This  converfation,  which  was  fpun  out  to  a much 
greater  length,  was  attended  with  very  happy  confequen- 
ces ; for  it  infpir’d  the  princefs  with  fo  much  affeCHon 
for  me  and  my  family,  and  fo  great  concern  for  my  in- 
tcreft  ; that  it  prompted  her  to  a£t  the  part  of  a mother 
to  my  children,  and  to  be  my  protedirefs  in  a court 
where  I was  wholly  a ftranger.  She  was  pleafed  to  de- 
fire me  to  hire  a houfe  in  her  neighbourhood  at  St.  Cloudy 
in  order  that  I might  vifit  her  often ; and  accordingly  I 
hir’d  one  which  was  very  agreeable  and  commodious, 
before  I return’d  to  Anjou  ; and  order’d  fome  of  my 
people  to  furnifh  it  during  my  abfence.  Upon  this,  fet- 
ting  out,  I pafs’d  thro’  Orleans  in  my  way  to  Angers,  but 
did  not  meet  with  the  lord  Clarendon  in  that  city,  he  be- 
ing gone  for  Foi&iers  three  or  four  days  before.  Being 
got  to  my  journey’s  end,  I went  immediately  to  Mrs. 
Lallin  and  my  fitter ; and  found  that  the  king’s  orders 
were  not  only  arriv’d,  but  put  in  execution;  my  two 
fons  and  my  niece  Bridge  being  in  the  houfe  with  them. 
The  ladies  affur’d  me,  that  the  bifhop  had  fhewn  them 
thekindeft  treatment  during  my  abfence,  for  which  rea- 
fon  I thought  it  my  duty  to  return  him  thanks.  I don’t 
know  he  came  to  hear,  of  the  powerful  protection  I 
had  already  gain’d  at  court;  but  though  he  had  trea- 
ted me  with  the  utmofl  civility  in  his  palace  ; 1 obferv’d 
fomething  in  his  carriage  and  his  offers  of  fervice,  ftill 
more  obliging  than  what  he  had  before  indulg’d  me, 

which 
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which  I afcrib’d  to  the  news  he  had  heard  from  Verfaillei. 
I could  not,  however,  forbear  taking  notice,  with  a 
: pleafant  air,  that  his  majefty  did  not  approve  of  violent 
I proceedings.  The  bifhop  took  my  meaning  ; and  to 
juftify  his  conduct,  related  the  following  particulars.  Fa- 
ther le  Bane,  fays  he  fuperior  of  the  oratory,  told  the 
intendant,  by  letter,  that  he  knew  a foreigner  lately  fet- 
rled  in  Saumur,  who  feern’d  defirousof  inftrudb’nghim- 
felf  in  religious  matters,  but  was  unhappily  fallen  into 

the  hands  of  Mr.  C the  huguenot  minifter;  and 

therefore,  in  all  probability,  not  only  himfelf,  but  his 
whole  family,  would  foon  be  infedfed  with  herefy.  The 
intendant,  upon  his  receiving  this  letter,  tranfmitted  it 
immediately  to  me  ; and  I will  own  to  you,  fays  the 
bifhop,  that  the  great  concern  I have  for  your  eternal 
welfare,  prompted  me  to  get  you  fecur’d  and  brought  in- 
to this  city ; and  upon  hearing  that  you  was  a perlon  of 
diftin&ion,  I offer’d  to  take  you  into  my  own  houfe, 
and  to  inftru<ft  you  my  felf.  Perhaps  the  intendant  may 
have  been  a little  too  officious ; but  thefe  gentlemen  will 
be  obey’d,  in  the  feveral  provinces,  with  analmoft  ab^- 
folutc  authority.  They  have  a great  many  blank  lettres 
de  cachet,  which  they  fill  up  whenever  they  pleafe  ; fo 
that  their  whole  proceedings  feem  to  be  by  the  king’s 
orders.  I appear’d  well  fatisfied  with  this  juftification, 
which  threw  the  whole  blame  on  the  intendant. 

I now  thought  of  removing  to  St.  Claud  with  my 
whole  fam  ly  and  furniture.  Shall  I be  fo  weak  as  to 
make  the  following  confeffion  ? Notwithftanding  I was 
fo  highly  exafperated  againft  my  wife,  ’twasfome  plea- 
fure  to  me  to  think  that  I fiiould  now  be  near  her, 
Chaillot  not  being  above  three  miles  from  St.  Cloud  j 
and  though  I endeavour’d  to  banifh  this  idea,  as  arguing 
the  greateft  weaknefs  j it  yet  was  continually  prefenc 
to  my  imagination  throughout  the  whole  journey.  The- 
tumults  of  my  foul  were  fo  vifible  in  my  countenance, 
that  the  two  ladies  told  me  every  day  they  were  fur- 
priz’d,  timehad  fo  little  eftedt  upon  my  forrows.  Being 
now  arriv’d  at  my  houfe,  which  had  been  completely 
furnifh’d,  Mis.  Lallm  and  my  lifter  were  very  well 
pleas’d  with  it.  There  was  a large  garden  belonging  to 
it,  a little  grove,  and  every  thing  that  can  form  an  agree- 
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able  folitude.  The  next  day  I waited  upon  the  princefs 
to  pay  her  my  refpedts,  and  acquaint  her  with  the  arri- 
val of  my  family.  Her  highnefs  did  not  wait  for  my  ; 
defiring  the  liberty  to  prefent  my  children  to  her,  but  . 
prevented  me  by  faying ; I defire  you  to  bring  them  this  ! 
evening;  for  I would  have  them  know  the  way  to  my 
palace  as  foon  as  poflible.  After  having  thank’d  her  1 
highnefs  in  the  beft  manner  I was  able,  for  her  uncom-  j 
mon  goodnefs;  I mention’d  my  fitter  to  her,  whofpoke  , 
our  tongue  fo  well,  that  fhe  might  very  eafily  pafsfor  a 
native  of  England-,  which  I had  no  fooner  done,  but  this  ] 
excellent  princefs  bid  me  bring  her  alfo.  I was  afraid  \ 
that  Mrs.  Lallin  would  be  very  uneafy,  fhould  any  en-  j 
deavours  be  us’d  to  make  her  more  known  than  fhe  de- 
lir’d  to  be  ; and  indeed  the  melancholy  fcenes  of  life 
fhe  had  pafs’d  thro’,  made  her  juftly  fond  of  retire- 
ment ; I my  felf  had  applauded  her  refolution  in  this  re- 
fpedt,  for  which  reafon  I never  once  mention’d  her  to 
the  princefs. 

As  I was  leaving  the  palace,  I faw  a fplendid  coach 
coming  into  the  court,  and  enquiring  whom  it  belong’d 
to,  was  told  the  lord  Terroill.  Tho’  I was  not  perfon- 
ally  acquainted  with  that  nobleman,  I remember’d  he 
had  been  vifcount  Axminfter’s  old  friend ; and  that  the 
latter  had  made  over  part  of  his  eftate  to  him.  I atfirfl 
was  refolv’d  tofpeak  to  him  ; but  a refle&ion  which  my 
own  unhappy  fate  fuggefted,  and  that  of  his  noble 
friend’s  unhappy  daughter,  prevailed  with  me  to  go  a- 
way,  without  fpeaking  to  him.  I confider’d,  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  acquaint  him  fo  foon  with  my 
affairs ; and  the  fear  I was  under  left  her  highnefs  fhould 
let  flip  any  particulars  relating  tome,  in  difcourfing with 
him,  made  me  return  to  my  apartment,  and  befeech  her 
not  to  tell  his  lordfhip  who  I was.  My  meeting  him, 
increas’d  my  forrow  to  fuch a degree,  that  I wasalmott: 
befiie  my  felf  as  I was  returning  home.  Heavens ! fays 
I,  what  ignominy  is  refle&ed  on  vifcount  Axminjler's 
memory  ! How  will  it  be  poflible  for  me  to  fee  any  of 
his  friends,  without  mentioning  his  daughter,  and  con- 
iequently  without  revealing  both  her  father’s  fhame  and 
mine  ? How  can  I be  able  to  conceal,  what  mutt  befo 
ftrongly  impreft  on  my  countenance,  though  it  were 
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poffible  for  me  to  difguife  it  in  my  difcourfe.  Alas ! the 
lord  Terwill  was  formerly  an  eye-witnefs  to  lady  Axmin- 
ftcr’s  misfortunes,  and  he  now  muft  hear  of  her  daugh- 
ter’s infamy  ! It  will  not  only  come  to  his  knowledge, 
but  that  of  all  England.  Thus  will  relentlefs  fate  per- 
fecute  the  unhappy  vifcount  Axminfler,  even  after  death : 
He  hardly  enjoy’d  a moment’s  eafe  or  fatisfa&ion  in  his 
' life  time,  and  now  he  will  be  difhonour’d  in  his  grave. 
Indeed,  I could  not  fee  how  it  would  be  potlible  for 
me  to  avoid  acquainting*  lord  Terwill  with  my  wife’s 
wretched  ftory,  in  cafe  I declar’d  my  felf  co  be  vifcount 
\ Axminfter’s  Ion-in-law  ; and  yet  I could  not  difpenfe 
with  doing  this  for  my  children’s  fake,  who  otherwile 
would  be  depriv’d  of  part  of  their  grandfather’s  eftate. 
To  confefs  the  truth,  the  principal  motive  which  en- 
1 gag’d  me  to  fettle  for  feme  time  in  France,  lince  my 
landing  at  Nantz,  was,  the  hopes  I entertain’d,  that  the 
fad  ftory  of  my  misfortunes  would  be  forgot  before  I 
went  for  England.  ’Twas  for  this  reafon  that  I dif- 
mifs’d  my  failors,  and  fuch  perfons  about  me  whofe 
diferetion  I was  a little  fufpicious  of  ; being  refolv’d 
not  to  have  any  one  follow  me  to  England,  who  had  it 
in  his  power  to  difclofe  fuch  circumftances  as  1 defir’d 
to  bury  in  eternal  lilence.  However,  I had  not  call’d  to 
mind,  that  as  lord  Terwill  muft  be  in  years,  I fhould  run 
the  hazard  of  depriving  my  children  of  part  of  their  in- 
heritance ; in  cafe  I fhould  delay  any  longer  to  make 
them  known  to  him.  Neither  had  I confider’d  alfo, 
that  it  would  perhaps  be  a difficult  matter  for  me  to 
prove  the  juft  right  they  had  to  it,  by  vertue  of  their  birth, 
and  the  vifcount’ s laft  will.  ’Tis  true  indeed,  that  when 
he  was  upon  his  death-bed  at  Venfecola,  he  had  recogniz’d 
me  as  his  fon-in-law  and  heir,  by  anoteftgn’d  by  him- 
felf  j but  ’tis  well  known,  that  when  an  inftrument  is 
not  executed  in  a legal  manner,  it  may  be  eluded  ; and 
tho’  I had  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  lord  Terwill  s inte- 
grity, I naturally  concluded  that  he  would  deftre  fome 
ftronger  teftimony,  than  a bare  fignature,  and  the  word 
of  aperfon  who  was  unknown  to  him.  My  wife’s  pre* 
fence  a:one  would,  at  once,  remove  all  thefe  difficulties  ; 
and  what  pve  ?xt  could  I invent,  to  difguife  the  real 
caufe  of  her  abfence  ? 
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As  thefe  reflexions  only  heighten’d  my  perplexity  and 
forrow,  I refolv’d  to  acquaint  her  highnefs  with  them 
that  evening  ; and  by  that  means  engage  her  farther  in 
mine  and  my  family’s  intereft ; accordingly  I waited  up- 
on the  princefs  at  the  hour  appointed,  and  had  the  hon- 
our to  prefent  my  After  and  our  children  to  her  ; and  fhe 
receiv’d  them  with  that  goodnefs  and  affability,  which 
made  her  the  delight  of  the  Trench  court.  My  niece 
was  a very  amiable  child,  and  not  above  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  The  princefs  indulg’d  her  the  higheft 
marks  of  her  favour,  and  promifed  fhe  fhould  be  of  her 
houfhold,  when  (he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  con- 
vention turn’d  for  fome  time  on  generals,  when  I at 
laft  took  notice  of  my  meeting  the  lord  Termll  in  the 
morning  as  I was  coming  out  of  the  palace.  I after- 
wards told  her  highnefs  the  confufion  this  had  thrown 
me  into,  and  how  perplex’d  I was  at  the  thoughts  of 
my  being  obliged  to  difeover  myfelf  to  him,  for  the  fake 
of  my  children.  The  princefs  judg’d  what  it  was  that 
gave  me  pain,  without  my  explaining  myfelf  very  far. 
I fuppos’d,  fays  fhe  by  your  fo  earneftly  deliring  me 
not  to  name  you  to  him,  that  there  was  Something  be- 
tween you.  However,  I know  him  to  be  a man  of  hon- 
our ; and  you  may  be  perfuaded  that  he  will  not  make 
an  ill  ufe  of  the  confidence  which  vifeount  Axminfter 
had  in  his  friendfhip.  He’ll  make  but  a very  Ihort  ftay 
in  France,  and  is  come  purely  upon  my  affairs.  Tho’  I 
have  no  authority  over  his  lordfhip,  you  may  depend 
that  he’ll  foon,  at  my  requeft,  give  up  whatever  be- 
longs to  your  children.  You  have  no  occafion  to  fpeak 
to  him  upon  that  account,  for  I am  fure  he’ll  do  it  at 
once  at  my  bare  requeft.  Was  not  this,  fays  fhe,  what 
you  defire,  and  what  you  pofiibly  were  afraid  of  asking 
me  ? I anfwer’d  her  highnefs,  that  ’twas  much  more 
than  I defir’d  j and  that  1 could  not  have  expeXed  all 
this  from  fo-  great  a princefs,  had  I not  known  her  to 
be  goodnefs  itfelf  ; but  won’t,  lays  I,  with  fubmiifion  to 
your  highnefs,  his  lord  (hip  think  it  a little  ftrange,  to 
be  asked  to  give  up  what  he  has  in  his  hands,  without 
knowing  to  whom?  I obferv’d  farther,  that  I could  pre- 
vail fo  far  upon  my  felf  as  to  tell  my  lord  who  I am  ; 
that  I fhould  even  think  myfelf  oblig’d  to  pay  my  ac- 
knowledgments 
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knowledgments  to  him  ; that  therefore  the  only  diffi- 
culty was,  how  I fhould  conceal  my  wife’s  irregular 
condutt  from  him,  which  l look’d  upon  as  impoffible 
in  cafe  fhe  muft  be  difcover’d  to  him,  and  at  the  fame 
time  know  that  we  don’t  live  together.  I take  you, 
fays  her  highnefs  ; but  the  difficulty  is  not  fo  great  as 
you  imagine.  Your  lady  has  wifely  chafe  to  retire  from 
the  world,  and  ’tis  probable  fhe’ll  never  leave  her  folitude. 
Can’t  you  tell  lord  TerwilL  that  fhe’s  dead  ? Don’t  be  a- 
fraid  that  your  lady  would  ever  attempt  to  contradidt 
that  report,  fhould  it  ever  come  to  her  ears. — I highly 
approv’d  thcfe  hints,  and  therefore,  fays  I,  madam,  I am 
perfuaded  this  is  the  only  courfe  I can  take ; and  I don’t 
doubt  but  his  lordfhip  will  look  upon  what  you  affirm 
in  my  favour,  to  be  as  valid,  as  any  thing  my  wife  can 
fay.  But  fure  was  ever  man  more  unhappy  than  I ! Par- 
don, madam,  fays  I with  a deep  figh,  this  involuntary 
cry,  which  my  grief  and  ill  fortune  forces  from  me. 
You  fee  me  reduc’d  to  the  fa^al  neceffity  of  employing 
artifice  to  conceal  what  ought  to  be  my  greateft  glory, 
and  which  will  now  cover  me  with  fhameand  ignominy. 
Gods  ! I therefore  don’t  dare  to  fay  my  wife  is  living  ! 
She  is  dead  with  refpedl  to  me,  and  much  morefo  then 
with  regard  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  who  will  now  be- 
lieve fhe  is  in  her  grave  1 

The  fenfation  which  arofe  from  thefe  words  were  fo 
violent  and  bitter,  that  I felt  the  tears  trickle  from  my  eyes, 
at  which  I was  afhamed,  and  therefore  dry’d  ’em  imme- 
diately. Her  highnefs  was  ftruck  at  feeing  me  ; for  ’tis 
fcarce  poffible  for  a perfon  to  hear  the  natural  expreifions 
which  flow  from  deep  anguifh,  and  not  be  mov’d : I even 
obferv’d  that  a tear  flood  in  her  eye ; however,  fhe  af- 
fum’d  a Imiling  countenance;  when  fhe  reproach’d  me 
for  my  weaknefs,  and  laugh’d  at  my  philofophy.  I an- 
fwer’d,  alas!  madam,  either  your  goodnefs  is  wanting,  or 
you  fee  plainly  that  ’tis  moft  neceffary  to  me.  As  for  phi- 
lofophy, I at  once  give  it  up,  as  a ufelefs  miftrefs  whom 
I have  ferv’d  to  no  purpofe,  and.  that  always  fails  me 
when  her  affiftance  is  moft  neceflary.  But  in  cafe  any 
thing  is  more  capable  of  fuccouring  me  than  philofophy, 
’tis  your  highnefs’s  compaflion ; I therefore  befeech  yon 
not  to  refufe  me  the  teilimonies  of  it.  Let  me  alone* 
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fays  fhe  j I have  thought  of  a remedy  which  will  be  more 
efficacious  than  you  imagine,  and  I’ll  take  care  to  fend  it 
you.  Saying  this,  we  left  her  highnefs,  who  then  de- 
fied my  filler  to  come  and  vifit  her  often  with  the  chil- 
dren. 

I had  taken  caretochufealone  houfenear  St.  Cloud,  as 
was  before  obferv’d,  and  fuch  as  fuited  with  the  defign  I 
had  of  living  as  retir’d  as  poffible.  The  wood  or  grove 
that  belong’d  to  it  was  fpacious  enough  ; in  the  mofl  fo- 
litary  part  of  which  there  was  a little  houfe,  confifling 
of  two  rooms  and  a clofet,  which  were  fit  to  repofe  in, 
after  the  fatigue  of  a walk.  This  hermitage  I generally 
retir’d  to,  and  furnifh’d  it  very  prettily  : and  tho’  I did 
not  hope  to  meet  with  any  farther  fuccour  from  reading, 
I nevertheleis  bought  fo  many  books,  and  put  into  it,  as 
made  a little  library  . Here  I propos’d  to  pafs  the  greatefl 
part  of  my  time,  that  is,  thofe  hours  I fhould  not  fpend 
with  the  princefs.  I us’d  my  felf  never  to  be  out  of 
it,  but  at  the  hour  of  meals ; and  would  often  have  my 
victuals  brought  thither.  I led  much  the  fame  life  here  as 
I had  done  in  Sctumur ; in  reflecting  inceffantly  on  the 
calamities  I had  met  with ; in  begging  heaven  for  that 
peace  which  I could  no  longer  expeCt  from  men ; in 
fometimes  turning  a book  over,  but  diftra&ed  by  a 
thoufand  cruel  reflections,  which  prevented  my  taking 
a delight  in  what  1 read : at  other  times  opprefs’d  by 
the  violence  of  my  inward  pangs  when  I would  throw 
myfelf  on  the  bed,  but  found  fleep,  inflead  of  eafing 
my  tortures,  a frefh  fource  of  difquietude,  by  the  fatal 
and  terrifying  dreams  with  which  my  imagination  was 
rack’d! 

One  day  word  was  brought  me,  that  a clergyman,  fent 
from  the  princefs  defir’d  to  fpeak  with  me.  My  mind  was 
then  in  one  of  thofe  gloomy  fituations,in  which  my  for- 
rows  feem’d  to  prey  upon  me  with  redoubled  violence. 
However,  I order’d  the  fervant  to  bring  him  to  me. 
This  perfon  was  a jefuit.  All  I knew  of  this  fociety  was 
its  name;  except  that  I had  heard  fome  particulars  con- 
cerning it,  which  did  not  much  redound  to  its  credit. 
Being  therefore  prejudiced  againfl  the  French  clergy,  as 
was  before  obferv’d,  ever  lince  the  troubles  they  had 
brought  me  into  at  Saurrmr ; I certainly  Ihou’d  not  have 
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allow’d  him  admittance,  but  merely  upon  her  highnefs’s 
account.  I that  inftant  thought,  that  the  jefuit  brought 
the  remedy  which  the  princefs  had  hinted  to  me ; and  I be- 
gan to  fear,  that*twasof  the  fame  nature  with  that  which 
the  minifter  of  Saumur,  and  father  le  Bane  had  admini- 
fter’d,  viz,,  fuch  an  one  as  would  only  heighten  myun- 
eafinefs.  The  ecclefiaftic  was  introduc’d  into  my  library, 
when  he  addrefs’d  me  in  a very  civil  manner,  and  I found" 
him  as  polite,  and  not  quite  fo  affe&ed  as  father  leBane. 
He  told  me,  that  among  the  feveral  commifFions  with 
which  her  highnefs  had  entrufted  him,  he  would  open 
with  that  which  he  look’d  upon  as  the  lead  important, 
tho’  at  the  fame  time  it  was  greatly  fo  in  itfelf  j but  added, 
that  he  gave  it  this  name,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  that  I, 
had  very  little  efteem  for  the  advantages  which  it  would 
procure  me.  He  then  gave  me  a paper,  the  contents  of 
which  were  in  Englifl. ;,  and  defir’d  me  to  read  it  before 
he  explain’d  himfelf  farther.  This  was  an  inftrument 
fign’d  by  the  lord  Termll , by  which  he  acknowledg’d 
that  vifeount  Axminfier  at  his  leaving  England,  had  made 
over  certain  pofleffions  to  him, an  inventory  whereof  was 
there  inferred ; and  oblig’d  himfelf,  by  this  inftrument,  to 
reftore  them  to  fuch  of  the  vifcount’s  heirs,  as  fhould  make 
good  their  title.  He  added,  that  as  he  did  not  know  thefe 
heirs, he  thereforehad  thought  himfelf  bound  in  honour  and 
conlcience,  to  caufe  this  declaration  to  be  drawn  up  in  or- 
der to  prevent  any  divilions  and  difputes  which  might  a- 
rile  after  his  death  * and  therefore  had  thought  proper  to 
make  it  over  toHenrietta  'Maria  dutchefsof  Orleans ; to  be 
difpos’d  of  as  fhe  fhould  think  proper,  having  had  the 
greateft  experience  of  her  humanity  and  juftice. 

What  I admir’d  particularly  in  this  illuftrious  princefs, 
was,  the  former  of  thofe  virtues,  which  had  prompted 
her  to  follow,  with  fo  much  care  and  addrefs,  the  method 
which  was  moft  conformable  to  my  defires.  This  in- 
ftrument nat  only  fecur’d  the  inheritance  of  my  children, 
but  rid  me  of  a thoufand  inconveniencies  I fhould  other- 
wife  have  been  expos’d  to.  There  now  was  no  longer 
occafionof  employing  artifice  in  order  to  impofe  on  lord 
Termll,  by  pretending  that  my  wife  was  dead.  Both  of 
us  weredifpenfed  from  appearing,  fince  her  highnefs  was 
pleafed  to  take  the  whole  management  of  this  affair  in 
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fome  manner  upon  herfelf.  As  to  the  fatisfa&ion  I had 
propos’d  to  meet  with,  in  making  myfelf  known  to  lord 
Termll , I was  not  now  oblig’d  to  be  fo  hafty  in  that  mat- 
ter j and  I flatter’d  myfelf  that  I fhould  one  day  or  other 
meet  with  an  opportunity  for  that  purpofe.  Hence  ’tis 
plain  that  the  fervice  her  highnefs  had  done  me,  was  ac- 
companied by  every  thing  that  could  heighten  its  merit} 
whether  I confidrr’d  the  circumftances,  or  the  effe&s 
which  would  refult  from  it. 

I defired  the  jefuit,  in  cafe  he  went  back  to  St.  Cloudy 
to  return  the  princefs  the  utmoft  thanks  in  my  name;  be- 
ing refolv’d  to  go  and  acquit  myfelf  of  that  duty  forth- 
with. But  the  father,  upon  my  telling  him  this,  inter- 
rupted me  juft  as  I was  rifing  up  : Hold,  iir,  fays  he,  I 
have  not  yet  acquainted  you  with  the  commitfion  of 
greateft  confequence.  Wemuft,  fir,  after  having  taken 
this  care  of  your  worldly  intereft,  endeavour  to  be  of 
fervice  to  your  quiet } and  I am  miftaken  in  what  her 
highnefs  told  me,  if  you  have  not  this  moll  at  heart.  I 
was  very  much  afraid,  upon  hearing  thefe  words,  that  the 
princefs  had  let  him  too  far  into  the  fecret  of  all  my  pains, 
for  which  reafon  I made  him  noanfwer  But  I found  by 
the  fequel  of  his  difcourfe,  that  he  had  only  been  inform’d 
in  general,  that  I had  found  the  fevereft  treatment  both 
from  love  and  fortune.  I know,  fays  he,  that  you  have 
met  with  unparallel’d  calamities } that  you  have  long 
fought  for  a remedy,  and  that  neither  phfofophy,  your 
converfation  with  the  minifter  in  Saumur , with  the- 
father  of  the  oratory,  or  thebifhop,  cou’d  adminifter  the 
leaft  eafe.  But,  dear  fir,  to  whom  do  you  addrefs  your- 
felf  ? to  philofophy,  a decrepit  old  creature,  who,  in  her 
youthful  days,  had  nothing  amiable  belonging  to  her  but 
a name  } who  was  perhaps  capable  of  making  fools,  but 
never  to  procure  happinefs } and  is  now  fit  only  to  amufe 
children  in  fchools.  To  whom  did  you  addrefs  yourfelf  ? 
to  a proteftant  and  two  janfenifts!  good  God!  what 
hands  were  yon  got  into ! and  how  could  you  expedf  a 
a remedy,  from  things  which  are  produdtive  of  the 
greateft  evils  ? Return  thanks  to  heaven,  fays  he  with  an- 
air  of  triumph,  for  having  fav’d  you  from  the  poifon  of 
empiricks,  and  preferv’d  you  to  receive  the  fuccour  which 
I am  now  going  to  offer.  Saying  thefe  words  he  rofe 
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up,  and  calling  his  eye  on  my  books,  and  Spying  only 
philofophers,  antient  and  modern  j what  do  I fee,  fays 
he  with  the  fame  tone  of  voice;  fools,  madmen  and 
blind  wretches  ? O Sir,  Sir,  can  the  fophifms  and  illu- 
fions  of  thefe  impoftors  impofe  upon  you  any  longer? 
How  can  you  return  to  a fouice,  which  you  found  was 
made  up  of  vanity  and  corruption?  If  I may  advife, 
throw  them  all  into  the  fire  ; and  when  you  fhall  be  dis- 
pos'd to  liilcn  to  my  inftrudlions,  then  let  me  compofe 
your  library. 

I fhould  but  faintly  exprefs  the  fire,  the  eafe,  the  polite- 
nefsand  gaiety  with  which  he  pronounc’d  thefe  words. 
This  made  me  immediately  conclude,  that  the  perfon  who 
now  Spoke  to  me  was  a church-fop ; and  telling  her 
highnefs  my  thoughts  on  this  matter  the  Same  evening, 
fiie  affur’d  me  that  this  name  not  only  Suited  the  perfon 
fhe  had  Sent  to  me,  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  Society  to 
which  he  belong’d.  I know  not,  fays  file,  whether  I 
fhall  make  ’em  a compliment,  when  I afifure  you  that 
I like  them  upon  that  very  account  ; and  among  the 
Several  orders  of  friars,  there  is  none  affords  me  So  much 
diverfion  as  this.  Thefe  can  aflfume  every  fhape  at  plea- 
sure > we  perceive  Something  So  fparkifh,  So  gallant  in 
all  their  adtions;  that  every  perfon  who  has  Some  tafle 
for  pleafure,  mud  be  delighted  to  have  them  perpetually 
buzzing  about  him.  Their  prefence and  their  habit  gives 
a fandtion  to  a thoufand  things ; and  we  indulge  our  Selves 
without  the  leaft  remorfe,  to  every  thing  that  pleafes. 
As  for  my  own  part,  continues  the  princefs,  I will  own 
that  they  make  me  fond  of  religion  ; and  I can’t  think 
why  ’tis  look’d  upon  to  be  So  Severe  a thing,  in  cafe  it  be 
really  what  they  reprefent  it. 

I thought  this  character  the  more  juft,  as  I my  Self  had 
already  made  the  Same  refledlions,  while  I was  difeour- 
fing  with  the  jefuit.  Tho’  his  carriage  Surpriz’d  me  a 
little  at  fir  ft,  I confefs’d  to  him  that  I had  reap’d  very 
little  benefit  from  philofophy,  or  the  religious  conver- 
sations in  which  I had  been  engag’d  in  Saumur  and  An- 
gers. I added,  that  the  falfe  fteps  which  had  been  taken 
in  thofe  places,  had  prejudic’d  me  very  much  againft  any 
confolation  which  might  be  adminifter’d  to  me  in  a reli- 
gious way.  I have  now  Says  I,  loft  all  hopes  of  every 

kind. 
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kind,  fince  philofophy  proves  ineffe&ual,  and  I find  fo 
little  fuccour  in  religion.  To  this  he  anfwer’d,  that  I 
had  loft  the  latter  too  foon,  but  that  he’d  foon  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  recovering  it , that  he  was  pleas’d  to 
find  me  refolv’d  not  to  be  led  on  after  a blind  way ; that  I 
he  lov’d  to  employ  reafon  in  all  things  ; that  as  all  the  j 
arguments  he  had  to  propofe,  were  founded  on  the  moft  I 
folid  principles ; he  therefore  was  not  afraid  of  declaring  I 
the  remedies  he  had  to  offer,  being  fully  perfuaded,  that  1 
I fhould  immediately  approve  them.  Give  me  leave,  ] 
fays  he,  to  explain  them  in  one  word.  We  will  begin 
by  rejecting  philofophy,  unlefs  you  fhall  think  fit  to  call 
the  new  fyftem  I am  going  to  propofe  by  that  name. 
As  for  religion,  it  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  us  ; but  then 
I fhan’t  engage  you  in  fuch  obfcure  and  knotty  quefti- 
ons,  as  were  perhaps  propos’d  to  you  in  Saumur  and 
Angers  ; but  (hall  borrow  fuch  particulars  from  it  on- 
ly, as  are  moft  agreeable,  and  at  the  fame  time  moft  ne- 
ceftary. 

You  muft  firft  fuppofe,  fays  he,  that  confidering  the 
gloomy  fituation  of  your  mind,  two  things  muft  be 
done  in  order  to  effedt  a cure:  the  firft  is,  to  efface  the 
remembrance  of  your  afflidfcions  ; and  the  fecond,  to 
make  your  heart  lufceptible  of  pleafure.  Altho’  thefe 
objedts  feem  at  firft  fight  to  refemble  one  another  ; you 
will  yet  find  them  vaftly  different,  in  cafe  you  confider 
them  attentively.  I fhan’t  now  defcribe  minutely  the 
methods  I intend  to  make  ufe  of;  fuffice  it  that  religi- 
on will  be  of  ferviceto  the  firft  of  thefe  defigns.  Alas! 
fays  he,  turning  his  eyes  towards  heaven,  would  it  could 
contribute  alone  to  the  fecond ! but  we  are  formed  of 
flefh  and  blood ; that  is  to  fay,  we  are  not  moft  delighted 
with  fpiritual  pleafures.  Neverthelefs, 'this  fad  and  de- 
jedfed  heart  requires  to  be  footh’d.  I hear  its  fighs  and  I 
eafily  difcover  its  cravings.  Gracious  heaven  I — Let 
me  take  my  courfe.  I know  what  it  wants,  and  am 
certain  that  it  will  obtain  a wifh’d  for  calm,  when  once 
this  is  obtain’d.  Thus  will  I lead  you  by  two  paths 
which  will  terminate  in  happinefs.  By  the  one,  you’ll  be 
free’d  from  the  importunate  melancholy  which  preys 
upon  your  fpirits,  and  peace  will  be  reftor’d  to  your  mind. 
But  then,  a bare  exemption  from  pain,  is  not  enough 
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to  make  you  happy  ; efpccially  after  the  tedious,  the 
dreadful  fufferings  you  have  labour’d  under.  By  my  af- 
fiftance  your  heart  fhall  again  be  fenfible  to  the  foft  mo- 
tions of  pleafure,  and  this  I promife  to  bring  about  im- 
perceptibly. Once  again,  Sir,  1 beg  you  to  put  fome 
confidence  in  me,  and  then  all  will  be  well. 

Such  random  promifes  as  thefe  could  not  cafily  infpire 
me  with  the  confidence  which  the  father  delir’d  me  to  en- 
tertain. However,  the  refpedl  I ow’d  the  princefs,  who 
had  fent  this  new  comforter  to  me,  oblig’d  me  to  fhew 
him  fome  marks  of  efteem  and  approbation.  This  made 
him  more  urgent  with  me;  and  taking  the  civility  I 
continued  to  fhew  him,  for  an  ablolute  confent ; he  told 
at  his  going  away,  that  he  would  immediately  prepare 
what  was  fo  neceflary  to  my  peace,  and  return  the  next 
day,  when  he  would  explain  himfelf  farther. 

I had  the  honour  of  being  admitted  that  evening  to  the 
princefs,  when  I thank’d  her  for  the  two  favours  fhe  had 
indulg’d  me  that  day.  I gave  her  an  account  of  every  thing 
that  had  pafs’d  between  the  jeluit  and  me,  when  her 
highnefs  form’d  the  judgment  I have  already  taken  notice 
of ; and  tho’  I had  no  manner  of  inclination  to  make 
a trial  of  the  method  he  propos’d ; yet  as  the  princefs  was 
urgent  with  me  to  fubmit  to  it, I was  oblig’ d to  acquiefce. 
What  risk,  fays  (lie,  will  you  run  ? If  you  conlider  it 
only  as  anamul'ement,  it  will,  at  word,  divert  your  difk 
quietudes  for  fome  time.  You  don’t  know  what  a co- 
mical kind  of  creatures  thefe  jefuits  are.  — - Upon  this,  I 
contented  to  hear  what  the  father  had  to  lay.  As  I did 
not  agree  to  this,  merely  from  the  thoughts  that  it  might 
be  a diverfion,  as  her  highnefs  alfur’d  me  it  would  be; 
neither  did  I doit  from  the  hopes  that  it  would  prove  of 
fome  confolation.  And  indeed  I Ihould  have  been  very 
much  miftaken,  fince  the  adventure  it  engag’d  me  in, 
fill’d  me  with  confufion  and  anxiety,  and  occafion’d  me 
to  blufh  a thoufand  times  at  my  weaknefs. 

Thejefuit  return’d  to  vifit  me,  at  the  hour  he  had  ap- 
pointed. That  morning  I had  receiv’d  a cheft  of  books 
from  him,  which  he  had  carefully  collected  for  my  peru- 
fal;  however,  I did  not  open  it  in  his  abfence.  He  came 
about  noon.  As  I had  invited  him  to  dine  with  me,  care 
had  been  taken  to  provide  a handfome  repall.  The  fa- 
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therdid  honour  to  the  entertainment,  by  eating  prodigi- 
ous heartily  of  every  difh.  Dinner  being  ended,  he 
open’d  his  morality  with  fome  reflections  on  the  pleafures 
of  the  table.  You  have,  indeed,  Sir,  fays  he,  treated  me 
in  a moft  fplendid  manner  ; but  what  occafion  was  there 
for  this  abundance,  or  rather  profuflon  of  difhes?  I told 
him  naturally,  that  I had  made  this  entertainment  purely 
upon  his  account,  and  thatl  myfelf  was  vaftly  indifferent 
with  regard  to  dainties.  Sir,  fays  he,  you  don’t  take 
me:  I am  far  from  condemning  a moderate  relifh  for 
good  cheer;  and  I even  believe  that  this  kind  of  pleafure 
has  its  fhare  too  in  forming  what  we  call  a happy  life : 
but  then  methinks,  a man  of  fenfe,  fhould  not  make  it 
confift  fo  much  in  a multitude  of  viands,  as  in  neatnefsand 
delicacy.  As  for  inftance,  you  can’t  be  too  careful  that 
your  victuals  be  well  dreft,  nor  be  too  nice  in  the  wines 
youchufe  for  your  ordinary  drinking.  But  then,  what 
occafion  was  there  for  fo  great  a variety  of  difhes  and  li- 
quors ? Be  affur’d  that  we  fufler  for  this  fooner  or  later ; 
our  tafte  degenerates ; we  feed  upon  pernicious  food,  and 
you  can’t  imagine  how  greatly  this  prejudices  our  happi- 
nefs.  I’ll  affine  you,  fays  I,  I make  very  little  diftinc- 
tion  in  the  difhes  that  come  before  me:  my  forrows 
make  every  thing  bitter,  and  change  the  moft  wholefome 
nourifhment  into  poifon.  Let  me  alone,  fays  he;  I 
know  what  muft  be  done  to  make  you  recover  your  tafte. 
We’ll  begin  by  the  affeCtions  and  the  underftanding,  and 
you’ll  find  how  naturally  every  thing  will  follow  front 
my  principles. 

We  then  went  to  my  fummer-houfe,  whither  I had 
order’d  the  cheft  of  books  to  be  carried.  The  jefuit 
open’d  it  before  me,  and  taking  out  the  volumes,  gave 
them  to  me  one  by  one. 

The  firft  he  put  into  my  hands  was  a little  Trench  cate- 
ehifm,  written  by  one  Canifus,  a jefuit.  This,  fays  he, 
is  a little  golden  book;  ’tis  the  effenceand  elixir  of  religi- 
on. Read  but  this  little  piece,  which  you  fee  is  hardly 
bigger  than  my  finger,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  you’ll 
know  as  much  as  all  our  dodors  and  bi/hops ; nay  as  much 
asthepopehimfelf,  fays  he  withafmile,  leering  atme  by 
one  corner  of  his  eye.  Stop  here;  don’t  deviate  from 
the  principles  which  it  inculcates,  and  you  may  depend 

upon 
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upon  being  as  firm  in  religion  as  a general  council.  He 
next  prefented  me  with  a work,  entitled,  Devotion  made 
eafy , written  alfo  by  a jefiiit.  This  refum’d  he,  is  for 
morals,  the  other  is  for  doftrine;  the  former  includes  the 
law,  the  latter  the  practice  of  it.  You’ll,  here  find  every 
thing  that  is  ncceffary  for  falvation,  and  will  be  furpriz  d 
to  fee  how  matters  are  foftned.  When  once  you  have 
perufed  this  work,  you’ll  never  have  occafion  for  any 
other.  You  and  I will  read  it  over  together.  Here 
you’ll  meet  with  a cure  for  all  your  troubles,  or  you’ll 
find  it  no  where.  He  after  this  drew  foinc  other  books  of 
devotion  out  of  his  pocket,  in  the  fame  drain,  all  which 
he  applauded  fucccfiively.  Put  thefe,  fays  he,  in  the 
room  of*  your  Vlato  and  Socrates  \ and  read  them  every 
day  for  an  hour  or  two. 

As  a much  greater  number  of  books  remain’d  in  the 
chert,  I waited  impatiently  to  hear  the  titles  of  them  all. 
However,  he  did  not  do  this,  ’till  after  he  had  declar’d  the 
ufe  of  them  by  way  of  prelude.  He  obferv’d  to  me,  that  as 
it  was  not  portable  for  the  mind  to  have  always  a relifli 
for  ferious  things,  it  was  necefiary  to  yield  to  that  weak- 
nefs  of  nature  j but  that  there  were  fuch  things  as  profi- 
table amufements,  which  a well-difpos’d  mind  knew 
how  to  make  advantage  of:  that  I was  particularly  oblig’d 
to  make  this  experiment  whenever  it  was  neceflary ; that 
the  books  he  was  going  to  offer  me.  would  amufe  the  af- 
fections and  underflanding  at  the  fame  time;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  nothing  was  better  adapted  to  forward  the 
fuccefs  of  the  defign  he  had  explain’d  to  me.  Having  faid 
this,  he  read  the  titles  of  feveral  books  of  poetry,  novels, 
and  romances  j affuring  me,  that  they  were  the  producti- 
ons of  thegreateft  genius’s  of  the  age  5 and  advis’d  me, 
to  read  thefe  pieces,  particularly,  as  often  as  portible ; in 
order  to  prevent  my  giving  into  meditation,  which,  he 
aflur’d  was  of  dreadful  confequence  both  to  me  and  to  all 
perfons  in  my  circumrtances.  I not  only  had  never  heard 
of  the  amufing  works  abovemention’d,  but  had  not  even 
the  leaft  idea  of  the  fubjeCt  of  them.  I took  them  from 
the  jefuitj  and  tho’  I hop’d,  upon  his  bare  word,  that 
they’d  be  of fome  advantage  to  me,  I yet  would  not  form 
a judgment  of  their  merits,  till  after  I had  examin’d  them. 
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What  I now,  fays  he,  put  into  your  hands,  is  only  to 
prevent  retirement  from  being  a burthen  to  you ; and  I 
hope  to  be  here  frequently,  in  order  to  afiift  you  in  a more 
folid  manner  by  my  difcourfes.  I at  the  fame  time  would 
advife  you  to  go  more  into  company  .Her  highnefs  will  al- 
ways be  vaftly  glad  to  fee  you  inS* .Cloud.  An&  as  courts  and 
gilded  roofs  don’t  always  adminifter  the  greateft  plea- 
fures 1 have  procur’d  you  an  acquaintance,  who  will  fuit 
your  humour  wonderfully,  and  confequently,  be  vaftly 
pleafing  to  you.  This  perfon  lives  in  the  neighbourhood  j 
I have  already  reprefented  your  character  to  him  in  the 
manner  you  deferve,  and  he  expeCts  you  with  impati- 
ence.— You  makevaft  difpatch,  fays  I;  I now  begin 
to  have  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  you  intend  to  dif- 
pel  my  melancholy.  ’Tis  indeed  certain  that  fo  gay  a 
life  as  that  you  propofe  to  me,  would  at  laft  produce 
this  effeCt,  were  I capable  of  making  a habit  of  it  ; but 
that  is  the  difficult  point,  or  rather  what  I look  upon  as 
abfolutely  impoflible.  You  don’t  know  that  when  my 
mind  is  in  its  moft  happy  fituation,  nothing  is  more  ab- 
horrent to  it.  than  that  perpetual  oblivion  of  one’s  felf  ,•  and 
that  there’s  nothing  I would  more  willingly  be  free  from, 
than  reflection  and  meditation.  The  remedy  therefore 
which  you  offer  me,  would  be  almoft  as  painful  as  the 
evil  I fuflfer.  He  anfwer’d,  that  I ought  at  lead  for  my 
own  fake,  to  make  a trial  of  it  5 that  I fhould  not  there- 
by enter  into  any  engagement,  but  what  might  be  broke 
at  pleafure  j and  that  whenever  company  was  diipleafing, 
I might  return  to  my  folitude  At  laft  I confented  to 
wait  upon  him,  particularly  after  he  had  drawn  the  cha- 
racter of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was  to  introduce  me. 
The  perfon  in  queftion,  fays  he,  is  a proteftant  gentle- 
man, whom  I am  endeavouring  to  make  a convert  to  our 
religion  by  his  majefty’s  command.  You’ll  be  delighted 
with  his  wifdom  and  good  fenfe.  He  leads  a retir’d  life 
as  you  do,  having  no  other  company  but  his  wife  and 
daughter.  You  have  too  good  a tafte,  fays  he  with  a 
myfteriousfmile,  not  to  wifh  to  fee  them  again,  when 
once  you  have  been  in  their  company  . 

Accordingly  we  went  together,  in  my  coach,  to  the 
gentleman,  who  did  not  live  above  two  miles  from  me. 
The  compliments  they  paid  me  at  my  coming  in,  gave 
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me  reafon  to  believe  I was  expeefted  ; and  I indeed  found 
in  the  gentleman’s  countenance  and  convcrfation,  what- 
ever my  conductor  had  promis’d ; for  he  appear’d  to  be  a 
perfon  of  excellent  lenfe ; witty,  polite,  a tafte  for  the 
fciences,  and  inform’d  with  the  moft  exalted  notions 
of  honour  and  virtue.  We  difeours’d  for  ibme  time  be- 
fore the  ladies  appear’d.  The  jefuit,  as  though  he  were 
impatient  to  have  me  fee  them,  defir’d  Mr.  R _ to  pro- 
cure me  that  fatisfaeftion ; and  immediately  he  indulg’d 
me  that  favour  with  the  beft  grace  imaginable.  His  lady 
came  in,  who  look’d  to  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  and 
feem’d  by  her  air  and  afpeeft  to  be  a perl'on  of  condition ; 
but  all  my  glances  were  in  a moment  directed  to  her 
daughter,  whom  I took  rather  for  fome  deity  than  a mor- 
tal being.  Nature  never  lavifh’d  her  perfections  with 
greater  profufton.  I at  firft  barely  admir’d  her  as  the  moft 
lovely  object  I had  ever  feen.  The  delicacy  of  her  com- 
plexion, the  regularity  of  her  features,  the  dazling  viva- 
city of  her  eyes , a thoufand  charms  diffus’d  over  her  face 
and  her  whole  perfon  form’d  fuch  a fpectacle,  as  I could 
not  for  fome  time  fatiate  myfelf  with  gazing  upon.  Nor 
were  her  words,  or  the  tone  of  her  voice  lefs  graceful ; 
and  to  complete  fuch  a number  of  perfections,  the  whole 
was  accompanied  with  an  air  of  fweetnefs  and  modefty 
which  feem’d  to  declare,  that  fo  beautiful  a body  was  in- 
form’d by  a foul  of  a fuperior  nature.  Though  my  ad- 
miration was  rais’d  as  high  as  it  poffibly  could  be,  I yet 
hadfo  great  a command  over  myfelf,  as  not  to  fhew  it 
very  ftrongly.  We  fpent  the  reft  of  the  vifit  in  mutual 
civilities ; and  were  fo  well  pleas’d  with  one  another,  that 
. we  promis’d  to  cultivate  each  other’s  friendfhip. 

The  jefuit  watch’d  me  more  narrowly  than  I imagin’d 
he  had  done  j and  ask’d  me,  withafmile,  as  we  return’d, 
how  I lik’d  the  gentleman  and  his  family.  Ianfwer’d, 
that  I had  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to  like  them.  And 
the  lady,  fays  he,  is  not  (healweet  creature?  Oh  fhe’s 
an  angel,  fays  I ; and  I queftion  whether  fhe’s  to  be 
match’d  in  the  whole  world.  Upon  this  he  affum’d  a 
more  ferious  countenance.  I knew,  fays  he,  you’d  pafs 
this  judgment  j and  will  confefs  to  you,  that  I had  fome 
defign  in  introducing  you.  You  are  looking  out  for 
remedies  againft  forrow  j now  will  it  be  poffible  for  you 

ever 
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ever  to  find  a more  lovely  one?  Alas!  fays  I,  looking 
upon  him  with  furprize,  you  don’t  know  me : I under- 
ftand  what  remedy  ’tis  you  intend  to  propofe ; but  then 
you  have  not  heard  that  love  alone  is  the  caufe  of  my 
greateft  misfortunes.  He  interrupted  me,  by  declaring 
he  was  not  a ftranger  to  that  particular ; and  that  this  was 
the  very  reafbn  why  he  had  advis’d  me  in  the  manner  he 
had  done.  I am  unacquainted,  fays  he,  with  the  detail  of 
yout  adventures  j but  I form’d  a judgment  of  you  from 
the  general  idea  which  the  princefs  gave  me  of  your  cha- 
racter. You  are  naturally  tender-hearted.  Beaffur’dthat 
love  is  the  only  remedy,  to  heal  the  evils  it  may  have  oc- 
cafion’d : believe  this  to  be  true,  for  I have  long  ftudied 
the  heart  of  man.  He  added,  you  will  now  eafily  under- 
ftand  the  fyftem  I have  form’d,  in  order  to  work  a cure . 
this  I fhall  reduce  to  four  principal  heads } firft,  religion, 
whofe  motives  and  fublime  confiderations  will  foon  di- 
minifh  thefenfe  of  your  pains } fecondly,  the  perufal  of 
agreeable  books,  which  will  partly  difpel  the  remem- 
brance of  them ; thirdly,  company,  which  will  banifh 
the  n entirely}  and  laftly,  the  fweets  of  love,  which 
will  fteal  into  your  heart  like  a healing  balm,  and  infpire 
you  with  a relifh  for  pleafure. 

Tho’  nothing  could  be  more  whimfical,  and  undoubt- 
edly more  unnatural,  than  this  medly  of  fenfual  pleafures 
and  religion}  I yet  did  not  defpife  his  fyftem,  becaufe  it 
was  a medly.  But  as  I imagin’d  I fhould  be  equally  in- 
capable of  devoting  myfelf either  to  company  or  love,  I 
therefore  declar’d  that  I did  not  expeCt  to  reap  any  benefit 
by  his  counfels : however,  he  was  not  difcourag’d  for 
this.  As  he  did  not  know  any  thing  relating  to  my  wife, 
and  in  all  probability  took  me  for  a widower,  who  was 
at  liberty  to  love  whom  1 pleas’d } he  perfifted  in  declaring 
that  I fhould  foon  experience  the  efficacioufnefs  of  his  me- 
thod. Iwillfuppofe,  that  his  views  in  introducing  me 
to  this  young  lady  were  entirely  honeft}  and  that  he  did 
it  purely  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  falling  in  love  with 
her,  and  afterwards  making  her  my  wife.  But  tho’  his 
projed  was  not  fuccefsful,  it  yet  had  this  effeCfc,  viz.  it 
brought  me  to  this  fhameful  confeftion.  viz.  that  I did 
not  know  my  own  heart,  when  I imagin’d  it  was  fecure 
againft  the  attacks  of  love. 
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When  we  were  got  to  my  houfe,  he  took  his  leave  \ 
and  now  my  bufinefs  of  greateft  importance,  was,  to 
perufe  the  books  he  had  left  with  me.  The  firft  therefore 
that  I open’d  was  the  divine  catechifm,  in  which  he 
had  affur’d  me  all  things  belonging  to  religion  were  com- 
prehended. As  I had  as  yet  but  a very  imperfeft  idea  of 
the  truths  of  the  chriftian  religion,  the  reader  will  natu- 
rally fuppofe,  that  this  book  was  not  over  fatisfa&ory. 
Several  things  were  obfcure;  and  had  they  been  clearer, 
yet  my  mind  was  of  fuch  a turn,  that  unlefs  a do&rine  is 
corroborated  by  proofs,  it  could  not  make  the  lcaft  im- 
preflion  on  me.  The  following  refle&ion  was  the  firfi  I 
made,  after  having  read  it  over  attentively.  On  what 

f rounds  does  this  man  pretend  to  make  me  fubmit 
lindly  to  his  authority,  or  that  of  his  book  ? There  is 
undoubtedly  no  religion  but  has  its  principles  j and  the 
molt  fen felefs  and  incoherent  in  the  whole  world,  might 
very  fafely  offer  its  principles  to  me  in  this  manner.  Con- 
fequently  there  is  none  of  ’em  but  has  the  fame  right,  or 
rather  that  has  as  little,  to  require  my  aflent  to  them  with- 
out the  lea  A proof  or  examination.  1 concluded  there- 
fore, that  I was  to  wait  the  jefuit’s  explications,  before  I 
could  expedt  to  reap  the  fruits,  which  he  had  aflur’d  me 
I fhould,  from  his  catechifm  and  other  religious  books. 
After  this,  I took  up  fome  of  the  Works  of  gallantry  and 
amufement,  which  he  had  rank’d  in  the  fecond  clafs  of 
remedies.  I dipt  a little  into  them  all,  but  did  not 
find  that  above  two  or  three  at  moft  were  any  ways  ratio- 
nal. A few  ingenious  thoughts,  a happy  turn  of  expref- 
fion,  fome  foft  or  fmiling  images  j fuch  were  the  wea- 
pons the  jefuit  offer’d  me,  to  drive  away  the  remem- 
brance of  my  pains.  However,  after  I had  look’d  into 
thefe  pieces  for  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  I threw  ’em 
from  me  with  the  utmoft  indignation.  Heavens!  fays  I, 
does  hefport  with  my  forrows!  To  imagine  that  it  is 
poflible  for  me  to  be  comforted  by  fuch  trifling  amufe- 
ments  as  thefe,  is  the  Ligheft  infult. 

I now  entertain’d  a meaner  idea  than  ever,  of  the  pro- 
mifes  with  which  the  jefuit  had  fill’d  me.  As  to  his  third 
method  of  cure,  I look’d  upon  it  as  more  improbable  than 
the  two  former  \ and  I refolv’d  not  to  make  ufe  of  his 
fourth  remedy.  Upon  this  I was  firmly  determin’d  to  rid 
Vol.  II.  I myfelf 
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myfelf  of  this  troublefome  phyfician;  and  to  make  my 
excufes  to  her  highnefs  for  reje&ing  a perfon  die  was 
pleafed  to  fend  me.  He  was  to  return  the  next  day ; when 
1 left  the  following  meffage,  which  I order’d  my  fervant 
to  deliver  in  the  moft  civil  terms,  viz,,  that  I begg’d  him 
not  to  give  himfelf  any  farther  trouble  about  me. 
However,  I was  vadly  pleas’d  that  he  had  introduc’d  me  to 
fo  agreeable  a family  as  that  ot  Mr.  R — , whom  I refle&ed 
on  with  the  highed  pleafure,  and  refolv’d  to  keep  up  a 
clofe  correfpondence  with  them.  As  Mr.  R — ’s  tem- 
per and  difpofition  fuited  very  much  with  mine,  I did  not 
doubt  but  I might  engage  him  to  be  a good  friend.  The 
charms  of  his  daughter,  were  drongly  painted  in  my 
imagination,  and  whenever  fhe  was  prefent  to  my  .me- 
mory, my  forrowswere  footh’d.  I even  perceiv’d  that 
fhe  occur’d  too  often  to  it,  and  for  that  reafon  I fome- 
times  endeavour’d  to  blot  out  the  lovely  idea,  I then  would 
fall  again  into  my  old  way  ot  thinking ; but  while  I was 
recolle&ing  all  the  unhappy  circumdances  of  my  life, 
fome  circumdance  or  other  would  naturally,  as  it  were, 
•awake  the  remembrance  of  Mifs  R — . Whenever  I 
exclaim’d  againd  my  wife’s  infidelity,  the  next  moment 
I would  compare  her  charms  with  thofe  of  the  young  lady 
above- mention’d.  Such,  would  I fay,  was  my  ungrate- 
ful, my  perjur’d  wife;  at  lead:  fuch  fhe  appear’d  to  my 
eyes  when  I thought  her  my  only  happinefs. 

I fpent  that  evening,  and  part  of  the  night  in  this  fort  of 
inquietude.  Neverthelefs,  heaven  is  my  witnefs,  that 
fo  far  from  having  the  lead:  midruft,  of  what  was  now 
taking  root  infendbly  in  my  heart  ; I did  not  once 
fufpedl  that  my  padions  would  have  betray’d,  and 
brought  me  into  danger.  The  reader  has  heard,  in  what 
manner  I had  curb’d  them  hitherto.  Sorrow  was  pro- 
perly the  only  paffion  I had  to  druggie  with.  Whatever 
love  had  infpir’d  was  pure  and  innocent.  I will  own, 
that  I was  fearlefs  and  unguarded,  becaufe  I had  not  the 
lead  notion  of  danger.  And  indeed  I funk  under  it  at 
once  without  making  the  lead  oppofition;  and  an  odd 
circumdance,  is,  that  my  reafon  was  as  foon  impos’d  up- 
on as  my  fenfes.  I undoubtedly  would  have  fupprefs’d 
this  part  of  my  dory,  which  indeed  refie&s  fhame  upon 
me,  had  fame  and  reputation  been  the  motives  of  my 
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writing.  However,  I promis’d  to  prefent  the  publick 
with  a faithful  account  of  my  calamities  and  wcaknefs, 
and  not  to  make  my  own  elogium. 

Upon  my  waking,  my  imagination  was  employ’d  on 

Mifs  R to  fuch  a degree,  that  1 cou’dn’t  think  of  any 

thing  elle.  Cup  id,  for’twas  he  himfelf,  raifed  the  molt 
delightful  emotions  in  my  bofom;  and  whether  it  were 
an  effefl  of  the  dreams,  which  had  exhibited  themfelves 
to  my  fancy  in  fleep,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  pafiion  it- 
felf;  I awak’d  in  fuch  an  exftacy  of  joy,  as  I had  never 
felt  but  in  the  moll  delicious  moments  of  my  life.  I, 
however,  made  fome  reflexions  on  this  change  ; and  as 
1 did  not  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  myfelf,  it  was  eafy 
forme  to  judge  the  caufe  of  it.  1 love,  faysl,  that’s  cer- 
tain. But  then  I added  immediately,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  reproaches  of  reafon,  is  it  a crime  to  love?  I have 
found  on  a thoufand  occasions,  that  love  is  an  innocent 
pafiion.  I believ  'd  it  to  be  not  only  lawful,  but  eflential 
to  my  happinefs,  at  a time  when  I made  wifdom  and  vir- 
tue my  ftudy.  How  fhould  it  ceafe  to  be  fo,  fince  it 
charms  my  grief,  and  fills  my  foul  with  joy  ? No;  I 
have  found  a remedy  to  my  forrows;  ’tislove,  and  I feel 
the  effe&s  of  it.  The  jefuit  had  a more  juft  notion  of 
things  than  I,  and  knew  my  heart  better  than  I myfelf 
did. 

This  way  of  reafoning  appear’d  fo  folid  and  conclufive, 
that  I thought  it  unanfwerable.  I even  forgot  for  feme 
time,  that  I was  engag’d  by  fuch  ties,  as  abfolutely  forbid 
my  forming  any  others;  and  even,  when  I recolledlcd 
this,  I look’d  upon  it  as  a weak  and  trifling  obje&ion; 
and  deftroy’d  it  fo  eafily , that  my  heart  feem’d  prepar’d  to 
anfwer  it.  Y es,  fays  I,  lam  bound  by  the  ftrong  ties  of 
marriage;  but  the  prefent  affair  relates  only  to  love.  As 
my  wife  has  violated  her  conjugal  vows,  I certainly  am 
entirely  difengag’d  from  her.  Ungrateful  woman ! Did 
I not  adore  her  ? Should  not  I have  lov’d  her  with  my 
lateft  breath  ? Alas  1 I Ihould  ftiil  prefer  her  to  the  pof- 
fefilonofathrone,  were  it  pofiible  for  her  to  recover  her 
loft  innocence ; but  my  fhame  and  her  perfidy,  are  teer 
flagrant.  Can  any  one  therefore  condemn  me,  for  en- 
deavouring to  forget  her  ? 
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Let  me  confider,  fays  I,  this  difficulty  I can  clear  up 
in  an  inftant.  1,  however,  cannot  poffibly  diffolve  the 
engagements  by  which  I am  bound  to  my  wife,  and  I 
don’t  even  intend  to  do  it.  This  is  a fatal  chain  which  I 
mull:  be  forc’d  to  drag  fo  long  as  I live.  But  then,  I 
ought  to  delpifeher;  ’twas  a fhameful  weaknefs  in  me, 
to  doubt  whether  I ftill  lov’d  her.  But  ’tis  certain  that  the 
heart  muft  love  foniething.  ’Twas  not  to  a needlefs  pur- 
pofe,  that  heaven  fuggefted  to  me,  that  love  would  heal 
all  my  forrows;  confequently  imay  indulge  the  paffion 
which  1 have  for  Mifs  R- — . ’Tis  true  indeed,  that  I . 
cannot  propole  any  thing  farther  in  this,  than  the  bare 
pleafure  of  foothingit.  But  what  did  I ever  feek  for  in 
love  ? Was  it  the  bare  pleafure  of  the  fenfes  ? But  this 
degrades  the  human  creature  to  a brute.  < — No;  ’tis 
the  fweet  union  of  two  hearts,  betweeen  whofe  fenfati- 
ons  and  impulfes  the  utmoft  harmony  is  found ; ’tis  a tafte 
for  merit,  ’tis  the  inexpreffible  charm  of  tendernefs  ; ’tis 
all  that  I can  no  longer  expe£t  to  find  in  my  faithlefs  part- 
ner ; or  can  feek  for  in  another,  without  alfo  incurring 
the  guilt  of  infidelity;  for  this  kind  of  tye  may  be  dif- 
folv’d ; the  vows  and  oaths  of  marriage,  are  no  ways  re- 
lative to  this  delicate  part  of  love.  The  moment  a per- 
fon  who  had  promis’d  eternal  fidelity,  violates  his  engage- 
ments, the  other  party  is  free.  The  body  only  is  bound 
by  verbal  promifes.  Now  if  this  is  the  only  tye,  I’ll  ne- 
ver break  it. 

I revolv’d  a great  many  more  reflexions  in  my  mind 
that  morning ; but  what  is  ftrange,  is,  that  they  all  tend- 
ed to  juftify  my  new  paffion,  and  I did  not  form  a fingle 
argument  to  combat  it.  This,  like  an  impetuous  flood, 
carried  away  all  my  ideas  with  its  current.  — In  the  af- 
ternoon, word  was  brought  that  Mr.  R - was  come  to 

vifit  me,  upon  which  1 ran  to  receive  him  with  the  ut- 
' moftfatisfa&ion.  Thefervant  had  not  told  me,  that  he 
had  brought  his  wife  and  daughter  along  with  him ; bu 
,3tis  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  exquifite  pleafure  I felts 
when  the  idol  of  my  heart  appear’d.  I paid  them  all  the 
highed  compliments,  when  beginning  to  difeourfe,  w< 
unbofom  d ourfelves  with  much  greater  freedom  that1 
we  had  done  before.  Mr.  R — defir’d  to  enjoy  rm 
frieadfhip  with  as  much  warjnth  as  I requeued  his.  This  I 
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promis’d  at  once ; and  in  order  to  cement  it  the  more,  I 
engag’d  my  filler  and  niece  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of 
his  lady  and  daughter.  The  difcourfe  turn’d  for  a confi- 
deiable  time,  on  the  great  zeal  which  the  jefuit  difcover’d 

for  the  converfion  ofhereticks.  Mr.  R who  by  this 

time  entertain’d  fo  favourable  an  idea  of  me,  as  to  be  per- 
fuadedhe  mighttruft  me  withafecret,  without  incurring 
the  leaft  danger ; confefs’d  naturally  to  me,  that  he  was 
almoft  tired  with  the  jefuit’s  vifits  and  inftruftions.  I 
can’t  think,  fays  he,  in  what  manner  this  feene  will  end. 
Prudence  obliges  me  to  permit  his  vifits,  becaufe  1 have  an 
exprefs  order  from  his  majefty  for  that  purpofe.  ’Tis 
with  the  utmoft  regret  that  I liften  to  his  arguments,  for 
I am  too  firmly  perfuaded  of'  the  truth  of  my  own  reli- 
gion,ever  to  change  it ; but  then  he’s  fo  very  troublefome, 
that  I cannot  fay  whether  my  patience  will  let  me  bear 
with  him  much  longer.  On  the  other  fide,  I’moblig’^ 
to  aft  a very  cautious  part.  The  employments  I enjoy 
and  even  my  eftate  will  be  taken  from  me,  in  cafe  he  does’ 
not  make  a favourable  report  to  the  king,  who  feems  to 
be  more  exafperated  againft  the  proteftants  than  ever. 
We  daily  hear  of  nothing  but  persecution.  The  cham- 
ber of  the  edifl,  in  Rom,  has  juft  now  been  fupprefs’d  j 
and  the  court  threatens  to  abolifh  all  our  privileges ; and  to 
increafe  our  calamities,  we  are  aflur’d  that  Mr.  de  Turenne 
defigns  to  turn  papift.  We  are  not  to  doubt  but  the  king’s 
zeal  will  be  ftill  more  enflam’d,  after  fo  great  a conqueft 
as  this  is  made ; and  will  ufe  us  with  lefs  indulgence  than 
ever.  I am  therefore  in  the  utmoft  perplexity  j and  I 
fcarce  know  how  to  reconcile  my  confcience  and  worldly 
intereft.  I anfwer’d  that  I was  forry  to  hear  his  affairs 
were  in  fo  dangerous  a condition ; and  to  fhew  that  his 
fears  were  not  altogether  vain,  I told  him  all  that  had 
happen’d  to  me  and  my  family  in  Angers . If,  fays  I, 
foreigners  are  treated  in  this  manner,  what  may  not  the 
natives  expeft  ? I {hould  have  left  France  immediately 
after  this  treatment,  had  not  I been  detain’d  in  it  by  her 
highnefs’s  goodnefs,  and  his  majefty’s  affurances,  even 
from  his  own  mouth,  of  fupport  and  proteftion.  But 
with  regard  to  you.  Sir,  what  hinders  you  to  fereen  your 
felf  from  perfection,  by  withdrawing  into  fomeof  the 
neighbouring  countries  ? Do  not  England  and  Holland 
I 3 offer 
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offer  you  an  afylum  ? This,  fays  he,  is  not  fo  eafy  a 

matter  as  you  imagine,  for  the  parts  are  not  open.  Be- 
sides, can  I leave  the  kingdom  without  a farthing  in  my 
pocket,  and  expofe  my  family  to  the  utmoft  extremes  of 
mifery  ? I am  fo  well  known,  that  I fhall  not  be  allow’d 
to  fell  my  eftate ; and  feveral  of  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  friends,  and  my  fervants,  arefpies  over  me.  We 
now  began  to  confide  in  one  another  without  the  leaft  re- 
ferve ; which,  however  did  not  hinder  me  from  obferving 
all  his  daughter’s  motions,  and  to  undo  myfelf  by  gazing 
on  her  lovely  face. 

’Tis  well  known,  that  a little  familiarity  makes  a great 
change,  both  in  carriage  and  the  turn  of  a converfation ; 
and  this  we  experienc’d  almoft  in  an  inftant.  The  four 
ladies  obferving  that  Mr.  R and  I now  difeours’d  to- 

gether with  much  greater  freedom,  they  imitated  us,  and 
began  to  converfe  with  the  utmoft  familiarity.  ’Twas. 
then  that  I began  again  to  admire  the  charms  of  the  a- 
miab le  Cecilia,  for  by  this  name  (lie  was  call’d  by  her  mo- 
ther. Tho’  fhe  ftill  continued  very  modeft  and  referv’d, 
I yet  could  plainly  perceive,  that  fhe  was  naturally  of  a gay 
temper ; and  by  an  eftedt  peculiar  to  love  only,  nothing 
now  delighted  me  fo  much  as  that  difpofition  of  mind, 
tho’  I had  till  thenrelifh’d  nothing  fo  much  as  a grave  and 
fevere  behaviour.  Afmile,  ora  gay  expreftion  from  mifs* 
Cecilia , would  excite  the  fweeteft  fenfations  of  joy  in  my 
heart.  At  the  bare  fight  of  her,  my  blood  feem’d  to  flow 
with  greater  liberty  j I,  methought,  breath’d  eafier,  and1 
fancied  that  1 felt  a certain  fprightlinefs  in  every  limb, 
which  I had  not  even  been  fenfible  to  in  my  youth. 

However,  I did  not  defire  to  exprefs  what  I thought  of 
her,  any  otherwife  than  by  general  civilities  ; and  don’t 
know  whether  fhe  had  experience  enough  to  guefs  at  the 
meaning  of  my  glances  and  my  admiration.  With  regard, 
to  myfelf,  I was  not  fufficiently  vers’d  in  gallantry,  to  at- 
tempt infinuating  myfelf  into  her  affedfions  in  a methodi- 
cal way.  I was  pleas’d  to  find  that  I lov’d  her;  and  this, 
perhaps,  was  the  only  fruit  I expedfed  to  reap  from  my 
paflion.  I undoubtedly  fhould  have  indulg’d  myfelf  in 
the  pleafure  of  feeing,  and  difeourfing  with  her  ; but 
then  I cannot  certainly  fay,  that  I fhould  ever  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  once  mention  the  word  love,  in  her  prefence.- 

What 
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What  I now  fay  is  fo  true,  that  notwithstanding  the  kind 
of  approbation  which  I had  already  given  to  my  lenti- 
ments,  I yet  could  not  forbear  examining  them  afrefh  af- 
ter fhe  was  gone.  I computed,  as  it  were  how  far  I was 
refolv’d  to  indulge  my  heart.  I’ll  fpend,  fays  I,  the  after- 
noon of  every  other  day  at  Mr.  R ’shoufe;  thefe 

I lhall  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  the  charming  Cecilia  ; to  fit 
by  her,  and  hear  her  talk.  I’ll  gather  lo  much  from  her 
fight  and  difcourfe,  as  Shall  fuffice  to  amufe  me  agreeably 
the  days  that  1 am  abfent  from  her.  Thus  innocent  were 
my  views  hitherto.  In  a word,  I abandon’d  myfelf  thus 
freely  to  love,  purely  to  nourish  it  in  my  bofom,  and  iii 
order  that  it  might  remove  my  Sorrows.  However,  as 
the  little  god  had  insinuated  himfelf  Slily  into  my  heart; 
and  that  I did  not  begin  to  argue  in  his  favour,  ’till  he  had 
obtain’d  a Superiority  over  it;  I ought  to  have  difcover’d 
by  the  change  which  was  wrought  in  me,  that  I was  now 
over-reach’d  by  him ; and  therefore  that  he’d  continue  to 
impofe  upon  me.  Be  this  as  it  will,  I know  not  what  he 
might  have  made  me  do,  had  I liftned  only  to  his  fuggef- 
tions,  or  my  own  impulfes ; and  I have  this  comfort  in  the 
fhame  which  afterwards  follow’d,  that  had  I not  liftned 
to  the  advice  of  another  perfon,  I Should  not  have  brought 
it  upon  me. 

The  jefu it  return’d  in  the  evening, with  a defign  to  fpend 
the  evening  with  me.  I was  now  fo  delighted  with  the 
paft  events  of  the  day,  and  wasfo  greatly  chang’d  in  my 
humour,  that  I had  countermanded  the  order  I gave  the 
night  before ; he  thereupon  was  admitted,  and  I was 
highly  pleafed  at  his  coming  in.  You  now,  fays  I,  be<* 
hold  a man  who  is  quite  chang’d  from  what  he  was  ye- 
fterday.  This  fill’d  him  with  So  much  joy,  that  he  in- 
terrupted me  immediately,  by  faying;  I fee  it  plainly  by 
your  countenance,  and  I thank  heaven  for  it.  I flatter 
myfelf  that  my  books  and  advice  have  contributed  to  this 
happy  alteration.  Your  books?  fays  I,  very  naturally; 
— no,  no ; and  I’ll  aSfure  you  they  gave  me  fo  little  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  that  I threw  them  afide.  But  in  cafe  you  call 
the  inclination  I have  for  Cecilia,  the  effeft  of  your 
counfel,  I then  muft  confefs  myfelf  greatly  obliged  to 
you ; and  that  I have  already  reap’d  the  greateft  benefit 
from  it.  I then  expatiated  on  the  beautiful  qualities  of  that 
I 4 young 
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young  lady,  with  the  pleafure  which  a perfon  feels,  who- 
talks  of  a beloved  object ; and  looking  on  the  jefuit  as  a 
kind  of  confident,  I let  him  into  the  whole  ftate  ot  my 
heart.  After  having  heard  me  with  an  air  of  fatisfadfion  j 
I’m  now  firmly  perfuaded,  fays  he,  that  a cure  will  be 
wrought  upon  youj  that  he  had  never  doubted  of  the 
fuccefs  of  the  method  which  he  had  propofed  to  me ; that 
he  could  have  wiflied  I had  complied  with  his  whole 
prefcription  * for  then,  fays  he,  the  fruits  of  it  muft  have 
been  more  perfect ; that  the  fervice  I ihould  have  reap’d 
from  religion  in  this  particular,  would  have  exceeded  infi- 
nitely my  hopes  and  my  imagination. — - 1 interrupted 
him  in  my  turn,  and  told  him  that  I ought  not  to  be  ac- 
cus’d, for  not  approving  that  part  of  the  remedy  which 
he  had  offer’d  me  under  the  name  of  religion ; for,  fays  I, 
the  arguments  which  I met  with  in  the  books  you  lent 
me,  are  very  far  from  being  fatisfa&ory . He  then  made 
mefuchananfwer,  as  I looked  upon  then,  and  ffcill  con- 
tinue to  do,  as  a very  odd  one:  I underftand,  fays  he, 
what  it  is  difpleafes  you  in  the  little  piece  1 lent  you. 
You  are  mighty  fond  of  reafoning,  and  are  not  fatisfied 
with  any  thing  lefs  than  demonflration.  But  I am  to  tell 
you,  that  ’tis  hardly  poffible  to  arrive  at  any  thing  certain 
in  religious  matters  * and  perfons  of  the  greateft  fenfe  are 
not  always  the  belt  Chriftians : Faith  requires  fimplicity 
and  fubmiffion.  Harkee,  fays  he.  I’ll  now  tell  you  a re- 
flexion which  I have  made  a thoufand  times  over.  A man 
of  fenfe  is  fo  far  from  being  diffatisfied,  that  we  only  re- 
quire him  to  be  of  a traXable  turn  of  mind,  and  put  reafon 
quite  out  of  the  queftion ; that  he  ought  to  look  upon  our 
method  as  an  infinitely  advantagious  one.  In  cafe  reli- 
gion was  not  to  be  attain’d  but  by  dint  of  reafoning,  ’tis 
of  fo  important  a nature,  that  we  fhould  be  oblig’d  to 
ftudy  it  all  our  life-time  j and  how  great  muft  be  the  toil, 
to  be  for  ever  poring  over  the  bible,  and  feveral  other  ob- 
feure  pieces,  in  order  to  difeover  the  true  fenfe  of  them  ? 
Now  every  thing  neceffary  to  falvation,  is  comprehended 
in  the  little  book  I gave  you.  A quarter  of  an  hour’s 
reading  does  the  bufineis.  By  it’s  alfiftance,  you’ll  enjoy 
the  feveral  privileges  of  religion  ; you’ll  poffefs  all  its 
exalted  hopes,  its  motives  and  confolations ; and  then,  you 
may  devote  your  whole  time  to  the  moft  delightful  em- 
ployments. 
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ployments,  and  may  lawfully  tafte  all  the  fatisfaftions  of 

life.  Now  what  think  you  of  my  reflexion? 

I contented  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  the  examina- 
tion of  it  would  employ  too  much  time;  but  that  my 
mind  was  of  fuch  a caft,  that  ’twas  not  in  my  power  to 
believe  or  disbelieve ; and  that  it  was  neceflary  for  my 
reafon  to  be  convinc’d  by  proofs.  Well,  fays  he,  we  are 
not  wanting  in  thefe  and  I promife  to  give  you  very  fa- 
tisfa&ory  ones.  However,  there  is  no  hafte for  this.  The 
chief  of  all  was,  to  heal  your  forrows;  and  I am  over- 
joy’d, that  one  of  the  methods  1 propos’d  happens  to  be 
falutary.  He  afterwards  ask’d  me,  whether  I would  not 
permit  him  to  inform  her  highnefs  of  his  fuccefs?  To 
this  I anfwer’d  plainly,  that  this  feem’d  to  fhew,  that  his 
endeavours  to  cure  me,  were  not  fo  much  the  effect  of 
zeal  as  of  vanity  j and  that  his  only  aim  in  it/jwas,  to  ingra- 
tiate himfelf  the  better  by  that  means  into  her  highnefs’s 
favour.  You  may,  fays  I,  if  you  judge  proper,  inform 
the  princefs  that  I’m  much  eafier  in  my  mind,  and  that  I 
owe  this*  happy  change  to  your  good  offices ; all 
which  I myfelf  will  confirm.  But  then  I’m  abfolutely 
refolvednot  to  let  her  know,  that  love  has  any  thing  to 
do  in  the  affair.  The  very  good  father  promifed  to  do  as  I 
defir’d ; and  as  I did  not  tell  him  any  other  reafon  to  engage 
his  lilence,  than  the  uncertaintyl  was  in,  whether  theL 
change  I then  found  would. continue ; he  promifed  me  iir 
a very  agreeable  manner,  that  he  would  not  once  open  his 
lips  about  any  thing  Idefired  him  to  conceal  y and  would  1 
conclude  matters  wholly  to  my  fatisfadlion. 

However,  he  did  not  give  himfelf  much  trouble  about 
my  affairs  and  the  thing  which  he  promis’d  as  the  cro wo- 
of the  whole  work,  prov’d  fatal  both  to  the  amiable  Ce- 
cilia and  myfelf.  His  fatisfa&ion  was  fo  great,  to  find 
that  the  beginning  anfwer’d  his  hopes  fo  well  ; that  he  had 
not  patience  to.fpend  the  night  with  me  as  he  firft  intend- 
ed. He  hereupon  took  his  leave,  with  an  intention  to  • 
pafs  two  or  three  hours  at  Mr.  R — ’s  j and  without  tel- 
ling me  the  reafon  of  his  leaving  me  fo  abruptly,  heonly 
affured  me,  that  he  would  continue  to  ferve  me  with  great- 
er affiduity  than  . I could  imagine.  1 defir’d  him  to  give 
me  a little  more  light  into  his  defign , but  ’twas  to  no  pur- 
pole. 
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Be  allur’d,  fays  he  as  he  went  away,  I’ll  be  very  did 
creet,  and  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to  lerve  you. 
Obferving  him  to  leave  me  in  fuch  a hurry,  I recollected 
what  I had  heard  her  highnefs  fay,  viz.  that  fuch  people 
as  he  are  a kind  of  comedians.  He  went,  indeed,  to  Mr. 
R — *s.  His  intention,  as  I afterwards  found,  was  to 
aft  the  part  of  a Mercury  upon  this  occafion,  and  to  in- 
cline Cecilia  to  favour  me.  He  managed  matters  with 
wonderful  skill,  and  was  much  abler  to  carry  on  an  in- 
trigue, than  to  argue  with  folidity  on  religious  topicks. 
3Tis  well  known  that  a girl  of  fixteen  is  often  feduced  with 
no  great  difficulty,  when  fhe  is  told  of  the  fweets  which 
are  to  be  tailed  in  love' ; efpecially  if  *tis  a perfon  fhe  ve- 
nerates, and  whofe  counfels  do  half  the  work  \ for  nature 
foon  performs  the  reft.  I myfelf  was  furpriz’d  to  find 
Cecilia  in  fuch  a frame  of  mind,  without  my  being  put 
to  any  pains  upon  that  account.  I did  not  fail  to  wait  up- 
on her  the  next  day  after  dinner ; and  met  her  in  a lane  by 
her  father’s  houfe,  where  Ihe  was  walking  with  the  jefuit. 
3Twas  true,  indeed,  that  any  one  might  fee ’em  from  the 
windows ; but  yet  I cou’dn’t  but  wonder  that  this  man 

had  gain’d  fo  much  power  over  Mr.  R and  his  lady  ; 

for  I did  not  doubt  but  they  were  highly  diflatisfied  to  fee 
her  in  his  hands ; and  that  fear  alone  forc’d  them  to  this 
political  complaifance. 

The  moment  I faw  mifs  Cecilia , I ftep’d  out  of  my 
coach  and  went  up  to  her.  As  I had  not  apprehended  the 
meaning  of  the  words  which  the  jefuit  fpoke  laft  to  me  ; 
I was  far  from  gueffing  the  lubjeCl  of  their  dilcourfe,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  blufh  which  arofe  in  the  cheeks  of  that 
beautiful  perfon  as  I approach’d  her,  and  the  fearful  air  with 
which  fhe  fix’d  her  eyes  downwards,  made  me  judge  that 
fhe  wasdifcourfingof  fome  matters  of  great  importance. 

I was  going  to  make  an  apology  for  my  intrufion,  when 
the  jefuit  prevented  me,  by  faying,  fir,  I was  talking  of 
you  to  mifs  Cecilia  .-  I thoughtl  fhould  do  her  a piece  of 
fervice,  in  acquainting  her  with  your  merit,  and  the  in- 
clination you  have  for  her ; and  am  pleas’d  to  find  that  Ihe’s 
of  a grateful  difpofition.  Altho’  this  compliment  put  me 
to  fome  confulion,  I yet  anfwer’d  immediately,  that  I 
really  had  the  greateft  veneration  for  the  young  lady ; and 
lhou’d  think  myielf  vaftly  happy,  cou’d  I be  allow’d  to 

prove 
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prove  the  fincerity  of  it  by  my  fervices.  1 have  gond 
farther  than  you,  fays  the  jefuit , I have  betray’d  your 
fecret;  and  have  promis’d  the  lady  fomcthing  more  from 
j you  than  efteem . So  blunt  a declaration  as  this,  heightened 
mifs  Cecilia's  blufhes,  and  perplex’d  me  very  much : how- 
ever, I made  a tender,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a moft  re- 
j fpediful  anfwer. — I really  had  a ftrong  paflionfor  her, 
the  breathing  of  which  gave  meexquifitc  pleafurc  ; and  as 
I this  prefent  opportunity  was  altogether  unforefecn,  the 
expreflions  I then  us’d,  flow’d  altogether  from  my  heart. 
Mr.  R — ’scorning  up,  who,  the  moment  hefaw  my 
coach,  came  out  of  the  houfeto*meet  me,  prevented  his 
daughter  from  explaining  herfelf.  The  inftant  her  fa- 
ther appear’d  fhefupprefl:  her  blufhes,  and  we  all  walk’d 
together  into  the  houfe. 

Had  I been  indulg’d  the  freedom  of  convcrfing  with 
mifs  Cecilia  in  private  whenever  I pleas’d,  I am  not  fure 
whether  I fhould  have  addreft  her  that  afternoon,  my 
fpirits  wereinfuchconfuflon  j and  indeed  I could  fcarce 
attend  to  Mr.  R — ’s  difeourfe,  in  fuch  a manner  as  was 
neceflary  for  my  making  proper  anfwers.  The  jefuit 
wou’d  look  upon  me  every  now  and  then  with  a fmile,  as 
tho’  he  applauded  himfelf  for  the  fer vice  he  had  done  me, 
with  regard  to  mifs  Cecilia.  I judg’d  by  her  filence  and  ti- 
midity, that  (he  was  in  no  lefs  confufion  than  myfelf.  She 
feem’d  to  be  very  thoughtful ; and  I obferv’d  that  (lie  of- 
ten put  her  hand  to  her  forehead,  as  tho’  flic  endeavour’d  to 
hide  her  eyes;  but  then  I could  fee  her  look  at  me  thro’  her 
fingers.  She  would  fix  her  eyeslanguifhingly  on  me ; and 
when  her  glances  met  mine,  flie  then  would  fhut  her 
fingers,  and  thereby’ bereave  me  of  the  fight  of  her  in- 
chanting  face.  My  paflion  increas’d.  The  more  fimple  and 
natural  all  my  impulfes  were,  the  eafier  I underftood  this 
tender  language  which  nature  itfelf  dictated,  and  confe- 
quently  the  gi eater  impreffion  it  made  upon  me. 

However,  though  1 had  enjoy’d  the  utmoft  pleafurethat 
afternoon  in  mifs  Cecilia's  company,  I yet  cou’d  not  but 
think  that  the  jefuit  had  taken  a very  odd  kind  of  ftep.  I 
therefore  defir’d  him,  as  he  was  going  out,  to  come  and 
fpend  the  evening  with  me;  and  enquir’d  what  views  he 
had  in  adting  after  this  manner . He  anfwer’d,  that  his  on- 
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ly  view  was  to  make  me  ealy  and  happy  ; and  added, 
that  being  perfuaded  I was  a man  of  fenfeand  honour, 
he  therefore  was  under  no  apprehenfions  that  1 fhould 
make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  victory  he  obtain’d  for  me ; be  af- 
lur’d,  fays  he,  that  mi & Cecilia  loves  you.  I drew  you 
in  fo  amiable  a light,  and  protefted  that  you  are  fo  paf- 
fionately  in  love  with  her,  that  I obferv’d  her  little  heart 
take  fireasfheli fined.  I really  believe,  fays  he,  fqueez- 
ing  my  hand  at  the  fame  time,  that  her  heart’s  a little  trea- 
fure.  I only  anfwer’d  him,  with  an  air  of  indifference, 
that  I was  very  much  oblig’d  to  him  for  the  pains  he  had 
taken.  Tho’  I was  enflam’d  with  the  ftrongefl  paffion, 
yet  thishad  not  made  me  forget  my  duty  j and  tho’  I did 
not  dare  to  reveal  to  him,  what  reafons  I had  to  keep  my- 
felf within  certain  bounds  j I yet  neverthelefs  thought  my- 
felf  oblig’d  to  hint,  that  there  were  fome  which  I wou’d 
not  abfolutely  go  beyond.  Poffibly  I was  the  fport  of 
my  own  heart,  and  did  not  explain  myfelf  with  resolution 
enough.  However  this  be,  the  jefuit  continued  as  of- 
ficious as  ever;  and  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  tom  ako 
xnifs  Cecilia  love  me. 

I pafl  fome  months,  thus  agreeably  intoxicated  by  love ; 
and  was  fo  much  the  more  Satisfied  with  my  own  con- 
duct, as  I did  not  find,  after  a mature  examination,  that 
it  interfer’d  in  any  manner  with  honour.  This  very  re- 
flexion, whether  the  fubjeX  of  it  were  real  or  imagi- 
nary, contributed  almoft  as  much  to  my  eafe,  as  love  it- 
felf  i feldom  a day  paft,  in  which  I had  not  the  fatif- 
faXion  of  feeing  the' amiable  Cecilia.  Whatever  is  paf- 
fionate  in  affiduities,  tender  in  behaviour,  delicate  in  a 
thoufand  little  preferences  5 all  thefe  were  inceffantly  em- 
ploy’d, as  well  to  fatisfy  the  impulfes  of  my  heart,  as 
to  infinuate  my  felf  into  her  atfeXions.  But  what  was 
very  ftrange,  and  even  furprizing  to  myfelf  ; not  a An- 
gle word  efcap’d  me  all  that  time,  which  difcover’d  the 
leaf!:  intelligence  between  my  tongue  and  my  thoughts  ; 
for  I explain’d  my  paflion  no  otherwife,  than  by  the 
dumb  language  of  the  eyes,  and  the  extraordinary  refpeX 
I paid  her.  This,  undoubtedly,  was  an  effeX  of  thofe 
unalterable  principles  of  virtue,  which  had  taken  fuch 
deep  root  in  my  foul,  in  my  infant  years ; that  thefe 
fcem’d  to  aX  from  nature,  and  did  not  want  the  afiiflance 

of 
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of  reflexion.  The  continuing  in  this  referve  did  not 
put  me  to  the  lead  ftrugglc.  I was,  perhaps,  at  that 
time,  the  only  inftance  ot  a man  who  lov’d  with  the 
greatefl  exccfs  of  pafiion,  and  yet  did  not  entertain  the 
lead  hopes  or  defires.  I don’t  doubt,  but  mifs  Cecilia. 
was  furpriz’d,  to  find  me  obferve  fo  awful  afilence,  af- 
ter the  jefuit  had  introduc’d  me  in  fo  advantageous  a 
manner.  She  fa w very  plainly  that  I ador’d  her;  and  I 
difcover’d  as  evidently,  that  I had  made  a deep  imprefi* 
fion  in  her  heart : fo  that  my  whole  proceedings  mud 
neceflarily  have  been  a riddle  to  her.  I would  fometimes 
fee  her,  involv’d  in  thought,  fix  her  eyes  wifhfully 
upon  me  ; as  tho’  fhe  endeavoured  to  difcover  what 
it  was  that  thus  dopt  my  tongue  ; and  prevented  me 
from  expatiating  on  a pleafure,  which  fo  delighted  my 
heart. 

I continued  alfo  to  pay  my  court  to  her  highnefs, 
who  foon  obfervcd,  that  a happy  change  was  wrought 
in  my  mind.  But  tho’  1 confefs’d  that  my  mind  was  in- 
finitely more  eafy  than  it  us’d  to  be ; I yet  conceal’d  the 
caufe  of  it,  with  the  utmoft  care.  I was  very  willing  to 
let  the  jefuit  enjoy  the  reputation,  of  working  a com- 
plete cure  on  me.  Her  highnefs,  the  dutchefs  of  Or • 
leans,  was  not  fo  much  miftrefs  of  her  pafiion,  but  one 
eafily  difcovered,  that  fheherfelf  flood  in  need  of  confo- 
lation  She  grew  thinner  every  day ; and  ’twas  obferv’d, 
that  for  fomc  time  her  charms  faded  furprizingly,  and 
die  was  no  longer  the  gay  woman  (lie  us’d  to  be.  Peo- 
ple us’d  to  whilper  one  another  in  the  ear,  and  cry,  that 
jealoufy  had  occafion’d  this  change.  'Tis  certain  that  fhe 
imagin’d  the  king  lov’d  her ; and  his  majefly  had  pofii- 
bly  endeavour’d  to  perfuade  her  that  fhe  was  dear  to  him. 
He  had  vifited  her  for  fome  time  with  great  affiduity  ; 
they  us’d  to  difcourfe  in  private  ; and  calumny  gave  a 
malicious  interpretation  to  their  fecret  interviews.  Per- 
haps the  princefs  would  not  have  valued  the  reports,  had 
the  effe&s  been  really  what  the  publick  thought  ’em  to 
be;  but  the  truth  was  fuddenly  difcover’d,  by  acircum- 
flance  which  gave  her  highnefs  the  greatefl  mortificati- 
on. The  king  had  only  madeufeof  her  as  a fcreen  to 
conceal  the  pafiion  he  entertain’d  for  one  of  her  maids  of 
honour,  whofe  name  was  la  Valiere.  His  majefly  had 

long 
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long  cherifh’d  this  flame  in  his  bofom;  but  at  laft,  whe- 
ther it  were  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  lover,  or  the 
vanity  and  ambition  of  the  miftrefs,  the  whole  fecret 
came  out;  and  the  world  was  furpriz’d,  to  fee  a young 
woman  of  no  birth,  rais’d,  in  a moment,  almoft  to  the 
throne.  An  incident  of  fo  extraordinary  a nature,  and 
in  which  her  high nefs  had,  unknowingly,  been  made 
to  a£t  fo  odd  a part;  had  enflam’d  her  refentments  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  itoccafion’d  a great  change  in  her  humour 
and  impair’d  her  health.  Others,  however,  allur’d,  that 
’twas  the  duke,  her  conforms  ill  ufage,  that  plung’d  her 
into  this  deep  melancholy.  That  prince,  from  a moll 
unaccountable  turn  of  mind,  keptfeveralmiftreffespub- 
lickly,  and  at  the  fame  time  was  jealous  of  herhighnefs. 
He  was  daily  reproaching  her ; and  often  treated  her  with 
greater  fcorn  and  contempt,  than  he  wou’d  have  fhewn 
to  one  of  his  pages.  Thefe  broils  were  feldom  fpokeof 
in  publick  ; for  the  princefs  was  fo  vaftly  kind  and  hu- 
mane to  all  her  domefticks,  that  not  one  of  ’em  wou’d 
difcoverany  thing  fhe  might  wifh  to  have  conceal’d  ; but 
’twas  impoflible  but  I rnuft  hear  of  ’em,  as  I was  almoft 
every  day  at  St „ Cloud, ; and  was  confider’d  as  an  officer 
of  the  houfe,  rather  than  as  a ftranger.  I remember 
an  affair  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  which  gave  that  un- 
happy  princefs  the  utmoft  pain.  The  duke  cf  Orleans 
would  often  walk  from  one  of  his  miffreffes  houfesto 
another ; and  was  always  dreft  on  thefe  occafions  very 
plain;  and  fometimes  had  not  fo  much  as  a footman  af- 
ter him.  One  day  as  he  was  going  over  the  Font-neuf ’ 
or  Nero- bridge  in  Faris,  he  was  flopt  by  four  or  five  tradef- 
men  who  were  half  drunk,  and  were  come  thither  up- 
on'a very  whimfical  account.  As  they  were  overabot- 
tle,  the  difcourfe  happen’d  to  turn  upon  outward  beha- 
viour and  phyfiognomy  ; when  one  of  ’em  affirm’d  that 
he  would  guefs  the  profeffion  of  the  firft  perfon  he 
fhould  meet  in  the  fireet,  by  his  gait  and  countenance. 
This  appear’d  fo  lingular  to  the  reft,  that  they  refolv’d 
to  put  his  skill  to  the  trial ; and  in  order  to  heighten  their 
mirth,  they  agreed  to  lay  a wager  of  a few  piftoles. 
However,  inftead  of  fixing  upon  the  next  ftreet  for  the 
experiment,  they  made  choice  of  the  Font-neuf.  Un- 
fortunately for  her  highnefs,  they  happen’d  to  come  juft 

as 
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as  the  duke  was  parting  by.  Being  pretty  much  heated 
by  wine,  they  did  not  ufe  much  ceremony,  but  flopp’d 
hishighnefs  at  once,  not  knowing  who  he  was.  The 
perfon  who  was  to  give  his  judgment,  after  viewing  him 
for  fome  time ; and  undoubtedly  finding  by  hi?  air  and 
the  delicacy  of  his  features,  that  he  was  far  from  being  a 
mechanic;  cried  out,  that  he  was  not  of  any  trade,  but 
was  certainly  a cuckold.  His  companions  were  highly 
delighted  with  the  fentence  he  had  pafs’d  ; and  as  the 
perkm  whom  they  fhou’d  flop,  was  to  decide  the  wa- 
ger ; they  urg’d  him,  with  all  the  waggery  of  people 
who  are  in  liquor,  to  tell  them  at  once  whether  he  were 
not  acuckold.  The  duke  would  not  anfwer  their  que- 
ftion,  fo  that  he  found  it  a very  difficult  matter  to  get 
out  of  their  hands ; however,  he,  at  laft,  did,  when  he 
could  not  forbear  refledfing  on  this  odd  adventure.  He 
cou’d  not  perfuade  hiYnfelf  that  it  was  owing  merely 
to  chance;  but  fancying  that  he  was  known;  and  that 
this  was  a kind  of  hint  which  was  given  him  with  re- 
gard to  her  highnefs’s  intrigues,  he  went  immediately 
for  St.  Cloud.  I was  in  the  palace  when  he  came  ; and 
was  but  juft  come  from  the  princefs’s  clofet,  who  had 
done  me  the  honour  to  hold  a long  difeourfe  with  me  that 
day.  The  fury  that  darted  from  the  duke’s  eyes,  at  his 
coming  in,  made  every  body  conclude  that  he  was  in  a 
dreadful  pafiion.  Every  body  withdrew  out  of  refpedf ; 
however,  they  cou’d  not  but  hear  his  indignation  break 
out,  and  the  injurious  exprefiions  with  which  he  treated 
the  dutchefs.  The  duke  ftorm’dat  his  lady  for  above  an 
hour,  which  threw  all  her  women  into  tears.  All  the 
fervants  were  told  by  the  footman  J who  had  walkJd 
after  his  highnefs,  the  whole  affair  of  the  Tont-neuf  $ 
but  they  all  promis’d  not  to  once  open  their  lips  a- 
bout  it.  I fhall  pafs  over  feveral  circumftances  of  a 
comick  nature,  as  not  fuiting  with  the  fad  ftory  of 
my  life. 

Whatever  might  be  the  caufc  of  the  forrow,  which 
prey’d  in  this  fecret  manner  on  her  highnefs’s  fpirits,  {he 
yet  was  as  kind  and  affable  as  ufual.  This  only  increas’d 
her  fondnefs  for  the  folitude  of  St.  Claud,  and  made  her 
more  indifferent  with  regard  to  the  pleafures  of  a court. 
She  now  never  went  to  Verfailles , but  when  fhe  was  ab- 

folutely 
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folutely  oblig’d  to  it;  and  left  it  asfoon  as  fiiepoflibly 
cou’d.  She  Teem’d  to  grow  kinder  every  day  to  all  her 
domefttcks,  and  to  all  who  had  the  honour  of  waiting" 
upon  her.  The  great  concern  I had  for  her  highnefsV 
health  and  felicity,  prompted  me  a thouTand  times  to  take 
notice,  that  I was  very  forry  to  find  her  To  melancholy  as 
fhe  always  appear’d.  But  whenever  X prefum’d  to  hint 
any  thing  of  this  kind,  fhe  would  anfwer  me  only  by 
fighs,  which  fpoke  a deje&ed  heart : and  on  thefe  occa- 
lions,awe  kept  me  from  explainingmy  Telf  farther.  But 
tho’  it  was  not  in  my  power,  toconfol'e  her  as  well  as 
I would  fain  have  done  j I yet  did  all  I pofiibly  cou’d.  I 
ufed  to  flay  To  long  with  her  highnefs,  as  I thought  I 
was  not  troublefome.  I for  this  purpofe  uTed  to  go 
twice  daily  to  her  palace  ; and  would  willingly  have 
fpent  whole  days  there,  had  not  my  ftrong  incli- 
nation for  mifs  Cecilia , call’d  me  often  to  her  fa- 
ther’s. 

Being  one  day  at  St.  Cloudy  one  of  Mr.  R ’s 

fervants  brought  me  a letter  from  his  mafter,  by  which 
X was  conjur’d,  by  all  thetyes  of  friendfhip,  to  go  im- 
mediately to  his  houle.  Aftonifh’d  to  find  him  write  to. 
me  in  fuch  urgent  terms,  Ifuppos’d  that  fomething  ex- 
traordinary had  happen'd  j and  therefore  told  the  bearer, 
that  I would  wait  upon  his  mafter  immediately.  I went, . 
when  I found  him  in  his  clofet,  with  an  air  of  confter- 
nation  in  his  face ; and  holding  a letter  in  his  hand, 
which  Teem’d  to  have  occafion’d  his  diTorder.  Alas ! fir, 
fays  he,  the  moment  I came  in,  I am  undone.  Read  on- 
ly what  is  writ  to  me,  and  then  Tee  whether  it  will  be- 
in  your  power  to  afiift  me  on  this  melancholy  occafion.  I 
read  it,  and  found  that  it  had  been  Tent  from  a prote- 
ftant  gentleman,his  friend  j who  gave  him  an  account  that 
the  perfecution  began  to  rage  in  the  province  where  he- 
liv’d.  He  complain’d  particularly,  in  the  moft  moving 
terms,  that  his  Ton  and  two  daughters  had  been  forc’d, 
away  ; but  whither  they  were  cairied  he  knew  not.  He 
added,  that  the  cruelties  which  were  exercis’d  in  the  pro- 
vinces, would  Toon  extend  to  the  court  and  Paris ; and 
that  he  was  alfur’d  from  very  good  hands,  that  the  mo- 
ment Mr.  de  Tureme  ftiould  have  abjur’d  the  proteftant 
religion  5 all  thofe  who  ftiould  refuie  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample1, 
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ample,  would  be  forc’d  to  it ; that  the  gentleman  above- 
mention’d  was  to  make  his  abjuration  in  a few  weeks 
afterwards ; that  be  believ’d  all  thofe  who  were  refolv’d 
not  to  be  converts  to  popery,  had  no  other  refuge  left, 
but  to  fly  their  country  immediately  5 he  therefore  advi- 
fed  him  to  fell  privately,  as  he  himfelf  was  doing,  as 
much  of  his  eftate  as  he  poflibly  could  ; and  above  all, 
that  he  exhorted  him  to  place  his  daughter  inftantly  in  fome 
place  where  (he  might  be  fafe,  or  that  other  wife  fhe’d  be 
forc’d  away  from  him. 

After  I had  read  this,  Mr.  R — — told  me  that  this 
was  not  all.  Here,  fays  he,  is  a letter  which  I receiv’d 
from  Mr.  de  Turenne  by  the  fame  poft.  As  I have  the 
honour  to  have  a place  in  his  efteem,  I begg’d  him,  in- 
genuoufly,  to  give  me  his  advice  ; firmly  perfuaded 
that  he  has  too  great  a foul,  to  betray  me  on  this  occafi- 
on.  Pray  read  the  anfwer  he  fent  me.  I found  that  Mr. 
de  Turenne  had  declared  to  him,  in  a very  frank  and  friend- 
ly manner,  the  principal  motives  of  hisconverfion.  He 
advis’d  him  to  imitate  the  pattern  he  had  fethim,  rather 
for  the  fake  of  his  foul,  than  that  of  his  worldly  pof- 
feflions.  However,  that  in  cafe  he  was  firmly  determin’d 
not  to  change  his  religion,  he  advis’d  him  to  fly  imme- 
diately to  England  or  Holland , with  whatever  money 
he  could  carry  off  with  him;  becaufe,he  faid,  the  time 
was  at  hand,  when  great  numbers  of  people  would  wifil 
they  had  ufed  the  fame  precautions.  This,  fays  Mr. 

R fills  me  with  inexpreflible  perplexity.  I don’t 

know  a foul  in  any  foreign  country,  from  whom  1 may 
beg  an  afy.lum;  I can’t  think  in.  what  manner  to  difpofe 
of  my  eftate  privately. ; and  then  I am  afraid  every  mo- 
ment of  having  my  daughter  forc’d  away  from  me.  The 
danger  is  extreme,  and  1 cannot  think  of  any  remedy,  that 
will  be  fpeedy  enough  for  my  purpofe;  unlefs,  fays  he, 
your  fricndfhip  fhould  fuggeft  fomething  which  may  be 
offervice  to  me. 

After  having  meditated  a moment  on  what  I had  read 
and  heard;  I am  forry,  fays  1,  ’tis  not  in  my  power  to 
diredt  you  to  fome  perfon  in  England  ; for  I fuppofe  that  is 
the  chief  fervice  you  want  me  to  do  you . Altho’  I am  an 
Englijhntan , I yet  have  not  one  acquaintance  in  my  own 
country.  However,  tho’  I can’t  ferve  you  myfelf,  I poT. 
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fibly  may  get  a friend  to  do  it.  We  are  not  to  expe£to 
obtain  any  thing  in  your  favour  at  St.  Cloud  ■,  for  cour- 
tiers are  always  of  that  religion  which  the  monarch  pro- 
feffes.  But  I have  a friend  who  is  able  to  do  you  very 
great  fervice,  and  I believe  he  really  will  for  my  fake.  The 
perfon  I mean  is  the  lord  Clarendon.  Tho’  this  nobleman 
has  loll  the  king’s  favour,  his  relations  and  friends  wou’d 
ferve  him  to  the  utrnoft.  Befides,  as  he  is  at  Roan,  as  he  him- 
felf  inform’d  me  by  letter;  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  for 
him  to  procure  you  a veflel,  in  which  you  may  fail  for 
England.  I’ll  write  to  his  lordfhip  on  this  occafton  by  the 
firft  poft.  Mr.  R — anfwer’d,  that  he’d  accept  of  my 
offerj  but  then,  fays  he,  before  you’ve  writ  to  his  lord- 
fhip and  receiv’d  ananfwer,mydaughter  may  very  poffibly 
be  forc’d  away  from  me.  Well,  fays  I,  in  cafe  you  are 
under  any  apprehenfions  upon  her  account,  you  may  fend 
her  before  to  Roan.  The  lord  Clarendon* will  receive  her 
with  pleafure}  and  fire  may  pafs  her  time  very. agreeably 
with  his  lady,  till  fuch  time  as  you  may  have  fettled  your 
affairs,  and  be  ready  to  fet  out  for  that  city. 

Mr.  R Was  mightily  pleas’d  with  this  overture. 

He  weigh’d  the  feveral  circumftances  of  it  afrefh,  and 
drew  the  following  plan,  in  order  for  the  putting  it  in  ex- 
ecution. As  I am  fo  narrowly  watch’d,  fays  he,  it  will 
be  impoffibie  for  my  daughter  to  go  for  Roan , but  notice 
will  be  taken  of  it,  and  confequently  I fhall  be  accus’d  of 
fending  her  away  byftealth.  It  therefore  wou’d  be  pro- 
per to  give  fuch  a colour  to  her  flight  as  may  remove  all 
fufpicions.  You  yourfelf,  fays  he,  might  carry  her  off 
in  the  night  in  your  own  coach,  and  convey  her  to  Roan. 
You  may  ride  a great  number  of  miles  in  the  night,  by 
which  means  no  one  would  abfolutely  know  which  way 
you  are  gone.  I’ll  pretend  the  next  day  to  be  vaftly  fur- 
priz’d  at  her  flight,  and  will  even  feem  perfuaded,  that 
fhe  is  gone  off  with  fome  lover.  In  cafe  the  fpies  who 
are  fet  over  me  fhould  miftruft  anything,  they,  atleaft, 
won’t  have  any  proofs  again  ft  me;  and  much  lefs  will 
they  know  whither  you  defign  to  fend  her.  There  is, 
fays  he,  but  one  difficulty  in  this  project,  which  is,  that 
you  may  poffibly  do  yourfelf  a prejudice,  in  thus  endea- 
vouring to  ferve  me I affur’d  him,  that  this  would  not 

be  of  theleaft  weight  with  me  j I don’t,  fays  I,  defign  to 
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fpend  my  days  in  France.  There  are  even  Tome  affairs 
which  require  my  prefence  in  England,  and  I don’t  intend 
to  (lay  long  after  you.  The  raoft  unhappy  circumftance 
that  could  poffibly  happen  to  me,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  dif- 
< cover’d  that  I afiifted  in  conveying  away  part  of  your  fa- 
mily, would  be,  my  being  forc’d  to  leave  this  kingdom  a 
little  fooner  than  I intended  to  do. 

What  I now  fpoke  was  fincere,  and  I was  fo  defirous 

of  putting  an  end  to  Mr .R ’s  perplexity,  that  I did 

not  fo  much  as  confider  that  I was  preparing  torments 
for  myfclf,  in  thus  contributing  to  mifs  Cecilia' s flight. 
However,  this  thought  occur’d  to  me  afterwards ; but 
then  it  was  not  near  foafflidting,  when  I confider’d  that 
I myfclf  fhould  pafs,  before  ’twas  very  long,  into  Eng- 
land. The  lord  Terwill was  return’d  thither;  and  there- 
fore 1 had  determin’d,  for  fome  time,  to  crofs  over  in- 
to my  native  country,  in  order  to  fettle  the  eftate  which 
wasdevolved  on  my  children.  I confider’d,  at  the  very 
time  as  I was  fpeaking  to  Mr.  R — , that  I might  take 
this  opportunity  to  leave  France  entirely ; and  confequent- 
ly,  that  1 fhould  have  a better  opportunity  of  feeing  and 
enjoying  the  company  of  my  amiable  Cecilia,  when  ws 
fhould  be  arriv’d  in  England.  I therefore  promis’d  faith- 
fully, to  come  in  my  coach,  with  two  or  three  fcrvants. 
whom  I might  confide  in,  about  fuch  an  hour  of  the 
night,  as  I believ’d  it  would  be  poflible  for  us  to  gooff 
unfeen  by  any  perfon. 

I left  him,  in  order  that  he  might  have  time  fufficient 
to  talk  of  thefe  matters  with  his  lady  and  daughter,  and 
likewile  to  prepare  every  thing  on  my  fide.  Neither 
Mrs.  Lallin  or  my  filler  were  let  into  the  fccret.  I us’d  to 
go  frequently  either  to  St.  Cloud  or  Faris , without  giving 
them  the  lead  notice  of  it,  and  would  fometimes  lie  out 
of  the  houfe.The  only  perfons  I acquainted  with  my  defign, 
were  Tyring, whom  I had  made  my  fteward,  my  coachman 
and  two  footmen.  I ordered  Bring  to  fet  out  privately  on 
horfcback  before  night,  upon  fome  pretence  or  other  j 
and  come  in  the  dead  of  night  to  Mr.  R — ’s  houfe. 
As  for  myfclf,  as  foon  as  it  was  dusk,  I fet  out  towards 
Faris ; and  only  went  fo  far  up  that  road,  as  was  neceffary 
to  lead  the  inhabitants  of  fome  neighbouring  cottages  into 
a miftake ; and  after  I thought  we  were  in  no  danger  from 
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the  fpies,  T bid  my  coachman  flop  in  fome  lone  place  till 
the  time  was  almoft  expir’d  that  I had  promis’d  to  be  at 
Mr.  R 5s  houfe. 

My  hand  is  feiz’d  with  a trembling,  now  I am  going  to 
relate  one  of  the  moft  fatal  adventures  that  ever  befel  me. 
I don’t  fay  fatal  with  regard  to  the  circumftances  which' 
attended  upon  it,  as  there  was  no  blood  died ; and  that 
the  fad  accident  which  follow’d  after  it,  can  be  referr’d 
only  to  the  common  courfe  of  nature,  or  to  certain  caufes 
which  it  is  not  in  the  power  ot  man  to  forefee ; but  as  it 
prov’d  of  fuch  dreadful  confequence  to  my  honour  and 
my  virtue.  Nothing  but  a miracle  from  heaven  would 
have  fav’d  me  from  the  brink  of  the  precipice.  ’Twould 
be  to  no  purpofe  for  me  to  impute  the  honour  of  it  to  my 
reafon : an  intelligent  reader  will  find  that  I deferv’d  to  be 
undone;  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  a fu  per  natural  aftif- 
tance,  the  weaknefs  which  had  led  me  into  this  danger 
wou’d  not  have  been  chang’d  into  ftrength,  to  prevent 
my  ruin  from  being  completed. 

The  time  of  my  going  to  Mr.  R — 3s  being  near  ex- 
pir’d, I went  towards  it,  and  coming  to  the  alley  which 
flood  before  it,  I found  Bring  waiting  for  me.  We  had 
been  there  but  a very  little  time,  when  we  perceiv’d,  by 
the  light  of  a little  lanthorn,  fome  perfons  coming  very 
foftly  out  of  the  houfe,  who  came  up  to  us  in  an  inftant. 
Thefe  were  Mr.  R — , his  lady  and  daughter.  After  a 
thoufand  kiftes  and  embraces,  they  gave  her  up  into  my 
hands,  when  I promis’d  they  fhould  hear  from  me  the 
inftant  of  our  arrival  in  Roan,  which  would  not  be  above 
two  days,  becaufe  I intended  to  make  all  imaginable  hafte 
thither.  As  we  were  afraid  left  fome  of  the  fervants 
fhould  perceive  us,  we  took  but  a very  fhort  farewel.  I only 
repeated  to-  Mr.  R— the  lord  Clarendon's  goodnefs  and  gene- 
rofity ; and  with  regard  to  the  dangers  which  might  be  met 
with  in  the  road ; I protefted  that  I would  venture  my  own 
life  to  fpare  that  of  his  amiable  daughter  ; and  therefore 
that  both  he  and  his  lady  had  reafon  to  be  very  eafy. 

After  I had  faid  thefe  words  we  fet  out.  I had  taken  a 
fmall  wax  taper  lighted  into  the  coach.  Mifs  Cecilia  was 
filent,  and  feem’d  loft  in  thought.  I at  fir  ft  reproach’d 
her  for  it;  but  notwithftanding  the  tender  fentiments 
which  then  inform’d  my  heart,  I for  fome  time  dif- 
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cours’d  only  on  common  and  indifferent  fubjeXs.  She 
would  every  now  and  then  fpeak  a word  or  two  by  way 
of  anfwer.  I would  not  feem  to  gaze  upon  her  with 
more  than  ordinary  attention,  which,  however,  did  not 
prevent  me  from  fometimes  contemplating  thefweetnefs 
of  her  fine  eyes*  on  which  occalion,  whenever  my 
glances  met  hers,  my  heart  would  feel  a more  than  ordi- 
nary emotion.  Immediately  I would  caft  my  eyes  down, 
and  endeavour  to  recover  myfelf  j however,  I was  too 
near  her,  to  repel  long  the  fubtle  poifon  which  fhe  darted 
at  once,  from  every  part  of  her,  into  my  heart.  The 
bare  found  of  her  voice  melted  mein  fuch  a manner  as  is 
inexpreflible.  But  what  emotions  mull  I feel  whenever 
I touch’d  her,  which  the  continual  jolting  ot  the  coach 
made  me  do  every  moment ; to  breathe  the  fame  air,  in 
the  fmall  tenement  which  held  us  ; alas ! to  lee  and  feel 
but  her  only  ! ’twas  not  blood  which  now  circulated  in 
my  veins,  but  the  fires  of  love.  The  hurry  which  thefe 
occafion’d  in  my  fpirits,  enabled  me  to  carry  on  our  con- 
vention a little  longer ; but  afterwards  conluming  them- 
felves,  if  I may  be  allow’d  the  figure,  by  their  own  heat, 
they  chang’d  infenfibly  into  a heavy,  melancholy  languor, 
a moment  after  which  I was  deeply  involv’d  in  thought. 
I began  to  confider  in  a quite  different  manner  from  what 
I had  hitherto  done  that  I was  conveying  a perfon, 
vvhofe  prefence  and  converfation  gave  me  fo  much  plea- 
fure,  to  Roan,  where  1 was  to  leave  her,  and  fliould  per- 
haps never  fet  eyes  on  her  more.  I fhallthen,  fays  I to 
myfelf,  lofe  the  dear  creature,  whofe  prefence  lulls  all 
my  forrows  to  reft,  and  whofe  company  is  fweeter  than 
any  thing  in  life ! All  my  forrows  will  again  invade  me  ; 
for  ’tis  flie  only  that  fupprelfes  them.  In  cafe  I am  per- 
mitted to  love  her,  is  it  natural  that  I fliould  confent  to  be- 
reave myfelf  of  fo  lovely  an  object  ? Good  heavens,  how 
will  it  be  poftible  for  me  to  live  without  her  ! what  will 
my  life  be  when  (he  is  gone  from  me  ? As  I made  thefe 
reflexions,  which  employ’d  my  whole  foul,  afighwould 
every  now  and  then  fteal  from  me.  Tho’  1 myfelf  did  not 
perceive  this,  it  did  notefcape  the  notice  of  mifs  Cecilia , 
whofe  heart  was  as  tender  as  mine.  She  could  not  doubt, 
but  herfelf  was  the  caufeof  thediforder  which  (he  faw  me 
in  j and  ’twas  not  till  after  fome  ftruggles,  that  flie  pre- 
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vail’d  with  herfelf  to  tell  me,  (he  was  forry  to  fee  me  fb 
fad  and  deje&ed.  However,  at  laft  inclination  got  the 
better,  whenfhe  broke  into  the  following  words:  What 
can  it  be,  fir,  that  has  made  you  thus  melancholy  on  a 
fudden  ; l am  not  fure  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  the  caufe  of 
it  ? This  queftion,  and  the  tone  of  voice  with  which 
(he  fpoke,  made  me  turn  my  head  towards  her.  My  eyes 
met  hers  5 when  the  fo  ft  inquietude,  which  methought  I 
read  in  them,  quite  over-power’d  me.  I thereupon  took 
up  one  of  her  hands,  but  without  knowing  what  I did, 
and  fqueezing  it  between  mine ; alas!  mi fs  Cecilia,  fays 
I,  what  a fad  reproach  you  juft  now  made  me  ? Your 
prefence  muft  for  ever  create  fatisfa&ion,  and  form  my 
felicity  ; but,  — Pm  afraid  your  abfence  will  be  the 
greateft  pain  to  me ! and  ’twill  be  impoflible  for  me  to 
furvive  it  long. 

Mifs  Cecilia  was  young  and  unexperienc’d.  Cupid,  at 
that  inftant,  infinuated  himfelf  into  her  bofom  as  well  as 
mine,  and  awak’d  the  moft  melting,  the  moft  delicious 
fenfations.  Whence  could  fhe  have  got  weapons  to  de- 
fend herfelf,  fince  neither  honour  nor  reafon  could  furnifh 
me  with  any  ; and  that  I did  not  fo  much  as  feek  for  any 
in  thefe  ? She  was  overjoy’d  to  hear  me  deliver  my  pafli- 
on  at  once  in  fuch  foft  language ; and  v/hether  it  were 
from  a free  impulfe,  or  an  involuntary  emotion ; fhe 
made  fuch  an  anfwer  as  difcover’d  the  greateft  paflion, 
and  innocence  at  the  fame  time.  If,  fays  fhe,  you  look 
upon  my  abfence  as  fo  great  an  evil,  why  will  you  leave 
me  ? When  erne  loves  a perfon,  methinks  ’tis  fo  fweet  to 
be  in  their  company  ! But  I am  not  fure  of  it,  fays  fhe, 
looking  upon  me  with  bafhfulnefs ; for  you  never  told 
me  you  did.  I muft  here  declare  my  whole  weaknefs ; 
the  fhort  anfwer  fhe  gave  made  me  fenfible  to  fomething 
I had  never  felt  before;  an  emotion,  a thoufand  times 
more  fprightly  and  delicious  than  all  the  pleafures  united, 
which  I had  hitherto  tafted  in  love.  Now,  that  I blufh 
to  think  of  it,  ’tis  in  vain  for  me  to  enquire  what  it  was 
in  thofe  few  words  that  could  raife  fuch  emotions  in  my 
breaft.  Was  it  their  fimplicity,  which  could  not  but  difeo- 
ver  the  utmoft  tendernefs  in  a young  perfon,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  1 knew  was  inform’d  with  the  greateft  good 
fenfe  ? Was  it  the  found  of  a charming  voice,  whofe  im- 
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preflion  mix’d  with  that  which  was  already  diffus’d  over 
all  my  fenfes  ? Or  rather,  was  it  not  the  frame  and  difpo- 
fitionof  my  heart,  which  now  felt  an  extafyof  joy,  to 
find  another  to  fy  mpathize  with  it  in  fo  happy  a manner  ; 
and  which  triumph’d,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fee  fuch  a 
bleffmg  offer’d  it,  as  it  perhaps  could  not  have  prefum’d  to 
defire  ? 

Be  this  as  it  will,  1 now  confulted  my  heart  only,  and 
accordingly  addrefs’d  myfelf  to  mifs  Cecilia  in  the  moft 
tender,  the  moft  paftionate  language,  which  Teem’d  to 
give  her  the  utmoft  pleafure.  She  loon  hinted,  that  ab* 
fence  would  be  as  infupportableto  her,  as  it  could  pofti- 
blybetome.  I told  her,  that  it  fhould  be  as  fhort  as  pof- 
fible;  in  a word,  that  I was  refolv’d  to  leave  Trance  with 
her  father,  and  crofs  over  into  England  with  her  and  the 
reft  of  the  family.  She  Teem’d  mightily  pleas’d  at  this  re- 
folution.  Neverthelefs,  after  conftdering  how  long  it 
might  be  before  I could  return  to  her;  methought  it 
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in  lefs  than  two  or  three  months,  which  both  mifs  Cecilia 
and  1 fhould  confider  as  fo  many  ages.  However,  fhe 
propos’d  a thing  which  might  prevent  our  being  folong 
abfent  from  one  another.  Methinks,  fays  fhe,  you 
might  have  fpar’d  me  in  this  journey  to  Roan,  had  you 
offer’d  my  father  to  take  me  into  your  houfe;  and  to 
flay  in  it  till  fuch  time  as  he  had  completed  his  affairs. 
I might  have  liv’d  as  privately  there,  as  it  will  be  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  do  in  Roan,  and  then  we  would  have  em- 
bark’d together  for  England.  Tho’  this  thought  was 
not  new  to  me ; and  I had  even  rejected  it,  when  it  oc- 
cur’d  to  me  before  our  fetting  .out,  becaufe  I was  of  o- 
pinion,  that  (he  would  beas  foondifcover’d  at  my  houfe 
as  at  her  father’s  ; it  yet  appear’d  to  me  in  a quite  dif- 
ferent light,  now  fhe  herfelf  propos’d  it.  I revolv’d  this 
thought  again  in  my  mind ; and  tho’  I could  not  perfuade 
myfelf  that  fhe  would  be  faferwithme;  I yet  imagin’d 
that  the  little  tenement  which  flood  in  the  midft  of  my 
park,  would  be  a very  fecure  afylum.  I can’t  pretend 
to  fay  th  wifdom  fuggefted  this  reflexion ; no,  *tis 
certain  thu  love,  and  a ftrong  defire  of  being  for  ever 
near  my  amiable  Cecilia  infpir’d  me  on  this  occafion. 
Thefe,  after  having  prevail’d  fo  far  as  to  make  tnemfelves 
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be  heard,  were  Toon  powerful  enough  to  force  obedi- 
ence.  I told  mifs  Cecilia  my  thought,  and  it  pleas’d  her 
extremely.  How  unhappy  is  it,  lays  (he,  that  you  did 
not  think  of  it  before  !But  is  it  too  late  yet?  what  hin- 
ders us  from  going  back  ? my  father  will  be  overjoy’d 
to  have  me  fo  near  him ; and  then  I may  fee  him  every 
day.  No  perfons,  but  fuch  as  you  think  proper,  may 
know  any  thing  of  the  affair.  She  added  a great  many 
other  particulars  which  I did  not  liften  to,  fo  much  I was 
delighted  with  this  unexpected  overture.  I found  fome- 
thingfo  foft,  fo  fweec  in  this,  that  I wasfurpriz’d  1 had 
not  reflected  fully  on  it  before.  All  the  impulfes  of  my 
heart  prompted  me  to  put  this  in  execution  at  once.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  when  I was  about  fixing  my  felf  in  this  re- 
folution,  I felt  my  felf  fiopt,  as  it  were,  by  a kind  of 
fear,  the  caufe  of  which  I could  not  difcover,  and  ’twas 
this  involv’d  me  fo  much  in  thought.  In  the  mean  while 
our  coach  went  a great  fpeed.  Mifs  Cecilia  obferving 
that  I was  fix’d  in  meditation,  took  notice,  that  it  would 
be  needlefs  to  go  any  farther,  in  cafe  what  I had  propos’d 
could  be  put  in  execution.  I did  not  know  whatanfwer 
to  make ; and  without  being  able  to  guefs  what  it  was 
that  made  me  fo  irrefolute,  I ftarted  fome  objections  to 
her  againft  my  own  inclinations.  She  argued  againft 
them  i and  reflecting  in  how  melancholy  a manner  (he 
would  pafs  her  time  in  Roan , as  the  perfons  fhe  was  gc»- 
ing  to  were  wholly  ftrangers  to  her  ; fhe  complain’d* 
that,  not  to  mention  that  the  love  I profefs’d  to  have 
for  her,  ought  to  make  her  company  dear  to  me  ; 
I difcover’d  but  very  little  affeCtion,  in  being  thus 
in  doubt  whether  I fhould  grant  what  fhe  requeued 
of  me. 

I yielded  to  her  defires,  or  rather  to  my  blind  inclina- 
tion ; and  thereupon  I bid  the  coachman  turn  back,  and 
carry  us  to  the  private  door  which  belong’d  to  my  park, 
through  which  we  could  eafily  get  to  the  folitary  tene- 
ment unperceiv’d.  I was  overjoy’d  that  we  were  re- 
turn’d back  i and  telling  mifs  Cecilia  the  pleafure  that  it 
gave  me,  fhe  aflur’d  me  that  it  gave  her  no  lefs  fatisfaCti- 
on.  Neverthelefs,  fomething  whifper’d  to  me  every 
now  and  then,  that  I had  taken  a wrong  ftep  * but  I flat- 
ter’d my  felf,  in  order  to  footh  the  uneafinefs  this  fill’d 
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me  with,  that  it  proceeded  only  from  the  danger  to 
which  mifs  Cecilia  would  be  expos’d  ; what  precautions 
ioever  I might  take,  to  keep  this  matter  a fecret.  I 
therefore refolv’d  not  to  let  anyone  in  the  world  know 
where  fire  was  except  her  father } and  confcquently  not 
to  let  fo  much  as  my  lifter  or  niece  know  any  thing  of 
the  matter.  And  the  better  to  impofeupon  thofe,  who 
perhaps  might  hear  that  I had  gone  out  of  my  houfe,  the 
very  night  that  mifs  Cecilia  had  been  carried  off,  as  would 
be  fuppos’d  j I refolv’d  alfo  to  fend  my  equipage  to  Pa- 
ris, as  foonas  we  ftiould  alight  at  the  park  door,  and  or- 
der the  coachman  not  to  return  till  the  next  evening.  By 
this  means,  fays  1 ; tho’  the  world  fhould  fufpeft  that 
I carried  you  off,  yet  ’twill  never  be  thought  that  I have 
hid  you  in  my  houfe.  Having  thus  laid  down  my  fcheme, 
ftie  approv’devery  part  of  it. 

I cannot  fay,  whether  among  my  various  readers,  any 
of  them  will  be  able  to  guefs  the  fecret  motives  which 
prompted  me  to  a£t  in  this  manner  } and  to  difeover 
what  I mylelf  was  then  ignorant  of}  or  at  leaft,  what 
a blind  and  fatal  paftion  prevented  my  perceiving.  I have 
fince  difeover’d  it  j but  the  confufion  it  then  fill’d  me 
with,  lefien’d  perhaps  the  merits  of  my  repentance}  but 
I find  my  felf  inclin’d  to  confefs  it  in  this  place,  out  of 
a kind  of  juftice,  'which  obliges  me  to  look  upon  this 
confeffion  as  a chaftifement.  Wifdom,  virtue,  ftudy, 
alas!  how  faintly  do  you  defend againft  the moft  fliame- 
ful  attacks,  a heart  which  abandons  itfelf  to  no  other 
conduct  but  its  own,  and  which  takes  no  care  to  curb 
its  defires  ? My  fecret  view  in  all  the  myfterious  precau- 
tions which  I us’d,  in  order  to  conceal  mifs  Cecilia  } that 
criminal  view  which,  blinded  by  love,  I could  not  fee} 
was  only  to  lecure  my  felf  the  pleafure  of  enjoying  her 
company  alone  j and  perhaps  to  take  advantage  of  her 
frailty,  by  making  her  confent  to  my  guilty  wifhes. 
However,  I my  felf  was  far  from  difeovering  this}  ’twill 
even  bq  found,  in  cafe  this  matter  is  attended  to,  that 
prudence  ought  to  have  fuggefted  quite  different  mea- 
fures,  had  I laid  afnare  for  mifs  Cecilia's  innocence}  for 
what  probability  was  there,  that  I could  be  long  able  to 
hidefuch  an  attempt,  not  only  from  my  own  family,  but 
even  from  Mr.  R — and  his  lady.  I was  now  bringing 
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his  daughter  juft  under  his  eye  j but  this  circumftance  on- 
ly ferves  to  ftiew,  how  far  the  paflions  are  apt  to  blind 
a man.  My  heart  had  a fecret  tendency  tofatisfyall  its 
defires,  neverthelefs,  ftopt,  and  terrified  as  it  were,  by 
fome  little  remains  of  virtue  and  honour  $ it  would  have 
difown’d  this  guilty  intention,  had  I enquir’d  into  the 
caufe  of  its  fenfations  j and  being  in  this  doubtful,  this 
dark  difpofition  of  mind,  it  fo  happen’d,  that  I was  not 
capable  of  taking,  either  fuch  meafures  as  were  conforma- 
ble to  the  dictates  of  wifdom,  or  fuch  as  were  of  a cri- 
minal nature. 

Being  now  got  to  the  park  door,  I bid  the  coachman 
drive  away  immediately  for  Paris  j and  as  I intended  to 
return  home  in  my  own  coach,  and  ftopt  at  the  gate 
where  I commonly  alighted,  I bid  my  coachman,  as 
foon  as  he  was  return’d  from  Paris , to  wait  for  me  in  a 
lone  place,  whither  I propos’d  to  walk  on  foot.  I kept 
none  but  Bring  to  attend  upon  me ; and  bid  him  to  go  be- 
fore to  the  little  hovel  in  the  park,  and  to  get  a light. 
•Tis  certain  that  had  my  defires  been  innocent,  I ought 
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our  arrival,  and  that  we  had  chang’d  our  refolutions. 
But  this  did  not  fo  much  as  once  occur  to  me,  when  I 
gotto  the  park.  ’Twasftill  very  dark.  Asmyfervants 
were  fet  out  with  the  coach,  and  Bring  was  gone  to- 
wards the  houfe,  I now  found  my  felf  alone  with  the 
dear  objeft  of  my  affe&ions.  Nothing  could  better 
difcover  the  fondnefs  fhe  had  for  me,  and  that  fhe  was 
perfuaded  I lov’d  her  tenderly  $ then  the  fatisfa&ion  (he 
leem’d  to  tafte,  now  fhe  was  walking  by  my  fide,  and 
leaning  on  my  arm.  I employ’d  every  paftionate  ex- 
prefiion  which  love  fuggefts,  and  fhe  feem’d  to  liften  to 
me  with  the  greateft  pleafure.  We  were  now  arriv’d 
at  the  little  tenement,  where  Bring  had  prepar’d  every 
thing  necefiary.  Altho’  we  had  not  many  eatabies  ir,  this 
hovel,  we  neverthelefs  had  fufficient  to  ma*ce  a liule 
collation,  which  was  prepar’d  in  an  inftant.  This  fays 
I to  the  lovely  Cecilia , is  the  afylum  you  have  cholen  ; 
were  I fovereign  of  the  univerfe,  you  fhould  foon  be  as 
much  miftrefs  of  it,  as  you  are  now  of  this  littie  apart- 
ment ; and  you  know  a place,  pointing  to  my  heart, 
where  you  enjoy  a more  abfolute  fway . To  fay  the  truth. 
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I was  almofl  inchanted  at  feeing  her  face.  The  little 
hurry  of  the  walk,  and  the  adventures  of  the  night,  dif- 
fus’d fo  much  beauty  over  her  whole  perfon,  that  I was 
as  much  fill’d  with  admiration  as  with  love.  She  per- 
ceiv’d with  great  pleafure,  the  effe&  which  her  charms 
had  upon  me  5 and  her  eyes  declar’d  {he  was  tender,  as 
much  as  mine  (in  their  dumb  language)  told  her  that  (he 
was  charm'ng.  As  the  night  was  very  far  advanc’d,  I 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  fend  back  Tyring , in  order 
that  no  body  might  fee  him,  when  he  fhould  go  out  of  the 
park  on  horfeback.  As  he  had  come  out  of  the  houfe 
alone,  he  m’ght  go  back  to  it,  and  appear  in  it,  tho’  I 
didn’t.  I bid  him  be  furc  to  make  as  if  he  did  not  know, 
whether  I were  at  Varis  or  in  St.  Cloud ; and  I order’d  him 
to  bring  to  the  little  hovel,  a little  after  day-light  appear’d, 
whatever  might  be  neceffary  to  mifs  Cecilia.  Upon  this 
he  withdrew,  and  left  me  alone  with  that  amiable  crea- 
ture. 

I again  repeat  j that  I had  not  thus  fent  away  my  fer- 
vants  one  after  another  upon  an  ill  defign,  which  had 
1 made  mewi(h  to  be  alone.  The  reader  fees  plainly,  that 
1 there  was  fome  teafon  for  their  going  away,  and  that 
hitherto  every  thing  had  been  conduced  very  naturally. 
Neverthelefs,  ’tis  but  too  true,  that  my  heart  flatter’d 
itfelf  with  fome  delightful  ideas,  in  proportion  as 
thofe  who  were  witnefles  of  all  I did,  went  away* 
\ Dring  was  no  fooner  got  out  of  the  room,  but  I im- 
mediately felt  the  moft  extraordinary  emotions.  Cecilia’s 
glances  meeting  mine,  made  my  blood  circulate  with  un- 
common rapidity . I caft  my  eyes  downwards,  and  con- 
tinued filent  for  fome  time,  as  tho’  1 had  been  imploy’d 
in  admiring  her  beautiful  hand.  But  in  reality,  I was  in 
fuch  confufion;  that  being  under  a kind  of  conftrainf,' 
and  not  having  ftrength  enough  to  look  up,  I did  not 
know  how  to  recover  my  felf,  but  by  rifing  from  ta- 
ble, and  taking  a few  turns  up  and  down  the  room. 
Mifs  Cecilia  was  filent,  and  feem’d  impatient  to  know, 
, in  what  manner  I would  open  the  converfaricn.  Iob- 
| ferv’d,  that  fire  fomecimes  directed  her  eyes  to  me, 
and  a moment  after  caft  them  downwards.  This  only 
’ heightned  my  perplexity.  My  heart  feem’d  ready  to  Lap 
j from  my  bofom.  I could,  with  extafy,  have  thrown 
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my  felf  at  her  feet,  but  did  not  dare  to  do  it  ; and  had 
fcarce  power  to  walk  up  to  her. 

However,  fearing  fhe  would  be  uneafy  to  fee  me  di- 
fturb’d  in  this  manner,  I at  laft  went  and  fat  down  by  her. 
She  then  turn’d  her  head  to  me,  and  putting  on  a forc’d 
imile;  ask’d  me,  in  a very  tender  manner,  whether  any 
thing  troubled  me  ? I then  could  not  forbear  taking  up 
one  of  her  hands  haftiiy.  Troubled  ! fays  I ; Gods  ! 
troubled,  now  I fee  you,  whom  I adore  ; and  have  the 
happinefs  to  inform  you  of  it,  and  the  fatisfa&ion  of  be- 
lieving that  you  will  liften  to  me  with  fome  pleafure  ! 
Could  it  be  poflible  for  me  to  forget  who  I am  now 
with,  and  whofe  lovely  hand  I now  hold  ? could  I for- 
get all  I wifh’d  for,  and  all  I have  obtain’d  ? for  furely, 
dear  Cecilia,  you  cannot  refufe  me  your  heart  : Is  it  not 
already  mine  ? In  cafe  I poffefs  it,  is  there  any  room  for 
me  to  be  either  unhappy  or  melancholy  ? I faid  a thou- 
fand  things  more,  with  the  fame  warmth  and  paffion; 
for  love  had  now  gain’d  an  abfolute  conqueft  over  my 
reafon. 

Sheliftned  to  what  I faid;  I read  in  her  countenance 
that  her  heart  overflow’d  with  tendernefs  and  joy ; and 
I tailed,  in  fome  meafure,  both  her  fatisfa&ion  and  my 
own.  In  fo  tender  a moment  as  this,  could  fhe  deny 
me  any  thing  ? our  wifhes  were  mutual  ; and  the  fug- 
geftions  of  honour  and  virtue,  were  not  attended  to  up- 
on this  occafion.  I kifs’d  her  lilly  hand  a thoufand  times, 
and  did  net  find  that  fhe  once  endeavour’d  to  draw  it 
from  me. — But  who  could  believe  it  ? ’twas  in  the  very 
inftant  that  her  innocence- and  mine  were  juft  expiring, 
as  it  were,  that  I perceiv’d  the  dangerous  precipice,  from 
which  I was  going  to  throw  myfelf ; and  I ftill  cannot 
fay,  whether  it  was  for  mine,  or  my  Cecilia's  fake,  that  it 
pleas’d  heaven  to  aflift  me;  by.  the  moft  unexpected  of  all 
miracles.  "" 

Mifs  Cicilia  was  tender  enough,  to  go  greater  lengths 
than  are  confident  with  modefty : but  then,  as  fhe  had 
receiv’d  a very  virtuous  education  ; and  that  ’twas  im- 
pofiible,  even  for  love  itfelf,  to  blot  out  thofe  imprefi- 
lions  in  an  inftant ; fhe  undoubtedly  was  oblig’d,  no  lefs 
than  my  felf,  to  impofe  upon  her  reafon  ; in  order  to 
jealm  the  remorfe  which  other  wife  would  caft  a damp 
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upon  her  pleafures.  She  was  fenfible,  that  as  we  are  a- 
lone,  love  might  prompt  us  to  go  farther  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  duty ; and  perhaps  fhe  herfelf  at  firft  refolvcd 
not  to  indulge  the  utmoft  of  our  wifhes.  Neverthc- 
lefs  fome  remains  of  modefty,  which  wanted  to  veil 
itfelf  with  fome  pretence,  oblig’d  her  to  draw  away  her 
hand  fuddenly  from  mine.  Heavens!  fays  fhe,  what  am 
I doing  ? and  how  is  it  poffible  for  me  to  be  fo  weak  ! 
will  you  promife,  at  leaft,  to  marry  me?  This  quefti- 
on,  altho’  fpoke  with  a tender  and  languifhing  air,  made 
me  fh udder  before  I had  thought  what  anfwer  to  give. 
I did  not  fay  a word  ; when  perceiving  the  perplexity  I 
was  in  : Good  lord  ! fays  fhe  with  a deep  figh,  can’t  you 
determine  ! My  confufion  was  fo  great,  that  not  being 
able  either  to  look  upon,  or  make  her  the  leaft  anfwer, 
I again  took  one  of  her  hands,  and  endeavour’d  to  hold 
it,  notwithftanding  her  ftruggles  to  get  it  from  me.  She 
at  laft  forced  it  away  ; and  finding  I did  not  fay  a word, 
tho’  fhe  had  again  put  the  fame  queftion  to  me,  fire  al  • 
fo  continued  filent. 

We  thus  remain’d  in  the  mod  odd  fituation  that  ever 
was  heard  of.  A thoufand  thoughts  occurr’dto  my  mind 
inaninftant,  and  with  fo  much  confufion,  that  I knew 
not  what  to  make  of  ’em.  I did  not  even  dare  to  lift 
up  my  eyes  to  mifs  Cecilia  ; and  to  let  her  read  therein, 
what  it  was  impoftible  forme  to  exprefs  in  words.  The 
charm  which  had  blinded  me,  fince  I had  receiv’d  her 
from  her  father’s  hands,  feem’d  now  to  break  away. 
Altho’  my  paftion  continued  as  ftrongas  ever,  I yet  found 
my  defiresdie  away.  Honour  and  refpedt  began  now  to 
re-afliime  their  former  empire  ; and  as  this  change  re- 
ftor’d  my  reafon,  I was  feiz’d  with  the  utmoft  terror,  the 
moment  I reflected  on  what  had  pafs’d  between  us. 
’Twas  then,  that  refle&ing  much  lefs  on  the  reafons  I 
had  to  rely  on  mils  Cecilia's  tendernefs,  than  the  dread  I 
was  under  of  her  hating  me  henceforwards ; T ventured 
to  turn  my  eyes  towards  her,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  dis- 
cover how  flie  might  beaffedted.  She  feem’d  to  be  over- 
whelm’d with  melancholy  , and  altho’  her  eyes  were 
fhut,  and  her  head  leaning  backwards  on  the  chair,  I yet 
fancied  I faw  fome  tears  fteal  down  her  cheeks.  This 
fight  ftruck  me  to  the  foul,  and  in  my  firft  emotions  I 
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was  going  to  throw  my  feif  at  her  feet.  I know  not 
what  turn  love  might  have  given  to  my  expreflions ; but 
the  fad  Cecilia  prevented  my  words.  Alas  1 fays  fhe, 
turning  her  head  from  me,  in  order  to  avoid  my  glan- 
ces ; leave  me,  1 cannot  liften  to  you  any  longer,  for 
you  have  deceiv’d  me;  I am  a vile  creature,  and  ought  to 

die  with  fhame  and  confufion.  This  reproach 

flung  me  to  the  foul.  I fwore  to  her  by  whatever  was  fa- 
cred,  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  warmth  and  fincerity 
of  my  affe&ions ; and  wifh’d  heaven  might  make  an 
example  of  me,  in  cafe  lever  intended  to  impofe up- 
on her.  Thefe  proteftations  feem’d  to  calm  her  unea- 
finefs,  and  thereupon  (he  ask’d  me,  in  the  moft  tender 
tone  of  voice,  why  I refus’d  to  marry  her,  and  whe- 
ther I had  any  other  defign  when  I declar'd  that  I lov’d 
her  ? She  told  me,  that  her  father  having  long  obferv’d 
that  I had  an  inclination  for  her,  was  perfuaded  that  I 
would  ask  his  confent  to  marry  ; that  he  firmly  expec- 
ted it,  the  jefuit  having  aflur’d  ’em  this  over  and  over ; 
that  ’twas  this  fuppofition,  as  much  as  the  perfuafion  he 
entertain’d  of  my  honour  and  integrity,  had  prompted  him 
totrufther  in  my  hands;  that  he  had  order’d  her  before 
we  fet  out,  to  conuder  me  as  a man  who  might  one  day 
be  her  husband,  and  therefore  that  I fhould  behave  my  felf 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  might  increafe  the  affe&ion  I had 
for  her ; that  fhe  acknowledged,  fhe  had  not  made  a pro- 
per ufe  of  his  advice;  that  having  been  fo  filly  as  to  be- 
lieve I lov’d  her  to  excefs,  fhe  had  alfo  been  fo  weak  as 
to  difeover  the  affedlion  fhe  had  for  me ; and  that  fhe  had 
gone  greater  lengths  than  modefly  allows,  in  giving  me 
fuch  evident  marks  of  the  tender  affection  fhe  had  for  me : 
but,  that  after  fhe  had  heard  the  jefuit  and  her  father  fpeak 
fo  many  things  to  my  advantage,  and  after  having  fo 
longftudied  my  heart,  and  perfuaded  herfelf  that  I was  a 
man  of  the  ftri&eft  honour ; fhe  never  could  have  thought, 
that  l would  ever  have  look’d  upon  this  indulgence  fhe 
had  fhewn  me  as  a crime  ; and  for  having  been  fo  fimple, 
as  not  to  difguife  her  heart.  She  added,  at  the  fame  time, 
letting  fall  fome  tears,  that  tho’  fhe  was  fo  young,  fhe 
yet  had  too  much  fenfe  not  to  fee  through  all  my  arti- 
fices, and  that  I muft  neceflarily  be  the  moft  worthlefs 
wretch  breathing  if  I ever  entertain’d  any  dilhoneft  views 
when  I addrefs’d  her.  This 
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This  difcourfe,  which  (he  utter’d  with  all  the  grace 
imaginable ; and  what  affe&ed  me  ftill  more,  with  fuch  an 
ingenuous  air;  as  plainly  difcover’d  that  what  (he  had  now 
{poke,  flow’d  infinitely  more  from  the  greatnefs  of  her 
fenfe,  than  from  experience  and  cunning ; this,  I fay, 
made  fuch  an  imprellion  upon  me  as  words  could  never 
defcribe.  Whether  it  were  the  dread  I was  under  of  be- 
ing for  ever  excluded  the  pofleflion  of  fo  inchanting  a 
creature or  the  confufion  with  which  I was  feiz’d,  to 
confider  that  I had,  in  reality,  deceiv’d  her,  by  the  falfe 
idea  I had  made  her  entertain  concerning  my  intentions  j 
whether  it  were  reafon  or  tranfport,  I could  not  forbear 
making  the  only  confeflion,  by  which  it  would  be  poffible 
for  me  to  juftily  myfelf.  However,  I did  this  by  around 
about  way.  Charming  mifs  Cecilia,  fays  I,  throwing 
myfelf  at  her  feet,  heaven  is  witnefs,  that  no  man  ever 
lov’d  more  fincerely  than  I do.  My  heart  is  full  of  you ; 
and  I love  you  more  dearly  than  ever  man  lov’d.  Oh  ! 
that  it  werepoflible  for  you  to  fee  into  the  jhmoft  receffes 
of  it  1 lovely  Cecilia , you’d  then  find  that  your  image  is 
deeply  engrav’d  in  it  1 No,  no,  it  cannot  deceive  you.  It 
adores  you.  It  feels,  that  the  happinels  of  being  yours, 
is  the  fupreme  good : it  wou’d  make  me  chufe  to  be  your 
confort,  rather  than  to  be  the  greateft  monarch  upon 

earth She  interrupted  me ; and  interpreting  thefe  lad 

words  in  a manner  agreeable  to  her  wifhes,  (he  faid  to 
me,  (holding  out  her  hand  with  a tender  fmile,  which 
feem’d  to  (hew  that  (he  was  already  confoled)  how  cruel 
you  were,  to  keep  me  fo  long  in  fufpence,  and  not  ex- 
plain yourfelf  fooner  f This  anfwer  confounded  me  ftill 
more ; and  thereupon  I refus’d  her  my  hand,  and  interrupt- 
ing her ; hate  me,  fays  I,  look  upon  me  with  horror. 

• —Or  rather  pity  my  unhappy  fate.  Alas  1 deareft 

Cecilia , ’tis  impoflible  for  me  ever  to  be  yours  j I am 
married. 

This  declaration  threw  her  into  an  aftonifhmenf,  which 
can  be  much  better  felt  than  defer ib’d  (he  feem’d  ready 
to  faint  away  in  my  arms.  She  fix’d  her  eyes  upon  me 
for  fome  time  with  an  air  of  the  wildeft  diftra&ion  ; and 
tho’  I confider’d  them  attentively,  I yet  cou’d  notread 
her  thoughts  in  them.  At  laft,  fhe  recover’d  herfelf, 
when  (he  burft  into  a flood  of  tears,  and  vented  the  moft 
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moving  com  plaints.  She  did  not  once  mention  me,  but 
feem’d  to  forget  that  I was  on  my  knees  before  her ; when 
her  grief  being  now  pointed  againft  her  own  perfon,  fhe 
reproach’d  herfelf  bitterly  with  her  imprudent  condudh 
I am  loft,  fays  fhe,  over  and  over  ; I am  difhonour’d  to 
all  intents  and  purpofes.  Here  her  fighs  and  tears  flopp’d 
her  words  for  a moment,  after  which  (he  again  broke  into 
the  moft  mournful  exclamations,  that  fhe  was  a wretched 
creature  j wou’d  now  be  the  fcandal  of  her  family,  and 
the  fport  of  all  who  knew  her. 

As  I had  own’d  my  marriage  to  her,  inadvertently ; 
and  was  myfelf  prodigioufly  troubled,  I did  not  know 
what  to  do,  in  order  -to  calm  her  diftra&ed  imagination. 
I did  not,  indeed,  think  that  fhe  would  have  afflidted  her- 
felf in  this  manner;  but  rather,  that  (he  would  have 
pointed  allher  refentmentagainft  me,  and  not  herfelf.  I 
look’d  upon  her  with  an  air  of  fb  much  confternation,  as 
wou’d  have  fufficiently  juftify’d  me,  had  fhe  been  capable 
of  attending  to  any  thing.  However,  fhe  ftill  continued 
to  turn  her  eyes  from  me,  whatever  might  be  the  reafon 
of  it.  But  now  I had  refolution  enough  to  fpeak,  when 
I protcfted  that  her  complaints  were  altogether  ground- 
less j and  that  nothing  which  had  now  happened  ought  to 
give  her  the  leaft  pain,  her  honour  being  as  uninjur’d  as 
ever.  She  wou’d  not  give  me  time  to  conclude  what  I 
was  faying,  but  riling  from  her  feat  on  a fudden,  fhe  ran 
from  me  with  a kind  of  horror,  calling  me,  at  the  fame 
time,  by  the  moft  opprobrious  names. 

This  fudden  transport,  plainly  fhewing  that  fhe  was 
highly  exafperated,  1 was  afraid  fhe  would  run  out  of  the 
room  in  fpight  of  me ; and  that  fhe  very  likely  would  be 
feen  by  fome  of  my  fervants,  as  fhe  was  roving  about  the 
park;  for  it  was  now  very  near  day-break.  It  would 
have  been  a mortal  pain  to  me,  had  fuch  an  affair  as  this 
been  difcover’d  ; and  it  affefted  my  honour  no  lefs  than 
it  did  hers.  This  reflediion  made  me  run  to  the  door,  and 
lock  it;  when  having  done  this,  I walk’d  up  to  her,  and 
altho’  fhe  endeavour’d  to  hide  her  face,  I neverthelefs  took 
a chair,  and  fat  down  by  her.  Her  tears  were  ftill  ftream- 
ing,  and  this  was  fucceeded  by  fo  deep  a filence,  that  I 
was  afraid  fomething  fatal  had  happened  to  her,  after  hav- 
ing feen  her  in  thefe  violent  agitations.  Neverthelefs,  af- 
ter 
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ter  1 had  conjur’d  her  in  the  moft  refpe&ful  terms,  to  al- 
low me  a moment’s  hearing,  {he,  at  laft,  confcnted  to 
liften  to  me.  I began,  by  alluring  her  that  her  honour 
was  as  unblemifh’d  as  ever.  I prov’d  to  her  that  wc 
might  very  eafily  execute  the  plan  which  we  had  concert- 
ed while  we  were  in  the  coach.  The  moment  that 
Bring  is  return’d,  we  may,  fays  1,  acquaint  your  father 
with  your  being  here,  and  your  reputation  cannot  fuffer 
in  the  leaft,  after  ’tis  known  that  he  had  confentcd  to 
your  being  in  my  houfe.  Moreover,  fays  I,  I don’t  in- 
tend he  fhall  know  that  I have  fpent  part  of  the  night- 
alone  with  you.  I,  at  firft,  did  not  intend  to  let  my  fifter 
and  niece  know  of  your  being  fo  near  them  ; but  I have 
now  chang’d  my  resolution,  and  I’ll  delire  ’em  to  come 
to  us,  before  I fend  for  your  father.  In  cafe  he  fhould 
come  to  fee  you  this  morning,  he’ll  find  you  in  their 
company ; and  neither  he,  or  any  other  perfon  will  have 
the  leaft  fufpicion  of  what  has  pafs’d  between  us  here. 
You  therefore,  faysl,  with  adeep  ftgh,  have  reafon  to  be 
eafy.  Alas!  mifs  Cecilia,  you  ought  to  be  fo,  for  your 
honour  will  b©  no  ways  expos’d  on  this  occafion.  You 
may  likewife  depend  upon  having  another  advantage  here, 
which  you  feem  to  have  no  lefs  at  heart •-  and  that  is,  the 
being  deliver’d  from  my  prefence,  which  is  on  a fudden 
become  fo  odious,  that  you  thought  me  worthy  of  the- 
moft  injurious  appellations.  Heaven,  who  knows  the 
redtitudeof  my  foul,  is  confcious  that  I did  not  deferve 
them  : the  name  indeed,  which  I juftly  merit,  is,  that  of 
the  moft  unhappy  wretch  breathing ; but  you  have  not 
thought  fit  to  make  a dift indtion  between  ill- fortune  and 
guilt. 

I held  my  peace,  after  having  fpoke  thefe  words  with 
a moft  fad  and  mournful  tone,  and  waited  to  hear  what 
anfwer  fhe’d  make  to  them  5 however  fhe  only  vented  a 
few  fighs.  I then  obferv’d  that  fhe  open’d  her  eyes  twice  or 
thrice  to  look  at  me,  but  fhut  them  a moment  after.  Her 
filence  was  a thoufand  times  more  grievous  than  the  moft- 
injurious  expreffions  cou’d  poflibly  have  been.  I then 
gaz’d  upon  her  with  fo  much  attention,  that  my  heart 
was  again  fenfible  to  its  former  ardours  ; and  the  freedom: 
which  my  reafon  had  acquir’d  a moment  before,  was  im- 
mediately deftroy’d.  Grief  and  tears,  fo  far  from  leflen- 
K-  S irlg 
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ing  her  charms,  feem’d,  on  the  contrary,  to  heighten  the 
luftre  of  ’em.  I feem’d  to  melt  away  as  I gaz’d  upon 
her ; and  my  pafiion,  which  was  enflam’d  by  the  feveral' 
incidents  of  the  night,  to  a furprizing  degree,  appear’d 
now  to  have  broke  all  limits  * and  an  involuntary  trans- 
port forced  me  to  cry  out,  Gods  I muft  I be  hated  by  Ce- 
cilia ! Is  it  poflible  that  the  ftrongeft  proof  I could  give 
her  of  my  efteem  and  love  fhou’d  draw  down  her  hatred 
upon  me  ? This  fhort  exclamation  feem’d  to  make  a 
flronger  impreffion  on  her,  than  a long  difeourfe  had 
done.  She  turn’d  about  haftily  towards  me ; and  whe- 
ther it  were  that  what  (he  was  going  to  fay  was  preme- 
ditated } or  that  Ihe  had  been  rous’d,  as  it  were,  by  the 
few  words  abovementioned  which  had  efcap’d  me ; (he 
deliver’d  herfelf  in  fuch  terms,  as  gave  me  a much  higher 
efteem  than  I had  ever  entertain’d  of  her  humanity  and 
underftanding.  This,  fays  fhe,  is  a very  obfeure  excla- 
mation, which  raifes  my  curiolity  to  a very  great  degree, 
and  heightens  the  confufion  I was  in  with  regard  to  you, 
the  moment  that  it  broke  from  you.  I recollected,  fir, 
your  whole  conduCt,  from  the  time  you  difeover’d  a 
friendfhip  for  my  father,  and  have  compar’d  it  with  the 
circumftances  which  have  happen’d  this  night.  Methinks 
I perceive  a ftrange  contradiction  between  your  perfon 
and  your  behaviour  * and  I wifh  you  could  affift  me  in  re- 
concilingthem.  I won’t  conceal,  fays  ibe,  with  an  ap- 
parent air  of  tranquility,  that  my  refolution  is  fix’d  with 
regard  to  you . In  cafe  it  be  true,  that  you  had  a defign  to 
impofe  upon  my  father,  by  a fpecious  appearance  of  ho- 
nour and  integrity ; and  upon  me  by  a feign’d  fincerity  and 
honour  I fhall  confider  you  not  only  as  a perfidious  and 
moft  wicked  wretch,  but  an  abominable  monfter,  whom 
we  ought  to  fly  from.  But  in  cafe  you  are  really  what 
we  thought  you,  how  will  you  yet  be  able  to  perfuade  us 
that  you  are  fo,  now  you  confefs  to  me  that  you  are  mar- 
ried ? when,  before  this,  you  employ’d  the  moft  facred 
oaths  and  proteftations,  to  perfuade  me  of  your  paflion, 
that  is  to  fay,  to  feduce  my  innocence,  and  make  me 
throw  up  all  pretenfions  to  modefty  ? Alas ! 1 will  confefs 
to  my  fhame,  that  I abandon’d  m yfelf  to  the  fuggeftions 
of  my  inclination,  and  thought  m yfelf  extremely  happy 
in  being  poffefs’d  of  fuch  a lover  as  you.  Is  it  poffible  for 

you 
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you  to  be  a perfidious  wretch  ? you  have,  fays  (he, 
weeping  afrefli,  fb  tender,  fo  amiable  an  air.  Muft  I 
hate  you,  after  you  have  fo  long  been  dear  to  me  ! Tell 
me  therefore,  what  I am  to  think  of  you  ; for  I cannot 
live,  in  cafe  you  intended  to  impofe  upon  me.  I was  go- 
ing to  anfwer  her,  when  (he  interrupted  me  by  faying, 
that  I muft  not  hope  to  impofe  upon  her  by  idle  ftories  } 
that  tho’  fhe  had  before  been  fo  fimple  as  to  flatter  herfclf 
that  (he  was  dear  to  me,  becaufe  fhe  then  had  no  reafon  to 
doubt  of  it  j fhe  yet  defied  me  to  impofe  upon  her  here- 
after ; and  that,  in  cafe  I (hould  employ  artifice,  ’twould 
only  ferve  to  encreafe  her  contempt  and  hatred. 

I was  inchanted  when  I gaz.’d  upon  her,  but  was  much 
more  fo  when  (he  fpoke.  I had  not,  till  now,  been  en- 
gag’d in  a ferious  converfation  with  her,  and  therefore 
nad  not  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  great  depth  of  her 
underftanding ; fo  that  this  unhappy  incident  ferv’d  only 
to  heighten  my  defpair,  as  it  reveal’d  a thoufand  charms 
which  till  then  I had  not  feen ; and  at  the  fame  time  be- 
reav’d  me  of  the  hopes  of  even  enjoying  the  innocent 
pleafure  of  admiring  them,  which  was  the  only  one  I had 
propos’d  to  myfelf  at  firft.  I faw  but  too  plainly,  that 
what  anfwer  foever  I might  make  to  thefequeftions,  it 
would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  juftify  myfelf  to  her  fatis- 
fa&ion ; and  on  the  other  fide,  I was  incapable  of  fearch- 
ing  for  evafions  to  impofe  upon  her;  and  was  fenfible,  . 
that  I could  never  juftify  myfelf  completely,  unlefs  it  had 
been  poflible  for  her  to  read  in  my  heart.  She  there 
would  have  feen,  that  in  cafe  fome  frailty  had  efcap’d  me, 

I yet  was  honeft  in  the  main ; and  fuch,  undoubtedly,  as 
fhe  defir’d  I fhould  be,  in  order  to  recover  her  efteem. 
Perhaps  fhe’d  have  difcover’d  this,  without  the  circum- 
ftance  abovemention’d,  had  fhe  confider’d  that  I had  re- 
veal’d my  marriage  to  her  of  my  own  accord;  and  at  a 
time  when  (he  might  fuppofe  I would  not  have  difclos’d 
it  to  her,  had  l really  been  fo  vile  a wretch  as  (he  ima- 
gin’d me  to  be.  I was  going  to  beg  her  to  weigh  this 
refle&ion,  when  I found  it  would  be  impoflible  for  me 
to  make  a more  folid  defence ; but  as  the  words  fhe  fpoke 
had  aflfedfed  me  prodigioufly,  and  that  I had  meditated 
for  fome  time  what  anfwer  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to 
make  (he  look’d  upon  my  lilence  as  a tacit  confeflion  of 

my 
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my  guilt,  and  was  perfuaded  that  her  reproaches  had  quite 
confounded  me.  Upon  this  (he  rofe  up,  when  I intreat- 
ed  her  to  flay  } but  fhe  frown’d  upon  me  with  the  utmoft 
indignation,  and  declar’d,  that  (he  would  never  have  any 
thing  to  fay  to  me  more,  nor  make  my  houfe  an  afylum ; 
and  be  afiur’d,  fays  (he,  that  I’ll  go  this  inftant,  and  ac- 
quaint my  father  what  a wretch  you  are. 

The  only  reafon  of  my  being  fo  circumflantial,  is,  to 
jfhew,  by  my  example,  to  what  fatal  excelfes  the  paffions 
may  carry  us.  I was  fo  (truck  to  fee  her  in  this  paflion, 
that  feeing  her  get  to  the  door,  and  myfelf  at  too  great  a 
diftance  from  her  to  keep  her  from  going  out}  I drew 
my  fword  infuch  a tranfport  as  is  inexprelfible  j and  torn 
to  pieces  (till  more  from  the  fear  of  lofing  her,  than  from 
the  fhamelhethreatnedto  bring  me  to,  I cried,  I would 
ftab  myfelf  to  the  heart,  in  cafe  (he  went  away  without 
hearing  what  I had  to  fay.  The  melancholy  tone  with 
which  I fpoke  thefe  words,  made  her  turn  her  head,  juft 
as  (he  was  going  to  unlock  the  door } when  the  pofture  I 
was  in  frighted  her  to  fuch  a degree,  that  (lie  continued 
motionlefs  forfome  moments.  Upon  this  I threw  myfelf 
at  her  feet  in  the  place  where  I flood,  and  ftretching  out 
my  arms  to  her } cruel  Cecilia  ! fays  I,  hear  me  for  a mo- 
.ment}  I conjure  you  toliften  to  me,  and  you  (hall  hear 
the  ftory  of  the  moft  unhappy  man  that  ever  liv’d.  I con- 
fefs  my  guilt,  and  don’t  pretend  to  juftify  myfelf,  but 
am  fure  you  will  not  deny  me  your  compaflion : Hear 
me  but  for  a moment,  for  I die  in  cafe  you  refufe  to 
do  it.  Cecilia  was  too  tender-hearted,  not  to  be  touch’d 
with  my  earned  entreaties}  and,  after  continuing  irre- 
folute  for  a moment,  Are  took  her  hand  from  the  lock, 
and  (at  down  on  a chair  that  flood  near  her.  You  wanted 
to  frighten  me,  fays  (he,  but  I ought  never  to  be  (o  upon 
your  account,  fince  you  have  employ’d  fuch  vile  artifices. 
But  let’s  hear  what  mighty  matters  you  have  to  tell  me. 
Hearing  this  I drew  nearer  to  her}  and  love,  which  had 
a moment  before  made  me  furious  and  ftupid,  now  made 
me  guilty  of  indifcretion,  by  prompting  me  to  reveal 
what  I had  refolved  never  to  difcover.  Alas  ! fays  I,  deign 
only  to  hear  me,  and  then  fee  whether  I deierve  your 
hatred  1 
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I began  by  acquainting  her  with  who  I was ; when  I 
related  part  of  the  fad  circumftances  of  my  infant  years. 
I afterwards  acquainted  her  with  moftofthe  melancholy- 
particulars  which  the  reader  has  already  heard,  'till  I came 
to  the  grievous  circumftances  of  my  wife’s  infidelity. 
Tho’  the  incidents  I related  had  been  of  a lefs  gloomy 
nature,  yet  the  air  and  manner  in  which  I defcrib’d  them, 
could  not  but  in  the  whole  be  vaftly  affedfing.  She  at 
firft  liftned  to  me  with  greater  curioftty  than  emotion ; 
but  I obferv’d  that  fhe  feem’d  to  melt,  in  proportion  as  I 
told  my  fad  tale,  and  would  every  now  and  then  change 
colour.  She  would  often  move  about  in  her  chair,  as 
tho’  fhe  fought  for  fome  new  pofture,  in  which  fhe 
might  liften  to  me  with  greater  fatisfa&ion.  I faw  by 
the  heaving  of  her  breaft  that  fhe  breath’d  fhort,  and  fomer 
times  a figh  fhould  fteal  from  her.  This  however  was 
nothing,  in  comparifon  of  what  fhe  feem’d  to  feel,  when 
I told  her  of  my  inward  agitations;  and  how  ftrongly  I 
had  combated  on  the  fide  of  virtue,  or  againft  grief.  Her 
eyes  wou’d  then  be  fix’d  upon  me ; the  various  emotions 
of  her  foul  were  painted  on  her  face,  infomuch  that  fhe 
feem’d  to  fuflfer  all  I related.  At  laft  I came  to  the  un- 
happy  part  of  my  advenrures,  which  muft  naturally  af- 
fect her  moft  I had  not  conceal’d  from  her  the  excellent 
qualities  which  my  wife  poftfefs’d,  nor  the  excefs  of  paA 
fion  with  which  I once  lov’d  her.  Thus  I confefs’d  to  her, 
that  I was  feiz’d  with  the  fharpeft  pangs  when  I loft  her. 
I reprefented  my  forrows  in  fucft  lively  colours,  that  I 
faw  the  tears  ftream  from  her  eyes;  and  tho’ fhe  endea- 
vour’d to  hide  them  from  me;by  wiping  them  as  they  fell, 
yet  others  would  immediately  gufh  from  her  eyes,  fo 
that  ’twas  impoftible  but  I muft  fee  ’em.  Having  con- 
cluded ; fuchr,  fays  I,  is  the  heart  you  have  accufed  of 
artifice  and  perfidy,  I believ’d  it  was  entirely  cur’d  of 
love,  and  become  a prey  for  ever,  to  grief,  But  as  it  is 
impoftible  for  it  to  ceafe  to  be  upright  and  fincere, 
neither  can  it  help  being  tender.  I faw  you,  lovely  Ce- 
cilia ; I drank  in  love  at  my  eyes ; and  was  inform’d  with 
a ftronger  paftion  than  ever  I felt  before.  Your  delightful 
prefence  banifh’d  all  my  forrows.  Delicious  paftion!  alas! 
that  alone  would  have  made  the  remainder  of  my  days 
happy,  for  my  defires  extended  no  farther.  I never  loft 
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fight  of  the  invincible  obftacle  which  ought  to  fupprefs 
them,  and  you  yourfelf  are  fenfible,  with  how  careful  an 
eye  I watch’d  over  ’em  for  fome  time ; but  is  it  furpri- 
fing  that  they  fhould  go  a little  beyond  due  bounds,  when 
I was  capable  of  adding  to  the  pleafure  of  adoring  you, 
that  of  having  a place  in  your  heart;  of  learning  it  from 
your  own  mouth,  and  or  receiving  a thoufand  tender  afi 
finances  of  it  ? Is  not  every  man,  when  he  is  raifed  to 
fiich  felicity  as  I rafted,  apt  to  fwerve  from  the  dictates  of 
wifdom.  Befidcs,  pleafe  to  recollect  whether  I have 
abufed  yourgoodnefs  fo  far,  as  to  deferve  the  opprobri- 
ous names  with  which  you  afperfed  me  ? Did  I not  at  once 
reveal  to  you  the  unhappy  ties,  which  kept  me  from  being , 
yours  ? Can  you  reproach  me  with  mifleading  you  into 
one  fingle  error.  No— I havepurfued  the  mod  rigid 
laws  of  virtue  and  honour : I have  put  fuch  a conftraint 
upon  myfelf,  as  merits  your  compaftion  and  efteem,  fo 
far  from  deferving  your  hatred. 

I had  fpent  almoft  an  hour,  in  relating  thefe  feveral  ad- 
ventures of  my  life.  The  agitation  I had  been  in  before, 
and  that  which  I felt,  during  this  long  and  paflionate  dif- 
courfe,  almoft  exhaufted  my  fpirits,  which  Mifs  Cecilia 
took  notice  of,  and  difcover’d  fome  uneafinefs  upon  that 
account.  This  was  the  fir  ft  mark  Ihe  gave,  that  a change 
was  wrought  in  her  difpofition.  She  advis’d  me  to  take 
fomething  to  chear  up  my  fpirits,  and  I follow’d  her  ad- 
vice. I then  came  up  to  her  again,  but  with  fo  fad,  fo 
defponding  an  air,  that  I had  not  perhaps  appear’d  more 
dej edited  in  my  greateft  misfortunes.  Altho’  I thought 
myfelf  infinitely  oblig’d  to  her,  for  this  teftimony  fhc 
gave  me  of  her  kind  uneafinels,  I yet  did  not  dare  to 
look  her  in  the  face.  I lay  trembling  and  fearful  at  the 
feet  of  a young  girl  of  fixteen,  as  tho’  I had  expected  from 
lier  mouth,  thedecifion  of  my  fate.  She  had  too  much 
penetration  not  to  difeover  by  my  air  and  countenance, 
that  I was  vaftly  uneafy  in  my  mind.  Nothing  is  fo 
eafily  difcover’d  as  the  indications  of  lincerity,  even  with-^ 
out  the  aid  of  experience.  She  was  already  reconcil’d  to 
me;  and  was  griev’d  to  find  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
us,  to  be  ever  join’d  in  the  bonds  of  iparriage.  However, 
(he  did  not  tell  me  this  herfelf,  but  only  aftfum’d  a more 
finooth  and  ferene  air,  and  began  to  difeourfeme  with 
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her  ufual  affability.  She  ask’d  me  feveral  queftions  with 
regard  to  my  wife;  what  was  the  caufe  of  her  incon- 
ftancy;  whither  fhe  was  withdrawn  to,  and  if  I ftill  had 
fome  regard  for  her  ? I anfwer’d  thefe  feveral  particulars 
with  the  utmoft  fincerity,  and  we  did  not  change  the  fub- 
jedl  of  our  difcourfe,  till  the  time  was  come  when  l had 
order’d  Bring  to  come  back  again. 

He  came,  when  fhe  herfelf  defir’d  him  to  whifper  to 
my  lifter  and  niece,  and  acquaint  them  that  we  were  in 
the  park,  and  waited  for  them  there  with  the  utmoft 
impatience.  She  had  ftri&Iy  enjoin’d  him,  not  to  let  a 

I foul  in  the  houfe  befides  know  any  thing  of  our  being  in 
the  tenement.  You’ll  come  back  to  us,  fays  file,  as  toon 
i as  you’ve  done  this,  and  then  I’ve  fomething  elfe  to  defire 
i of  you.  Bring  turn’d  about  to  me,  in  order  to  know  my 
commands,  but  finding  I did  not  give  him  any,  he  went 
i out  immediately,  in  order  to  execute  thofe  of  Mifs  Ceci- 
lia. He  might  juftly  be  furpriz/d,  that  I had  not  once 
open’d  my  lips  before  him.  One  would  have  thought, 
that  the  feveral  paft  circumftances,  had  given  Mifs  Ceci- 
lia fome  authority  over  me ; and  that  fhe  aiTum’d  the  air 
of  it,  as  much  as  I did  that  of  obedience  and  fubmifiion. 
I was  ftanding  up,  but  fhe  defir’d  me  to  befeated;  my 
hat  and  fword  being  on  the  ground,  fhe  bid  me  take  ’em 
up,  in  order  that  my  lifter  might  not  miftruft  any  thing. 
’Tistrue,  indeed,  that  (he  did  nocdifcover  the  leaft  pride 
or  haughtinefs,  in  thus  ordering  me  to  do  thefe  feveral 
particulars.  She  deliver’d  herfelf  as  a perfon  who  is  cer- 
tain fhe  is  lov’d;  who  ftill  loves,  but  is  afraid  of  owning 
it ; but  at  the  fame  time  wifhes  fhe  may  be  thought  to 
do  fo,  and  is  not  forry  to  have  it  perceived.  With  regard 
to  myfelf,  I obey’d  as  much  thro’  fhame,  if  I may  pre- 
fume to  exprefs  myfelf  in  this  manner,  as  from  love. 
My  being  a husband,  leften’d  me  to  fo  great  a degree  in 
my  own  imagination,  that  I thought  Mifs  Cecilia  might 
ufe  me  with  what  contempt  fhe  pleafed,  fince  fhe  ftill 
fuffer’d  me  to  be  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  a moment  of  her 
company.  I could  not  think  any  chains  which  fhe 
fhould  think  fit  to  put  on  me,  too  weighty.  Such  was 
the  excefs  of  my  weaknefs.  I was  the  fport  of  love,  and 
of  my  own  heart. 

My 
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My  lifter  and  niece  being  come,  they  were  vaftly  fur-' 
pric’d  when  they  heard  the  unhappy  circumftance 
which  had  obliged  Cecilia  to  conceal  herfelf  for  fome  time 
in  my  park.  They  promis’d  to  give  her  their  company 
all  day  long,  and  to  do  whatever  lay  in  their  power  to  di- 
vert her.  Weagreed,  that  in  order  to  conceal  this  matter 
from  the  fervants,  my  lifter  and  her  daughter  ftiould  pre- 
tend to  want  to  take  the  air  of  the  park  fometimes ; that 
they  fhouldliein  the  hovel,  and  get  a bed  carried  into  it, 
which  was  enough,  there  being  one  in  it  already. 
’T  would  beaneafy  matter  for  them  to  get  provifions  in- 
to it  without  occafioning  the  leaft  fufpicion.  Bring  and 
the  two  fervants  who  were  in  Paris  with  my  equipage, 
could  order  that  affair  very  well,  withoutany  other  affift-- 
ance;  and  I myfelf  had  fo  often  taken  my  meals  there, 
that  this  would  not  be  a new  thing.  Whatever  elle  could  • 
be  wanting,  might  be  fent  thither  with  as  little  difficulty. 
The  only  difficulty  would  be,  how  to  keep  this  affair 
from  Mrs.  Lallin  for  any  time ; for  it  would  be  impoflible- 
for  my  lifter  not  to  fee  her, whenever  lhe  ftiould  make  her 
a vifit.  We  therefore  concluded,  that  it  would  be  ablo- 
lutely  necelfary  to  let  her  into  the  fecret ; and  the  only  dif- 
ficulty I found  in  this,  was,  her  being  of  the  R omifl)  per- 
fualion;  and  confequently  that  lhe  might  fcruple  to  con- 
ceal a heretick ; however,  I was  perfuaded  fhe  had  too* 
much  good  fenfe  to  boggle  at  this ; and  belides,  I did  not 
lee  it  was  necelfary,  to  inform  her  of  the  real  caufe  why* 
Mifs  Cecilia  was  conceal’d.  Hereupon  we  relolv’d  to 
tell  her  only,  that  her  father  had  delir’d  fhe  might  be  con- 
ceal’d in  my  houfe,  for  fear  of  her  being  carried  off  by  a- 
lover.  Too  much  precaution  fometimes  ruins  an  affair. 
An  ingenuous  confeffion  would  have  had  a better  effedfc 
upon  a woman  of  Mrs.  Lallin? s character-,  than  evalion  and 
artifice;  this  would  have  engag’d  her,  in  honour,  to  fe- 
crecy  ; whereas,  not  being  upon  her  guard,  becaufe  no- 
thing of  privacy  had  been  enjoin’d  her,  fhe  did  more 
harm  thro’  imprudence,  to  Mifs  Cecilia , than  we  could 
poftibly  have  dreaded,  had  we  acquainted  her  with  the 
whole  affair. 

We  fent  for  her  immediately,  for  fear  left  a longer  de- 
lay ftiould  raife  fome  fufpicion  in  her  mind.  Being  come? 

we 
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we  inform’d  her  of  no  more  particulars  than  had  been 
agreed  upon  between  us.  Mils  Cecilia,  afterwards  fent 
luring  to  acquaint  her  father  that  fhe  was  nearer  him  than 
he  imagin’d.  We  thought  proper  not  to  lie  down  to 
take  a little  reft,  ’till  he  came  back.  But  this  I wanted 
more  than  any  one,  for  all  my  fenfes  were  ftill  in  very 
great  diforder.  Dring  came  back,  and  told  us,  that  Mr. 
R , according  to  what  was  agreed  upon  be- 

tween us,  gave  out  that  his  daughter  had  been  ftole,and 
that  he  pretended  to  fearch  for  her  every  where.  He 
added  that  he  approv’d  very  much  of  the  change  we 
had  made  in  our  defign  ; and  that  he’d  come  and  return 
me  thanks  in  perfon,  the  very  firft  opportunity,  for  the 
friendfhip  I had  fhewn  for  him  and  his  daughter.  Mils 
Cecilia  blufh’d  when  this  part  of  the  ftorycameto  be  re- 
lated, and  I was  more  dilconcerted  than  fhe.  By  good 
fortune,  I had  retir’d  to  one  end  of  the  room  with  her, 
m order  to  hear  the  anfwer  which  Dring  brought.  But 
furefeeing  that  hereafter  I fhould  feldom  have  the  hap- 
pinefsto  difcourfe  her  in  private,  her  blufhes  feem’d  to 
.raife  my  courage,  and  Ifpoke  to  her  with  greater  bold- 
:nefs  than  I did  an  hour  before.  Without  once  mention- 
ing the  word  love , I conjur’d  her  to  remember  that  ’twas 
in  her  power  to  make  me  either  happy  or  miferable,  and 
that  death  would  be  lefs  grievous  to  me  than  her  hate. 
The  tone  with  which  I fpoke  thefe  words,  was  as  melan- 
choly as  my  air  and  countenance.  MifsC^i/i^look’d  upon 
me  for  fome  moments  without  making  me  any  anfwer, 
as  tho’  (he  had  been  in  doubt  whether  fhe  fhould  indulge 
me  this  favour.  Neverthelefs,  I obferv’d  her  eyes  to 
look  milder  on  a fudden,  and  was  furpriz/d  to  fee  her 
ftoop  her  head  towards  me,  and  fay  j poor,  unfortunate 
man  ! I really  pity  you ! — - She  then,  after  paufing  a mo- 
ment, faid ; ) ’ll  tell  you  however ; in  cafe  you  really  love 
me,  you  may  ftill  be  happy.  Saying  thefe  words,  fhe 
left  me  and  went  to  the  ladies. 

I was  not  calm  and  unruffled  enough  to  appear  before 
them  ; for  my  anguifh  would  have  appear’d  in  my  coun- 
tenance, and  1 wanted  to  conceal  it  from  every  one.  Upon 
this  I went  out  of  the  room,  as  though  1 withdrew  pur- 
pofely  to  give  her  an  opportunity  of  taking  a little  reft  ; 
and  being  unwilling.to  he  feen  by  any  of  my  fervants,  fince 

my 
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my  fitter  Mrs.  lallin  knew  of  my  return,  I ttruck  into 
the  park,  with  adefigr.  of  indulging  myfelf  in  reflexion. 
Thofe  which  firftoccurr’d  did  not  relate  as  they  had  hi- 
therto done,  to  the  difeafes  of  my  heart,  or  the  diforder  j 
of  my  reafon.  Altho’  I could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  the 
gloomy  fituation  of  my  mind,  I neverthelefs  ftrove  to 
{both  it  as  much  aspottible,  I even  banifh’d  fuch  ideas 
from  it  with  a kind  of  fear.  Remorfe  and  (bame  feem’d  to 
wind  themfelves  round  me,  as  tho’  they  fought  to  en- 
ter my  foulj  and  I on  the  other  fide  feem’d  to  ftruggle 
perpetually  to  keep  them  back.  What  fiiall  I fay  ? I now 
fondled,  as  it  were,  my  evils  j and  was  grown  fo  blind, 
that  the  remedy  was  more  obnoxious  to  me  than  the 
poifon. 

What  therefore  now  employ’d  my  whole  foul,  was,  the 
obfcure  meaning  of  the  laft  words  which  rnifs  Cecilia, 
fpoke  to  me ; and  the  tender  marks  of  her  compaflion, 
which  (lie  beftow’d  upon  me  as  (be  went  away.  I en- 
deavour’d to  dive  into  the  meaning  of  thofe  words,  but 
could  not.  I did  not  doubt  but  file  ftill  had  fome  attention 
forme  j nay,  I wasfure  (he  had,  for  love  is  hardly  ever 
deceiv’d.  But  after  what  had  pafs’d  the.  night  before,  I 
did  not  find  the  leaft  room  to  hope  for  the  happinefs  with 
which  file  had  endeavour’d  to  infpire  me  : if  you  love 
me,  you  may  ftill  be  happy:  thefe  were  her  words!  a- 
las ! love  her,  how  faint  is  that  expreffion  LI  rather  adore 
her.  But  in  cafe  it  appear’d  manifeft  to  us  both  that  nei- 
ther of  us  ought  to  procure  happinefs,  at  the  expence  of 
virtue  and  honour}  how  will  it  be  potfible  for  her  to  re- 
concile thefe  jarring  particulars?  furely  no  way  can  be 
found } and  therefore  to  hope  it  would  be  a mere  illufion. 
In  cafe  I have  any  happinefs  to  expert  from  her,  it  can  be 
that  only  of  feeing  and  loving  her.  Let  this  be  the  li- 
mits. I did  not  propofe  any  other.  Alas!  fays  I,  I ought 
indeed  not  to  exceed  thofe  bounds,  but  do  I now  keep 
within  them?  and  if  I have  already  gone  too  far  beyond 
them,  will  it  now  be  an  eafy  matter  for  me  to  return  back 
to  them  ? — This  unhappy  night  had,  indeed,  wrought 
a furprizing  change  in  my  mind.  The  body  mutt  cer- 
tainly have  an  accountable  power  over  the  foul.  From  the 
moment  that  I touch’d  mifs  Cecilia1  s hands ; had  been  alone 
with  her  j had  intoxicated  myfelf,  as  it  were,  with  her; 
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■ breath,  and  that  her  glances  had  fhot  into  my  heart  j I felt 
a ftrangeuneafinefs  whenever  I wasabfent  from  her.  Me- 
: thought  fomething  whifper’d  to  me  every  moment,  that 
a moft  eflential  part  of  myfelf  was  wanting.  I was 
i carried  as  it  were,  towards  her,  by  fomething  ftronger 
; than  all  the  emotions  of  fy  mpathy,  and  as  powerful  as  en- 
chantment. The  bare  light  of  her,  therefore,  looth’d 
my  paflion,  but  in  a very  faint  manner . to  make  me  hap- 
py, it  was  neceflary  that  I firould  poflfefs  her,  whom  I 
look’d  upon  as  ray  only  treafure.  This  Icou’dn’c  now 
expeXj  and  confequently  love,  which  I flatter’d  myfelf 
would  form  my  felicity,  cou’d  hencerorwards  only  make 
me  wretched. 

After  thefe  ufeleh  reflexions  I took  a few  hours  fleep. 
In  the  evening  I went  to  St.  Cloud,  in  order  to  wifh  her 
highnefs  a good  journey,  who  was  to  fet  out  the  next  day 
with  the  king  and  the  whole  court.  His  majefty  pre- 
tended to  undertake  this  journey,  merely  to  take  a view 
of  the  frontier  cities  of  Flanders-,  but  ’twas  whifper’d, 
that  a deeper  defign  was  conceal’d  under  this j and  that  a 
refoluticn  had  been  already  taken,  to  make  war  againffc 
Holland.  ’Twas  of  great  importance  to  France,  to  get 
Great -Britain  on  it’s  fide ; or  at  leaft  that  it  firould  be  neu- 
ter, whilft  the  French  army  was  engag’d  againft  the  Butch. 
As  king  Charles  II.  had  a very  great  atfeXion  for  her  high- 
nefs, fhe  confequently  was  capable  of  being  highly  fer- 
viceable  on  this  occafion  , and  ’twas  known  a little  after, 
that  this  was  the  foie  reafon  why  Lewis  XIV.  infilled  lb 
much  upon  her  accompanying  him  to  Flanders.  She  had 
even  promis’d  king  Lewis,  that  file  would  go  over  into 
England,  purpofely  to  confer  with  her  royal  brother  upon 
that  account.  Without  explaining  the  projeX  that  was 
upon  the  anvil,  fire  hinted  to  me,  that  fire  wiftr’d  king 
Lewis  wou’d  give  her  leave  to  crofs  over  into  England,  and 
believ’d  he  would  indulge  her  defires  in  chat  particular. 
Her  highnefs  asked  me  after  this,  whether  I was  willing 
to  accompany  her  in  the  voyage  ? This  queflion  perplex’d 
me  a little.  I could  have  wifir’d  to  go  for  the  fake  of  my 
children,  as  it  could  be  fcarce  poffible  for  me  to  meet  with 
a more  favourable  opportunity,  to  remove  all  the  difficul- 
ties which  might  arife,  with  regard  to  the  eftate  that 
was  to  devolve  on  my  children;  but  then  the  reader  may 
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guefsthereafon,  why  I had  a ftrong  inclination  not  to 
leave  France.  Accordingly  I made  a few  random  ex- 
cufes  to  her  highnefs,  which  fhe  was  fo  good  as  to  al- 
low of. 

After  I was  come  from  the  dutchefs,  I paid  a vifit  ta 
Mr.  R~  — , whom  I found  at  home*,  but  was  very  forry 

to  find  the  jefuit,  who  was  come  to  confole  Mr.  R , 

uporvhearing  that  his  daughter  had  been  run  away  with. 
This  zealous  comforter,  who  was  fenfible  that  I had  fome 
affe&ion  for  mifs  Cecilia,  whifper’d  mein  the  ear,  and 
faid,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  I was  as  much  troubled  as- 
her  father  could  be ; and  that  he  intended  to  do  me  the  fame 
office,  as  he  was  then  indulging  that  gentleman.  Hear- 
ing him  fay  this,  I begg’d  him  to  delay  this,  at  leaft,  hill' 
another  day.  However,  he  was  fo  far  from  being  dif- 
courag’d,  at  my  delivering  thefe  words  with  fo  cold  air 
air  ; that  he  anfwer’d,  he  was  come  from  Far  is  purpofely 
tofpendthe  night  at  my  houfe;  and  that  he  had  perfuaded 
himfelf  I would  not  refufe  him  that  favour.  His  perfift- 
ing  in  this  manner,  made  me  very  angry : for  as  I had  no 
manner  of  inclination  to  murder  half  the  night  in  difcour- 
fing  with  him  j and  intending  to  go  and  vifit  mifs  Cecilia 
and  her  two  companions,  in  their  apartment  in  the  park ; 
I gave  him  to  underftand  by  proper  innuendo’s,  that  his 
vifit  would  not  be  at  all  grateful  to  me  that  day.  This  je- 
fuit was,  like  moft  of  his  brethren,  a very  fubtle  fellow ; 
fo  that  I don’t  doubt  but  he  partly  guefs’d  the  reafons  why 
I refus’d  to  receive  him ; and  that  this  made  him  machinate 
a moft  deteftable  pro)e&,  which  prov’d  poor  Cecilia's  ruin. 
Neverthelefs  he  affedled  to  treat  me  with  the  utmoft  civili- 
ty and  complaifance.  I then  took  my  leave,  and  left  him- 

at  Mr.  R - *s,  whom  I told  privately,  in  what 

manner  I had  difpos’d  of  his  daughter}  and  the  great 
care  I had  taken  to  prevent  people  from  knowing  where: 
fhe  was. 
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IS  P E N T fome  weeks  in  theuneafy  filiation  of  mind, 
which  I juft  now  reprefented.  I us’d  to'fee  mils  Ce - 
f/7/afeveral  times  a day,  orratherI  was  inccftantly  with 
her,  but  then  there  was  always  fomebody  with  us ; for  her 
three  companions  never  fuffer’d  her  to  be  alone,  and  her 
father  and  mother  came  fo  often  to  fee  her,  that  flie  very  . 
feldom  had  a minute  to  herfelf.  Tho’  the  opportunity  I 
had  of  feeing  and  converting  with  her  prevented  me 
from  being  engag’d  in  other  affairs ; becaufe  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  me  to  deprive  myfelf  voluntarily  of 
her  prefence;  I yet  was  not  more  eafy  upon  that  account. 
My  blind  defires  ftill  continued  to  exercife  their  tyranny  o- 
ver  my  heart  and  all  my  fenfes  ; and  her  prefence  muft  na- 
turally heighten  my  wifhes.  I was  perpetually  thinking 
onthemyfterious  words  by  which  fhehad  endeavour’d  to 
comfort  me  ; and  I waited,  with  an  impatient  fubmifiion, 
for  the  time  when  fhe  fhould  pleafe  to  let  me  into  their 
meaning.  I did  not  dare  to  gratify  my  curiofity  in  this 
particular  ; befides  I could  not  have  found  an  opportunity 
to  do  this,  as  we  were  never  together  alone  j and  then  I 
did  not  prefume  to  communicate  my  thoughts  in  writing 
for  fear  of  difpleafingher.  There  wasbut  one  reflexion 
only,  which  was  fometimes  capable  of  foothing  my  an- 
guifh.  1 confider’d  that  as  flie  difcover’d  fo  much  com- 
plaifance  and  good  nature  to  me  upon  all  occafions,  I con- 
sequently muft  ft  ill  have  fome  fliare  in  her  affe&ion.  Now, 
would  I fay  to  myfelf,  in  cafe  Hie  loves  me,  I confiequent- 
ly  muft  be  prefent  to  her  mind;  fhe  muft  ftill  pity  me, 
and  wifhme  happy;  and  in  cafe  it  depends  on  her  to  make 
me  fo,  file’ll  do  all  that  lies  in  her  power  to  create  it.  I 
therefore  muft  leave  the  care  of  this  to  her,  and  muft  w3it 
til!  flie  acquaints  me  how  it  can  be  obtain  d.  This,  certain- 
ly, was  not  a juft  way  of  arguing,  and  was  the  effect  of 
fear  rather  than  of  love;  for  I ought  to  have  confider’d, 
that  a young  lady  of  Cecilia's  good  lenfe,  had  indulg’d  me 
a very  great  favour,  in  permitting  me  to  entertain  the  leafi: 
hopes,  after  knowing  that  I was  married.  But  to  confefs 
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the  truth,  which  poflibly  may  recover  me  the  efteem  of 
my  readers,  fome  .emains  of  honour  and  virtue  were 
added  to  my  fears.  Uncertain  with  regard  to  the  meaning 
©f  the  offers  which  Cecilia  had  made  me ; and  not  being 
able  to  explain  them,  with  the  leaftfhadow  of  reafon,  I 
trembled  when  it  occurred  to  me,  that  they,  perhaps, 
might  not  be  agreeable  to  the  diXates  of  modefty.  The 
experience  I had  during  the  firffc  night,  had  taught  me 
both  her  weaknefs  and  my  own;  for  altho’  (he  had 
come  off  viXorious  in  that  dangerous  kind  of  combat ; 
’tis  neverthelefs  certain,  that  her  virtue  had  been  put  to 
the  greateft  trial.  It  might  again  be  expos’d  to  the  like 
danger;  poffibly  I myfelf  might  wifh  it  to  be  fb;  but 
this  defire  was  a monftcr  that  did  not  dare  to  appear  $ 
which  conceal’d  itfelf  in  the  moft  retir’d  recedes  of  my 
heart;  and  which  my  reafon  would  have  been  able  to 
ftifle  had  it  fpoke  loud  enough  to  make  itfelf  be  heard. 
From  thefe  feveral  reflexions  it  maybe  concluded,  that 
I was  not  altogether  criminal,  but  vaftly  unhappy.  How- 
ever, I was  upon  the  point  of  being  infinitely  more  fo. 
The  reader  may  prepare  himfelf  to  hear  a new  fcene  of 
misfortunes. 

Cecilia , in  giving  me  the  obfcure  hopes  which  had 
-thrown  me  into  fuch  perplexity,  had  advanc’d  nothing 
but  what  fhe  thought  it  in  her  power  to  perform.  But 
fhe  wanted  my  affiftance  for  this  purpofe,  and  was  fur- 
priz’d  to  fee  me  fo  backward  in  offering  it,  after  fhe  had 
explain’d  herfelf  fo  far.  In  the  time,  therefore,  when 
fearfulnefs  or  duty  forc’d  me  to  filence  ; fhe  wifh’d  for 
nothing  fo  earneftly,as  to  hear  me  ask  from  her,  what  fhe 
was  fo  defirous  of  fpeaking  to  me  about.  She  would  even 
have  doubted  the  conftancy  of  my  affeXion,  finding  me 
thus  cold,  as  it  were,  had  not  my  uninterrupted  afliduity, 
and  the  paflionate  air  with  which  I always  approach’d 
her,  been  a ftrong  indication  of  my  love. 

During  this,  I had  receiv’d  frequent  vifits  from  the  je- 
fuit,  who  was  ever  talking  of  mifs  Cecilia,  and  exprefling 
thegreateft  forrow  whenever  he  mention’d  her  fuppos’d 
flight.  He  even  affeXed  to  be  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of 
it;  and  thereupon  endeavour’d  to  comfort  me  with  a very 
ferious  air,  as  tho’  he  believ’d  me  to  be  deeply  2ffliXed. 
But  befides  the  conjgXures  he  had  form’d  at  Mr.  R — ’s ; 
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fo  artful  a man  as  he  was,  cou’d  eafily  difcover  by  my  an- 
• fwers,  that  I wasn't  fo  muchaftefted  with  the  lofs  of  my 
t miftrefs,  as  was  natural  for  one  fo  fond  as  myfelf  to  be. 
He  therefore  was  more  ftrongly  confirm’d  in  the  thought 

II  he  at  fivft  entertain’d,  viz,,  that  this  elopement  was  only 
an  artifice  to  impofe  on  the  world ; and  to  conceal  fome-, 
thing,  the  myfteiy  whereof  he  could  not  yet  dive  into. 

I As  his  curiolicy  and  over-a6tive  zeal  prompted  him, 
whenever  he  was  at  my  houfe,  to  obferve  whatever  paft 
in  it 5 he  foon  difeover’d  that  there  was  fome  change  in 
’|  the  methods  and  ceconomy  of  it.  Altho’ he  always  heard 
| : at  his  coming,  that  I was  in  my  lob tude  in  the  park,  I yet 
; did  not  receive  him  in  it  as  I had  always  done  before ; for 
"(now  1 had  ordered  that  word  fhou'd  be  brought  to  me  of 
> his  being  come,  when  I ufed  to  go  and  wait  upon  him  in 
M the  great  houfe.  The  ladies,  particularly  my  lifter  and 
3 niece,  who  were  always  with  mi  & Cecilia,  never  appear’d 
■ before  him  ; fo  that  he  never  faw  any  other  woman  but 
( Mrs.  Lallin , and  fhe  too  always  in  the  evening,  when  fhe 
return’d  out  of  the  park  * fo  that,  in  moft  of  his  vifits, 
he  leldom  faw  any  other  perfon  but  me.  This  change, 
f which  perhaps  was  not  brought  about  with  fufficient 
caution,  raifed  his  fufpicions  to  a very  great  he’ght.  He 
didn’t  doubt  but  I was  concern’d  in  mifs  Cecilia's  elope- 
& ment  ; but  was  perfuaded  that  fhe  was  in  my  houfe,  and 
lC  that  fomething  vaftly  myfterious  was  conceal’d  under 
this  intrigue. 

3 All  that  now  remain’d  for  him  to  do,  was  to  find  it  out.' 

11  Poftibly  he  at  firft  guefs’d  the  real  affair  * but  as  he  did 
31  not  dare  to  try  any  methods,  tthe  fuccefs  whereof  he  was 
:e  not  fure  of.  he  employ’d  fuch  an  one  as  was  infallible. 

11  Mrs.  lallin  had  made  choice  of  him  for  her  confeftbrj 
ie  and  he  thought  fhe  could  inform  him  of  all  hedefir’d  to 
[•  know.  And  indeed,  after  having  employ’d  the  greateft 
■“  artifice,  by  giving  her  to  underhand  that  he  wanted  to 
difeourfe  her  upon  an  affair  in  which  the  falvation  of  her 
e‘  foul  was  concern’d  \ he  ask’d  her  whether  mifs  Cecilia  was 
3 not  conceal’d  in  my  houfe 5 and  whether  I and  the  reft 
“ were  notafting  areligio-comical  farce  ? Mrs.  Lallin , who 

:h  from  her 
fince  heard, 
doubt  with 
regard 


imagin  d it  wouia  oe  a crime  to  conceal  tne  trui 
father  confeflor,  was  prodigioufty  puzzled.  I 
from  her  own  mouth,  that  finding  fhe  was  in 
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regard  to  the  anfwer  fhe  fhould  make,  he  anfwer’d  all  his 
fcruples  by  the  following  dilemma . The  thing,  fays  he, 
you  are  afraid  of  revealing  to  me,  either  is  lawful,  and 
confequently  allow’d  of  by  the  principles  of  our  moft 
holy  religion,  or  it  is  not  fo.  In  cafe  it  is  not  allowable, 
you  cannot  conceal  it  from  me  without  committing  a 
deadly  fin  5 and  in  cafe  it  be  lawful,  you  may  fecure  your 
peace  of  mind,  by  opening  your  felf  to  your  confeffor; 
and  ’tis  plain  you  can  run  no  rifque  in  this,  fince  it  will  be 
infallibly  veil’d  under  the  fecrecy  of  confefiion.  Hearing 
him  fay  this,  fhe  anfwer’d  all  the  queftions  he  put  to  her. 
Altho’  Mrs.  Lallin  didn’t  know  the  real  caufe  why  mifs 
Cecilia  was  conceal’d  in  my  houfe ; he  yet  guefs’d  the  real 
caufe  of  it,  when  fhe  told  him  fo  unlikely  a tale,  viz. 
that  her  father  had  her  remov’d  to  my  houfe,  for  fear 
that  a perfon  who  had  ftole  her  away  fhould  carry  her  off. 
He  was  too  well  acquainted  with  whatever  related  to  the 
family,  not  to  know  that  mifs  Cecilia  had  been  brought 
up  in  fo  reclufe  a manner  that  I mull  necefiarily  be  her 
only  lover.  But  he  with  reafon  fuppos’d,  that  the  car- 
rying off  which  her  father  dreaded  fo  much,  was  the  king’s 
order  for  her  being  confin’d  in  a convent.  This  he  was 
more  ftrongly  perfuaded  of,  when  after  having  ask’d 
Mrs.  Lallin  a great  number  of  queftions,  he  at  laft  made 
her  confefs,  that  I intended  to  return  to  England  very 
foon ; and  hearing  this,  he  no  longer  doubted  but  he  had 
difcover’d  the  whole  myftery  of  the  affair  ; and  in  all 

probability  argued  thus  — Mifs  Cecilia  is  conceal’d  in 

Cleveland's  houfe ; and  this  can  be  done  upon  no  other 
account,  than  that  fhe  may  thereby  have  an  eafy  oppor- 
tunity of  quitting  the  kingdom,  — Cleveland  alfo  de- 
figns  to  leave  it ; that  is,  he  intends  to  convey  her  to 
England. — They  have  deferr’d  their  departure  for  fome 
time  j this  is  done,  in  order  that  Mr.  R — -may  have 
time  to  difpofe  of  his  effedts,  after  which  they’ll  all  fet 
out  together.  — No  conjectures  could  poflibly  appear 
more  juft.  But  then,  the  jefuit’s  penetration  will  not  be 
fo  furprifing,  when  the  reader  is  told,  that  at  this  time, 
there  were  many  examples  of  the  fame  kind  every  day  } 
multitudes  of  proteftant  families  flying  their  country 
continually,  in  order  to  avoid  the  perfection  with  which 
they  were  threatned. 


As 
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As  the  jefuit  had  already  meditated  a project,  highly 
worthy  his  zeal,  from  the  ideas  which  my  coldncfslug- 
gefted,  and  the  confuflon  he  law  me  in,  when  we  met 
at  Mr.  R — ’s;  the  particulars  which  Mrs.  Lallin  ac- 
I'  quainted  him  with,  made  him  a£t  upon  a new  motive. 
PolTibly  he  might  have  entertain’d  fome  affe<£lion  forme 
till  that  time;  but  he  lince  was  fo  offended  at  my  con- 
1 djadt,  that  he  afterwards  breath’d  noothef  fenfations  than 
I thole  of  hatred  and  revenge ; for  I cannot  aferibe  to  any 
I other  caufe,  the  extremes  to  which  he  immediately  car- 
: vied  matters.  Mr.  R — always  liftned  to  his  inftrudfi- 
ons  with  fo  much  feeming  earneftnefs,  that  he  did  not 
| doubt  but  he  fhould  at  laft  make  a convert  of  him ; and 
; was  perfuaded  that  he  fhou’d  have  much  lefs  trouble  with 
his  daughter.  Ashe  had  done  me  very  great  fervice,  he 
: fancied  this  would  make  me  the  more  willing  to  attend 
to  him;  and  that  he  fhould  thereby  have,  one  time  or 
other,  an  opportunity  of  bringing  me  over  to  th eRomifh 
perfualion.  Three  conquelts  of  this  importance,  would 
k have  footh’d  his  vanity  prodigioully  ; for  nothing  was 
l at  that  time  more  in  falhion  among  ecclefiafticks,  than 
charity  and  zeal  for  the  converlion  ©f  their  wandring  bre- 
thren, as  they  then  call’d  the  proteffants.  So  that,  as  he 
accus’d  none  but  me  of  robbing  him  of  his  hopes,  and 

the  fruit  of  his  labour,  lince  I had  advis’d  Mr.  R - 

to  go  to  England  with  his  family ; he  refolv’d  to  make 
me  know,  that  he  was  not  to  be  impos’d  upon  with 
impunity.  He,  however,  had  too  much  cunning,  to  ac- 
quaint Mrs.  Lallin  with  his  delign;  but  at  his  taking  leave 
of  me,  he  waited  upon  thearchbifhop  of  Paris,  whom 
the  king  had  impowev’d  to  a €t  with  an  almoftabfolute 
authority,  in  all  eccleliaftical  matters.  There  he  drew  me 
in  the  moft  odious  colours  ; reprefented  me  as  an  emif- 
favy  of  the  church  of  England  ; who  was  come  into 
France,  upon  no  other  account  but  to  ferve  the  protefhnts, 
and  favour  their  flight  into  England.  The  archbifhop, 

: whofe  name  was  Mr.  de  Perefixe , had  too  much  godd 
* fenfe  to  yield  blindly  to  the  impulfe  of  the  jefuit’s  zeal. 

However,  he  thought  this  too  important  an  affair  to  be 
j neglefted ; and  thereupon  he  caus’d  ftr i£t  enquiry  to  be 
: made  into  my  character,  and  the  motives  which  kept 
me  in  France.  Some  of  my  neighbours  inform’d  his 
Vol.  II.  L lordlhip. 
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lordfhip,  that  1,  indeed,  did  notprofefs  jny  religion,  but 
led  an  eafy  and  irreproachable  life-*  and  that  the  dutch- 
cfs  ot  Orleans  feem’dto  have  a very  great  eftcem  for  me. 
This  teftimony  made  him  fufpend  hisrefolutions,  till  his 
majefty’s  and  her  royal  highnefs’s  return.  His  lordfhip 
only  fet  feveral  ecclefiaftical  i'pies  of  St.  Cloud  over  me  ,• 
whom  he  order’d  to  inform  him  of  whatever  they  could 
hear  with  regard  co  my  condudt . 

Notwithftandingthis,  the  jefuit  ftill  continued  tovifit 
me  regularly  ; and  in  his  convention  with  Mrs.  Lallin , 
he  gather’d  whatever  might  aflift  the  vengeance  he  me- 
ditated. He  had  carried  matters  fo  far,  as  to  advife  the 
archbi  fliop  to  confine  me  in  the  Bajiile,  and  to  fhutmifs 
Cecilia  in  a convent.  He  had  even  hinted  to  that  prelate, 
that  befides  the  evil  I fhould  be  prevented  from  doing  by 
their  throwing  me  into  prii'on  j this  would  perhaps  be 
an  excellent  method  to  procure  my  converfion  : becaufe, 
as  I was  vaftly  fond  of  mi  {sCecilia,  I then  fhould  be  promp- 
ted from  a double  motive,  to  embrace  the  Romiflo  reli- 
gion; viz.  the  ftrong  defire  I fhould  have  to  get  my  li- 
berty, and  the  impatience  of  feeing  a woman  I ador’d. 
Ashe  fancied  he  had  gain’d  fo  ftrong  an  afeendant over 
Mrs.  Lallin , as  to  make  her  enter  into  his  views,  when 
they  fhould  be  cloak’d  under  the  fpecious  appearances  of 
religion,  he  communicated  this  laft  project  to  her.  How- 
ever, policy  and  artifice  were  the  chief  motives  which 
prompted  him  thus  to  confide  in  Mrs.  Lallin.  Thearch- 
bifhop  had  declar’d,  that  he  would  not  touch  me,  ’till 
his  majefty  and  the  dutchefs  were  return’d.  The  jefuit 
was  afraid  of  my  flipping  away  to  England ; and  his  de- 
fian,  in  thus  opening  himfelf  to  Mrs.  Lallin , was,  in 
order  to  engage  her  to  give  him  notice  of  my  departure. 
Tho’  he  had  difguis’d  his  intentions  in  the  moll:  artful 
manner,  he  yctdidnotiucceed  according  to  his  wifhesj 
for  his  uncommon  zeal  railed  the  fufpicions  of  his  con- 
fident ; for  Mrs.  Lallin  trembled  when  he  mention’d  the 
Bafiile  and  a nunnery  ; and  her  affection  for  me,  pre- 
vailing over  every  confideration,  fhe  one  day  came  and 
told  me  all  that  had  pafs’d  between  the  confelfor  and  her- 
fe'f. 

The  reader  may  imagine  that  this  fill’d  me  with  the 
higheft  aftonilhment.  You  have  ruin’d  us,  madam,  fays 


Mr.  Cleveland.  245 

I,  by  your  indifcretion.  Had  you  forgot  what  treatment 
we  met  with  in  Angers  and  Sauwurl  We  are  in  a hun- 
dred times  more  danger  in  Paris.  The  dutchefs  is  ab- 
fent,  and  I have  now  no  pvotedlor.  Thcfe  reproaches 
brought  tears  into  Mrs.  Lallin’s  eyes,  but  this  was  a ufe- 
lefs  remedy.  1 then  defir’d  her  to  repeat,  even  the  mi- 
nuteft  circum fiances,  of  whatever  flie  had  heard  ; but 
thefe  only  fill’d  me  with  the  higheft  dread.  I thereup- 
on refolv’d  to  fend  word  to  Mr.  R — , that  I wanted  to 
fpeak  with  him  immediately,  about  bufinefs  of  the  high- 
eft confequence.  He  came  to  me  forthwith,  when  we  dis- 
cours’d a longtime,  on  the  danger  to  which  his  family 
and  I were  expos’d.  Had  it  been,  fays  he,  any  other 
time  but  this,  I would  have  advis’d  you  not  to  value  the 
jefuit’s  machinations ; for  his  majefty  isfo  juft  a prince, 
that  he  would  not  fuffer  a foreigner  to  be  ill  us’d!  but  I 
muftconfefs  to  you,  that  as  matters  now  ftand,  I don  t 
j fee  but  you  are  in  as  much  danger  as  my  felf.  1 am 
! more  griev’d,  fays  he,  upon  your  account  than  my  own ; 

! for  ’tis  plain,  that  your  friendfhip  for  me,  and  the  love 
you  have  for  my  daughter,  have  brought  this  calamity 
upon  you.  Upon  what  pretence  could  the  government 
feize  you,  but  for  concealing  my  daughter,  and  intend- 
ing to  procure  our  efcape  into  England  ? 3Tis  this  cir- 
cumftance  gives  me'pain,  and  1 would  with  pleafure 
I give  half  my  blood,  to  atone  tor  the  injury  I have  done 
you.  This  generous  man  was  fo  afredfed  as  he  fpoke, 
[ that  the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks.  I begg’d  him 
to  believe,  that  fo  far  from  repenting  what  I had  done 
' for  his  daughter  ; I fhould  be  very  glad  to  do  him  fer- 
vice,  tho’  what  I held  deareft  in  the  world,  was  to  be 
the  purchafe  of  it.  I cannot  fay  whether  it  were  the 
affedting  tone  of  voice  with  which  I fpoke,  or  bare 
friendfhip,  which  prompted  him  to  explain  himfelf  far- 
ther j but  after  having  mus’d  a moment;  let  us  quite  un- 
bofom  ourfelves,  fays  he:  You  love  Cecilia ; iWs  my 
Only  child  ; you  are  fenfible  that  fne’ll  be  a good  fortune ; 

, I therefore  would  advife  you  to  marry  her.  This  is  the 
■ only  means  by  which  you  can  ward  off  the  danger  with 
which  vve  are  threatned;  you  cannot  be  puniihkl  for 
: giving  an  afylum  to  a woman,  whom  you  intended  to 
s make  your  wife. 

, L 2 


Hearing 
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Hearing  thefe  words  I embrac’d  him  with  tranfport, 
but  hadn't  power  once  to  open  my  lips.  He  Teem'd  to 
be  vaftly  furpriz’d  at  my  lilence,  when  I cry’d  out: 
Deareft  friend  ! if  you  know  that  I love  Cecilia,  how 
can  I have  the  face  to  tell  you  that  I’m  married  ? — So 
unexpected  a declaration,  difconcerted  him  prodigioufly. 

I fuppofe  that  he  had  hitherto  depended  upon  my  marry- 
ing his  daughter  , and  that  this  only  had  prompted  him 
to  entruit  her  with  me.  I recollected  that  fhe  herfelf 
had  told  me  To.  But  now  all  my  love  and  my  misfortune 
tortur'd  my  foul  in  the  fame  inflant ; fo  I cou’d  not  fup- 
prefs  a thoufand  paflionate  and  melancholy  complaints, 

which  then  broke  from  me.  Mr.  R law  but  too 

plainly,  that  there  was  fomething  very  extraordinary  in 
this  adventure.  What  idea  foever  he  till  then  had  en- 
tertain’d of  my  prudence  and  honour;  he  now,  in  all 
probability,  fufpeCted  the  fincenty  of  my  palfion ; and 
being  afraid  left  his  daughter's  virtue  fhould  be  in  dan- 
ger, whom  he  knew  had  a great  affeCtion  for  me,  he  left 
me  after  we  had  exchang’d  a few  more  words.  We 
were  then  in  one  of  the  walks  in  the  park,  when  he 
walk’d  towards  the  hovel  in  it.  I now  continu’d  alone, 
deeply  involv’d  in  thought.  As  we  had  always  been  very 
familiar,  I didn't  even  go  after  him  ; becaufe  he  told  meat 
his  going  away,  that  he  intended  to  lie  in  my  houfethat 
night. 

About  a quarter  after  I faw  him  coming  back.  The 
only  reafcn  why  he  went  away  fo  fuddenly,  was  his  uti- 
ealinefs  for  his  daughter.  He  went  to  her,  in  order  to 
know  from  her  own  mouth,  how  matters  ftood  between 
us,  and  to  inform  her,  that  as  1 was  married,  it  would 
be  criminal  in  her  to  receive  my  addreffes.  What  he 
then  heard  fill’d  him  with  the  higheft  joy,  which  I faw 
plainly  in  his  face  as  he  approach’d  me.  He  came  up, 
and  taking  me  in  his  arms,  I won’t  lays  he,  conceal 
from  you.  that  I was  very  uneafy  when  I left  you.  You 
have  a wife;  this  you  told  me  indirectly ; I knew  that 
vou  lov’d  my  daughter,  and  that  fhe  return  d your  paf- 
fion  ; pofiibly  paternal  tendernefs  prevail’d  a moment 
over  friend  Ihip.  But  why  didn’t  you  let  me  into  this 
fecret  as  well  as  Cecilia  ? I then  would  have  told  you  at 
©nee,  that  your  misfortune  may  be  remedied.  I am  even 

furpriz’d 
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furpriz’d  that  you  are  ignorant  of  what  is  generally  pra-' 
6iis’d  on  thefe  occafions  : and  my  daughter,  who  is  not 
a child,  has  Teen  an  example  of  it  in  our  family.  She 
told  me,  that  (lie  her  felf  offer’d  to  inform  you  of  it, 
and  therefore  was  furpriz’d  that  you  didn’t  enquire  far- 
ther. I anfwer’d  between  joy  and  fear,  that  fo  far  from 
receiving  with  coldnefs,  fome  obfeure  words  which 
mifs  Cecilia  had  dropt,  they,  on  the  contrary,  had  fill’d 
me  with  the  higheft  uneafinefs,  and  I was  perpetually 
reflecting  on  them ; but  that  as  I had  never  been  fo  fof- 
runate  as  to  guefs  their  meaning,  defpair  had  fill’d  me 
with  fear,  and  prevented  me  from  defiring  her  to  explain 

them This,  fays  Mr.  R — , Ml  do  myfelf*  but  then 

it  muft  be  upon  a double  fuppofition  j fi;  ft,  that  you  real- 
ly wifh  to  marry  my  daughter  ; and  fecondly,  that  your 
wife’s  infidelity,  and  her  going  away  with  another  man, 
can  be  well  prov’d.  In  this  cafe,  fays  he,  it  will  be  an 
eafy  matter  to  procure  a divorce,  and  confequently  be 
at  liberty  to  marry  again.  The  very  fame  thing  hap- 
pen’d to  my  brother,  and  ’twasthis  Cecilia  thought  on, 
when  fhe  hinted  a remedy.  ’Tis  true  indeed,  that  nei- 
ther the  Roman  laws  or  thofe  of  France  allow  of  marry- 
ing a fecond  wife,  after  a man  has  been  divorc’d  froni 
his  firftj  but  our  laws  are  different.  All  you  have  to  do 
is,  to  addrefs  your  felf  to  the  confiftory  of  Charenton. 
Befides,  being  an  Fnglifhman,  you  therefore  are  not  the 
king  of  France's  fubieCt,  and  in  cafe  this  fhou’dn’t  fuc- 
ceed,  you  may  eafily  obtain  a divorce  in  England,  where 
that  cuftom  prevails  very  much.  He  added,  that  the  on- 
ly difficulty  wou’d  be,  to  get  certain  proofs  of  my  wife’s 
infidelity. 

Here,  I want  a new  fet  of  expreffions  , in  order  to 
deferibe  one  of  the  moft  odd  fituations  that  ever  the  heart 
of  man  was  in.  I am  now  going  to  relate  an  unparallel’d 
incident,  which  will' fully  perfiiade  my  readers,  that  no 
man  ever  had  a turn  of  mind  like  me.  Can  it  be  ima- 
gin’d, that  loving  mifs  Cecilia  fo  dearly  as  I did  ; after 
the  ftrongeft  wifhes  I had  form’d  to  have  her  mine,  and 
the  deep  pangs  I felt  when  I thought  it  was  impoflible  tor 
her  tobefb  ; that  I yet  was  capable  of  receiving  this  o- 
verture  ot  Mr.  R — any  otherwife  than  with  the  utrnoft 
acknowledgment,  and  the  higheft  tranfports  of  jov  ? 

L 3 What 
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What  was  there  wanting,  to  my  heart,  when  every  thing 
had  been  offer’d  that  could  poffibly  make  it  happy  ? Hadn't 
I eraz’d  my  wife  from  my  remembrance  ? Didn’t  I 
hate  her  ? Was  not  fhe  a perfidious  creature,  who  had 
brought  me  to  (hame,  and  fill’d  me  with  borrow ; and 
therefore  deferv’d  nothing  from  me  but  hatred  and  con- 
tempt ? However,  the  inftant  I underftood  what  Mr. 

R was  going  to  propofe,  I trembled  in  every  limb. 

Every  time  I heard  him  utter  the  word  divorce,  I thought 
he  tore  my  heart  to  pieces.  ’Twaf  a bare  fenfation,  ab- 
ftraCted  from  any  idea,  and  I was  (truck  dumb  after  he  had 
fpake. 

He  then  ask’d  me  what  I thought  of  his  propofal.  This 
queftion  drew  me  out  of  my  lethargy,  when  I took  his 
hand  and  fqueez’d  it,  but  without  uttering  a word.  He 
imagin’d  that  this  filencewas  the  effeCt  of  my  joy  ; and 
therefore  continued  to  explain  in  what  manner  all  difficul- 
ties might  be  remov’d.  1 had  time  to  make  feveral  re- 
flections as  he  was  fpeaking.  I admir’d  what  I had  juft 
before  felt ; but  what  impreffion  it  might  ftill  have  left 
upon  me,  I endeavour’d  to  banifh  it  entirely  from  my 
heart ; by  recollecting  the  juft  abhorrence  I ought  to  have 
of  my  wife’s  condudt.  And  then  1 needed  only  but  to  paint 
mifs  Cecilia's  charms  in  my  fancy,  and  the  delightful  image 
immediately  fill’d  all  my  (oul.  Thither  I directed  all  my  at- 
tention. Mr.  R — having  repeated,  that  the  greateft  diffi- 
culty would  be,  to  get  proofs  of  her  incontinence;  he 
ask’d  me  if  I knew  what  was  become  of  my  faithlefs 
wife,  and  what  I knew  of  her  guilt  ? I anfwer’d,  that 
fhe  was  retir’d  to  Chaillot  under  the  dutchefs’s  protection  * 
and  that  my  whole  family  were  ready  to  atteft,  that  (lie 
ran  away  with  her  gallant.  ’Tis  a happy  circumftance, 
fays  he,  that  fhe  is  fo  near  us.  You  yourfelf  mu  ft  pro- 
pofe to  her  the  feparation ; there’s  no  doubt  but  (he’ll 
confent  to  it  at  once,  and  by  that  means  matters  v/ill  be 
fooner  concluded.  This  laft  propofal  fill’d  me  with  the 
liigheft  uneafinefs ; and  thereupon  I defir’d  Mr..R  — — 
to  do  whatever  he  thought  neceffary,  affuring  him, 
('which  indeed  was  not  true)  that  I myfelf  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  laws  and  the  ordinary  forms  of  juftice. 

I urged  him  to  return  to  our  rural  habitation  in  the 
park,  which  I was  not  fo  much  prompted  to  from  the 

ncceffity 
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necefiity  I was  under  of  rcpofing  myfelf,  tho’  I made 
this  the  excufej  as  from  my  unwillingnefs  to  hear  a 
difeourfe,  every  word  of  which  increas’d  my  pain.  I 
rely,  my  good  friend,  fays  I,  on  you;  and  therefore 
would  have  you  aX  as  you  fhall  think  proper.  I thus 
endeavour’d  to  check,  by  vague  and  random  ideas,  the 
birth  of  a thoufand  afHiXing  reflexions,  which  feem’d 
ready  to  ftart  up  in  my  foul.  I ran  with  the  utmoft  hafte 
into  the  room  where  miCs  Cecilia  was,  and  feated  my  felt 
by  her.  I ligh’d  as  I fat  down,  as  though  I had  juft 
efcap’d  fome  imminent  danger;  and  was  then  juft  be- 
ginning to  breathe,  in  a place  where  all  my  fears  were 
to  ceafe.  And  indeed,  her  prefence  reftor’d  joy  to  my 
heart,  and  her  countenance  difeover’d  that  fhe  herlelf  was 
eafy.  She  did  not  doubt,  when  (lie  faw  me  return 
with  her  father,  but  that  I had  at  laft  been  inform’d 
of  what  fhe  fo  eagerly  wifh’d  1 fhou’d  know.  She 
imagin’d  my  mind  was  eafy,  and  hcr’s  was  completely 
fo.  Poftibly  ’twas  the  fame  reafon  had  prompts .1  me,  fo 
contrary  to  my  ufual  cuftom,  to  go  and  feat  myfelf  by 
her  in  fo  free  a manner. 

Mr.  R — fuppofing  that  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  lifter 
were  let  into  all  our  fecrets,  refum’d  the  difeourfe  we 
had  held  in  the  park.  After  having  declar’d  to  his  daugh- 
ter before  them,  that  I had  a very  great affeXion  for  her, 
and  intended  to  fue  for  a divorce,  and  afterwards  to  marry 
her ; he  again  began  to  fpeak  of  the  methods  how  it  might 
be  belt  brought  about.  I now  liftned  to  him  with  much 
lefsdiftraXion  than  I had  done  before.  He  then  offered 
to  go  to  Chaillot ; and  to  defire  my  wife  to  confent  to  our 
divorce.  I approv’d  everything  he  faid,  and  thereupon 
he  prepar’d  to  fet  out  immediately.  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my 
lifter  were  prodigioufly  furpriz’d  at  founexpeXed  an  ad- 
venture. I obferv’d  that  they  gaz’d  upon  me  with  afto-  * 
nifhment.  They  had,  perhaps,  perceiv’d,  that  I had  a 
paflion  for  mifs  Cecilia,  but  they  never  could  have  thought 
that  it  would  have  increas’d  to  fuch  a degree,  or  have  pro- 
duced fuch  an  effeX  as  they  had  juft  heard  it  had  done. 
Neverthelefs,  they  feem’d  vaftly  delighted  upon  that  ac- 
count, becaufethey  were  perfuaded  1 was  now  at  eafe,  a 
circumftance  they  till  now  defpair’d  of ; and  thereupon  la- 
vifh’d  their  careffes  upon  mifs  Cecilia , whom  theyfup- 
L 4 pos’d 
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pos’d  had  wholly  produced  this  happy  change.  We  fpent 
the  afternoon  very  agreeably,  till  Mr.  R — ’s  return  ; and 
I vvas  fo  overjoy’d  at  my  being  with  mifs Cecilia,  that  I 
thought  but  very  little  on  thebufinefsher  father  was  gone 
about.  He  came  back,  and  difcover’d  the  greateft  joy 
and  fatisfadfion  in  his  countenance  5 and  I myfelf  conti- 
nued in  the  higheft  tranfports  for  fome  moments. 

Every  one  was  mighty  eager  to  know  what  fuccefs  he 
had  met  with,  efpecially  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  fifter,  who 
did  not  know,  till  then,  that  my  wife  was  fo  near  us, 
and  that  I knew  the  place  of  her  abode.  He  then  told 
us  all  that  had  pad;  between  my  wife  and  myfelf.  He  at 
fird  had  enquir’d  for  her  at  the  convent- gate,  by  the  name 
of  Mrs  .Cleveland,  which  I told  him  was  mine,  juft  as  he 
fet  out  for  Chaillot.  Mr.  R — was  anfwer’d  that  there 
was  no  perfon  of  that  name  there.  And  indeed  my  wife 
had  changed  hers,  in  order  to  prevent  her  being  known  j 
it  happen’d  by  a very  odd  turn  of  chance,  that  the  new 
name  file  had  taken,  was  almoft  the  fame  with  mine, 

which  was  Kingsby  and  hers  Ringsby.  Mr.  R found 

it  a very  difficult  matter  to  point  out  the  perfon  he  want- 
ed, there  being  a great  number  of  boarders  in  that  houfe ; 
and  would  have  come  to  no  purpofe,  hadn’t  he  ask’d  for 
ai nEnglijh  lady,  whom  the  dutchefs  had  recommended  to 
that  convent.  By  this  means  fhe  was  known ; but  when 
word  was  brought  her,  that  a perfon  at  the  gate  defired 
tofpeak  with  her,  (lie  had  fent  word,  that  file  didn’t  re- 
ceive any  vifits  ; fo  that  Mr.  R was  obliged  to  de- 

clare feveral  times,  that  he  came  upon  bufineis  of  the 
greateft  confequence,  and  therefore  he  muft  fee  her. 

Altho’  there  was  not  any  thing  very  affecting  in  this 
preamble,  I yet  cou’dn’t  hear- it  without  being  mov’d. 
Poffibly  I might  have  been  lefs  fo,  had  Mr  .R — comeat 
once  to  the  chief  end  of  his  commiffion.  But  now  a look 
I caft  upon  mifs  Cecilia  recover’d  me,  and  1 continued  to 

liften  At  laft,  fays  Mr.  R — your  fpoufe  was 

prevail'd  on  to  come : I then  was  brought  into  a clofet, 
and  a moment  after  I faw  her  appear  at  the  grate.  She 
was  drefs’d  in  deep  mourning ; and  appear’d  with  fo 
lweet,  fo  modeft  an  air,  that  I could  not  help  making  a 
reflection  on  the  treachery  and  injuftice  of  nature  i who 
frequently  conceals  a vicious  foul  under  the  moft  fpecious 

appearances 
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appearances  of  virtue. Mrs.  Cleveland  ask’d  me, 

with  a fearful  tone  of  voice,  what  I wanted  with  her.  I 
anfwer’d,  that  I came  from  you,  which  immediately 
brought  a colour  into  her  cheeks.  Obferving  this,  I gave 
her  time  to  recover  herfelf,  when  I deliver’d  my  meflage 
ill  thecivileft  terms  I poflibly  cou’d.  Hearing  this,  file 
turn’d  her  eyes  towards  heaven  ; afterwards  kept  them 
fhut  for  fome  time,  then  figh’d  and  burft  into  tears  ; and  at 
laft,  after  I began  to  be  uneafy  at  her  filence,  fhe  ask'd  me 
whether  I knew  the  woman  you  intended  to  marry.  I 
anfwer’d  that  I did.  So  do  I,  fir,  fays  fhe,  the  tears 
ftreaming  afrefli  down  her  cheeks  ; fo do  I.  Tell  there- 
fore Mr.  Cleveland,  that  I wifh  he  may  live  more  happily 
with  her  than  he  has  done  with  me:  Tell  him,  that  I 
(hall  beg  this  earneftly  of  heaven.  And  fince  my  confent 
only  is  wanting  to  make  him  happy,  allure  him  that  he 
has  it;  and  only  remind  him,  that  I never  in  my  life  op- 
pos’d his  happinefs. I anfwer’d,  continued  Mr. 

R — , that  you  would  undoubtedly  be  h’ghly  pleas’d  to 
hear  Hie  was  fo  pliable  ; and  that  knowing  your  good  na- 
ture, 1 didn’t  fcruple  to  alfure  her  in  your  name,  that  you 
forgave  her  all  that  was  paft.  She  then  was  going  to  leave 
me  ; but  I told  her,  youdefired  fhe  would  give  her  con- 
fent in  writing.  This  fhe  did  not  fcruple  to  do,  and 
calling  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  fhe  writ  whatever  I 
thought  fit  to  dilate.  Here,  fays  he,  is  the  inftrument 
fign’d  by  her.  — - --  After  file  had  done,  I my  took  leave 
of  her  in  a very  polite  manner,  without  faying  a word’ 
more. 

I took  the  inftrument  into  my  hand,  which  trembled  at 
the  fame  time.  I yet  cou’d  not  tell  what  it'was  that  agi- 
tated me  in  this  manner,  I be  ingalmoft  depriv’d  of  myrea- 
fon,  and  could  hardly  either  fee  or  hear.  I then  turn'd  my 
eyes  towards  mifs  Cecilia,  I perceiv'd  her;  but,  as  tho’ 
my  heart  was  opprefs’d  on  a fudden,  I did  not  feel  the  fe- 
cret  charm,  which  the  leaft  glance  from  her  eyes  us’d  to 
awake  in  my  heart.  A rock  v/ould  not  have  felt  fo  heavy 
on  my  bofom,  as  the  dead  weight  with  which  it  feem’d 

to  be  then  loaded.  I could  not  fetch  my  breath ; . 

I don’t  know,  fays  I,  turning  about  to  my  lifter,  what’s, 
the  matter  with  me,  I am  ready  to  faint  away.  Immedi- 
ately they  ran- to  fetch  fomething,  and  mifs  Cecilia  was 
L y preparing 
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preparing  to  give  it  me ; when  taking  up  her  hand  eagerly, 
I applied  it  to  my  lips,  and  cry’d  with  a deep  figh,  alas! 

dear  Fanny ! I undoubtedly  intended  to  fay,  dear 

Cecilia!  but  my  imagination  was  fo  difturb’d,  that  it  re- 
prefented  every  thing  in  a confus’d  manner.  1 continued 
in  a kind  of  diftraCtion  for  fometime,  but  by  the  care  of 
thofe  about  me,  I at  laft  recover’d  from  it. 

The  whole  company  continued  filent,  and  feem’d  to 

look  upon  me  with  aftonifhment,  efpecially  Mr.  R . 

I was  vaftly  fo  myfelf,  when  being  recover’d,  I recol- 
lected what  had  juft  before  happened.  I fancied  myfelf 
juft  come  out  of  a dream ; and  reflecting  a moment  more 
on  what  it  was  that  could  pofiibly  occafion  fo  great  a 
change  in  me,  I was  forced  to  own  to  myfelf,  that  I did 
not  yet  know  my  own  heart.  Tho’  I was  recover’d  from 
the  kind  of  fwoon  into  which  I was  fallen,  neverthelefs 
I ftill  felt  a great  weight  at  my  ftomach.  I ftruggled 
with  myfelf  when  I conftder’d  the  ill  effeCts  this  acci- 
dent might  produce.  Mr.  R — continued  to  look  fted- 
faftly  at  me,  but  without  fpeaking  a word;  nor  was 
mifs  Cecilia  lefs  furpriz’d.  At  laft,  words  forc’d  their 
way  from  me,  when  delivering  myfelf  with  my  ufual 
freedom,  I vented  a deep  figh.  Alas!  fays  I,  I am  as 
much  fui  pric’d  at  what  has  juft  now  happened  to  me  as 
you  can  poffibly  be.  I lov’d  my  faithlels  partner  with 
fuch  a paflion  as  is  beyond  the  power  of  words.  What 
you  have  now  feen  in  me,  muft  owe  its  birth  to  fome 
dying  remains  of  afte&ion  which  I ftill  entertain  for  her. 
But  dear  friend,  and  lovely  Cecilia,  fays  I,  directing  my- 
ielf  to  both  father  and  daughter  at  the  fame  time;  this 
will  give  you  but  a more  favourable  idea  of  my  heart, 
which  fure  is  the  moll  tender  that  ever  man  was  inform’d 
with.  You  both  know  the  great  afcendant  you  have 
over  it.  You  perceive  in  what  manner  I hate;  judge 
from  thence  how  ftrong  my  love  muft  be  ! 

They  receiv’d  my  excufesinthe  kindeft  manner,  and 
I did  not  perceive  that  their  affeCtion  was  leflen’d.  I like- 
wife  aflum’d  my  ufual  behaviour,  and  fell  to  careffing 
Mifs  Cecilia , when  her  lovely  eyes  awak’dall  my  tender- 
nefs.  I then  read  the  inftrument  my  wife  had  fign’d,  be- 
fore her.  Tho’  the  fight  of  her  name  written  byherfelf, 
occafion ’d  a furprizing  revolution  in  all  my  faculties,  I yet 
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had  the  power  to  prevent  any  notice  being  taken  of  it* 
We  then  thought  of  proper  methods  for  completing  what 

was  then  begun.  Mr.  R undertook  to  prefent  a 

petition  from  me  to  the  confiftory.  He  told  me,  that  if 
we  met  with  no  more  difficulty,  than  his  brother  had 
done  in  an  affair  of  the  fame  nature,  he  didn’t  doubt  but 
I fhould  be  his  fon-in-law,  in  lefs  than  a fortnight ; and 
we  refolv’d.  thatin  cafewe  fhould  meet  with  any  obftacle 
from  the  confiftory,  we  then  would  go  for  England  forth- 
with. One  thing  we  were  afraid  of,  viz, . that  the  jefuit 
would  fet  every  engine  at  work  to  prevent  our  efcape; 
but  this  we  were  forced  to  run  the  hazard  of.  ’Tis 
impoffible  for  a whole  family  to  leave  a kingdom  in  one 
night,  and  carry  off  all  their  effedls.  ’Twas  enough,  in  the 
prefent  occafion,  that  I had  depriv’d  my  enemies  of  the 
only  reafonable  handle  they  could  makeufeof,  in  order 
to  deprive  me  of  my  liberty.  ’T was  very  plain  that  I in- 
tended to  marry  Mifs  Cecilia ; fo  that  I cou’dn’t  be  ac- 
cus’d of  having  fhelter’d  her  in  my  houle,  merely  to  fa<* 
vourherefy,  in  oppofition  to  his  majefly’s  edicts. 

I was  highly  fatisfied  with  this  diipoiltion  of  matters, 
and  fpentthe  reft  of  the  day  in  Cecilia's  company,  with 
the  utmoft  fatisfa&ion.  Neverthclefs,  there  was  fome- 
thing  very  myfterious  in  my  heart  which  I cou’dn’t  unra- 
vel > and  I found  its  perplexity  increafe,  when  I prepar’d 
myfelfto  take  fome  reft.  The  image  of  my  wife,  and 
thefeveral  circumftancesof  her  difeourfe  with  Mr.  R — . 
painted  themfelves  fo  ftrongly  in  my  fancy,  that  I could 
not  banifh  them.  I fpent  part  of  the  night,  in  endea- 
vouring to  drive  away  thofe  melancholy  ideas,  which 
were  fit  only  to  fill  me  with  diftradtion.  I avoided  even 
fearching  into  the  foundation  of  my  thoughts,  for  fear  of 
meeting  with  fomething  in  them,  which  my  reafon 
would  force  me  to  difappvove.  I differ’d  fo  much  from 
what  I was  before ; that  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  know 
myfelf,  at  a time  when  every  thing  appear’d  dark  with- 
in, and  around  me,  I dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  the 
pains  and  confufionof  fuch  an  enquiry.  In  cafe  any  an- 
tient  philofophical  lights  darted  upon  my  foul,  I imme- 
diately chafed  them  away,  for  this  reafon,  viz,,  becaufel 
had  pvov’d  their  inefficacy.  With  regard  to  my  wife,  I 
was  furpriz’d  that  her  name  and  the  remembrance  of  her*, 

were 
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were  capable  of  giving  me  fo  much  uneafinefs;  but  then 
I alfo  rejedted  w ith  obflinacy,  whatever  tended  to  make 
me  think  favourably  of  her.  What!  an  ungrateful,  a 
perfidious,  and  infamous  creature  ’ No,  no;  file  is  now 
to  expert  nothing  from  me  but  hatred  and  horror.  All 
my  tendernefs  is  referv’d  for  my  amiable  Cecilia.  She 
has  heal’d  my  heart,  and  brought  tranquility  to  my  foul; 
I therefore  owe  myfelf  wholly  to  her  charms.  In  this 
manner  did  I go  to  deep,  deluded  byjthis  idea  of  tran- 
quility, which  I was  far  from  pofifefifing ; and  indeed  my 
{lumbers  were  far  from  peaceful,  and  I had  a dream  which 
will  be  eternally  fix’d  in  my  memory. 

The  vifion  prefentedmy  wife  and  Mifs  Cecilia  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  to  my  fancy.  The  former  in  the 

mourning  weeds  in  which  Mr.  R had  defcrib’d 

her,  but  more  lovely  and  charming,  than  ever  (lie  had  be- 
fore appear’d ; with  that  air  of  fadnefs,  which  I was  told 
fiie  wore  at  Chaillot.  On  the  other  fide,  Cecilia  rofe  be- 
#fiore  me,  with  all  her  native  graces  and  fprightlinefs.  I 
fancied  myfelf feated,  and  that  they  both  were  {landing 
before  me.  Their  glances  were  upon  me,  and  fix  'd  me, 
as  it  were,  to  my  chair,  notwithflanding  all  the  endea- 
vours I ufed  to  rife  up  from  it.  My  eyes  wander’d  over 
them  both,  with  inexpreffibly  avidity,  as  attracted  by 
two  objedls  which  my  heart  panted  to  have  united.  Never- 
thelefs,  every  glance  excited  a different  emotion  in  my 
foul.  The  languifhing  and  affiidled  air  with  which  my 
wife  appear’d,  damp’d  my  heart  in  a furprizing  manner ; 
while  at  the  fame  time,  Cecilia's  fprightly  and  delightful 
air,  had  almofl  the  power  to  force  a fmile  from  me;  but 
altho’  a fmile  is  always  the  etffe£l  of  a pleafant  fenfation,  I 
yet  found  that  mine  was  merely  fuperficial ; and  that  my 
heart  was  afflidledat  the  bottom.  This  frame  of  mind 
was  vaflly  painful  to  me.  My  defires  were  attradled  two 
different  ways  at  one  and  the  fame  time.  My  wife’s  in- 
fidelity did  not  occur  to  me;  for  then,  Cecilia  would  un- 
doubtedly have  turn’d  the  feale.  I faw  nothing  but  two  a- 
rniable  objects,  which  claim’d  an  equal  fhare  of  tendernefs, 
and  raifed  the  ftrongefl  emotions  in  my  foul.  In  fine,  I 
imagin’d  1 faw  my  two  children  leading  their  mother  in 
by  the  hand ; and  as  fiie  drew  nearer,  methought  file 
took  up  that  part  of  my  heart  which  Cecilia  had  fill’d  be- 
fore. 
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fore.  Neverthelefs,  there  was  fomething  bitter  in  the 
pleafure  I felt,  in  finding  her  fo  near  me.  Even  the  ve- 
ry inftant  that  I was  going  to  embrace  her,  I fancied  I 
faw  tears  trickle  down  her  cheeks,  and  mine  alfo.  I 
awak’d,  when  I did  not  tade  that  gentle  fatisfattion, 
which  remains  in  the  heart,  after  a man  has  feen  in  (lum- 
bers, what  he  dotes  fo  much  upon  when  awake ; fo  far 
; from  it,  that  I never  rofe  with  fo  much  heavinefs  upon 
i my  fpirits.  I drefs’d  myfelf  as  fad  as  I could ; and  avoid- 
ing even  to  revive  this  importunate  illufion  in  my  imagi- 
i;  nation,  I haded  to  my  Cecilia,  in  order  to  difpel  the 
gloom  which  hung  over  my  fpirits. 

But  thefe  moments  of  forrow,  were  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  I was  to  differ  a little  afterward.  It  was 
ufual  for  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  filler  to  give  my  niece  and  the 
children  an  airing  in  the  coach,  and  afterwards  walk  in  the 
delightful (olitude  about  St.  Cloud.  This  cudom  they  had 
difeontinued  ever  lince  Mifs  Cecilia  had  heen  with  us, 
they  never  dirring  from  her.  However,  they  deter- 
min’d to  go  and  amufe  themfelves  after  the  fame  manner, 
the  very  day  after  Mr.  R — had  been  with  my  wife.  They 
did  not  tell  me  the  reafon  of  their  going  obroad,  which  I 
fuppos’d  was  merely  becaufe  they  were  weary  of  the 
houfe.  They  left  my  niece  with  Mifs  Cecilia  ; and  taking 
my  two  ions,  they  told  me  they  were  going  to  take  the 
air  for  a few  hours.  Their  defign  in  this  was,  in  order 
to  get  a fight  of  my  wife  at  Chaillot.  They  did  not  in- 
tend either  to  enquire  for  her  at  the  gate,  or  make  her  a 
vifit,  but  Mrs.  Laliin  being  acquainted  with  the  cudoms 
of  convents,  had  affur’d  my  fider,  that  (lie  wou’d  not 
fail  of  feeing  her  in  chappel,  when  the  nuns  chant  ve£* 
pers  i and  all  die  defign’d  was,  to  examine  her  features 
a little. 

It  was  pretty  late  when  they  return’d  home.  Altho* 
the  fair  fex  difguife  their  thoughts  better  than  men ; I yet 
difeover’d  at  their  coming  in,  that  they  were  chagrin’d ; 
and  thereupon  I ask’d  them  whether  any  thing  had  vex’d 
them.  They  anfwer’d,  withcoldnefs,  that  nothing  had. 
Neverthelefs,  as  I dill  kept  my  eyes  upon  them,  I plainly 
perceiv’d  that  they  were  both  deeply  afflifted.  I did  not 
carry  my  curiofity  any  farther;  but  happening  to  meet 
with  both  my  children,  I faw  their  eyes  were  bath’d  in 

tears.. 
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tears.  I then  examin’d  them  together  and  apart,  but 
found  them  perfift  obftinately  in  refufing  to  tell  me  any- 
thing. Tho’  I did  not  yet  fufpe£t  the  truth  of  this  mat- 
ter, I yet  judg’d  that  fomething  had  happen’d  which  I 
ought  to  know.  Accordingly,  taking  my  fifter-in-law 
afidei  I am  furpnVd,  fays  I,  that  you  fhould  fcruple  to 
telkne  what  has  happen’d  to  you.  You  fhall  never  per- 
fuade  me  that  the  children  cry  for  nothing;  or  even  that 
I miftook  when  I obferv’d  fome  change  in  yours  and  Mrs. 
Lalliris  countenance.  I am  abfolutely  refolv’d  to  know 

what  it  is  that  troubles  you. She  did  not  know  what 

to  do  for  fome  time;  but  as  I (till  continued  to  urge  her 
very  much,  fhe  at  laft  made  the  following  confeflion. 

You  force  me,  fays  fhe,  to  relate,  what  will  touch 
and  affe<ft  you  as  much  as  it  did  us.  Alas  ! I fhall  never 
forget  what  I have  feen.  You  are  to  know  then,  that 
inftead  of  taking  an  airing  in  the  country,  curiofity 
prompted  us  to  go  to  Chaillot.  We  arriv’d  there  juft  as 
the  nuns  were  at  vefpers.  We  went  into  chappel  in  order 
to  get  a fight  of  your  fpoufe,  and  accordingly  we  faw 
her.  She  was  upon  her  knees,  in  a mourning  habit,  as 

Mr.  R had  deferibed  her  yefterday.  I knew  her, 

though  fne  had  her  back  to  me.  I did  not  intend  to 
let  her  fee  us,  much  lefs  did  I defire  that  the  children 
fhould.  However,  I could  not  help  flaying  ’till  fhe  had 
turn’d  her  head  to  us ; defigning,  as  foon  as  I had  feen  her 
face,  to  go  away.  We  flood  at  the  grate,  which  divides 
the  choir  from  the  nave  or  body  of  the  chappel ; and  con- 
icquently,  as  fhe  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  choir,  we 
were  at  a conliderable  diftance  from  her.  At  laft  fhe 
turn’d  her  head ; however,  I fcarce  believe  that  fhe  knew 
us  atfirft ; for  altho*  Hie  difeover’d  fome  little  emotion  in 
her  countenance,  fhe  yet  feem’d  not  to  know  us.  I was 
then  going  to  lead  your  two  fons  out  haftily,  but  the  poor 
children  knew  their  unfortunate  mother.  It  would  be 
impoflible  for  me  todeferibe  the  tranfports  with  which 
they  were  going  to  fly  to  her;  not  confidering  that  the 
grate  prevented  them  from  doing  this.  Their  cries,  or 
rather  groans  echoed  thro’  the  whole  chappel.  They 
thruft  their  arms  thro’  the  grate ; and  would  have  call’d 
out  uponitheir  mother,  but  had  loft  the  faculty  of  fpeech  j 
fo  that  they  broke  only  into  a tender  and  confus’d  mur- 
mur. 
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mur,  which  mud  have  foften’d  the  mod  favage  hearts  • 
but  this  was  only  the  beginning  of  the  melancholy  fccne. 
You  may  eaiily  believe  that  their  mother  foon  heard  them, 
but  ’tis  not  in  the  power  of  words  to  deferibe  the  impe- 
tuofity  with  which  fhe  flew  towards  them.  She  ran 
with  open  arms,  not  conddering  the  place  fhe  was  in,  or 
the  perfons ; and  fo  drong  were  her  tranfports,  that  I was 
afraid  file  would  havedafh’d  herfelf  to  pieces  againd  the 
grate.  However,  thefe  violent  agitations  having  ex- 
haulled  all  her  fpirits  in  an  indant,  fhe  fainted  in  the 
middle  of  the  choir.  This  frighted  all  the  nuns,  who  im- 
mediately came  up  and  gave  her  all  the  affidance  poflible. 
While  flie  lay  in  the  fwoon,  1 endeavour’d  to  get  the  two 
children  out  of  the  chappel,  but  there  was  no  making 
them  dir.  Their  tears  gufh’d  like  rivulets  from  their 
cheeks,  when  they  faw  their  mother  lying  on  the  ground  j 
and  they  dill  continued  to  dretch  out  their  arms,  and 
drive  with  alf  their  might  to  get  thro’  the  grate ; fo  that 
at  lad,  the  younged  fainted  away  at  my  feet. 

This  relation  pierc’d  my  very. heart.  I was  (landing  up, 
when  Idedr’d  my  filler  to  let  me  take  a little  breath  and 
lit  down  a little.  She  then  went  on.  Mrs.  Lallm  then 
had  the  child  carried  into  the  open  air,  in  order  that  he 
might  revive.  As  for  me,  I didn’t  dir  from  the  eldefl, 
who  I expedled  would  alfo  fall  in  a fwoon  ; however  he 
did  not.  Y our  fpoufe  being  at  lad  revived  by  the  care  and 
aid  dance  of  the  nuns,  die  delir’d  to  be  carried  to  the  grate. 
>rris  here  you’d  have  melted,  to  fee  and  hear  the  child  and 
his  mother.  As  they  could  not  embrace  one  another,  their 
mouths  feem’d  glued  to  the  grate  that  was  between  them  ; 
and  they  repeated  with  a mod  paflionate  tone  of  voice, 
the  tender  names  of  mother  and  fon . Y our  fpoufe  after- 
wards took  her  child’s  hands,  and  kifs’d  them  a thoufand 
times,  bedewing  them  with  her  tears.  As  die  didn’t  fee 
her  other  fon,  die  enquir’d  very  eagerly  what  was  become 
of  him;  when  1 told  her  that  he  wasoutof  order,  and 
therefore  had  been  carried  into  the  air.  Hearing  my  voice, 
fhe  found  that  die  was  fpeaking  to  me.  Alas  I (ider,  fays 
fhe;  Is  it  you  I fee  and  fpeak  to  ? How  infinitely  I am 
oblig’d  to  you  for  bringing  my  two  children  Does  friend- 
fhip  dill  infpire  you  with  compadion  for  a wretched  wo- 
man ? Seeing  all  die  nuns  about  her,  notwithdanding  the 
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confufion  (lie  was  in,  fhe  neverthelefs  had  the  prefence  of 
mind  to  confider,  that  perhaps  fome  words  might  flip 
from  me  thro'  inadvertency,  which  it  was  not  proper  for 
the  nuns  to  hear;  fo  that  without  giving  me  time  to 
fpeak,  fhe  defir’d  me  to  retire  with  her  children  into  a 
room,  where, fhe  faid,fhe  would  come  to  me  immediately. 

I was  in  doubt,  continued  my  After,  whether  I fhould 
indulge  her  this  fmall  favour ; ’twas  not  but  I was  deeply 
afflicted  to  fee  her  take  on  fo  much,  but  I recolle&ed  that 
I was  in  a convent;  that  ^tis  a kind  of  prifon  in  which 
your  two  fons  might,  perhaps,  be  fhut  up ; in  fine,  that 
it  was  neceflary  I fhould  ufe  the  utmofl  precautions— 
I anfwer’d,  that  I was  oblig’d  to  leave  the  convent  imme- 
diately ; that  I didn’t  dare  to  flay  in  Chaillot  without  I had 
your  permiffion  for  that  purpofe ; and  that  1 would  defire 
your  leave,  to  vifit  her  another  time.  What/  fays  fhe 
with  a flood  of  tears : you  refufe  to  give  me  a moment’s 
hearing  1 you  won’t  indulge  me  the  fatisfadlion  of  em- 
bracing my  children  ? Undoubtedly  my  husband  mufl  have 
forc’d  you  to  be  thus  cruel ; for  alas  ! what  harm  did  I 
ever  do  you,  and  why  fhould  you  hate  me  ? On  the  other 
fide,  your  fon  begg’d  me  fo  earneflly  to  acquiefce  with 
her  defires,  that  I was  upon  the  point  of  yielding. 
While  this  was  doing, Mr s.Lallin  came  back  with  your  fon 
Tommy.  When  your  fpoufe  had  no  fooner  fet  eyes  upon 
that  lady,  but  fhe  fell  again  into  a fwoon.  The  nuns  fee- 
ing the  confufion  this  made  in  the  church,  remov’d  her  in- 
flantly,  in  order  toaflifl  her  in  another  place.  One  of 
thefe  entreated  me  to  retire  into  a little  room,  where  I 
might  difeourfe  her  in  private.  However,  the  fear  I was 
under  of  dipleafing  you,  and  to  expofe  the  children  to  the 
danger  above-mention’d,  prompted  me  to  get  into  the 
coach,  and  return  home  forthwith.  I cou’d  hardly  pre- 
vail with  the  children  to  come  away  with  me,  they  being 
abfolutely  determin’d  to  flay  with  their  mother : infomuch 
that  I was  oblig’d  to  threaten  them  I would  tell, you  of  it ; 
but  this  not  working  upon  their  minds,  I made  the  toot- 
men  force  them  into  the  coach.  To  comfort  them  I pro- 
mis’d to  come  fome  other  time  with  them  to  Chaillot ; 
and  flridlly  enjoin’d  them  not  to  acquaint  you  with  what 
happen’d.  Your  footmen  obferv’d,  fays  (he,  a man,  but 
who  he  is  they  knew  not,  ride  hard  after  us.  He,  at 
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fir  ft,  came  upon  a full  gallop ; but  when  he  was  got  near 
enough  to  know  the  coach,  he  follow’d  it  foftly ; and 
turn’d  back  his  horfe.as  foon  as  we  were  got  into  the  houle. 

My  lifter  look’d  ftedfaftly  upon  me,  as  fhc  ended  her 
relation,  itt  expedition  of  her  hearing  me  fpeak.  I muft 
own  to  you,  fays  I,  that  I am  prodigioufly  aftedted  with 
what  1 have  now  heard.  I know  not  whether  it  be  love 
or  compaflion  ; but ’tis  certain  there  is  lomething  in  my 
heart,  which  ftill  combats  in  my  guilty  wife’s  favour. 
Alas ! how  wretched  is  my  fate ! fays  I,  with  a deep  ligh. 
Moft  men  are  oblig’d  to  ftruggle  with  thcmfelves,  in  order 
to  preferve  their  attedt ion  for  their  wives,  after  they  have 
been  married  but  a few  months ; whereas  1 am  oblig’d  to 
maintain  a perpetual  war  in  my  own  bofom,  and  yet  can- 
not forget  an  infamous  woman  who  has  cover’d  me  with 
fhame ; and  whom  I ought  to  hate  for  a thoufand  renfons  1 
I didn’t  think,  fays  my  fifter,  your  cafe  fo  deplorable  5 
but  fancied  we  were  more  obliged  to  mifs  Cecilia , whofe 
charms,  wefuppos’d,  had  difpell’d  your  melancholy.  I 
won’t,  fays  I,  deny  but  that  file  is  dear  to  me 5 and  this 
you  cannot  doubt  of,  fince  I intend  to  marry  her.  She 
has  fometimes  exhibited  fuch  tranfports  in  my  bofom,  as-, 
methought,  I never  felt  before;  but  I muft  confefs  to 
you,  that  I am  not  able  to  deferibe  what  I feel.  Figure 
to  yourfelf  a man  who  being  loft,  as  it  were,  endeavours 
to  recover  himfelf,  but  cannot  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  that  he  ever  fhall;  and  who  fixes,  thro’ defpair,  up- 
on every  thing  thatfooths  his  afflidfion. 

This  is  the  Tad  image  of  me.  I have  now,  fifter,  fays 
I,  unbofom’d  myfelf  more  to  you  than  I have  done  to 
any  other  perfon.  Nature  inform’d  me  with  too  tender 
a heart.  The  greateft  evil  that  could  poflibly  have  befallen 
me,  was  the  loftng  what  I lov’d.  Perhaps  I fhould  have 
confol’d  myfelf  by  the  fame  reafon  which  made  me  lofe 
her  ; had  I been  capable  at  the  fame  time,  of  extinguifh- 
ing  the  paifion  I have  for  her : but  it  ftill  burns  in  my  bo- 
fom ; tho’,  what  is  a moft  cruel  torment,  I no  longer  pof- 
fefs  the  objedt  of  it.  I languifh’d  for  a long  time,  in  the 
moft  violent  agitations  of  forrows,  the  extremes  of  which 
you  are  utterly  a ftranger  to.  This  excefs  ought  naturally 
to  have  lafted  fo  long  as  life  itfelf;  and  yet  it  lefiened  the 
moment  I began  to  love  Cecilia.  You  are  fenlible  that 
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fhe  is  a charming  creature ; and,  indeed  I was  fuddenly 
ftruck  with  her.  My  heart,  as  I obferv’d  to  you  before, 
was  form’d  for  tendernefs ; it  was  inflam’d  with  her  per- 
fections ; and  the  return  (he  indulg’d  me  of  her  love,  in- 
creas’d mine  to  a prodigious  degree.  Butin  cafe  I judge 
of  all  I have  felt  hitherto  for  her,  by  what  I feel  the  in- 
fant I am  fpeaking  to  you,  and  by  the  perplexity  you 
faw  me  in  yefterday,  I am  obliged  toconfefs,  that  I love 
her  but  very  little ; and  that  the  pafl'ion  which  inclines  me 
to  marry  her,  is  not  fuggefted  by  me,  but  by  another.  I 
don’t  doubt  but  what  I now  fay  will  appear  dark  to  you  r 
however  don’t  defire  me  to  explain  myfelf  farther,  for 
this  would  fill  me  with  the  utmoft  fhame  and  confulion. 
I even  endeavour  to  divert  my  eyes  from  turning  them- 
felves  inward.  I cannot,  nor  will  not  know  myfelf. 

My  filler  was  a woman,  of  very  good  fenfe.  She  per- 
ceiv’d that  1 perhaps  was  going  to  be  replung’d  in  my  for- 
mer forrow,  and  confequently  flood  in  need  of  afupport. 
This  made  her  make  £uch  an  anfweras  I was  far  from  ex- 
peCling5  after  Ihehad  told  me  the abovementioned  particu- 
lars of  my  wife.  I guefs,  laysfhe,  part  of  what  you  explain 
in  lo  myfterious  a manner ; but  continued  to  obferve,  that 
what  affeCtion  foever  I might  ftill  have  for  my  wife,  as 
her  crime  was  of  fuch  a nature,  as  would  nor  fuffer  me 
to  indulge  the  leaft  hopes  of  our  ever  being  reconciled, 
her  opinion  was,  in  cafe  I thought  fit  to  hear  it ; that  I 
ought  to  make  my  court  to  m\£s  Cecilia  more  afliduou fly 
than  ever,  and  not  oppofethe  tender  inclinations  I had  for 
her  ; that  it  matter’d  not  what  it  wa£ that  gave  rife  to  my 
foft  fenfations.  fince  they  were  directed  to  a worthy  ob- 
ject, and  prov’d  an  agreeable  amufement;  that  fhe  had 
obferv’d  a fault  in  me,  viz,,  that  I refin’d  too  much  on  the 
nature  and  principle  of  my  impulfes;  that  a little  more 
fimplicity,  and  lefs  argumentation  were  neceflary,  in 
order  to  make  myfelf  happy ; that  fhe  hadn’t  approv’d 
any  tiling  I had  faid,  fo  much  as  the  refolution  I had  taken 
not  to  ftudy  my  own  mind  fo  much  as  I had  done  j that 
the  uneafinefs  I complain’d  of,  *was  owing  to  my  re- 
flections, rather  than  to  the  natural  dilpofition  of  my 
heart;  and  after  all,  that  fhe  did  not  think  my  prefentcir- 
cumltances  fo  very  unhappy : that,  indeed,  I had  loft  a 
wife  whom  I lov’d  to  diftraCtion  ; but  then,  that  ’twas 
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a great  happinefs  I had  rid  myfelf  of  her,  fince  Hie  was 
fo  unworthy  of  my  efleem ; that  I was  very  happy  in 
being  fo  dear  to  mil's  Cecilia ; that  therefore  I ought  to 
think  of  her  only;  and  be  allur’d,  that  all  my  paft  afflic- 
tions would  be  remov’d,  when  once  I was  pollefs’d  of 

Cecilia,  efpecially  when  we  were  gotfafe  to  England 

Alrho’  I approv’d  part  of  this  advice,  and  wasrefolv’d  to 
follow  it,  it  yet  was  not  capable  of  charming  my  an- 
xiety. At  her  icaving  me,  fhe  ask’d  whether  I Ihould 
approve  of  her  going  to  Cbaillot  again  ? I anfwei’4  that 
flte  might  do  as  flic  pleas’d . 

The  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  word  was  brought  me 
that  a clergyman  was  in  the  parlour,  who  enquir’d  for 
me  by  the  name  of  Cleveland.  Altho’  I was  furpriz’d  to 
hear  a perfon  ask  for  me  by  that  name,  I yet  order’d  him 
to  be  brought  in.  He  told  me  that  he  was  chaplain  to 
the  convent  of  Cbaillot ; and  that  my  wife,  having  ex- 
perienc’d his  probity  and  diferetion,  had  not  fcrupled  to 
let  him  into  our  whole  ftory ; and  that  fhe  had  begg’d 
him  to  conjure  me,  by  all  that  was  holy,  to  let  her  have 
the  latisfa&ion  of  feeing  and  embracing  her  children  ; 
that  (he  might,  indeed,  ceafe  to  be  my  wife,  but  that  it 
was  impodible  for  her  not  to  be  their  mother  ; that  Hie 
waited  with  inexpreflfible  eagernefs  to  fee  them ; that 
flie  wifh’d  I might  be  as  happy  with  my  bride,  as  I con’d 
wilh  to  be,  and  that  fhe  wou’d  do  all  that  ever  lay  in  her 
power  to  promote  myfeicity;  that  in  confequence  of 
this  Hie  would  never  trouble  me  by  her  prefence  or  re- 
proaches; butthat,  in  return  for  the  implicit  fubmiffion 
fhe  had  always  paid  to  my  will,  fhe  beggvd  me  upon  her 
knees,  not  to  deny  her  the  fatisfa&ionof  feeing  her  two- 

children That  as  for  her  having  ask’d  for  me  by 

the  name  of  Cleveland,  this  ought  not  to  give  me 
the  lead  unealinefs;  that  my  wife  having  appointed  a 
perfon  to  follow  my  coach,  a little  after  fhe  was  reco- 
ver’d from  her  fwoon,  which  had  prevented  her  from 
asking  Mrs.  Bridge  where  I liv’d  ; the  footman  whom 
flie  had  fent  after  us,  had  told  it  her  ; but  not  knowing 
I chang’d  my  name,  fhe  therefore  had  me  enquir’d  for 
by  my  real  one;  and  that  he  had  not  heard  any  where 
but  in  my  own  parlour,  that  I did  not  care  to  pafs  for 
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Oliver's  fon,  a circumftance  he  promis’d  not  to  reveal  to- 
any  perfon. 

After  he  had  ended  this  difcourfe,  in  the  moft  polite 
and.  affable  manner,  he  artum’d  a graver  air,  and  as  his 
words  had  (truck  me  fo  far,  that  I was  oblig’d  to  medi- 
tate a moment,  on  the  anfwer  it  would  be  proper  for  me 
to  make  him 3 he  had  time  ro  anticipate  it.  This,  lir, 
lays  he,  is  what  your  wife  defir’d  me  to-  tell  you : I have 
only  repeated  her  own  words,  purfuant  to  the  urgent  or-' 
ders  flie  gave  me.  But  now  l have  declared  her  delire,  give 
me  leave  to  explain  my  felf  with  the  liberty,  which  the 
character  I am  inverted  with  allows  me.  Cou’d  one  pof- 
rtbly  believe,  that  fo  wife,  fo  good  natur’d  a man  as  you 
have  always  appear’d  to  be,  according  even  to  your  wife’s 
defcription,  could  have  taken  fo  unaccountable  a refolu- 
tion,  as  that  you  are  going  to  execute  ? I am  (enfible 
that  a man  of  good  fenfe  may  fometimesbe  deluded  by 
an  irregular  paflion  5 and  may  forfome  time  fwervefrom 
his  duty.  But  then,  to  pafs  all  bounds  to  break  the  mort 
(acred  of  all  ties  ; to  renounce  all  virtue  and  juftice,  is 
what  can  never  be  perpetrated  but  by  a man  whofe  heart 
is  corrupted  very  much  3 and  confequently  all  this  in  a 
man  of  your  chara&er  is  incomprehenrtble.  I know  you 
only,  as  I before  obferv’d,  from  the  character  which 
your  lady  gave  me  of  you.  1 find,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  juft  reafon  die  has  to  complain  of  you,  (he  yet 
does  juftice  to  your  merit.  I am  juftly  perfuaded  that 
you  are  a very  deferving  gentleman  3 the  teftimony  (he 
gives  you,  is  the  higheft  panegyric  on  you  both.  But 
whatufe  do  you  make  of  it?  Where  is  your  good  na- 
ture, when  you  abandon  a woman  that  adores  you  3 and 
whofe  excellent  fenfe,  virtue,  mildnefs,  heighten’d  by  a 
thoufand  natural  graces,  ought  to  have  bound  you  eter- 
nally to  her  ? Where  is  your  wifdo'm  and  judgment, 
when  you  prefer  a woman  to  her,  who  has  no  other  me- 
rit but  what  your  partion  beftows  upon  her  ? This  I judge 
from  my  own  eyes.  I law  her  yefterday  in  Chaillot. 
Heavens ! how  wide  is  the  difference  between  her,  and 
the  perfon  for  whom  you  abandon  her  ? In  fine, 
what  honour  have  you,  when,  notwithftanding  your 
good  fenfe,  you  yet  make  your  felf  a flave  toaftiameful 
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patfion,  and  expofe  your  felf  to  the  raillery  of  all  who 
know  you  ? 

I was  for  interrupting  this  injurious  harangue,  which 
appear’d  to  me  equally  irrational  and  impolite.  But  he 

went  on  with  the  fame  warmth But  a moment  or 

two  more,  fir,  fays  he,  I have  but  a word  or  two  to  fay, 
and  as  ’tis  not  probable,  that  I fhall  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  you  often,  I fhall  enjoy  this  fatisfadfcion,  viz.. 
that  I have  done  my  duty ; and  left  fuch  hints  with  you, 
as  are  worthy  of  being  confider’d.  Hitherto,  I have  on- 
ly taken  notice  of  fuch  particulars  in  your  conduct,  as 
are  repugnant  to  reafon  and  moral  honefty  ; but  d’ye 
think  it  does  not  interfere  equally  with  confidence  and 
religion  ? By  what  right,  and  upon  what  pretence,  do 
you  think  to  diffolve  the  holy  ties  of  marriage  ? I don’t 
know  what  religion  you  profefs  ; but  are  the  laws  of 
any  fo  deteftable,  to  authorize  the  violation  of  an  oath, 
when  your  wife  has  kept  ftridtly  to  hers  ? I am  fenfible 
that  fhe  was  fo  weak  as  tofign  an  inftrument  of  divorce, 
which  I told  her  fhe  ought  not  to  have  done.  The  only 
anfwer,  fhe  made,  was,  that  fhe  did  it  in  confequence 
of  the  refolution  fhe  had  made,  to  prove  to  you,  fo  long 
as  (lie  lives  (by  her  obedience  and  fubm'flion)  that  ihe 
does  not  deferve  the  treatment  (he  has  met  with  from  you. 
’Tis  plain,  that  this  excefs  of  good  nature  does  not  ju- 
stify her.  But  you  are  infinitely  more  unjuft,  for  thus 
prefuming  to  plunge  your  felf  into  guilt,  without  the 
leaffc  fhadow  of  reafon,  except  it  be  that  of  a wild,  abo- 
minable pa  ffion.  This,  fir,  added  he,  is  what  I thought 
my  felf  oblig’d  to  tell  you  for  Mrs.  Cleveland's  fake ; 
and  as  we  are  alone,  I imagin’d  it  wou’dn’t  be  imper- 
tinence in  me.  I have,  indeed,  deliver’d  myfelf  with 
the  utmoft  freedom,  and  wifii  it  may  produce  a hap- 
py effetft.  All  that  remains,  is,  for  you  to  acquaint 
me  with  your  will  and  pleafure,  with  regard  to  the 
principal  affair  which  engag’d  me  to  trouble  you  with 
a vifit. 

Notwithfianding  I was  highly  fhock’d  at  what  hefaid ; 
and  that  confidering  how  affairs  flood  between  my  wife 
and  me,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  look  upon  all  he  had  fpoke, 
as  very  injurious  and  abfurd  : 1 neverthelefs  fhould  have 

argued  upon  ieveral  particulars  he  had  mention’d  to  me, 

had 
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had  they  been  utter’d  to  me  by  any  perfon  but  an  ecclefi- 
aftick : but  the  remembrance  of  what  had  fo  lately  paft  be- 
tween myfelfand  the  jefuit,  raifed  the  ftrongeft  fufpicions 
in  my  mind.  Notwithftanding  my  perplexity,  I yet  was 
fo  much  matter  of  my  temper,  as  to  content  myfelf  with 
anfwering  the  chaplain,  that  I would  pardon  him  for  em- 
ploy ing  fo  many  inveCtives ; that  in  cafe  he  was  fo  much 
in  my  wife’s  confidence,  as  he  declar’d  himfelf  to  be;  he 
ought  to  accufe  her  for  having  given  him  but  a very  im- 
perfect account  of  matters,  which  confequently  fhew’d 
but  little  efteem  and  confidence ; that  in  cafe  fhe  would 
open  herfelf  more,  (he  cou’d  inform  him  of  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  as  wou’d  very  much  leflen  what  he  call’d  his  zeal ; 
and  plainly  fhew  him  that  my  condudt  was  more  honour- 
able, rational  and  religious  than  he  fuppos’d  it  to  be.  As 
to  the  requeft  with  regard  to  my  children,  I promis’d  to 
fend  them  fometimes  to  Chciillot ; not  being  fo  unreason- 
able as  to  deny  them  thefatisfaCfcion'of  feeing  their  mo- 
ther fometimes.  He  defir’d  the  favour  to  fee  and  em- 
brace them,  in  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  had  lent  him, 
which  I immediately  granted. 

It  was  impoflible  for  me  to  banifh  the  reflections 
which  occurr’d  after  he  was  gone.  I recolleCtcd,  invo- 
luntarily as  it  were,  the  moft  infignificant  expreflion  in 
his  difeourfe  and  my  anfwers.  The  only  point  I ima- 
gin’d I had  clearly  difeover’d,  among  the  feveral  obfeure 
reproaches  he  had  made  me,  was,  the  character  of  the 
lady  I intended  to  marry.  I did  not  doubt  but  this  wo- 
man, whofe  merit  he  declar’d  to  be  fo  vaftly  inferior  to 
that  of  my  wife;  and  whom  he  faid  he  had  feen  at  Chnil- 
lot,  was  Mrs.  Lxllin,  who,  in  all  probability,  my  wife 
imagin’d  I was  going  to  marry,  i cou’dn’tbutfmile  at 
the  miftake.  But  as  what  the  chaplain  added  afterwards 
wasamyftery  to  me,  all  I concluded,  was,  that  this  was 
wholly  an  artifice  of  my  wife’s;  who,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  her  reputation  in  the  convent,  endeavour’d  to  dif- 
guife  her  ill  conduCt,  and  to  throw  the  whole  blame  of 
our  feparation  upon  me.  ’Tho’  ’twas  but  natural  that 
fhe  fhould  aCt  is  this  manner,  after  having  been  fo  vile  as 
I fuppos’d  her,  I yet  v/as  highly  offended  with  her  upon 
that  account.  However,  this  reflection  leflen’d  the  unea- 
flnefs  I before  felt  upon  my  wife’s  account.  What 
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engths,  would  I fay  to  myfelf,  won’t  that  woman  go, 
who  has  violated  her  conjugal  fidelity  ! One  crime 
Iraws  many  after  it.  My  wife  was  upright,  fincere,  and 
ncapable  of  dififembling  3 and  now  (he  is  the  very  reverfe. 
Shehasdilhonour’d  herfelf  in  a moft  fcandalous  manner, 
ind  yet  fhe  would  be  look’d  upon  as  innocent.  Perfidi- 
ous woman ! who  would  have  believ’d  that  fo  vile  a 
heart  lodg’d  in  thy  bread  ! By  what  indications  dial]  we 
henceforward  know, that  a woman  is  modeft, fincere,  ten- 
der and  virtuous  ? After  having  made  thefe  reflexions,  I 
return’d  to  the  park,  in  order  to  Tooth  my  mind  as  ufual, 
in  the  company  of  dear  Cecilia.  The  impreflion  I dill  re- 
tain’d of  what  now  happen’d,  made  me  vent  a deep  ligh 
as  1 enter’d  the  room  where  fhe  was.  That  amiable  crea- 
ture undoubtedly  Taw  into  the  tumults  of  my  foul,  and 
in  ail  probability  guefs’d  the  caufe  of  them  5 but  then  fhe 
was  convinced  that  I lov’d  her  dearly,  and  fhe  herfelf  was 
paflionately  fond  of  me.  She  receiv’d  me  as  an  endearing 
but  lick  lover,  who  flood  in  need  of  her  tendernefs  and 
indulgence.  She  would  fometimes  look  upon  me  with 
a troubled  and  languifhing  air : on  which  occafion  I could 
read  in  her  eyes,  all  the  tender  impulfes  of  her  foul;  and 
ftrengthened,  in  fome  fneafure,  by  the  tcftimony  fhe 
gave  of  her  companion.  I thank’d  her  kindly  for  it,  as 
being  fo  well  adapted  to  check  the  violence  of  my  dif- 
eafe. 

While  thefe  things  were  doing,  Mr.  R was  la- 

bouring inceflantly  to  procure  a divorce  for  me.  This  he 
had  propos’d  to  the  confiflory  at  Charenton ; and  not with- 
ftanding  the  proteftants  were  treated  with  fo  much  feveri- 
ty  in  France , as  to  be  daily  difpoflefs’d  of  one  or  more 
of  their  privileges ; he  yet  had  found  fo  much  credit 
with  the  elders,  as  to  prevail  over  their  fears,  and  make 
them  confent  to  receive  my  petition.  Theday  was  even 
appointed,  for  receiving  the  depofitions  of  the  witnefles. 
My  fifter-in-law,  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lallin,  and  my 
head  fervants,  were  to  be  examin’d  by  the  commiflio- 
ners,  and  after  fuch  unanimous  and  pofitive  depofitions, 
it  was  fuppos’d  that  a divorce  wou’d  be  immediately 
granted.  ’Twas  undoubtedly  heaven  which  put  a flop  to 
this  blind  proieX.  at  a time  when  one  would  have  ima- 
g'  ii’d,  nothing  could  have  prevented  its  being  put  in  exe- 
cution. 
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cution.  I myfelf  wifh’d  to  have  it  Toon  ended  ; not  hut 
that  l was  always  tortur’d  with  uneafinelfes  and  fears, 
which  a perfon  of  a fearful  mind  wou’d,  perhaps,  have 
look’d  upon  as  fo  many  bad  omens ; but  I was  perfuaded, 
agreeable  to  my  lifter’s  motion,  that  nothing  could  difpel 
the  gloom  with  which  my  mind  was  clouded,  but  my 
marriage  with  Cecilia.  Befides,  her  charms  continued  to 
have  the  fame  power  on  my  foul  5 or  that  in  cafe,  as  1 had 
obferv’d  to  my  lifter,  it  were  poftible  this  lovely  creature 
had  not  infpir’d  me  with  love ; I yet  was  fenfible  to  all 
the  tranfports  of  a genuine  palfion. 

But  now  the  day  appointed  by  theconfiftory  for  hearing 
the  depolitions  of  the  feveral  witneftes  was  come.  The 
morning  of  this  fatal  day,  word  was  brought  me,  that  a. 
canon  of  St.  Cloud , whole  name  was  Audiger,  with  whom 
I was  a little  acquainted, defil’d  very  earneftly  to  fpeak  wtih 
me ; and  that  he  had  an  unknown  perfon  along  with  him, 
who  appear’d  to  be  no  lefs  urgent  to  fee  me.  i was  alone 
in  my  room,  fitting  on  a couch,  where  I was  revolving 
with  forrow  the  feveral  particulars  which  were  to  be  tranl- 
a£ted  that  afternoon ; and  this  reflection  having  increas’d 
my  habitual  melancholy,  ever  fince  the  morning ; 1 or- 
der’d my  fervants  to  deny  me  to  every  body.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  having  fome  refpedt  for  Mr.  Audiger , he  being  a 
man  of  excellent  fenfe,  and  a perfon  of  great  merit,  I 
bid  the  fervant  introduce  him  to  me  in  the  room  where  I 
then  was.  Accordingly  he  was  brought  in  with  the  un- 
known perfon.  Excufe,  Sir,  fays  he  to  me,  my  being 
fo  troubleiome ; I fhould  not  have  infilled  upon  feeing 
you,  after  I found  by  fome  words  that  your  fev  vant  di  opt, 
that  you  were  determin’d  not  to  have  any  perfon  admitted 
to  you  ; but  I had  piomis’d,  at  the  requeft  of  an  intimate 
friend  of  mine,  to  introduce  this  gentleman  to  you,  who 
hasaffairsof  very  great  confequence  to  communicate  to 
you  j I then  defil’d  them  to  fit  down,  when  I call’d  to 
mind,  that  I had  feen  this  ftranger  fomewhere:  but  a 
handkerchief  which  he  held  before  his  mouth,  as  tho’  he 
had  got  the  tooth-ach  ; and  a large  pcrriwig  which  hid  a 
great  part  of  his  face,  prevented  me  from  immediately 
recollecting  who  he  was.  Befides,  I fhould  have  been 
equally  aftonilh’d,  had  he  not  difguis’d  himfelf  in  this 
manner  j and  could  fcarce  have  believ’d,  that  a wretch 
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whom  I fuppos'd  to  be  dead;  and  who,  fora  thoufand 
reaions,  ought  to  have  fhun’d  my  prefence  in  cafe  he  were 
living;  cou’d  appear  before  me  with  fo  much  feeming 
tranquility  of  mind,  at  a time  when  I fo  little  expected 
him. 

As  Toon  as  hewasfeated,  he  ditcover’d  his  face  to  me, 
when  I prefently  knew  him.  Neverthelefs,  the  impro- 
bability of  his  being  the  perfon  I took  him  for;  and  the 
vaft  furprize  which  the  fight  of  him  threw  me  into, 
made  me  fiill  doubtful  for  a moment.  A thoufand  tumul- 
tuous emotions  were  rifing  in  my  foul,  when  he  himfelf 
declared  who  he  was.  Your  eyes,  fays  he  to  me  in  Eng - 
lijl)  (in  order  that  the  canon  might  not  underftand  him) 
were  not  miftaken ; I am  Gclin.  I difguis’d  myfelf  in 
this  manner,  in  order  to  get  myfelf  introduc’d  to  you,  un- 
difcover’d  by  your  family.  I beg  therefore  that  we  may 
talk  matters  over  calmly  ; and  in  cafe  you  are' a man  of 
honour,  you  won’t  fufter  me  to  be  infulted  under  your 
roof.  You  hate  me,  fays  he,  with  a refolute  tone  of 
voice ; a circumftance  I don’t  wonder  at ; for  I have  done 
all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  incur  your  hatred  ; and,  in- 
deed, I am  not  come  hither  with  a defign  of  fuing  for 
your  friendfhip;  I now  appear  before  you,  only  to  com- 
plete themeafure  of  my  iniquity.  I feduc’d  your  wife, 
murther’d  your  brother  my  good  friend,  and  am  now 
refolv’d  either  to  take  away  your  life,  or  lofe  my  own; 
and  therefore  enjoin  you  to  meet  me  {word  in  hand,  and 
to  appoint  the  time  and*  place. 

Thefe  furious  words  check’d  the  marksof  aftonifhment 
which  I undoubtedly  difeover’d  when  he  firft  appear’d 
before  me;  but  now  I was  fo  ftrongly  enflam’d  with 
rage,  that  I was  going  torufh  from  my  feat,  and  punifii 
him  for  his  abominable  crimes.  Neverthelefs,  after  a 
moment’s  refled  ion,  I confider’d  that  as  I was  unarm’d,  I 
very  eafily  might  come  off  by  the  worft.  Nor  was  there 
need  of  deliberating  on  his  challenge,  for  neither  honour 
or  reafon  would  permitof  my  accepting  it;  and  I con- 
fider’d that  I ought  to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiflrate,  whole  bufinefs  it  was  to  punifh  him  for  his 
horrid  villany.  Ail  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  get  this 
infamous  wretch  feiz’d;  fori  did  not  doubt  but*he  had 
piftols  about  him  for  his  own  fecurity,  befides  a long 
Vol.  II.  M fword 
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fword  which  he  leem’d  to  wear  merely  for  fhow  fake.  I 
continu’d  filent  for  fome  moments,  revolving  how  I 
might  beft  feize  upon  him ; and  conlidering  what  could  be 
the  reafon  why  he  Ihould  delire  to  take  away  my  life.  His 
impatient  fury  difeover’d  itfelf  in  all  his  motions ; when 
he  urged  me  to  give  him  an  anfwer;  adviling  me,  with 
malicious  raillery,  to  accept  of  his  challenge,  both  for 
my  own  fecurity  and  honour.  At  laft  I was  determin’d  j 
and  how  greatly  foever  I might  always  abhor  artifice,  I yet 
refolv’d  to  make  ufe  of  it  upon  this  occafion.  I told  him, 
in  order  that  he  might  explain  himfelf  farther,  that  I cou’d 
not  think  of  any  reafon  he  cou’d  have  to  hate  me,  and 
that  any  other  man  but  he  would  have  look’d  upon  me 
with  another  eye,  after  the  high  injury  he  had  done  me, 
and  the  many  favours  I had  indulg’d  him ; however, 
that  I accepted  of  the  opportunity  he  gave  me  of  pu- 
nifhing  all  his  crimes ; and  that  I would  not  fuflfer  him  to 
efcape;  but  that  in  order  to  keep  my  fervants  from  fuf- 
pe&ing  any  thing,  it  would  be  nccelfary  for  us,  as  he 
had  defil’d  at  his  coming  in,  not  to  make  the  leaft  noife, 
but  to  alfume  an  unruffled  countenance.  1 ask’d  him  whe- 
ther Mr.  Audiger  knew  any  thing  of  the  bufinefs  he  was 
come  about  ? he  allur’d  me  he  did  not,  upon  which  I in- 
vited them  both  tobreakfaft  with  me,  and  they  accepted 
of  my  invitation. 

I thereupon  call’d  one  of  my  fervants,  whom  I imme- 
diately order’d  to  prepare  breakfaft.  1 had  advanc’d  fo 
far  towards  the  door,  that  I had  an  opportunity  of  whif- 
pering  to  my  fervant  that  I wanted  help ; and  that  my  life 
was  in  danger,  in  cafe  I was  not  favour’d  with  immedi- 
ate fuccour  j and  therefore  I bid  him  order  all  the  fervants 
to  come  up  well  arm’d.  Such  an  order  as  this,  which  > 
polfibly  might  be  given  with  an  air  of  confulion.  could 
not  but  alarm  the  whole  family  in  an  inftant.  My  fer- 
vants were  difpers’d  up  and  down  j and  the  hurry  of  i 
getting  them  together  was  fo  great,  that  thofe  in  the  park 
had  notice  of  it.  The  ladies  heard  the  danger  I was  in ; 
and  their  affection  increaling  the  fear  with  which  they 
were  feiz’d,  they  imagin’d  that  I had  been  alfallinated. 
Cecilia  trembled  moll  for  my  life  and  thereby  forgot, 
that  it  was  of  the  higheft  confequence,  not  to  let  it  be 
known  that  Ihe  was  in  my  houfe.  She  ran,  with  the 
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women  after  her,  and  got  to  the  flair  foot  before  the  fer- 
vants  were  come  with  their  weapons.  Gelin  had,  per- 
haps, miftrufted  fomething  upon  feeing  me  whifper  the 
footman;  but  heating  a noife,  and  hearing  Mifs  Cecilia  call 
aloud  for  me,  he  did  nor  doubt  but  I intended  to  feize  him. 
Immediately  he  was  fir’d  with  rage,  when  he  drew  his 
fword  as  quick  as  lightning,  and  made  a thruftat  me. 
However,  I had  the  good  fortune  to  parry  it;  but  as  I 
rofc  from  my  chair  in  order  to  by  hold  of  him  ; he  threw 
me  on  the  couch  which  flood  juft:  by,  and  run  his  fword 
twice  thro’  my  body ; fo  that  1 now  lay  on  my  back,  the 
blood  ftreaming  from  my  body.  The  canon,  who,  per- 
haps, had  endeavour’d  to  feize  upon  the  affaflin,  but 
mifs’d  him  twice,  catch’d  hold  of  his  arm  juft  as  he  was 
going  to  make  the  third  thruft.  The  fword  fell  to  the 
ground,  androl’d  to  fomediftance  from  the  bed  ; which 
Gelin  feeing,  he  did  not  offer  to  take  it  up,  but  pulling  a 
brace  of  piftols  out  of  his  pocket,  he  prefented  them, 
and  endeavour’d  to  run  down  ftairs. 

The  reader  may  fuppofe,  that  all  I have  juft  now  re- 
lated was  done  in  an  inftant.  Cecilia  was  got  very  near 
to  the  door,  when  Gelin  pufh  d her  with  fo  much  vio- 
lence, that  he  had  like  to  have  thrown  her  down ; but  re- 
covering herfelf,  fhe  came  into  my  room,  the  tears 
gufhing  from  her  eyes.  Here  the  firft  thing  fhe  faw, 
was  Gelin’s  fword  all  bloody.  She  laid  hold  of  it,  when 
not  doubting,  but  that  the  canon  who  ftood  by  the  bed 
fide,  and  was  aftifting  me,  had  contributed  to  my  death, 
or  was  killing  me ; fhe  advanced  towards  him  with  the 
point,  in  order  to  run  him  thro’ the  body.  I don’t  know 
how  he  came  to  be  fo  happy  as  to  efcape  her,  but  he 
turn’d  about  fo  fuddenly,  that  at  the  fii  ft  pufh,  the  fword 
only  run  thro’  his  gown ; but  fhe  ftill  continued  to  thruft 
at  him,  and  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  ward  them  all.  As 
I ftill  had  all  my  fenfes  about  me,  l begg’d  her  in  a faint 
voice  to  fpare  him,  but  this  feem’d  only  to  exafperate  her 
the  more.  However,  by  good  luck  for  the  canon,  fome 
of  thefervants  came  to  his  fuccour.  Bring  was  at  their 
head,  who  had  feiz’d  Gelin  notwithftanding  the  great  rc- 
iiftancc  he  made.  That  villain,  feeing  nine  or  ten  men 
arm’d  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs,  had  threatned  to  fhoot 
the  firft  man  through  the  head,  who  fhould  prefume  to 
M z flop 
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flop  him.  But  Dring  who  was  a very  bold  man,  made 
him  no  manner  of  anfwer,  but  running  to  him,  and  pre- 
fenting  a piftol,  bid  him  laydown  his  i which  difcon- 
certed  Gelin  to  fuch  a degree,  that  he  fufter’d  himfelf  to 
be  feiz’d.  After  this  he  was  very  eafily  dilarm’d,  and  four 
of  my  fervants  held  him  faft. 

Bring  was  furpriz’d  at  his  coming  into  the  room,  to 
feeMifs  Cecilia  running  at  Mr.  Audiger ; and  feeing  me 
wounded  and  ftretch’d  on  the  bed,  he  alfo  imagin’d  that 
the  good  canon  was  one  of  the  aflaffms ; and  fo  far  from 
endeavouring  to  aflift  him,  methought  I could  fee  by  his 
uncertainty,  that  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  feen 
him  punifh’d  by  the  hands  of  a woman ; and  indeed,  had 
he  really  been  guilty,  no  kind  of  punifhment  would 
have  fuited  better  for  an  ecclefiaftick.  I thereupon  bid 
them  take  the  fword  out  of  Cecilia'^  hand,  which  (he  de- 
liver’d at  once,  and  coming  up  to  me,  gave  me  the  fond- 
eft  marks  of  her  affiidtion.  My  lifter,  Mrs.  Lallin , and 
my  niece  came  in  at  the  fame  time,  and  beganto  view  my 
wounds.Immf  diately  a furgeon  was  fent  for  from  St. Cloudy 
who  being  come,  and  probing  my  wounds,  found  they 
were  both  dangerous,  but  could  not  fay  whether  they 
were  mortal.  What,  however,  gave  him  the  bell:  hopes, 
was,  to  find  me  fo  calm  and  eafy,  notwithftanding  I had 
‘loft:  fo  much  blood. 

The  fending  for  the  furgeon  from  St.  Cloud,  prov’d  of 
fatal  confequence  to  theaftaffm.  I had  given  orders  for 
his  being  fecur’d  very  carefully,  intending  to  have  him 
brought  into  my  room,  as  foon  as  my  wounds  Ihould  be 
drefs’d ; and  to  ask  him  the  reafons,  why  he  had  perpe- 
trated fo  horrid  a crime.  But  the  footman  who  was  fent  ' 
to  St.  Cloud,  not  having  been  order’d  to  keep  the  affair  a 
fecret,  had  told  it  to  every  body.  Soon  after  this  it  got 
to  the  ears  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  place;  who 
immediately  fent  their  officers,  and  thefe  took  him  from 
.my  houfe,  and  carried  him  to  prifon.  My  wounds  were 
drelfing  at  that  time;  and  as  the  people  about  us,  were  < 
not  willing  to  give  me  the  leaft  uneafinefs  in  the  condi- 
tion I was  in ; they  therefore  didn’t  take  a word  of  notice 
to  me  about  it.  Jfowever,  I did  not  approve  of  what 
they  had  done,  when  1 was  told  that  the  wrench  had  been 
carried  to  prifon  i for  befides,  that  I Ihould  have  had  the 
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generofity  to  forgive  him;  I found  myfelf  fruftrated  by 
this  means,  of  knowing  what  had  prompted  him  to 
commit  this  wicked  deed.  Mr . Atuliger,  who  was  now 
reconcil’d  with  Mils  Cecilia , and  of  whom  I ask’d  fevcral 
particulars  with  regard  to  this  fad  incident;  protefted  to 
me  that  he  had  never  feen  Gelin  before  that  day ; and  that 
he  had  brought  him  merely  at  the  requeft  of  the  chaplain 
of  Chaiilot ; who  had  defir’d  that  favour  of  him  by  letter. 
This  recommendation  certainly  fhew’d,  that  my  wife 
ftill  kept  up  a correfpondence  with  Gelin ; but  altho’  I 
could  not  aicribe  her  profeffing,  notwithftanding  this,  to 
lead  a holy  life,  to  any  thing  but  the  moft  deteftable  hy- 
pocrify  ; I yet  could  not  carry  my  fufpicions  fo  far,  as  to1 
think  fhe  had  any  hand  in,  or  the  lcaft  knowledge  of,  the 
barbarous  a&ion  I have  juft  now  related.  She,  in  that 
cafe,  did  I fay.  could  not  be  a woman,  but  a deteftable-; 
monfterand  fury.  I thereupon  endeavour’d  tobanifh  this 
thought,  as  tho’  it  would  have  been  criminal  in  one  to  en- 
tertain it.  It  had  even  made  me  fhudder,  in  a manner, 
the  firft  time  it  occurr’dto  my  imagination.  Neverthe- 
lefs  it  would  ftill  prefent  itfelf,  tho’  I did  my  utmoft  to 
keep  it  out.  My  lifter  took  notice  that  I was  very  un- 
eafy  at  fomething,  which  made  her  ask  me  what  it  was  ? 

What  conftru&ion,  fays  I,  can  you  put  on  Gelin' s 

correfpondence  with  the  chaplain  of  Chaiilot  ? Is  it  pof- 
fible  that  my  wife  cou’d  be  fo  bafe  ? - I did  not  dare  to 
goon;  but  my  fifter  knew  what  I hinted  at;  fhe  threw 
her  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  did  not  dare  to  make  a word 
of  anfwer;  upon  which  I defir’d  her  to  fpeak  her 
thoughts.  This  fhe  at  laft  did,  but  with  the  utmoft  re- 
lu£hnce,  when  (lie  confefs’d  to  me,  that  Mrs.  Lallin,  Ce- 
cilia, and  herfelf,  had  the  fame  apprehenfion  as  I,  fince 
they  had  heard  the  particulars  Mr.  Audiger  related.  This 
cruel  confirmation  of  a doubt,  which  I at  firft  look’d  up- 
on as  a crime,  made  a mortal  impreflion  on  my  heart.  I 
felt  the  tears,  as  tho’  they  had  been  of  fire,  run  down  my 
cheeks.  Heaven ! fays  I,  thou  now  compleateft  the 
meafureof  my  woe.  Barbarous  Fanny ! alas!  what  have  I 
done  ? All  that  is  wanting  to  complete  thy  pleafure  and 
thy  iniquity,  is,  to  ftab  my  heart’  Cecilia  was  prefent, 
who,  fo  far  from  being  offended  at  my  complaints,  I 
plainly  faw  by  her  eyes, that  they  afte&ed  her  prodigiously. 
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.$las  ! Cecilia,  fays  I,  looking  mournfully  at  her ; your 
kindnefs  only  can  give  me  consolation.  I fhould  hate  life, 
tvhich  the  treacherous  Gelin  and  my  more  cruel  wife,  en- 
deavour’d to  deprive  me  of,  had  I not  the  fweet  affurance 
of  leading  a mod  delicious  one  with  you. 

Her  father,  who  had  got  that  day  nominated  for  the 
commiffioners  to  meet,  and  to  take  the  depofitkms  of  the 
witneffes,  arriv'd  early  in  the  morning  at  Cbarentony 
but  was  very  much  furpriz’d  not  to  fee  my  family  there, 
at  the  hour  appointed ; and  therefore  he  came  to  my 
houfe  at  night,  when  he  heard  the  fatal  accidents  which 
had  happen’d.  In  his  paflion,  he  refolv’d  to  have  Gelin 
profecuted  with  the  greateft  rigour  ; and  to  trace  the 
horrid  action  he  had  committed  as  far  as  pofiible,  in  or- 
der to  difeover  all  his  accomplices.  I endeavour’d  to  foften 
his  rage,  by  telling  him  that  I dreaded  too  much  to  know, 
what  I defir’d  to  be  for  ever  ignorant  of.  Befides,  fays  I, 
confider  that  it  afte£ts  my  honour.  Wou’d  you  advife 
me  to  blaze  my  own  feame,  and  by  that  means,  perhaps, 
make  my  infamous  wife  die  by  the  hands  of  the  common, 
executioner  ? She  does  not,  indeed  deferve  a better  fate  ; 
but  then,  I ought  to  facrificemy  own  refentments  toher 
father’s  memory ; to  my  own  honour,  and  even  yours, 
fince  you  have  CQnfented  that  I fhould  marry  your 
daughter.  I therefore,  fays  I,  approve  fo  little  of  your 
advice, that  I on  the  contrary,  entreat  you  to  employ  your 
credit  and  that  of  your  friends  to  flop  Gelin' s profecuti- 
on,  and  tofavehim,  tho’  he  is  fo  unworthy  to  live.  JTwas  ! 
upon  this  account  I fo  earneftly  defil  ’d  to  fpeak  with  you. 
The  dutchefs  of  Orleans  is  daily  expedted,  only  prevail 
with  the  judges  to  delay  the  prolecution  ’till  fee  is  come, 
and  I don’t  doubt  but  her  highnefs  will  indulge  me  in 

whatever  favour  I feallask.  Mr.  R approv’d  ofthefe 

reafons  ; and  going  to  St.  Cloud,  he  got  the  profecution 
poftpon’d  ’till  the  dutchefs’s  return ; but  cou’d  not  fo 
eafily  be  admitted  to  fee  Gelin  in  prifon.  I had  defir’d 
him  to  requeft  this  favour  of  the  judges ; and  to  do  all  that 
lay  in  his  power,  to  make  Ge/i»confefs$  but  he  was  not 
permitted  to  fee  him.  However,  I was  very  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  favour  he  had  obtain’d ; and  to  hear  from 
him  that  the  dutchefs  would  come  before  ’twas  long  5 be- 
ing the  greateft  part  of  her  baggage  arriv’d  at  the  palace. 
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And  indeed,  (lie  came  two  days  after,  with  the  whole 
court.  This  we  knew  by  the  ringing  of  the  bells,  and 
other  teftimonies  of  publick  joy ; for  this  excellent  prin- 
cefs  was  fo  univerfally  belov’d,  that  every  one  was  ex- 
tremely forry,  when  fhe  was  abfent.  Pleafures  were  ne- 
ver tailed  but  when  fhe  was  prefent  ; but  alas ! flic  was 
to  tafle  but  few  more  in  this  world,  for  her  life  was  now  ’ 
drawing  to  a period.  How  frail  is  human  grandeur  1 la 
the  bloom  of  youth,  but  one  remove  from  the  throne, 
jnthemiddof  delights,  and  a profufion  of  all  things  that 
can  make  life  delicious;  fhe  was  a few  days  after  this,  to- 
fee  all  thefe  things  torn  from  her;  and  ferve  as  an  ex- 
ample to  thofe  who  lay  too  much  drefs  on  the  advantages 
of  high  birth  and  riches.  Her  return  was  not  only  fatal 
to  herfelf,  for  Cecilia  was  included  in  the  fame  fad  decree, 
which  fnatch’d  her  out  of  the  world;  and  if  this  illudri- 
ous  princefs  ferv’d  as  a memento  to  thofe  who  are  too 
fond  of  the  fading  glories  of  this  world ; Cecilia , was  a 
dreadful  one  to  all  fuch  as  fet  too  high  a value  on  the  lovely 
gifts  of  nature,  and  the  charms  of  beauty,  I.  only,  who. 
For  fo  many  years  had  been  the  fport  of  fortune;  after 
having  pad  thro’  a feries  of  calamities,  was  dedin’d,  at  a 
time  when  I lead  expe&ed  it,  to  be  happy  beyond  imagi- 
nation. iiut  then  I was  doom’d  to  a long  courfe  of  dif- 
fering, before  I cou’d*  attain  to  this  felicity  ; and.purfuant 
to  the  ufual  courfe  of  my  fate,  my  blifs  was  to  cod  me 
dear,  after  podeffing  it  but  a few  moments. 


BOOK  VIII. 


TH  E tragical  death  of  the  dutchefs  of  Orleans , threw 
the  whole  kingdom  into  the  deeped  affliction. 
This  is  not  faying  enough,  ail  Europe  mourned  on  that 
occafion,  and  I may  judly  affirm,  that  no  one  was  more 

f riev’d  upon  that  account,  than  my  felf.  This  princefs 
ad  been  long  at  variance  with  her  contort,  occadon’d  by 
the  Chevalier  de  Lorain , whofe  hido;  y is  fo  well  known, 
that  I need  not  take  notice  of  it  in  this  place.  Fame 
added,  that  this  domedic  mifunderdanding  was  greatly 
increas’d,  by  the  frequent  vidcsthe  French  King  paid  his 
M 4 . fitter- 
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fifter-in-law.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  tho’ of  a feeble  con- 
ftitution,  was  yet  animated  with  very  ftrong  paffions, 
fo  that  he  grew  jealous  of  her  5 and  the  voyage  which 
her  Grace  his  confort  had  made  juft  before  to  England , 
m order  to  have  an  interview  i ft  that  country  with  King 
Charles  and  the  duke  of  York  her  brothers,  very  much  j 
heightned  the  fatal  fufpicions  of  her  husband.  Her  bloom 
of  youth,  and  her  exquifite  beauty,  were  circumftances  . 
no  ways  adapted  to  weaken  theimpreflion  they  made. 
Neverthelefs,  the  only  deiign  of  this  voyage,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  myfterious  conftrudfions  which  were  put 
upon  it,  was  to  ftrengthen  the  intereft  of  France  by  it3 
uniting  with  England ; and  accordingly  a treaty  was  con- 
cluded between  the  two  crowns,  which  declared  war  a- 
gainft  the  united  provinces.  But  what  is  not  jealoufy 
capable  of  / This  difeafe,  all  the  fymptoms  of  which 
are  fo  furious,  rouzes  every  faculty  of  the  foul,  and  pre- 
pares it  for  the  blackeft  defigns,  and  the  moll  enormous 
crimes.  It  eclipfes  the  judgment,  or  at  leaft  darkens  it 
very  much.  It  difguifes  every  objedt  $ reprefents  inno- 
cence and  virtue  under  the  image  of  guilt  and  deceit ; and 
the  moft  virtuous  conduct  pafies  for  infidelity.  Is  not  . 
this  afifertion  prov’d  by  the  fuvprizing  change  this  filly  1 
paflion  wrought  in  the  heart  of  the  unhappy  Fanny  ? 
9Twas  on  fuch  foundations  astheie  the  publick  did  not 
doubt  but  that  the  too  amiable  ^utchefs  of  Orleans  had  1 
been  poifon’dl  This  is  faid  to  have  occafion’d  her 
death  ; but  furely  nothing  can  be  more  unjuft,  than  to  I 
affirm  things  the  truth  of  which  we  know  but  imper-  ■ 
fedlly. 

All  I can  fay  on  this  occafion  is,  that  her  Grace’s  hid- 
den death  depriv’d  me  of  the  only  protection  I could  I 
boaft  of  in  that  court.  The  jefuit,  whofe  vifits  I had  i 
admitted  merely  out  of  refpedt  to  that  princefs,  had  now  i 
no  further  obftacle  left,  to  prevent  his  executing  the  j 
vengeance  he  meditated.  ’Twas  indeed  a very  cruel  one,  j 
but  then  it  produced  a felicity  I fhould  never  have  enjoy’d, 
had  it  not  been  for  an  unforefeen  accident. 

The  wounds  which  the  perfidious  Gelin  had  given  me, 
were  not  mortal ; and  as  I was  in  the  hands  of  a very  able  \ 
furgeon,  I did  not  doubt  of  a fpeedy  cure.  Mr.  de  R. 
had  not  laidafide  his  deiign  of  getting  me  divorc’d  from 
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Fanny,  in  order  that  I might  be  united  with  his  lovely 
daughter  * but  had  difpofed  every  thing  with  fo  much 
diligence  and  fuccefs,  that  my  recovery  was  the  only 
circumftance  wanting  tocompleat  this  importent  affair, 
fo  ftrongly  defired  by  all  parties.  However,  the  jefuic 
had  like  to  have  quite  put  a flop  to  it.  As  thefociety, 
of  which  he  was  a member,  were  all-powerful  at  that 
time,  it  was  not  difficult  for  him  to  get  an  order  from 
court,  to  force  away  Cecilia , and  throw  her  into  a con- 
vent. The  principles  both  of  his  morality  and  religion 
bore  a great  affinity  to  the  blacked  crimes : Accordingly, 
he  was  impowered  to  carry  her  off,  and  commanded  to 
undertake  the  entire  converfion  of  his  petended  profely  te. 
The  jefuit  had  had  time  fufficient  to  form  his  feveral 
proje&s.  We  now  began  not  to  be  fo  referv’d,  with  re- 
gard to  the  retirement  of  Mademoifelle  R;  nor  was  it 
any  longer  a fecret  in  my  family ; fi>  that  he  might  very 
eafily  rob  me  of  the  objedf  my  foul  fo  dearly  priz’d,  in 
order  to  facrifice  it  to  his  brutal  defires.  He  dill  frequen- 
ted my  houfe  ; and  the  unhappy  accident  which  had  be- 
fallen me,  ferv’d  as  a fpecious  pretence  to  his  importu- 
nities. Now,  fince  I confider’d  him  as-  the  man,  to 
whofe  good  offices  I was  oblig’d  for  the  pafiion  Ce- 
cilia had  for  me  ; could  I ever  fufpeft  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  abominable  action  I am  going  .to 
relate  ? 

One  day,  after  having  difeours’d  an  hour  with  me, 
he  left  me  abruptly  ; (truck  into  the  embowel’d  part  of 
my  garden,  and  there,  very  unfortunately  for  me,  met 
with  the  charming  Cecilia.  Hisdefign  was  to  carry  her 
off  privately,  for  which  he  now  had  but  too  favourable 
an  opportunity.  Accordingly  he  ran  up  to  her  before 
fhe  had  time  to  efcape,  and  began  to  footh  her  with 
foft,  infinuating  words.  He  addreffed  himfelf  in  fuch 
a manner,  as  gave  her  to  underftand,  that  I was  privy  to 
this  opportunity  he  had  taken  to  meet  and  converfe  with 
her.  He  then  congratulated  her  on  the  intended  marri- 
age, and  wifhed  her  all  the  joy  and  felicity  that  ftate 
can  poffibly  give.  He  was  fo  profound  a hypocrite,  as 
to  offer  her  all  the  fervice  in  his  power;  and,  continu- 
ing to-  entertain  her  with  foft,  infinuating  words,  he 
led  her  to  an  outlet  of  the  park,  where  fome  ferfonr, 
M f compleatly 
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compleatly  arm'd,  with  a coach  attending  them,  wai- 
ted for  him.  This  innocent  victim  having  fuffer’dher- 
felf  to  be  conduced  to  the  place  of  facrifice  ; and  feeing 
four  perfons  come  forward  very  faft,  whole  defign  was 
but  too  obvious  ; Heavens ! cried  (he,  I am  betray’d. 
She  then  endeavour’d  to  fly  back  to  my  houfe,  but  the  vil- 
lain catch’d  hold  of  her ; gave  her  up  to  his  ruffians ; and 
thefe  thrufting  her  into  the  coach,  they  all  went  off  im- 
mediately. 

A fervant  happen’d  ro  be  fpe&ator  of  this  fad  fcene, 
who  thereupon  returned  back,  with  the  utmoft  fpeed. 
To  alarm  the  family.  The  moment  Mr.  de  R.  heard 
the  news,  he  fell  into  a dreadful  pafiion,  and  did  not 
conflder  the  danger  to  which  he  was  going  to  expofe 
himfelf.  Immediately  be  began  to  rail  at  the  clergy  in 
general  j and  was  fo  greatly  exafperated,  that  he  did  not 
ipare  the  pope  himfelf.  He  refolv’d  to  purfue  the  ra- 
vi flier  of  his  daughter  that  inftant ; however,  I repre- 
fented  to  him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  that  in  an  affair  of 
io  much  confequence,  he  ought  to  take  fuch  refolutions  . 
only  as  were  the  refult  of  wifdom  and  prudence  ; chat 
certainly  the  jefuit  had  not  attempted  fo  bold  an  adfion 
without  an  order  from  the  higher  powers  : That  the 
fee  ft  thing  he  could  do  would  be,  to  addrefs  the  King  ; 
to  employ  all  his  credit  with  his  friends,  in  order  to  get 
liis  daughter  reftor’d  to  him.  Iobferv’d  further,  that  I 
was  as  greatalofer  on  this  occaflon  as  himfelf,  but  that 
it  would  be  impoflible  for  me,  (in  the  deep  affli&ion 
with  which  I was  feiz’d)  toaffift  him.  However  ,-that 
heaven  would  not  abandon  our  juft  caufe,  but  would 
revenge  it  on  the  jefuit,  whofe  treachery  or  falfe  zeal 
had  prompted  him  to  commit  fo  deteftable  an  a&ion. 

I added  the  King  is  fo  gracious,  that  he  will  not  fail  to  do 
us  juftice,  of  which  1 have  had  theftrongeft  teftimonies.  „ 
in  my  adventures  of  Saumur  and  Angers . We  are  fo 
near  the  court,  that  1 would  advife  you  to  go  this  moment 
and  throw  your  felf  at  his  majefty’s  feet. 

In  giving  him  this  advice,  in  the  view  of  foothinghis 
forrows,  I put  the  utmoft  conftraint  upon  my  (elf ; for 
alas  ! I loft  what,  at  that  time,  form’d  my  greateft  feli- 
city. I loft  the  lovely  Cecilia  whofe  exquiiite  charms 
had  often  calm’d  the  remembrance  of  my  former  mis- 

fortune®. 
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fortunes.  Cecilia  ! my  adorable  Cecilia ! I lofe  thee  5 
thou  who  wert  to  compleat  my  happinefs  ...  WhaC 
tortures  did  I not  feel ! and  yet,  I did  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  to  appear  eafy  and  undiffurb’d.  Heaven  1 thou  on- 
ly knoweft  the  cruel  pangs  this  coft  me. 

Neverthelefs,  Mr.  de  R.  imagining,  that  the  tranquili- 
ty I affe&ed  was  a proof  of  my  indifference,  reproach- 
ed me  in  the  fevered  terms  upon  that  account,  and  there- 
upon, mounting  his  horfe  in  a very  abrupt  manner, 
attended  by  one  iervant  only,  and  but  indifferently  arm’d, 
he  rode  after  the  jefuit.  He  came  up  with  him  the  next 
day,  when  drawing  out  a piftol,  he  flew  towards  the 
ruffians  who  guarded  the  coach,  and  laid  one  of  them 
dead  upon  the  fpot.  The  ruffians  upon  this  charg’d  him  • 
in  their  turn,  and  immediately  (hot  him.  His  iervant, 
who  alfo  had  received  feveral  wounds,  feeing  this,  re- 
turn’d back,  but  with  the  utmoff  difficulty,  to  acquaint 
us  with  the  fad  news.  I very  poffibly  might  have  met 
the  fame  fate,  had  my  wounds,  which  grief  had  enflam’d, 
fuffer’d  me  to  follow  Mr.  de  R.  in  order  to  refeue  my  dear, 
too  lovely  Cecilia . 

Severe  law1  cruel  neceflity  / I now  had  no  hopes  of 
confolation  left.  The  abfence  of  my  Cecilia,  and  the 
death  of  her  father,  threw  me  into  inexpreifible  ago- 
nies. She  was  as  dear  to  me  as  my  foul,  and  I was  no 
lefsdear  to  her.  Thefe  fad,  thefe  dreadful  feenes  call’d 
up  a numberlefs  multitude  of  gloomy  images  in  my  foul. 
Gelin' s profecution  encreas’d  my  woes.  I was  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  that  his  depofitions,  before  the  magifhates  of  St. 
Cloud , would  make  me  appear  infamous  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  Heavens  1 how  dreadful  was  the  fituation  i ' 
was  then  in. 

Audiger , the  canon,  who  had  introduced  the  infamous 
Gelin  into  my  family,  was  of  fervice  to  me,  in  the’dfr-- 
iign  I had  to  diicover  the  ftate  of  this  affair.  He  only  ' 
was  prefent  when  that  villain  aflaflinated  me,  and  was 
oblig’d  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the  magiffra-  es.  The 
efteem  he  had  gain’d,  and  his  intimacy  with  the  prin- 
cipal of  thefe,  made  me  refolve  to  employ  him,  in  order 
to  difeover  what  Gelin  had  depos’d  with  regard  to  the 
carrying  off  of  Fanny.  This  the  canon  could  eafily  do, 
,juad  he  told. me,  (but  how  great  was  my  affonifhmcnt  at 
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what  I heard ! ) that  the  wretch  having  confefted  his 
crimes  without  the  leaft  difguife,  had  declar’d,  that  nei- 
ther his  prayers  nor  menaces,  were  able  to  engage  the 
dear,  unhappy  'Funny  to  fatiate  his  impure  defires.  Words 
can  never  exprefs  the  tumults  which  this  news  rais’d  in 
my  foul.  In  an  inftant,  I forgot  the  once- ador’d  Cecilia , 

I forgot  her  father,  and  thought  of  nothing  but  my  dear, 
dear  unhappy  wife.  She  alone  employ’d  every  faculty 
of  my  foul.  What  the  reader  has  read  on  this  fubjedl  in 
the  preceding  volume,  fhows  clearly,  that  my  tender- 
nefs  was  only  fufpended  ; and  that  I in  vain  endeavoured 
to  fupprefs  the  paflionfor  her,  which  was  ftill  conceal’d 
in  my  breaft.  I fought  forreafons  to  ftrengthen  thede- 
pofttion  of  Gelin , and  fecureto  my  felf  the  virtue  of  my 
Tanny.  She,  would  I fay  to  my  felf,  lov’d  me  too  weli, 
and  is  fprung  from  too  virtuous  parents,  ever  to  deceive 
me.  Her  fentiments  were  all  fo  pure,  fo  chafte,  that  I 
have  not  the  leaft  grounds  to  fufpedb  her  of  infidelity.. 
Her  withdrawing  to  Chaillot  is  a ftrong  teftimony  of  her 
innocence ....  No  ! cried  I the  'fame  inftant  ; file’s 
guilty.  The  infamous  creature  has  betray’d  me.  She 
forfakes  me,  merely  to  give  her  felf  up  to  the  embra- 
ces of  the  moft  wicked  of  men!  (he  forfakes  the  fruits 
of  our  love,  her  two  fons  whom  fhe  ought  to  idolize ! 

fhe  croffes  the  fea  with  her  adu'terer  1 She  ! my  voice 

now  fail’d  me,  and  had  I not  been  favour’d  with  imme- 
diate affiftance,  death  would  have  put  an  end  to  all  my 
misfortunes. 

Neither  Mrs.  Lallin  nor  my  fifter-in-law  fufpefted 
the  true  caufe  of  this  accident.  I had  convers’d  alone 
with  the  canon.  The  confolation  they  gave  me  could 
not  fail  of  being  pernicious,  as  they  awak’d  the  remem- 
brance of  Cecilia.  Alas  ! faid  I to  them  with  a faint 
tone  of  voice,  the  remedies  you  give  only  inflame 
my  difeafe.  Speak  to  me  of  my  all- lovely  Tanny } afliire 
me  that  fire  is  innocent : prove  to  me  that  I may  again 
unite  with  this  fweet  creature,  without  injuring  my  hon- 
our. Tanny,  my  adorable  Tanny ! pardon  my  injurious 
fufpicions. 

Never  were  people  feiz’d  with  fo  much  confternation 
as  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my  After  in-law.  They  could  not 
comprehend  what  all  this  meant*  and  I was  fo  confus’d, 

that 
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thatit  was  impoffible  for  me  to  give  the  lead  explication 
on  this  head.  They  therefore  imagin’d,  that  all  they 
heard  was  a chimera,  the  effedt  of  a fever,  of  a delirium, 
©r  of  melancholy. 

I never  fpent  a more  dreadful  night  among  the  favages 
of  America,  than  that  which  follow’d  this  gloomy  day, 
and  inexprefiible  were  the  druggies  with  which  my  heart 
. was  tortured.  It  now  endeavoured  to  judify  Fanny , and 
would  (fill  love  her  ; and  the  next  moment  drove,  but 
all  in  vain,  to  quite  forget  her.  One  moment  I was  per  - 
fuaded  of  my  wife’s  innocence,  and  the  next,  abhorred 
her  j ignorant  as  I was  of  the  motives  of  her  behavi- 
our. Had  I,  would  I lay  to  myfelf,  given  that  barba- 
rous wretch  a juft  occalion  to  forfake  me,  I fhould  not 
think  my  felf  fufficiently  punifh’d,  fhould  I filed  thelaft 
drop  of  my  blood  at  her  feet.  Were  there  jud  grounds 
for  me  toaccufethe  villain  Gelin  of  a rape,  I then  might 
be  allowed  to  take  her  again,  after  the  example  of  lord 
Axminfter.  But,  too  treacherous  wife!  was  not  my 
whole  heart  yours,  and  yours  only  ? Were  not  you  the 
delight,  the  charm  of  my  life?  What  could  tempt  you 
to  forfake  a husband  who  ador’d  your  every  adtion  ? to 
leave  children  whom  you  ought  to  have  confider’d  as  the 
deared  pledges  of  his  love  ? Was  it  not  from,  choice, 
was  it  not  from  inclination,  nay  from  the  loofeft  of  prin- 
ciples that  you  left  my  bed  at  St.  Helena,  to  fly  into  the 
detefted  arms  of  Gelin,  that  traitor,  that  falfe  friend, 
whofe  crimes,  ten  thoufand  deaths  could  never  expiate  ? 
Wipe  off,  if  that  bepoflible,  this  infamy,  or  rather  con  - 
fefs,  too  cruel  Fanny , that  you  are  guilty ; that  you  are 
an  eternal  reproach  to  an  adoring  husband ; to  the  ten- 
dered of  children,  and  to  your  whole  family.  Your  fe- 
ducer  owns,  that  he  only  is  guilty.  He  proteds  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  that  you  are  innocent.  But  have 
l'not  jud  reafon  to  fufpedf,  that  this  is  a new  crime,  an 
artful  declaration,  made  by  this  abominable  wretch, merely 
to  heighten  my  confulion,  and  increafe  my  difgrace  ? 
Jud  Heavens  endue  me  with  drength  lufficient  to  fupporC 
fuch  a multitude  of  calamities ! . . . Or  rather  end  at  once 
the  rigours  of  my  fate. 

The  light  of  the  fun,  fo  far  from  leflening  my 
torments,  ferv’d  only  to  increafe  them.  1 wi  fil’d 

from 
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from  my  foul  never  to  behold  the  day-light  again,  or  elfe 
to  be  once  more  buried  in  the  fubterraneous  folitudesof . 
Rummy -Hole,  in  which  l had  pafs’d  eafy  and  undifturb’d, 
the  moil  happy  days  of  my  life.  In  the  tranfports  of  my 
grief.  I fpar’d  neither  Mrs.  Ruling  nor  Lord  Axminfler, 
but  accus’d  them  both,  as  having  been  the  caufe  of  all  my 
misfortunes.  ’Twas,  would  I fay  to  mylelf,  their  fatal 
advice  which  engaged  me  to  leave  my  thrice  happy  retire- 
ment: ’Twas  they  plung’d  me  into  the  abyfs  of  mif- 
fortunes  from  which  death  only  can  extricate  me.  De- 
ceitful charms  of  my  faithlefs  Fanny,  added  I,  you  are  the 
inexhauftable  fource  of  all  my  torments  1 

Thefe  plaints  into  which  I broke,  my  fobs,  my  fighs  ; 
and  faft-fiowing  Tears,  did  not  permit  me  to  confider  that  ^ 
I had  people  round  me;  no,  my  agitations  were  too  vio- 
lent; but  a little  after  I felt,  on  a Hidden,  fofrer  emotions 
fucceed  thefe  furious  tvanfports,  fo  that  I fell  into  a kind 
of  lethargy,  by  which  means  T got  a little  repofe. 

In  my  fleep  (which  was  but  fhort)  methought  I faw  the 
ghoft  of  Lor d Axminfler,  or  rather  fancied  I faw  and 
heard  th  it  nobleman  himfelf,  who  chiding  me  in  the  fe- 
vereft  terms,  for  having  contributed  tothedifhonouroff 
his  family,  reproached  me  for  the  tendernefs  he  had  always 
indulged  me,  and  affur’d  me  that  his  daughter  was  inno- 
cent. I would  never,  cried  the  fhade,  forgive  you,  were 
I not  fenfible  that  your  conduCf  is  owing  to  your  indifere- 
tion  rather  than  to  villainy;  and  that  the  treachery  of  a . 
faithlefs  friend,  has  involv’d  you  in  all  the  calamities  you 
complain  of. 

But’tis  ftill  in  your  own  power  to  be  happy 

Hafte  then  to  the  felicity  which  awaits  you. 

I never  was  one  of  thofe  weak  minds  who  have  a fu- 
perftitious  credulity  with  regard  to  dreams ; and  yet  I muft 
be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  confefs,  that  this  viffon  made  a 
ftrong  irnpreffion  on.  my  mind.  I thereupon  recollected 
the  feveral  ideas  of  it,  and  endeavoured  to  affix  them  to  the 
circumftances  of  my  prefent  condition.  I wouldhave  aff-  - 
cribsd  the  caufe  of  them  to  the  hurry  of  the  animal  fpirits, 
which,  when  the  body  is  diflblv’d  in  fleep,  reprefent  the 
moil  extravagant  ideas  to  a heated  imagination.  Confi- 
dering  thefftuation  I was  then  in,  this  fuppoliiion  could 
not  but  agree  with  the  common  fyflem  of uaturalifb : but, 

after. 
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afrer  confidering  this  matter  very  ferioufly,  I thought 
myfelf,  obliged  to  abandon  it,  from  a belief  that  it  was 
not  buil  t on  a folid  foundation  enough  * and  at  laft  perfuad- 
ed  myfelf,  that  there  was  fomething  fupernatural  in  my 
dream.  I fought  tofolve  it  from  thcfyftemof  occalional 
caufes,  and  would  fuppofe,  that  God  has  thought  proper  to 
eftablifh  certain  fpirils,  and  that  thefe  are  the  occalional 
caufes  of  the  conduct  of  men  with  regard  to  certain  events. 
1 mult  no  longer  wonder,  faid  I to  myfelf,  that  the  cha- 
radterifticks  of  grandeur  or  of  gravity,  are  not  found  in 
the  images  which  admonifh  us  in  dreams.  Whether  they 
be  confus’d  orchildifli  j whether  they  vary  according  to 
time,  place,  and  the  conftitution  of  perfons;  all  this 
ought  not  to  furprize  thofe  who  know  how  greatly  hu- 
man creatures  are  limited  ; and  the  obltacles  which  occa- 
fional  caufes  of  various  kinds  mult  reciprocally  make.  Do 
not  I myfelf  experience  every  day,  that  the  foul  and  body 
traverfe  one  another  mutually  in  the  courfe  of  the  opera- 
tions which  are  peculiar  to  them  ? An  intelligence  which 
fhouldadt  on  our  bodies  as  well  as  minds,  mult  necelfarily 
meet  with  divers  obflacles  in  the  laws,  which  eftablilh 
thefe  two  principles;  and  thefe  are  the  occafional  caufes  of 
certain  effe&s.  I confefs,that  dreams  are  in finitely  lefs  myf- 
rious  than  the  vulgar  imagine ; but  on  the  other  lide,  I be- 
lieve they  are  a little  more  fo  than  certain  philofophers  will 
allow.  Hiftorians  of  all  ages  and  nations  have  related  fo' 
many  extraordinary  particulars,  with  regard  to  dreams, 
thatfuchas  feoff  abfolutely  at  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
arefufpedfed  either  of  inlincerity,  or  of  liich  an  incapa- 
city as  will  not  allow  them  to  difeern  clearly  theftrength 
of  the  proofs.  An  inveterate  prepoffeflion,  or  a certain, 
enfk  ot  mind  they  received  from  nature,  throws  a deep 
cloud  over  their  underftandings,  when  they  attempt  to 
compare  the  reafofts  pro  and  can.  But  as  for  myfelf,  l will 
endeavour  to  be  more  reafonable,  and  to  explain  this  pro- 
found myftery  of  nature,  according  to  the  moft  folid 
principles.  I am  perfuaded,  that  fome  dreams  really 
prognofficare  futurity.  Now,  God  only  pierces  into 
futurity ; confequently  he  is  the  fivft  caule  of  thefe 
dreams  which  exhibit  to  us  things  which  are  to  happen 
hereafter.  But  then  he  is  not  the  immediate  caufe  on  this 
occafian,  audhere  follows  the  manner  in  which  I conceive 

this 
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this  myftery.  All  creatures  in  general  are  linked  to,  and  inti- 
mately united  with,  theauthorof  their  exiftence,  inlike 
manner  as  they  are  linked  to  one  another,  by  limple  and  ge- 
neral laws.By  thefeGod  preferves  them;  all  things  that  exift 
are  equally  fubjeft  to  thefe  laws,  and  death  only  deftroys  a 
certain  mode  of  cxifting.  According  to  thefe  principles, 

I can  conceive  that  God  may-,  if  he  pleafes,  employ,  to 
give  me  certain  informations,  fuch  or  fuch  creatures,  who 
exift  no  more  corporally,  under  the  fame  form  in  which 
they  appear’d  in  their  life-time.  For  the  deftrudfion  of  a 
mode  of  exifting,  does  not  deftroy  the  relation  which 
creatures,  by  their  exiftence,  bear  to  one  another,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  general  laws  which  link  them  together,  and* 
unite  them  to  the  fupreme  Being. 

Thisferiesof  reafoning  appeared  to  me  fo  folid,  that  I 
concluded  I ought  not  to  negledt  my  dream.  Overlook- 
ing therefore,  the  reproachful,  harfh  terms  wherein  the 
vifion  fpoke,  which  at  firft  gave  me  great  uneafinefs;  I 
confidered  that  part  of  it  only  which  related  to  my  wife’s 
innocence,  and  how  I might  beft  make  myfelf  happy. 
Upon  this  my  mind  began  to  be  much  calmer ; and  a little 
after,  I defir  d my  fifter-in-law  to  fend  my  two  fons  often 
to  vifit  their  mother  at  Chaillot.  I lpent  f me  days  in  re- 
volving on  the  two  objedls  of  my  dream,  which  had 
fixed  my  ideas.  I quite  obliterated  the  remembrance  of 
my  pailion  for  Cecilia-,  and  in -cafe  1 happen’d  to  think, 
of  her,  ’twas  only  to  indulge  her  a few  tears  of  com- 
paffion. 

At  this  time  I was  vifited  by  Mr.  de  Groot , who  was 
come  into  France  whh  the  character  of  Embaffadorof  the 
United  Provinces,’ dn  order  to  prevent  the  war  with  which 
they  were  threatned.  This  great  man  having  heard  talk 
of  me,  paid  me  a vifit,  but  from  no  very  confiderabie  a 
motive,  in  outward  appearance.  After  the  firft  compli- 
ments, he  told  me  that  he  was  very  fond  of  per  fons  who 
made  deep  refte&ions  ; who  argued  with  great  juftnefs, 
and  were  not  flaves  to  any  fyftem  of  thinking,  till  they 
had  firft  examin’d  them  all.  He  then  told  me,  that  I had  ■ 
the  character  of  one  of  thofe  rational  beings,  whofe 
number  is  fo  very  fmall;  and  that  nothing  could  give  him 
fo  much  pleafure,  or  contribute  fo  greatly  to  his  improve- 
ments my  company.  This  gentleman  difeoyet’d.  fuch 
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an  amiable  franknefs  in  his  behaviour,  and  fo  much  hu- 
manity in  his  countenance,  that  I could  not  refufc  him  my 
efteem.  I found,  by  fome  words  he  let  drop,  that  he 
came  to  vifit  me  from  a very  important  motive.  He  had 
been  told,  that  thelatedutchefsof  Orleans  had  honoured 
me  with  her  friend  fhip ; and  I pafs’d  at  court  for  an  En- 
glijh  gentleman  of  very  great  importance.  My  with- 
drawing to  St.  Cloud,  appeared  a ffedted  and  myfterious, 
hecaufe  the  real  defign  of  it  was  not  known.  Mr.  de 
Groot,  who  was  very  much  prejudic’d  in  my  favour,  tho’ 
he  had  never  feen  me  before,  asked  me  whether  I con- 
tinued to correfpond  with  the  Britifh  Court?  His  defign 
was,  to  make  me  inftrumental  in  reconciling  King  Charles 
with  the  States-General.  This  was  the  chief  objedt  of 
all  the  Butch  politicians  ; for  in  cafe  they  could  have  broke 
the  alliance  between  Lewis  the  XIV.  and  that  Prince,  the 
former  would  not  have  been  fo  formidable  to  them.  I 
anfwer’d  Mr.  de  Groot  very  fincerely,  that  I was  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  arts  of  Courts,  and  had  never  en- 
deavour’d to  penetrate  into  the  myfteries  of  them.  He 
feem’d  to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  I faid,  but  exprefs’d 
himfelf  on  this occafion  in  fo  delicate,  foobliging  a man- 
ner, that  I could  not  be  difpleas*d  with  him,  and  after  this 
he  mention’d  thattopick  no  more.  I had  feveral  interviews 
with  Mr.  de  Groot  during  the  year  1671;  and  in  a vifit 
which  I paid  him  about  the  expiration  of  his  embafly,  we 
dilcours’d  on  the  war  which  was  upon  the  point  of  being 
declar’d  againft  his  country.  The  fate  of  Kings,  faid  this 
gentleman,  is  more  to  be  pitied  than  that  of  any  other 
men.  Their  true  virtue  confifts  in  making  their  fub- 
jedte  happy  ; but  fuch  as  have  an  inclination  to  do  this 
often  have  it  not  in  their  power.  A thoufand  pafiions  di- 
vert them  from  it;  and  thofe  of  their  favourites  and  mi- 
nifters,  are  of  ftill  more  dangerous  confequence.  A war, 
which  in  all  probability  will  be  very  bloody,  is  juft  ready 
to  break  out;  the  only  caufe  of  which,  is,  the  envy  !«■  «r  •* 
that  Louvois  bears  to  Colbert ; a circumftance  I difeover’d 
in  the  courfe  of  my  embaffy.  This  ismakingwarfor  -. 
war’s  fake,  and  nothing  can  be  more  repugnant  to  the  laws  ' 
of  nature.  The  United- Provinces,  however,  will  not 
a&  from  fuch  unjuft  principles.  We  fhall  be  obliged  to  de- 
fend.our  liberties  by  force  of  arms,  fince  ’tis  we  who  fhall 
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be  invaded.  The  war  will  therefore,  wfth  regard  to  us,  be 
juft,  becaufe  all  laws  human  and  divine,  impower  a nation, 
whenunjuftly  attacked,  to  defend  themfelves ; and  this 
will  oblige  us  to  take  up  arms  againft  creatures  like  our 
felves.  Too  fatal  neceftity  ! What  a fhame  is  it  to  human 
nature,  that  war  fhould  be  unavoidable  on  fome  occafions  1 
The  king  of  France,  doubtlefs,  does  not  confider,  that 
he  is  going  to  eclipfe  his  glory  forever  j and  that  his  mini- 
fters,  by  thus  Toothing  his  ambition,  will  draw  down  in- 
numerable evils  on  his  own  fubjeXs,and  on  his  own  neigh- 
bours. I will  confefs,  replied  I to  Mr.  dc  Groot,  my  ftu- 
dies  and  reflexions  have  taught  me,  that  the  calamities  of 
war  exhauft  aftate;  and  frequently  drag  it  to  the  very 
brink  of  deftruXion,  even  when  the  moil  fhining  viXo- 
ries  are  gain’d . How  ad  vantageoufly  foever  a people  may 
engage  in  a war,  they  yet  are  uncertain,  whether  they 
may  not  be  expofed  to  the  moil  tragical  reverfes  of  for- 
tune before  ’tis  ended : tho’  they  have  all  the  advantages 
imaginable  at  thegiving  battle,  neverthelefs  theleaft  mif- 
reckoning,  a pannick  mar,  the  meereft  trifle  in  the  world 
may  difpoflefs  them  of  the  viXory  they  till  then  had  . 
gain’d,  and  fhift  it  to  the  enemy.  Tho’  a people  fhould 
keep  viXory  chain’d,  as  it  were  in  their  own  camp,  they 
| yet  deftroy  themfelves  in  deftroying  an  enemy  $ they  de- 
populate his  country,  they  prevent  its  being  cultivated, 
and  flop  the  current  of  trade.  But  a much  worfe  circum- 
ftanceis,  the  beft  laws  are  thereby  weakened,  and  an  al- 
\ moil  general  depravation  fucceeds.  Young  people  no 
' longer  apply  themfelves  to  learning,  andneceflity  obliges 
them  to  tolerate  fuch  a licentioufnefs  as  is  of  pernicious 
confequence  to  the  army:  Juftice,  policy,  all  fuffer  from 
this  havock.  A King,  who  fheds  the  blood  of  fo  many 
men,  and  is  the  caule  of  fo  many  evils,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  acquiring  glory,  or  to  extend  the  boundaries  of 
his  dominions,  is  unworthy  the  glory  he  pants  after  ; and 
deferves  to  lofe  what  he  is  poflefled  of,  for  his  endeavour- 
ing to  ufurp  what  did  not  belong  to  him.  W ith  what  blind, 
fury  are  mortals  poflefs’d,  they  who  are  allowed  fo  few 
years  of  life  upon  the  earth,  and  thefe  years  too,  fo  wretch- 
ed, fo  miferable  ! Why  then  fhould  we  add  io  many  woes 
to  thofe  which  are  infeparable  from  life  ? Mankind  are 
brethren,  and  yet  they  tear  one  another  to  pieces ! fuch 
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Americans  as  devour  their  captives  fill  our  fouls  with 
horror  ; but  are  we  lefs  cruel  than  thofc  Canibals  ? Do 
not  we  exercife  greater  barbarity  than  wild  beads  ? Thefe 
attack  thofe  animals  only  which  are  of  a different  fpecies 
from  themlelves:  But  man,  in  fpitc  of  the  reafon  with 
which  heaven  has  illuminated  him,  perpetrates  fuch  hor- 
rid adls  as  are  unheard  of  among  lions  and  rygers.  I again 
obferve,  wherefore  are  thefe  wars  ? is  there  not  earth 
enough  on  this  globe  for  the  ufe  of  men;  nay  much 
more  than  willbepoflible  for  them  to  cultivate  ? What! 
fhall  a vain  idea,  an  empty  title  of  conqueror,  a refufal 
to  drike  to  an  admiral,  the  jealoufy  which  one  minider 
hears  to  another  ! the  dupid  infolence  of  a news-writer  ! 
Shall,  Ifay,  fuch  trifling  motives  light  upthe  firebrand  of 
war,  and  fpread  the  mod  dreadful  havock  in  wide-ex- 
tended countries!  How  unreafonable  a creature  is  man  ! 
to  fatiate  the  glory,  the  vanity,  the  jealoufy,  and  the 
revenge  of  an  all-powerful  minider  ? Mud  whole  coun- 
tries iuiFer;  mud  they  be  devoured  by  furrounding 
flames;  and  mud,  whatever  efcapes  fire  and  fword,  be 
dedroy’d  by  the  more  cruel  jaws  of  famine  ? And  all 
this,  merely  to  footh  the  glory,  as  ’tis  falfly  call’d,  of 
one  man,  who  makes  mankind  his  fport,  and  fpreads 
univerfal  defolation  ! How  mondrous  is  this  glory  ! 
fhould  not  kings  therefore  be  very  cautious  how  they  en- 
gage in  war ! ’tis  not  enough  that  it  be  jud,  but  it  mud 
alfo  be  neceflary.  Part  of  a nation’s  blood  ought  never  to 
be  died  but  in  cafes  of  the  mod  extreme  neceflity,  that  is, 
to  ferve  a nation.  Neverthelefs,  flattering  counfels,  a 
falfe  idea  of  grandeur,  vain  jealoufies,  an  infatiable  avidity, 
covered  with  fpecious  pretences,  engage  kings  infenfibly 
in  wars,  which  render  them  unhappy,  and  prompt  them 
to  hazard  all  things  without  the  lead  neceflity  for  their  lb 
doing ; which  prove  as  fatal  to  their  fubje£ts  as  to  their 
enemies ; and  which,  at  lad,  caufethem  to  beconfidered 
as  the  fcourges,  the  horror  of  mankind.  Mr.  de  Groot 
feem’d  vafily  delighted  to  hear  me  argue  in  this  man- 
ner. 

But  to  return  to  my  own  hi  dory,  after  begging  pardon 
for  this  long  digreflion.  The  indant  my  wounds  were 
heal’d  I waited  upon  the  magidratesof  St.  Cloud,  and  ob- 
tain’d from  them  leave  to  fee  Gel  in,  in  company  with  two 
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trufly  perfons,  in  order  that  they  might  be  witneffes  to' 
what  he  fhould declare.  Being  come  into  the  place  where 
that  wretch  lay ; a few  hours  hence,  fays  he,  I fhall  fuffer 
an  ignominious  death.  This  my  crimes  havejuftly  me- 
rited ; the  only  thing  I regret  is,  that  I did  not  fill  up  the 
meafure  of  them,  by  murdering  you ; and  no  words  can 
exprefs  my  defpair,  when  I reflect  that  you  will  again  be 
united  with  the  lovely,  the  chafte  Fanny.  I could  not 
prevail  with  myfelf  to  infult  this  miferable  wretch;  for 
that  would  have  been  mean  ; but  was  even  fo  generous  as 
to  wifh  very  fincerely , that  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  fe- 
cure  him  from  the  ignominy  of  the  punifhment  he  fo  juff- 
3y  deferv’d.  He  had  carried  off  my  wife, he  had  ftabb’d  me 
in  my  own  houfe ; and  yet  my  heart,  quite  different  from 
that  of  other  men,  whifper’d  me  that  Gelin  had  been  my 
friend.  He  had  murder’d  my  brother ; but  on  the  other 
fide  I could  not  blot  from  my  memory,  that  he  had  fav’d 
his  life  in  the  colony  of  St.  Helena.  I therefore  intreated 
him  to  calm  his  tranfports,  and  to  inform  me  of  the  rea- 
fbns  why  I had  incurred  his  hatred.  I hate  you,  replied  he 
immediately ; and  your  prefence  is  horror  to  me,  becaufe 
I betrayed  you,  and  the  chaftity  of  your  wife  prevented 
my  reaping  the  fruits  of  my  treachery.  Saying  this,  he 
related  the  feveral  artifices  he  had  employed  at  the  Hava- 
na, in  order  to  infpire  Fanny  with  jealoufy,  and  her  great 
credulity  on  this  occafion.  The  moment,  continued  he, 
I had  perfuaded  your  wife,  that  your  heart  was  divided-- 
betwixt  her  and  Mrs.  Lallin,  I obferv’d,  that  it  was  her 
duty  to  „ abandon  you,  and  not  be  a fpedtator  of  your 
Blocking  incontinence.  She  hinted  to  me,  that  fhe  was 
very  defirous  of  retiring  to  France,  and  there  immure 
herfelf  in  fome  convent.  Finding  her  in  this  refolution,.. 
I offered  her  myfervice;  and  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
digious relu (Stance  fhe  difcovered  upon  this  occafion,  I 
yet  adted  my  part  with  fo  much  cunning  and  diffimula- 
tion,  that  fhe  at  laft  complied;  and  we  concerted  the 
whole  affair  at  the  Havana.  Scarce  a woman  in  the 
world  but  would  fall  a facrifice  to  hypocrify  when  artfully 
conducted.  Now,  your  wife  is  in  the  bloom  of  life,  fhe 
Had  very  little  experience,  by  which  means  it  was  no 
difficult  matter  to  feduce  her ; not  to  mention,  that  the 
jealoufy  which  I had  either  wak’d  in  her  foul,  or  very 

much 
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much  ftrengthned,  would  not  permit  her  to  reflect  on 
the  fad  conlcquenccs  that  muft  inevitably  attend  the  exe- 
cution of  the  advice  I gave  her.  However,  we  had  not 
been  above  one  day  at  fea  but  fhe  was  fenfible  to  all  the 
horrors  of  mycounfelsl  She  was  feiz’d  with  fuch  deep 
defpair,  that  1 was  afraid  her  laft  hour  was  nigh.  I there- 
fore was  oblig’d  to  fupprefs  my  guilty  defires  (for  I ac- 
knowledge them  to  be  fuch)  and  could  not  be  urgent 
with  her  to  fatisfy  them,  tho’  this  was  death  to  me.  Be- 
I iides,  the  fliip,  now  failing  on  the  high  Teas,  was  not  a 
; proper  placeto  attempt  her chaftity.  I therefore  fufpended 
my  dciign,  till  fuch  time  as  we  thould  be  landed  in  Spain-, 

! for  notwithftanding  the  inexprelfible  averfion  file  now  had 
forme,  I yet  thought  it  would,  then,  not  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  triumph  over  her  virtue.  We  had  landed 
at  Corunna  (th cGroyn)  juft  as  you  came  into  the  harbour. 

| I need  not  tell  you  what  happened  at  that  time.  Your 
‘ wife  feeing  me  dangeroufly  wounded,  ftoleaway,  and  it 
was  not  till  long  afterwards  that  I heard  fhe  went  for 
Trance.  But  the  moment  I heard  this  news,  I followed 
her,  and  made  the  ftridteft  fearch  for  her  in  feveral  Pro- 
vinces, but  all  to  no  purpofe.  At  laft,  1 heard  of  you  at 
Varisj  and  was  told  at  St.  Cloud,  that  your  wife  was  in 
a convent  at  Chaillot.  I us’d  my  utmoft  endeavours  to 
[ get  a fight  of  her,  but  all  in  vain.  Upon  this  I addreffed 
I myfelf  to  the  chaplain, .and  entreated  him  to  give  me  a 
recommendation,  in  order  to.  my  being  introduced  into 
your  houfe;  affuring  him  that  I had  found  out  a method, 

" and  that  an  infallible  one,  to  prevent  your  intended  mar- 
riage with  Cecilia , and  to  unite  you  again  with  Fanny. 
This  was  a circumftance  he  pafiionately  defired,  and 
thereupon  he  dire&ed  me  to  Canon  Audiger . I need  not 
go  on  with  the  ftory,  fay sGelin,  looking  upon  me  with 
eyes  of  fury  .This  was  all  the  informations  I could  get  from 
that  villain ; and  he  now  vented  a million  of  oaths,  to  con- 
firm thetruth  of  the  ftory  he  had  told,andFaw»/s  innocence. 

A fe  .V  days  after,  he  was  carried  to  Faris,  and  im- 
prifoned  in  one  of  the  ftrongeft  goals  of  that  city.  A 
httle  after  he  was  fentenced  to  be  broke  alive  upon  the 
wheel,  as  having  been  convidted  of  committing  a rape, 
and  of  aflaifination.  But  could  the  reader  believe  that 
this  arch-villain  efcaped  the  fword  of  juftice,  by  turn- 
ing 
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ing  Papift;  and  that  the  magiftrates  found  means  to 
impofe  on  the  publick  ? However,  this  is  matter  of  fa£t. 
Conver (ions  were  ’.he  mode  at  that  time;  and  fo  great 
was  the  z,eal  of  the  converters,  that  they  threw,  on  this 
occalion,  a veil  over  crimes,  tho’  of  the  mod:  enor- 
mous kind,  that  of  Herefy  excepted.  Two  jefuits  [ro- 
mifed  Gelin  that  they  would  fave  his  life,  provided  he 
would  abjure  the  proteftant  faith.  They  fucceeded  in 
their  endeavours ; Gelin  turn’d  Papift,  and  promifed  to 
withdraw  to  a monaftery.  The  judges  yielded  to  every 
thing,  and  accordingly  a paftboard  figure  was  made,  and 
this  being  drefs’d  in  Gelin' s clothes,  fentence  was  pro- 
nounced on  the  criminal,  whofe  effigy  was  cruelly  exe- 
cuted at  the  * Greve,  by  torch-light.  As  for  the  fiend 
himfelf,  he  was  thrown  into  a convent,  where  he  af- 
fum’d  the  habit  of  St.  Francis.  There  this  worthy  pro- 
felyte  was  tormented  for  fome  time  by  remorfe.  In 
this  manner  does  a falfe  zeal  for  religion  give  a fan&ion 
to  the  moft  horrid  crimes 

In  the  mean  time,  my  lifter-in-law  had  made  my  wife 
feveral  vifits  at  Chaillot ; and  never  return’d  from  thence, 
but  was  more  fully  perfuaded  of  her  virtue  and  innocence. 
This  fhe  never  mention’d  to  me,  without  feeling  the 
moft  tender  emotions  of  compaffion,  and  {bedding  a 
flood  of  tears.  And  the  condition  in  which  (he  repre- 
fented  Fanny  wasfo  moving,  that  it  might  have  melted  a 
heart  of  adamant;  mine  was  extremely  tender;  and  thofe 
who  have  ever  felt  the  fweet  paffion,  know  that  ’tis 
poffible  for  the  fires  of  love  to  leffen,  but  never  to  be 
totally  extinguifh’d.  Thefe  broke  out  again  in  my  heart 
with  inexpreffible  vivacity;  and  prov’d  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  me  to  enjoy  any  felicity,  unlefs  I fhould 
again  be  united  with  my  wife.  One  circumftance  trou- 
bled me,  and  this  was,  the  difficulty  there  would  be  to 
perfuade  the  publick  of  the  truth  of  what  love  made  me 
believe.  I had  told  Mr.  de  Groot  the  deplorable  ftate 
I was  in;  and  was  very  urgent  with  him,  a few  weeks 
before  he  left  France,  to  favour  me  with  his  advice;  and 
befought  him,  not  to  confider  fo  much,  on  this  occalion, 
jhis  friend  (hip  for  me,  as  my  honour  and  reputation,  in 

* The  fame  for  Paris  as  Tyburn  for  London. 
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order  to  prevent  my  being  made  the  laughing- flock  of 
the  publick.  After  reflecting  fome  time  on  what  I had 
told  him,  he  allured  me,  that  I miftook  the  fhadow  for 
the  fubitance,  and  that  I {well’d  a pigmy  to  a giant. 
Wife  and  prudent  perfons,  added  he,  ought  not  to  fhape 
their  conduct  from  the  disadvantageous,  but  ill-grounded 
idea  the  world  may  entertain  of  it.  The  very  regular 
and  virtuous  life  your  lady  has  led,  will  baffle  the  blacked: 
efforts  of  calumny  and  malice ; Ihc  certainly  did  very 
wrong  in  forfaking  you  but  then  your  imprudent. be- 
haviour, and  the  regard  you  fhew’d  Mr s.Lallin,  were 
the  caufes  of  it.  Your  errors  occafioned  thofe  of  Mrs. 
Cleveland ; and  therefore  ’tis  your  duty  to  forgive  one 
another.  You  proteft  that  you  are  innocent,  and  your 
fpoufe  muft  be  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  it : on  the 
other  fide,  fhe  affures  that  no  one  can  be  more  fo  than 
1 herfelfi  and  this  is  fufficienrly  confiim’d  by  Gelin’s oaths; 
fo  that  neither  your  heart,  nor  even  your  reafon,  will 
allow  you  to  be  any  longer  diffident  on  this  article. 
Now  this  is  fufficient  to  compleat  your  felicity  : defpife 
therefore  the  very  woifl  that  a fett  of  dark-minded 
I wretches  can  either  think  or  fay.  Your  flory  is  not 
publick  ; change  therefore  but  the  place  of  your  abode, 
and  you  will  change  your  acquaintance.  Be  no  longer 
i in  fufpence,  whether  you  fball  take  your  lady  home 
again,  and  end  at  once  your  own  and  her  calamities. 
However,  fays  he,  I give  you  this  counfel,  upon  the 
I fuppofition  that  you  are  entirely  perfuaded  of  your 
I fpoufe’s  innocence  5 for,  in  cafe  you  have  the  leafl  re- 
! mains  of  doubt  on  that  head,  I would  advife  you  to 
let  her  continue  where  fhe  is  ; for  fhe’ll  be  much  hap- 
pier in  the  folitude  of  a cloifler. Alas ! replied  I, 

[ interrupting  him,  my  heart  is  intirely  fhut  to  all  injuri- 
ous fulpicions  with  regard  to  my  dearell  Fanny's  virtue. 

I In  order  therefore,  fays  Mr.  deGroot , to  keep  your  heart 
for  ever  in  thefe  favourable  difpofitions,  it  will  be  abfo- 
lutely  proper  for  you  to  get  fome  new  informations 
, with  regard  to  the  conduCf  of  your  lady,  and  that  of 
the  wretch  Gelin.  ’Twill  not  be  difficult  for  you  to  find 
out  the  captain  of  the  fhip  who  convey’d  them  to 
Spain.  Y ou  may  difpatch  fome  faithful  fervant  to  Corun- 
na } and  after  thefe  feveral  informations,  you  will  know 

whether 
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whether  Mrs.  Cleveland  be  innocent  or  guilty  ; for  I 
cannot  conceive  it  poflible,  that  all  thefe  people  fhould 
have  the  leaft  intereft  to  deceive  you.  After  this,  you 
may  regulate  your  conduct  according  to  the  accounts 
that  will  be  told  you ; and  in  cafe  they  are  favourable  to 
your  lady,  you  then  will  befecure  from  the  moft  invete- 
rate attempts  of  calumny. 

I thought  this  advice  fo  very  juft  and  natural,  that  I 
liftned  to  it  with  the  utmoft  pleafure,  and  foon  put  it 
in  execution.  The  next  day  I defir’d  my  fifter-in-law  to 
enquire  very  exactly  of  my  wife,  what  road  fhe  had  ta- 
ken after  her  leaving  Spain  ; and  was  told  that  very  e- 
vening,  that  fhe  had  left  Madrid  in  company  with  a 
Spaniftj nobleman, named  Don Francifco  del  Campigno,  who 
had  taken  his  lady  and  fon  with  him,  in  order,  as  was 
fuppos’d,  to  (hew  them  Trance,  but  in  reality  to  tranfad 
fome  fecret  affairs  with  the  court.  This  nobleman  was 
frill  at  Vans , and  acquainted  with  Mr.  de  Groot , who 
viftted  him  fometimes.  This  determined  me  to  wait 
upon  him  and  his  lady,  but  without  declaring  who  I 
was,  in  order  to  make  all  the  dilcoveries  poffible,  with 
regard  to  my  wife.  A little  after  1 faw  him,  I turned 
infenfibly  the  fubjed  of  the  converfation  on  his  journey 
from  Spain  to  France  ; and  had  the  delightful  fatisfadi- 
on  to  hear  him  beftow  the  higheft  applaufe  on  my  wife’s 
modefty  and  excellent  behaviour.  Don  Francifco  and  his 
lady  were  prodigioufly  uneafy,  that  they  had  not  been 
able  to  find  out  what  was  become  of  her  * and  had  made 
all  the  enquiries  imaginable,  but  in  vain.  They  told 
me,  that  they  obferved  fhe  was  poffeffed  with  a perpe- 
tual melancholy,  but  had  never  been  able  to  find  out  the 
caufeofit  ; and  on  this  occafionthey  made  athoufand 
random  conjedures,  which  could  not  fail  of  giving  me 
infinite  delight.  Mr.  de  Groot , who  knew  the  whole 
ftory,  and  had  been  pleafed  to  introduce  me,  had  alfo 
his  fhareof  the  pleafure.  Nothing  affedted  me  more  in 
that  converfation,  than  the  following  words  of  Don  Fran- 
cifco. “ I cannot  tell,  fays  he,  what  countrywoman  that 
“ lady  is,  nor  of  what  family;  but  her  polite  and  pru- 
<£  dent  behaviour,  prove  that  fhe  is  honourably  born,  and 
“ has  had  an  excellent  education.  In  a word,  Ihe  is  a 
“ perfed  model  of  wifdom  and  modefty.  ” 
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Had  I liftned  to  the  dictates  of  my  love  only,  I fhould 
have  immediately  fet  out  for  Chaillot,  and  taken  my 
wife  out  of  the  convent}  but  on  the  other  fide,  it  was 
proper  to  hear  reafon  alio,  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  im- 
portance to  my  happineis.  Accordingly  the  next  morn- 
ing, in  purfuance  of  the  repeated  counfclsot  Mr.  (le  Groot , 
I made  Bring  fet  out  poll  for  Corunna,  ordering  him  to 
get  the  moft  exa£l  informations  with  regard  to  the  day 
my  wife  arrived  in  that  town  } the  time  fhe  had  conti- 
nued in  it,  and  her  behaviour  with  refpedt  to  Gelin.  I 
commanded  him,  in  the  ftridleft  manner,  to  procure 
the  moll  authenrick  certificates  of  whatever  fhould  be 
told  him,  firmly  perfuaded  he  would  be  vaftly  careful  in 
all  thefe  particulars,  as  they  concerned  me  fovery  nearly; 
.and  indeed  I had  the  llrongell  reafonsto  be  fatisfied  with 
his  fidelity.  At  the  fame  time,  I difpatched  another  fer- 
vant,  to  enquire  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  where  the 
veffel  then  was  in  which  Gelin  and  my  wife  had  gone 
from  St.  Helena  ; and  it  happened  very  fortunately  to  be 
flill  lying  off  Calais . I my  fielf  went  thither,  in  order 
to  fpeak  with  the  captain,  from  whom  1 learnt,  that  my 
wife  was  fei'i’d  with  the  deepefl  tranlports  of  grief  and 
defpair,  after  that  a few  hours  had  given  her  the  liberty 
to  conlider,  in  its  juft  light,  the  fault  (he  had  committed. 

| The  lady,  continued  he,  conjured  me  upon  her  knees  to 
return  back  from  whence  we  came,  Poffibly,  faid  fhe, 
I may  be  able  to  foften  my  husband ; or  in  cafe  he  fhould 
prove  inflexible,  I will  die  by  his  hand,  and  thus  fall  a 
victim  to  his  fufpicions.  Thou  perfidious,  thou  wicked 
wretch ! added  the  lady,  addrefling  herfelf  to  Gelin,  thou 
hall  abufed  my  Ample  credulity;  thou  haft  violated,  in  a 
moft  inhuman  manner,  the  facred  laws  of  friendfhip. 
Wretch  that  thou  art!  what  could  be  thy  view  in  tear- 
ing me  from  the  arms  of  the  fondeft  of  husbands,  by 
thy  envenom'd  arguments.  No;  nothing  but  my  blood 
, and  thine-are  capable  of  walking  out  fo  enormous  a crime. 
I Either  kill  meat  once,  orreftoreme  to  my  husband  and 
my  dear  children.  The  lady,  continued  the  captain,  was 
perpetually  venting  fuch  plaints;  and  ’twas  with  theut- 
moft  difficulty  I prevented  her  making  away  with  her 
l felf.  Gelin  did  not  dare  to  enter  her  cabbin  ; and  all  the 
arguments  I could  ufe  to  calm  her  forrows,  only  enflam’d 
, them  the  more ; which  threw  me  jnto  fo  great  a perpk  xi- 
Vol.  II.  N tv. 
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ty,  that  I determined  not  to  proceed  fo  far  as  Trance.  T 
therefore  refolved  to  eafe  my  felf  of  this  heavy  burden  at 
'Corunna,  where  no  body  knew  me ; and  to  prevent  any 
evil  accident  from  befalling  my  felf,  I landed  them  in  the 
night  time,  and  fet  fail  again  immediately.  But  now  ad- 
ded he,  as  I find  this  was  your  lady,  I befeech  you  to  take 
pity  on  me,  and  not  put  me  into  the  hands  of  juftice,  as 
*tis  in  your  power  to  do.  ’Twas  merely  for  the  fake  of 
a little  money,  that  I engaged  in  this  dangerous  affair .... 
The  captain  had  no  great  occafion  to  employ  entreaties 
to  obtain  my  pardon  ; after  which  I return’d  to  St. 
Cloud , highly  fatisfied  with  the  difco-veries  I had  made. 

Mrs.  Lallin  beheld  with  an  air  of  melancholy  and  in- 
difference, the  joy  which  began  to  diffufe  itfelf  over 
my  whole  family.  She  caft  her  eyes  upon  me,  and 
feemed  to  dread  reproaches  Ihe  had  no  ways  defer ved. 
At  laft,  fays  fhe,  I ought  to  be  punifhed  for  the  calamities 
you  have  undergone,  fince  I have  been  thecaufe  of  them. 
If  Mrs.  Cleveland  was  jealous  of  me,  ’tis  certain  that 
my  imprudent  conduct  gave  her  fome  grounds  for  it. 
Live  therefore  happy  with  her  : Heaven  form’d  you  for 
each  other  j but  as  for  me,  the  gloom  of  a cloifteristhe 
©nlyafylum  it  has  left  to  my  choice.  In  the  folitude  of 
it  will  I bewail  till  death  (hallfnatch  me  from  the  world, 
thediforders  which  my  prefence  brought  into  your  fa- 
mily : But  thendori’t  fail  to  affure  Mrs.  Cleveland , that 
I was  no  more  than  the  innocent  caufe  of  both  your 
misfortunes.  In  two  days  I will  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu, 
and  I conjure  you  not  to  enquire  the  place  of  my  retire- 
ment; for  that  I will  never  reveal. 

This  refolutionof  Mrs.  Lallin  gave  me  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  I ufed  all  the  arguments  pofiible  to  make  her 
change  it.  My  wife,  fays  I,  is  bound  in  juftice  to  en- 
tertain the  moft  advantageous  idea  imaginable  of  your 
merit  and  of  your  virtue.  We  all  three  have  adted  very; 
imprudently  j we  therefore  muft  forgive  one  another,  anc 
unite  our  felves  by  the  bands  of  a perfect  efteem.  My 
wife  will  not  doubt  your  innocence ; and  Iamperfuad-j 
ed,  that  after  fhe  has  heard  the  whole  affair,  the  friendfhij 
flie  then  will  conceive  for  you,  will  be  ftronger,  in  pro-* 
portion  to  the  averfion  which  an  ill  grounded  jealoufj 
made  her  before  entertain.  But  I can  never  confent  t<  ?i 

you  I 
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'your  leaving  us,  and  will  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to 
prevent  it.  Refolve  therefore,  madam,  to  live  and  die 
with  us,  for  this  is  the  only  refolution  1 can  approve. 
"Mr s.  Lallin  feem’d  at  firft  inflexible,  but  at  laft,  the  ten- 
der entreaties  and  arguments  of  my  fitter-  in-law  and  young 
Bridge,  began  to  make  fome  impreflion  on  her. 

I defired  them  to  go  to  Chailldt,  and  there  found  the 
difpofitions  of  my  wife  with  regard  to  me  ; and  to  fee 
whether  {he  would  approve  the  reunion  I proje&ed. 
They  all  approv’d  thedefign,  and  accordingly  fet  out  for 
that  place.  After  making  fome  overtures,  fays  my  wife, 

I can  never  confent  to  your  propofal.  Alas ! I was  born 
of  too  unhappy  a mother,  and  under  too  impropitious 
ftars,  to  afpire  any  more  after  a happinefs  of  which  I 
| have  made  my  felf  unworthy.  The  grief  that  for  ever 
tortures  my  foul,  is  the  mo  ft  gentle  punifhmentl  de- 
ferve.  The  only  favour  I ask,  is,  that  I may  be  admit- 
ted to  fee  my  dear  children  often,  in  order  to  teach  them 
by  my  numberlefs  misfortunes  ; and  I fhall  think  my 
1 felf  thrice  happy,  if  lean  perfuade  Mr.  Cleveland  of  my 
| innocence  — — Sh~  here  filed  fuch  a flood  of  tears, 

: that  ttie  was  unable  to  proceed  for  fome  moments — - 
I Let  Mr.  Cleveland , fays  fhe,  feek  for  fome  new  felicity; 

* for  he  mutt:  never  expett  to  meet  with  any  in  the  fociety 
of  an  unhappy  wife,  whofe  heedlefs  conduct  made  her 
virtue  fufpedfed.  I will  wafte  my  few  ebbing'  days  in. 
forrow,  fince  fate  will  have  it  fo. 

Mrs.  Bridge  told  her,  that  there  was  a wide  difference 
’between  fufpicion  and  guilt.  Your  leaving  us,  fays  fhe, 
made  us  conjecture  that  a criminal  paflioufor  Gelin  had 
dragg’d  you  after  him  ; but  fhen  thefe  conjectures  are  far 
from  proving  your  guilt.  Mr.  Cleveland  is  fo  judicious, 
that  he  cannot  but  make  a proper  diftinCtion  between 
things  fo  different  in  their  natures.  You  on  the  other  fide, 
rafhly  furmifed,  that  Mrs.  Lallin  fhar’d  your  husband’s 
heart  with  you,  and  that  they  held  a criminal  correfpon- 
dence.  But  in  cafe  you  ftill  harbour  the  leaft  fufpicion, 
you  ought  to  banifli  it  from  your  mind;  and  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  if  Mr  s.Lallin  poffefled  Mr.  Cleveland's  e- 
c;  fteem,  you  was  happy  in  his  love.  Alas!  fai  dlanny,  I 
can  hardly  perfuade  my  felf,  that  Mrs.  Lallin  and  my 
!5  husband  will  have  gene'rofity  enough  to  obliterate  the 
r N z memory 
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memory  of  my  unjuft,  my  cruel  fufpicions.  I can  no 
longer  doubt  of  their  innocence,  nor  ot  Mr.  Cleveland’s 
affection  for  me  5 but  tortur’d  by  jealoufy,  the  eye  of 
reafon  was  quite  fliut  in  my  foul  j teiz’d  by  an  artful 
wretch,  and  feduced  by  his  ill-grounded  ftories,  and  the 
infidious  marks  of  an  hypocritical  paflion,  I unhappily 
abandon’d  my  felf  to  evil  counfels.  However,  neither 
inclination  nor  love  prompted  my  flight ; but  the  wild 
paflion  which  then  tyrannized  over  my  heart,  threw  fuch 
a cloud  over  my  underftanding,as  quite  depriv’d  me  of  the 
liberty  either  to  refledi  or  a£l.  Once  again ; let  me  on-  ^ 
ly  be  thought  innocent,  and  then,  let  me  be  permitted 
to  deplore,  in  folitude,  the  remainder  of  my  wretched 
days. 

My  lifter- in-law  did  not  think  proper  to  let  my  wife 
know  diredlly  the  difpofitions  of  my  heart  with  regard 
to  her  ; and  the  thoughts  oF  our  calamity,  waked  the 
tendereft  companion  in  her  bofom.  When  Mrs.  Lallin 
and  my  wife  parted,  they  gave  each  other  the  fondeft 
marks  cf  a reciprocal  efteem  ; and  a furprizing  circum- 
ftance  is,  that  each  endeavoured  to  perfuadc  the  other  that 
fhe  was  guilty,  tho’  both  were  miracles  in  virtue.  Alas ! 
to  my  imprudence,  all  thefe  errors  were  owing ; and  I 
had  not  only  my  own  folly  to  anfwer  for,  but  that  of 
my  wife  alio. 

In  the  mean  time  my  fons  were  for  ever  asking  me 
when  their  mother  would  come  home ; and,  embracing 
me  with  inexpreflible  tendernefs,  they  would  beg  me  to 
take  her  from  Chaillot , they  not  being  fatisfied  with  bare- 
ly viliting  her.  They  would  ask  me,  why  their  mother 
was  confin’d  in  that  prifon  ? what  crime  fhe  had  commit- 
ted ? why  ftie  wore  a religious  habit  ? with  a thoufand  o- 
ther  particulars  which  ftrengthened  my  paflion  for  her. 
However,  it  was  proper  for  me  to  wait  Bring  s return, 
and  I did  not  wait  long.  This  domeftick  gave  me  frefii 
proofs  of  his  fidelity,  by  the  exa&neft  with  which  he  ful- 
filled my  orders.  Gelin’s  adventure  had  made  fo  much 
noife  in  Corunna , that  he  foon  found  out  the  inn  where 
that  wretch  had  been  heal’d  of  his  wounds.  Bring  was 
told  the  exadf  day  of  his  arrival  in  that  town ; and  alfo 
when  he  left  it.  He  was  farther  allured,  that  a lady  who 
came  with  Gelin , had  left  him  the  fecondday  after  his 
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arrival,  that  is,  the  third  day  after  he  had  afiaftinated  my 
brother  : That  fhe  had  declared,  the  company  of  this  man 
was  odious  to  her,  for  reafons  Hie  could  not  reveal ; that 
a perfon  of  diftinftion  in  that  city,  being  fent  for  to 
court,  file  had  taken  this  opportunity  to  go  for  Madrid, 
and  from  thence  had  fet  out  for  Paris,  in  company  with 
a nobleman  and  his  family  who  were  travelling  thither; 
that  the  lead  fufpicions could  not  be  entertain’d  with  re- 
gard to  her  virtue,  but  that  ’twas  certain  flic  deteftcd  the 
perfon  who  came  on  fhore  with  her.  Bring,  after  this, 
waited  upon  the  nobleman,  who  had  carried  my  wife  in 
his  coach  to  Madrid  and  for  this  purpofe,  pretended  he 
was  lent,  by  that  lady’s  relations,  in  order  to  enquire 
what  was  become  of  her  ; and  very  happily,  thehighcfl 
elogiums  were  then  made  of  my  wife’s  virtue.  He  af- 
terwards delired  to  have  the  molt  authentick  teftimonials 
poffible  of  all  he  had  heard ; and  was  indulged-  them  with 
pleafure.  But  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  procured  a certi- 
ficate from  the  magiftrates,  declaring  the  probity  of  the 
feveral  perfons  who  had  madethefe  declarations  \ and  af- 
ter obtaining  thefe  feveral  pieces,  he  returned  with  incre- 
dible difpatch,  to  inform  me  of  particulars  which  could 
not  but  give  me  the  highefi:  fatisfa&ion. 

I had  writ  to  the  Lord  Clarendon,  to  defire  his  advice 
alfo  in  affair  of  fo  much  importance.  The  anfwer  with 
which  he  favour’d  me,  correfponded  fo  happily  with  my 
own  inclinations,  and  Mr.  de  Groot's  council,  that  all  my 
fufpicions  were  now  quite  remov’d.  I had  the  ftrongeft 
reafons  to  believe,  that  thefe  two  illuftrious  friends  were 
perfons  of  the  greateft  honour  and  probity ; and  confe- 
quently  incapable  of  advifing  me  to  things,  which  they 
themfelves  would  not  have  done.  I thereupon  refolveci 
to  fet  out  for  Chaillot  the  very  next  day,  to  end  at  once  my 
own  and  my  dear  wife’s  calamities. 

’Tis  beyond  the  power  of  words  to  exprefs  what  we 
felt  in  this  tender  interview.  The  inftant  I perceived  the 
adorable  creature,  my  wandring  glance  quite  died  away. 
I endeavoured  to  fpeak,  but  the  fweet  agitations  I felt  fuf- 
ficiently  difeovered  the  ftate  of  my  foul.  Our  glances 
now  feem’d  commixed ; we  both  fetch’d  the  deepefi: 
fighs,  and  afterwards  burft  into  tears.  How  enchant- 
ingly-delightful  is  the  fecret  charm  which  two  perfons,' 
N 3 equally 
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equally  dear  to  one  another,  tafte,  who  after  a long,  long/ 
abfence,  which  was  thought  eternal,  feel  in  each  others 
arms,  the  foft  object  of  all  their  inquietudes ! Overjoy- 
ed with  one  another,  we  fancied  that  love  wasdefcended: 
from  heaven,  purely  to  feat  himfelf  again  in  our  hearts. 
Our  cheeks  were  along  time  fattened  to  each  other ; and 
neither  qf  us  was  able  to  pronounce  a word.  At  laft ; 
heaven,  fays  I,  is  ftill  propitious  to  me!  my  felicity  is, 
complete,  fince  I again  enjoy  the  all- adorable  Fanny. 
Deareft  of  creatures,  continued  I,  blot  from  your  me-, 
mory  the  numberlefs  evils  I have  made  you  fitter ! har- 
bour no  longer  the  leaft  fufpicion,  either  concerning  my 
love  or  my  fidelity  ; and  be  firmly  convinced  of  Mrs.. 
Tallin's  virtue.  My  heart  has  been  for  ever  yours,  and' 

yours  only Love  prompted  ten  thoufand  other 

melting  expreflions ; and.  the  agitations  I felt  prov’d  the- 
fincerity  of  my  pafiion.  My  wife  heard  me  with  a re-, 
fpe&ful  modefty,  and  at  laft  declared,  that  fhe  only  was 
guilty,  and  that  I was  too  generous  to  forget  her  errors, 
and  impute  them  to  my  felf:  that  it  was  but  juft  fhe 
her  felf  fhould  feel  and  bewail  them,  fince,  inftead  of 
preventing  all  our  misfortunes,  by  revealing  her  fufpici- 
ons  to  me,  fhe  had  abandoned  herfelfto  the  fatal  fugge- 
ftions  of  a groundlefs  jealoufy.  ,rTis  true,  continued  fhe, 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  Mrs.  Riding , I fhould  not  have 
been  thus  fatally  filent.  Jealoufy,  would  fhe  fay  to  me 
every  moment,  may  arife  in  our  minds  in  fpite  of  our 
felves,  but  then  ’tis  our  duty  to  filence  it.  You  would 
exafperate  your  husband,  fhould  you  acquaint  him  with 
your  injurious  fufpicions  j and  he,  who  pofiibly  is  inno- 
cent, may  by  this  means  be  prompted  to  guilt  j or  at 
leaft,  it  may  expofe  him  to  fuch  a temptation,  as  may 
quite  overpower  his  offended  virtue.  Alas!  had  I not 
liftned  to  her,  1 then  fhould  not  have  difturbed  your  tran- 
quility. But,  will  it  be  pofiibly  for  you  ever  to  love  me,  af- 
ter 1 have  involved  you  in  fo  much  woe  ? Can  your  heart 
ftill  feel  the  leaft  tendernefs  for  a wife,  who  tho5  fhe  never 
loved  any  one  but  her  deareft  of  husbands,  did  yet  harbour 
amoftcruel,  a moft  unjuft  jealoufy  ? Yes,  replied  I,  thou 
fweeteft  of  creatures ! I ftill  love  thee ; and  my  heart  pants 
after  my  lovely  Fanny  only,  and But  in  what  man- 

ner do  you  love  me,  faid  fhe,  in  the  greateft  tranfport  ? 

Alas! 
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Alas ! faid  I tQ  her,  I'  love  you  as  I loved  you  formerly  ; for 
1 can  compare  the  pafiion  I now  feel,  to  nothing  but  that  I 
before  felt  for  you, and  for  you  my  angel  only . I have  heard 
you  applauded  in  the  moft  advantageous  terms,  by  all  who 
have  feen  you  fince  our  abfence.  Thefe  encomiums  give 
me  infinitely  more  pleafure  than  if  they  had  been  bellowed 
upon  myfelf ; and  I am  more  fenfible  than  ever,  that  your 
intereft  is  infeparable  from  mine.  Let  us  then,  my  fweer, 
my  virtuous  Fanny,  live  happy ; and  may  the  moll  raptu- 
rous pleafures  repay  the  numberlefs  infelicities  we  have 
met  with.  At  my  pronouncing  thefe  words,  I gaz’d  Hill 
more  tenderly  than  ever  upon  her  ; fhe  advanc’d  towards 
meatid  tranfported  with  joy : I embraced  my  Fanny  ; when 
methought  my  foul  flew  from  my  bofom  to  animate  hers. 

A little  after  this  we  prepared  for  our  departure.  My 
wife  then  took  leave  of  the  ladies  her  friends,  who  all  te- 
ftified  with  an  agreeable  fimplicity,  the  fatisfaction  they 
felt  at  this  fo  unexpected  a return  of  her  felicity,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  the  forrow  into  which  the  h>fs  of  fo  amiable  a 
perfon  would  plunge  them . Floods  of  tears  were  fned  on 
all  fides,  which  1 confidered  as  an  infallible  proof  of  my 
wife’s  virtuous  deportment,. 

We  flay’d  at  St.  Cloud's  fome  months  longer ; all  which 
pafs’d  in  the  utmoft  delight.  Every  moment  I could  fteal 
from  love,  I employ’d  in  fettling  my  affairs;  refolving  to 
embark  for  England  as  foon  as  poffible.  Lord  Axminjler's 
■eftate,  which  devolv’d  upon  me  and  my  children,  called  me 
into  that  kingdom  for  their  intereft  ; and  a little  after  I 
had  reafon  to  believe  that  my  family  would  be  increas’d.  I 
was  rich ; but  perfons  who  have  children  think  they  never 
have  wealth  enough,  at  leaft,  ambition  covers  itfelf  with 
this  fpecious  veil. 

’T  was  but  a few  days  before  we  quitted  St.  Cloud,  that 
Mr.  de  Groot  left  France  to  return  to  his  own  country . The 
king  and  his  wholecouit  gave  him  the  higheft  teftimonies 
of  their  efteem . He  alfo  was  for  fome  days  a fpectator  of 
my  reconciliation  with  Mrs.  Cleveland,  which  gave  him 
prodigious  pleafure ; and  we  both  return’d  him  a million 
of  thanks  for  the  excellent  advice  he  had  given  me  on 
that  occafion ; an  advice  that  was  productive  of  both 
our  felicities.  He  complimented  us  upon  it  in  the  hand- 
fomeft  expreflions,  and  wifhed  us  perpetual  felicity. 

N 4 I 
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I (hall  not  take  notice  of  a great  number  of  fubje&s  on 
which  we  difcourfed  (mod  of  which  related  to  religion 
in  general)  during  his  ftay  at  Paris  or  at  court.  The  rea- 
der will  imagine,  from  what  he  faw  in  the  beginning  of 
my  hiftory,  that  I was  too  much  a philofopher  ro  pay 
the  leaft  regard  to  religion.  I will  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to 
confefs,that  I was  far  from  being  fixed  on  that  head,having 
fcarce  been  taught  the  firft  principles  of  it ; but  found  in  the 
courfe  of  the  conventions  abovementioned,  that  it  would 
be  very  proper  for  me  to  learn  them . Mr.  deGroot  and  I had 
very  ftrongdifputes  on  the  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  be- 
lief of  which  1 at  laft  was  firmly  grounded.  I fhalllay 
no  more  on  this  fubjeft  at  prefent,  becaufe  I fhall  return 
to  it  very  foon ; and  will  only  obferve  by  the  way,  that 
I have  meditated  very  intenfely  on  the  mftrudtions  this 
great  man  gave  me ; and  that  the  more  knowledge  I at- 
tain’d in  the  Chriftian  religion,  after  perufing  the  facred 
writings  very  attentively,  the  more  imperfeft  I found 
that  philofophy  which  is  not  principally  guided  by  it. 

War  being  declared  in  1672..  againft  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, the  BritiJJj  channel  became  very  unfafe  to  thofe 
who  failed  that  way.  Thefea  was  cover’d  with  the  fleets 
of  France,  Great  Britain  and  Holland  and  tho’  we  were 
in  no  danger  from  the  two  former  powers,  yet  the  Dutch 
were  very  formidable.  I willconfefs  that  the  motives  of 
this  war  were  in  no  manner  honourable  with  refpecft  to 
France,  but  reflects  an  odium  on  Loitvois,  fecretary  at  war: 
The  jealoufy  of  the  minifters ; ambition,  a thirft  of  glory, 
which  too  often  is  a vicious  principle ; and  a ftrong  defire, 
as  I obferved  above,  of  taking  vengeance  on  a paltry  news- 
writer,  for  certain  infulting  expreflions ; thefe,  and  the 
offence  taken  at  fotne  fatyrical  medals,  prompted  France 
to  declare  war  againft  the  States  of  Holland , notwith- 
ftanding  the  fubmiflions  they  made.  However,  the  Eng- 
lijh  had  more  juft  reafons  for  taking  part  in  the  quarrel, 
the  Dutch  being  naturally  enemies  to  their  trade ; where- 
as the  French  invaded  a Commonwealth,  whofe  trade  and 
alliance  was  very  advantageous  to  them.  In  this  manner 
are  men  blinded  by  paflion,  fo  that  they  cannot  perceive 
what  is  truly  for  their  intereft.  Poflibly  the  king  of  Eng- 
land ( Charles  II.)  might  have  been  guilty  of  the  deepeft 
ingratitude  on  this  occasion,  by  his  again  forgetting  the 

favours 
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favours  he  had  received  from  the  republick  of  Holland, 
during  his  exile,  after  the  beheading  of  his  royal  father. 

Whilft  that  the  French  were  forcing  their  way  to  the 
very  center  of  the  United  Provinces,  I went  to  Roan  with 
my  whole  family.  Mrs.  Lallin  did  not  judge  proper  to 
di  (cover  herfelf  in  that  city  ; and  we  at  firft  intended  to 
! make  but  a very  fhort  ftay  there ; but  the  danger  of  the 
pa  (Page  to  England  obliged  us  to  refide  a long  time  in  the 
laft  mention’d  city.  Altho’ I vifited,  and  law  company 
at  my  houfe,  yet  no  one  knew  me.  The  woes  with 
which  I had  been  tortured,  and  the  fatigues  I had  under- 
gone for  fbme  years,  had  wrought  a great  change  in  me; 
and  as  I no  longer  went  by  the  name  of  Clevland,  no  one 
imagined  me  to  be  Oliver  Cromwell's  fon. 

The  Lord  Clarendon , whom  I had  been  acquainted 
with  at  Orleans , and  with  whom  I had  correfponded  by 
letter  for  above  two  years,  was  the  only  friend  in  whom  L 
put  a ftrong  confidence.  Fully  perfuaded  of  that  noble- 
man’s merit  and  integrity,  I did  not  conceal  any  thing 
from  him.  He  was  then  at  Roan,  fo  that  we  were  forever 
together.  Our  hearts  feem’d  to  be  formed  fo  perfectly 
one  for  the  other,  that  we  mutually  communicated  all 
our  thoughts  and  all  our  affairs.  I may  affirm  that  we 
were  a model  of  the  moft  exalted  friend lhip.  I had  not 
yet  found  a man  more  worthy  of  the  great  efteem  I for- 
merly had  devoted  to  lord  Axminfter.  There  now  was  no 
void  left  in  my  foul.  I have  at  laft,  would  I often 
fay  to  my  wife,  founda  perfon,  highly  worthy  of  bear- 
ing the  glorious  name,  which  fo  many  others  degrade.  I 
(ball  live  forever  with  lord  Clarendon ; and  fo  great  is  the 
fympathyof  our  fouls,  that’twillbe  impoffible  for  us  to 
be  angry  one  with  the  other,  at  the  fame  time.  Each  of 
us  would  ftand  ftri&ly  on  his  guard  on  this  occafion,  which 
is  the  only  way  to  make  triend  lhip  lading.  Lord  Claren~ 
don  is  of  afteady,  folidturnof  mind,  which  defpifes  all 
mean  and  fordid  views.  Ambition  can  never  engage  him 
in  any  tranfadfion,  which  interferes  ever  fo  little  with  the 
dutiesof  friendfhip.  He  is  even  one  of  thofe  choice  fpi- 
rits,  who  fympathize  with  their  f lends,  when  opprefied 
by  ill  fortune.  All  his  fentiments  are  extremely  noble: 
Himfelf,  and  all  who  think  as  he  does,  form,  among  ra- 
tional creatures,  a peculiar  fpecics.  He  has  the  art  of  en- 
N y,  terir.gr 
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tering  into  the  thoughts  and  fentiments  of  others,  and 
the  tafte  of  his  friends  is  his  tade.  Our  inclinations  are 
the  fame  in  all  refpe&s,  and  we  have  exa&ly  the  fame  way 
of  thinking.  The  fame  things  affett  us  both;  we  ab- 
hor double  dealing,  and  deteft  all  who  mask  their  fouls.  \ 
We  have  nothing  to  reproach  one  another  with ; and  nei- . j 
ther  calumny  nor  (lander  are  able  to  leflen  6ur  mutual  e-- 
ileem.  We  love  virtue,  and  fhould  foon^r  openly  hate,  s 
than  diflemble  with  one  another.  Our  tempers  are  free 
from  every  thing  of  a critical,  (bwer  turn;  and  if  we 
rife  to  anger,  the  only  object  of  it  is  the  infincerity  of 
mankind.  Our  behaviour  is  eafy,  and  every  thing  of  a. 
fevere  melancholy  cad  is  banifhed  from  it.  Our  com- . 
merce  is  tender  and  free:  Our  friend  (hip  is  naturally  gay, 
eafy  and  cheerful.  I beheld  in  lord  Clarendon -a.  faithful 
image  of  myfelf;  He  is  always  prefent  to  me  whenab- 
fent ; and  there  is  not  the  lead  (hadow  of  flattery  between 
us.  Our  friendfliip  is  built  upon  the  mod  lading  founda- . 
tion,  becaufe  virtue  is  the  balls  of  it.  What,  mydearefl 
Tanny , can  be  more  delightful,  than  to  poflefs  a friend,  to 
whom  we  may  fpeak  as  to  our  felves  ? Is  not  the  pleafure 
we  receive  from  any  happy  incidentgreatly  increas’d, great  - 
ly  heightened,  when  we  are  bled  in  a friend,  who  is  no  lefs 
affected  with  it  than  our  felves  ? and  how  comfort- 
able is  it,  when  any  (inider  accidents  befal  us,  to  enjoy  a 
perfon  who  is  no  lefs  grieved  at  them  than  we  our  felves 
are  ? All  other  things  which  may  be  wifh’d  for  in  life  have 
their  refpe&i ve  ufes,  but  then  they  have  but  one.  Riches 
enable  us  to  live  in  fplendor,  credit  and  authority,  and  raile 
us  higher  in  the  world ; dignities  and  employments  gain 
us  praife,  when  we  fill  them  with  judice  ; and  very  of- 
ten procure  us  encomiums  very  unjudly.  Love  gives  usa 
delight,  which  has  been  infinitely  encreafed  fince  our  re- 
conciliation. Health  preferves  the  body  from  pains  and  dif- 
eafes,and  enables  us  to  a£fc . But  friend  (hip,  heavenly  friend- 
fhip,  is  of  fervice  on  all  occafions.  ’Tis  felt  in  all  placer, 
and  is  never  unfeafonable.  For  ever  chearful  and  never 
importunate,  it  heightens  the  pleafure,  the  beauty  of 
profperity  ; and  leflens  the  weight  of  afflidtions  by  divid- 
ing them.  To  live  unbled  with  friends  cannot  be  called 
living  — - Says  my  wife,  I am  overjoy'd  at  the  fatisfa&ion 
which  lordClarendon’s  correspondence  gives  you  .His  friend- 
fhip  will  overpay  th:  calamities  into  which  the  traitor  Ge- 


Cleveland. 

tin  involved  us ; and  our  love  will  increafe  the  fweets  of 
the  friendfhip  which  unites  you  to  that  nobleman.  Im- 
prove therefore,  my  dear  Mr.  Cleveland , the  precious 
friendfhip  of  a man  who  judly  merits  all  you  can  beftow : 
thrice  happy  bo*h,  to  find  fo  reciprocal,  fo  per feft  a har- 
mony in  your  fouls!  Thepleafure  I tade  in  the  converfe 
of  Mrs  Lallin  and  Mrs.  Bridge , is  no  lefs  exquifite  than 
that  which  lord  Clarendon  indulges  you.  The  care  of  im- 
proving the  minds  of  our  children  and  my  niece,  will  form 
one  df  my  mod  agreeable  employments.  Firmly  per- 
fuadedthat  I poffeis  entirely  your  heart, methinks  nothing 
can  ever  more  didurb  my  felicity. 

I was  fo  delighted  with  the  fociety  of  lord  Clarendon , 
that  tho’  I had  refolved  to  day  no  longer  in  Roan,  till  fuch 
time  as  I fhould  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  eroding 
withfecurity  into  England,  neverthelefs  the  months  and 
years  did  away  infenfibly,  till  1674.  As  I was  one  day 
difeourfing  with  that  nobleman,  I intreated  him  to  relate 
to  me  the  hidory  of  his  difgrace  ; and  as  he  was  always 
proud  to  oblige  his  friends,  he  gratified  my  curiofity  with 
the  following  account. 

Nothing remarkable,faid  he,  befel  me  in  my  youth,  and 
I was  educated  in  a manner  fuitable  to  my  birth.  Fortune, 
who  was  determin’d  to  make  me  her  fport,  procured  me 
\ ery  early  the  favour  of  king  Charles  the  lid.  who  rais’d 
me  to  the  highed  pods  in  the  government.  This  king,  a 
little  after  his  reftoration,heightned  the  fplendor  of  my  em- 
ployments of  prime  minider,  and  of  lord  high  chancellor, 
by  giving  me  thetitleof  earl  of  Clarendon.  Thus  furround- 
ed  with  honours,  I thought  myfelf  blefs’d  with  the  fmiles 
of  a monarch  whofe  admirable  conduct  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  iudly  won  him  the  affedfion  of  his  fubjedfs. 
Adverlity  is  the  bed  fchool  for  princes ; and  king  Charles 
had  fpent  many  years  in  it.  His  fird  adf  ions  confirm’d  the 
publick  in  the  advantageous  idea  they  had  entertained  of 
his  charadter;  for  he  leemed  to  poffeis  all  the  virtues 
which  finiih  the  good  monarch,  and  the  great  Hero. 
Wholly  attentive  to  his  fubjedfseafeand  happinefs,  he  fig- 
nalized  his  return  to  his  dominions,  by  granting  a general 
pardon  to  all  perfons  concern’d  in  tjie  late  unnatural  rebel- 
lion 5 forbidding,  upon  certain  penalties,  any  one  to  re- 
proach thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  it.  None  were 
excepted  out  of  this  general  pardon,  but  the  forty  nine 
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judges  who  had  pafs’d  fentence  on  his  unhappy  father. 
Nothing  could  poffibly  have  been  better 'calculated  to 
make  the  intereft  of  the  king  infeparable  from  that  of  his 
people  ; for  this  union  ftrengthens  the  authority  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  makes  people  happy.  I was  perpetually  ex- 
horting the  king  to  continue  in  difpofitions  fo  truly  wor- 
thy a monarch,  and  at  the  fame  time,  fo  neceffary  and  ad- 
vantagious  to  himfelf.  He  never  fpoketo  me  ofhisfub- 
jedtsbutinthe  moft  tender  terms.  I imagined  him  fin- 
cere,  and  pofiibly  he  was  fo  then;  fo  that  I always  lift- 
ned  with  delight  to  the  repeated  affurances  he  gave  me  of 
it.  He  feem’d  to  have  the  higheft  regard  for  the  church  of 
England,  (which  however  was  merely  fpecious ; ) and  be- 
ing firmly  perfuaded  that  the  kingdom  would  never  enjoy 
peace  fo  long  as  the  fedlarifts  fhould  be  tolerated;  I em- 
brac’d all  the  opportunities  my  employment  gave  me,  to 
infpire  the  king  and  parliament  with  real  fears,  by  inform- 
ing them  of  authentick  fadfs,  in  order  to  prompt  them 
to  quite  ruin  the  fedfarifb. 

But  don’t  imagine  that  I was  fir’d  with  a fanatical  fpi- 
r it,  a fpirit  ofperfecution.  The  conversions  we  have 
• formerly  had  together,  may  convince  you,  that  I have  a 
more  human  way  of  thinking  ; but  thofewho  prefide  at 
the  helm  of  government,  are  fometimes  forc’d  to  commit 
certain  adtions,  they  themfelves  difapprove,  in  order  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  nation.  ’Tis  a great  unhappinefs 
for  a prince  to  be  reduced  to  fo  fatal  a neceflity,  but ’tis 
too  often  an  unavoidable  evil.  Had  my  counfels  been  fol- 
lowed, a great  number  of  diforders  would  have  been  pre- 
vented, which  will  certainly  break  out  under  this  reign. 
However,  the  king  was  far  from  approving  my  fenti- 
ments  on  this  head.  The  parliament,  which  was  entire- 
ly at  his  devotion,  granted  him  an  authority,  the  bare  de- 
mand of  which  had  brought  his  unfortunate  father  to  the 
fcaffold.  Encouraged  with  this  fuccefs,  herefolv’d  tore^ 
venge  his  father’s  death  on  the  Scots.  I ufed  all  my  en- 
deavours to  foften  his  refolutions,  from  motives  of  policy, 
honour  and  neceflity.  I fet  before  him  the  fatal  effedfs 
which  would  refult  from  fo  ill-concerted  a revenge.  The 
promifes  of  a prince,  would  I fay  to  him,  ought  to  be  fa- 
cred : if  you  once  break  thefe,  you’ll  plunge  your  fubjedts 
into  defpair,  and  lofe  their  confidence. . Fadtion  will 
again  be  authorized  to  unite  all  her  heads,  by  the  dread  of 
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living  under  a faithlefs  fovereign } and  by  the  perpetual  fear 
of  being  facrific’d  to  the  caprice  of  a tyrannical  govern- 
ment. The  vengeance,  royal  Sir,  you  would  take  is 
lawful  j but  then  ’twould  be  proper  for  you  to  fatiate  it 
by  infenfible  degrees.  The  prcsbyterians  whom  Oliver 
had  affe&ed  to  protett , with  no  other  view  but  to  enable 
himfelfto  gain  his  deteftable  ends,  deierve,  upon  account 
of  their  feditious  behaviour,  to  teel  the  molt  dreadful  ef- 
fects of  your  refentment.  But,  royal  Sir,  times  are 
chang’d}  and  ’tis  your  intereft  to  pleafe  thofe  very  pre£ 
byterians,  fmce  they  are  now  perhaps  your  moff  faithful 
fubjedfs.  My  reafons  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  on  his 
majefty,  that  heat  laft  yielded  to  them. 

This  Monarch  was  advis’d  not  to  take  off  the  flavifh 
yoke  which  his  father  had  laid  on  that  nation}  a fcheme 
that  was  projected  by  people  whofe  foie  aim  was  to  footh 
the  king’s  paflions.  ’Twas  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  I 
diverted  the  king  from  fo  cruel  a refolution. However  at  laft, 
my  counfels  and  thofe  of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale. triumphed 
over  the  pernicious  deiigns  of  thefe  indifcreet,  not  to  lay 
difaffedfed, flatterers.  On  the  other  fide, if  thei’ce/^  recover- 
ed no  more  than  the  empty  title  of  an  independent  king- 
dom, I managed  things  fo  well,  that  they  were  fenfible  of 
only  part  of  their  lofs.  However, in  fpite  of  all  my  counfels* 
the  marquils  of  Argyle  was  fentenced  to  die,  as  having 
been  an  accomplice  in  King  Charles  the  firfFs  death.  ’Twas 
alfo  againft  my  advice  that  the  king  fold  Dunkirk  to  France, 
to  compenfate  for  the  prodigious  fums  he  had  lavifhed  a- 
way  upon  his  miftreffes:  and  yet,  I myfelf  wascharged 
with  all  the  odious  circumftances  of  this  affair,  and  was 
fatyrized  upon  that  account  in  feveral  pieces,  in  which, 
indeed,  the  king’s  lafcivious  ccndudf  was  painted  juftly 
enough,  tho’  poffibly  in  too  ftrong  colours. 

I alfo  was  very  follicitous  to  promote  another  projedb, 
which  however  was  not  fuccefsful.  I was  of  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  leffen  the  power  of 
the  Presbyterians,  and  of  all  the  Nonconformifts  in  ge- 
neral} and  accordingly  took  fuch  meafures  for  that  pur- 
pofe  as  t judged  infallible.  Having  difcovered  a plot  which 
was  carrying  on,  in  fome  counties,  againft  the  govern- 
ment. I gave  advice  of  it  to  the  king  and  parliament } and 
communicated  to  both  houfes  the  names  of  the  accom- 
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plices,  the  meafures  they  had  taken,  and  their  cabals'.  I ’ 
intreated  them  to  dTconcert  the  projedt  of  the  mutineers, 
and  to  reftore  the  kingdom  to  a wifh’d  for  tranquillity. 
This  was  endeavoured,  in  the  adt  of  uniformity , by  which 
all  perfons  were  commanded  to  adhere  to  the  liturgy  of 
the  church  of  England.  But  as  the  views  of  his  majefty 
were  different  from  mine,  becaufe  the  Roman  Cati  clicks 
were  likewife  by  this  means  fubjedfc  to  the  fame  penalties 
as  thePresbyterians  ; he  carried  on  certain  private  intrigues, 
with  the  myftery  of  which  I was  wholly  unacquainted. 
King  Charles  czufed  a petition  to  be  preiented  to  himfclf, 
by  which  he  was  humbly  entreated  to  keep  the  promife  he 
had  made  in  favour  of  toleration.  This  affair  waspro- 
pofed  to  the  council,  butoppofedby  the  bi  (hops  and  my- 
felf.  The  King,  however,  reprefented  the  engagements 
by  which  he  was  bound ; and  accordingly  the  act  of  to- 
leration part,  and  a proclamation  was  publifhedto  that  ef- 
fedt,  which  was  the  fignal  of  my  difgrace.  After  this, 
not  the  lealf  regard  was  paid  to  me,  and  I was  difcharged 
from  the  poll  of  fecretary.  of  date,  in  favour  of  Sir- — 
Bennet,  my  mortal  enemy.  Neverthelefs,  the  houfe  of 
commons  adted  fo  vigoroufly  on  this  occafion,  that  they 
obliged  king  Charles  to  revoke  publickly,  his  proclama- 
tion, in  favour  of*  the  ledtarifts. 

The  court  was  extremely  difgufted  at  this  ill  fuccefs,  and 
and  I immediately  was  blam’d  for  it.  I was  fufpedted  to 
have  fomented  the  zeal  of  the  commons,  and  I will  con- 
fefs  that  this  fufpicion  was  juftly  enough  grounded.  But 
then  the  duty  of  my  employment,  the  fincere  affedtion  I 
bore  the  king  5 and  the  pubiick  welfare  which  I had  ftrong - 
ly  at  heart,  had  prompted  me  to  take  thefe  feveral  fteps. 
However  not  the  lead  regard  was  paid  to  thefe  juft  mo- 
tives. My  deftrudtion  was  refclv’d,  and  the  earl  of  Brifiol , 
who  headed  and  protedted  the  Nonconform! ft s,  had  a foul 
bafe  enough  to  become  my  accufer;  and  accordingly  he 
impeached  me  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  ot  hightreafon. 
The  articles  were,  that  I had  endeavoured  by  various  arti- 
fices to  make  the  king  odious  to  his  fubjedts ; that  I had  oc- 
. cafioned  the  injurious  reports  which  had  been  fpread,  with 
regard  to  religion,  and  his  majefty’s  private  conduit . 
That  I had  advifed  the  felling  of  Dunkirk,  embezzelled  the 
publick  monies,  made  a fale  of  pofts  and  preferments, 
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diminifhed  the  revenue  of  the  cuftoms,  and  divided  the 
profits  with  the  parties  concern’d.  I had  no  other  fupport 
in  this  extremity,  but  my  innocence  5 and  the  profecution 
ended  to  the  (haine  of  the  informer,  and  the  articles  of 
impeachment  were  thrown  out.  Thedifcovery  of  acon- 
fpiracy,  in  order  to  raife  a general  infurre&ion,  by  the 
machinations  of  Ludlow  and  Lambert,  ought  to  have  made 
the  king  fenfible  how  juft  the  counfel  I gave  him  was. 
Still  this  did  not  prompt  him  to  adt  with  greater  prudence  * 
on  the  contrary,  he  gave  a loofe  to  his  voluptuous  ima- 
gination abandoned  himfeli,  without  referve,  totheut- 
moft  excefles  of  luxury,  and  to  pleafures  altogether  un- 
worthy of  a king.  The  pride  of  his  miftreftes  exhaufted 
his  revenues,  and  reduced  him  to  a moft  deplorable  indi- 
gence. During  his  adverfity,  he  had  difeovered  all  the 
talents  requiftte  for  government  5 a penetrating  mind,  a 
found  judgment,  an  exadt  knowledge  of  the  intereft  and 
ftate  of  the  feveral  powers  ot  Europe  : But  profperity 
corrupted  all  his  good  qualities,  and  he  now  was  famous 
for  nothing  but  his  vices. 

He  broke  with  the  United-Provinces,  and  declared  war 
againft  them, . after  divers  adts  of  hoftility,  upon  pretence 
of  their  having  greatly  prejudiced  the  traffick  of  the  En- 
glifh , There  indeed  was  fome  truth  in  this  pretence ; but 
the  true  defign  was,  to  ruin  that  Commonwealth,  in  or- 
der to  eftablifh  popery  in  England  on  the  moft  folid  foun- 
dation. This  he  had  projedted  with  Lewis  XIV ; and  as 
I could  not  be  entirely  ignorant  of  their  fatal  intrigues,  I 
refufed  to  fign  the  refolution  of  the  council,  with  regard 
to  the  war  with  Holland..  The  earl  of  Southampton  refufed 
alfo;  but  I was  obliged  foon  after,  to  defire  in  the  king’s 
name,  the  concurrence  of  the  parliament,  in  order  to 
continue  with  vigour,  a war  which  had  been  carried  on 
againft  my  advice.  The  firm  perfuafion  that  it  would  be 
of  prejudice  to  the  nation,  had  made  me  difapprove  it : 
But  now  the  fame  motive  and  the  king’s  honour  inclined 
me  to  urge  the  continuation  of  it. 

In  1 66y,  a plot  was  difeovered  that  was  carried  on  by 
the  republicans,  who  attempted  to  raife  a general  infur- 
rediion,  by  thealfiftance  of  the  enemy.  Thepresbyteri- 
ans  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  publick,  that  they  had  no 
manner  of  hand  in  this  confpiracy  and  that  all  the  odium 
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of  it  ought  to  be  thrown  upon  the  fanaticks.  As  they 
could  not  deny  the  fad:,  they  afferted  that  ’twas  at  moft 
butaprojed,  which  could  not  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence.  However,  I knew  the  whole  fecret  of  the  in- 
trigue 5 and  was  certain  that  a great  number  of  presbyte- 
rians  had  engaged  in  it.  I was  befides  perfuaded,  that  a 
rebellion  ought  always  to  be  crufh’d  in  embrio.  Accord- 
ingly"! exerted  myfelf  with  vigour,  in  order  to  engage 
the  parliament  to  pafs  a fevere  bill  again!!  the  non-confor- 
mifirs ; and  that  time  1 had  the  fatisfadion  to  humble  thofe 
refMefs  difturbers  of  the  publick  peace.  However,  they 
took  a very  cruel  revenge,  by  burning  to  allies  the  greateft 
part  of  the  city  of  London . I am  firmly  pnrfuaded,  that 
thefedarifts,  particularly  the  papifts,  were  the  chief  per- 
petrators of  this  guilt ; and  poffibly  the  k and  the 

D of  To  — could  have  nam’d  the  authors  of  it. 

But  I was  not  allow’d  to  penetrate  into  this  affair ; and  the 
king  began  to  proted  the  papifts  fo  openly,  that  the  na- 
tion was  alarm’d  at  it. 

The  ignominious  peace,  which  he  foon  after  concluded 
with  th q Dutch,  ferv’d  as  a pretence  to  my  difgrace.  The 
real  motive  of  the  king’s  concluding  it,  was,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  employing  the  monies  rais’d 
for  the  continuation  of  the  war,  in  his  riotous  excefiTes. 
The  whole  nation  made  the  ftrongeft  complaints  on  that 
account.  The  infamous  dilTolution  which  reign’d  in  the 
court  was  made  publick,  and  a great  number  of  fatyrs 
were  printed  on  that  occafion. 

J now  had  been  a long  time  infupportabie  to  the  king 
as  well  as  the  courtiers.  I was  not  born  with  difpofit ions 
neceffay  for  perfons  who  would  raife  themfelves,  in  fo 
corrupt  a court  as  that  of  king  Charles.  Altho’  I appear 
to  you  of  a very  placid  behaviour,  I yet  am  very  fevere 
again!!  vice.  lam  naturally  fincere;  fothat  I fometirnes 
made  the  freeft,  and  perhaps  too  harfh,  remonftrances  to 
hismajefty.  I difeovered,  even  in  his  prefence,  the  ut- 
moft  contempt  for  his  miftreffes,  and  his  low-minded  fa.- 
vourites.  I likewife  gave  him  umbrage  upon  another 
account,  and  that  was  my  fetting  every  engine  at  work 
to  ruin  the  Roman-czthoWcks,  at  the  fame  time  that  his 
majefly  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  raife  them . I may, 
without  the  imputation  of  vanity,  affure  you  very  fin.-- 
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cerely,  that  I had  done  the  king  the  greateft  fervices ; and 
1 that  I often  endeavoured  to  do  him  feveral  of  ftill  greater 
importance,  in  fpite  of  himfelf.  "Twill  be  no  fatyr, 
when  I affirm  that  my  fervices  were  forgot  3s  foon  as  re- 
ceiv’d. i ngratitude,  a crime  that  is  too  frequently  found 
in  crown’d  heads,  is  but  too  confpicuous  in  Charles  the 
I Id . He  pofleffes  but  very  few  of  the  moral  virtues : he 
imagines  that  honour  and  probity  are  merely  the  refult  of 
natural  difpofition  ; and  that  intereft  is  the  only  rule  and 
ftandard  of  man’s  condudf.  Fully  perfuaded  that  there  is 
no  fuch  thingas  fincere  fricndfhip,  he  thinks  himfelf  im- 
power’d  to  difpenfe  with  the  common  laws  of  gratitude. 

In  confequence  of  this  principle,,  he  refo'v’d  I fhould 
fall  a vidlim  to  the  univerfal  deteftation  he  had  drawn  up- 
on himfelf  by  his  debauchery,  and  the  wrong  fteps  he  had 
taken  ; and  to  recover  the  good  opinion  of  the  people, 
by  my  fall,  he  was  determin’d  to  make  me  anfwerfor  the 
fale  of  Dunkirk.  Accordingly,  he  fpread  a malicious  in- 
finuation,  viz..  That  to  my  intrigues  and  treachery,  was 
wholly  owing  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  war  againft  the  Dutch , 
and  the  odious  peace  he  had  concluded  with  them.  A re- 
port prevail’d  foon  after,  that  I was  a penfioner  to  the 
ftatesof  Holland,  an  imputation  which  feem’d  to  be  not 
altogether  improbable,  from  my  having  oppos’d  the  war 
with  fo  much  vigour.  The  common  people  who  judge 
only  from  appearances,  were  foon  prejudic'd  againft  me, 
fo  that  1 was  conlider’d  as  a traitor  to  my  country.  Not- 
withftanding  the  dreadful  havock  which  the  plague  and 
the  fire  had  made  in  London,  I yet  had  built  a very  fplendid 
edifice  in  that  city.  This  imprudent  magnificence  made 
the  vulgar  believe  that  I rejoic’d  at  the  publick  calamities, 
andfo  1 incurr’d  a general  hatred.  Matters  being  in  this 
fituation,  it  was  very  ealy  for  the  king  to  ruin  me. 

Beiides  the  reafons  I have  already  given  you,  for  the 
hatred  which  Charles  the  I Id.  had  conceiv’d  againft  me, 
I am  to  add,  that  being  now  grown  quite  weary  of  his 
queen,  he  was  refolv’d  to  divorce  her.  Now  I oppos’d 
this  defign  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  The  king  was  fmit- 
ten  with  one  of  his  relations,  of  the  Stuart  family,  and 
refolv’d  to  marry  her.  I had  no  other  way  to  difconcert 
all  thefe  meafures,  than  by  reprefenting  faithfully  to  his 
beautiful  miftrefs  the  injuftice  of  fuch  a divorce  j and  fhe 
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being  a lady  of  great  virtue,  immediately  fupprefs’d  the* 
ambitious  notions  fhe  before  had  entertain’d.  I after- 
wards advis’d  her  to  make  choice  of  fome  nobleman, 
whom  fhe  might  marry  without  having  any’caufe  to  re- 
proach herfelfj  and  accordingly  fhe  join’d  herfelf  in  wed- 
lock to  the  duke  of  Richmond.  The  king  immediately 
wreck’d  his  vengeance  againft  the  new  married  couple  j; 
he  bani  fil’d  ’em  the  court,  and  from  that  moment  fet  eve- 
ry engine  at  work  to  deftroy  me. 

Princes  never  fail  to  meet  with  flatterers,  thofe  pefts  of 
courts,  who  endeavour  to  foment  or  juftify  their  moft;>' 
fhameful  paflions.  That  of  king  Charles  abounded  with 
thofe  infipid,  groveling  courtiers,  who  ridicul’d  the  gra- 
vity with  which  1 always  appear ; a character  that  was 
born  with  me,  and  which  feems  more  affe&ed,  and  ftill 
more  haughty,  when,  an  univerfal  depravation  reigns.  I 
faw  rnyfelf  expos’d  to  the  moft fevere  ftrokes  of  raillery,, 
and  the  moft  malicious  turn  was  given  to  my  adtions  tho* 
ever  fo  innocent.  I was  charg’d  with  ambition  and  pride, 
vices  whofe  tyranny  I have  never  experienc’d.  They  re- 
viv’d the  oppofition  I had  made  to  Popha)n’s  defign  of  aug- 
menting the  revenues  of  the  crown,  and  to  various  other 
projects  for  eftablifhing  defpotick  power.  By  thefemy 
fidelity  became fufpedted.  The  Raman  catholicks,  who, 
by  his  majefty’s  favour  had  gain’d  the  upper  hand,  confl- 
der’d  me  as  an  implacable  enemy  of  their  religion ; for 
which  reafon  they  did  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  haften 
my  ruin.  The  only  friend  who  now  ftood  by  me  in  this 
unhappy  juncture,  was  the  earl  of  Southampton,  lord  high- 
treafurer;  and  not  long  after  this,  death  fnatch’d  him 
from  the  world.  This  nobleman  had  been  fo  generous,  as 
to  give  the  moft  glorious  teftimony  of  my  integrity,  be- 
fore the  whole  council.  As  my  enemies  endeavour’d  tO' 
reprefent  my  adminiftration  in  the  moft  odious  light, 
lord  Southampton  told  them,  that  my  fall  would  inevitably 
drag  after  it  that  of  the  church  of  England , and  of  the 
laws  and  privileges  of  the  nation.  I do  not  mention  this 
incident  out  of  vanity,  but  only  to  (how,  the  irreparable 
lofs  I fuftain’d,  by  the  death  of  fo  faithful,  fo  zealous  and 
generous  a friend.  Soon  after  this,  the  management  of 
the  treafury  was  committed  to  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  and 
-other  com  miflioriers,  I was  removed  from  the  chancel- 
lor’s 


Mr.  Cleveland.  307 

lbr’s  feat,  and  Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman  fucceeded  mein  it; 
but  the  vengeance  which  the  king  and  his  favourites  me- 
ditated, was  not  yet  fatiated.  They  fpirited  up  the  houfe 
of  commons  againft  me,  who  thank’d  the  king  for  dif- 
mifling  me;  and  king  Charles,  on  the  other  fide,  pro- 
mis’d the  houfe  never  to  let  me  enjoy  any  publick  em- 
ployment for  the  future.  He  himfelfdid  not  even  fcruple 
to  charge  me  with  male-adminiftration  ; but  it’s  very- 
well  known  in  England,  that  all  honeft,  impartial  per- 
fonswere  greatly  fhock’d  at  his  conduct  on  this  occaiion.. 

I was  impeach’d  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  fe- 
veral  crimes,  viz, . of  havingadvis’d  the  king  to  lay  afide 
parliaments,  and-toreignin  an  abfolute  manner;  of  hav- 
ing been  fo  infolent  as  to  publifh  that  the  king  was  a ro- 
man catholick;  of  having  accepted  confiderable  fums  of 
money,  upon  condition  to  pafs  certain  patents  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  ftatutes,  and  for  railing  the  ufual  price  of 
wine;  of  having  diverted  the  courfe  of  juftice  from  its 
natural  channel,  by  decrees  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom;  that  by  my  orders,  and  without  obferving  the 
formalities  preferib’d,  feveral  of  his  majefty’s  fubje&s 
had  been  banifh’d  to  the  Weft-Indies ; that,  by  virtue  of 
this  defpotick  authority,  others  had  been  fummon’d  to 
appear  before  the  council,  to  give  in  an  eftimateof  their 
pollefiions ; that  I had  called  inqueftion  the  charters  of  a 
great  many  companies,  and  forc’d  them  to  pay  large  fums, 
in  order  to  have  ’em  renew’d . That  after  the  death  of  the 
late  king,  1 had  held  a correfpondence  with  Oliver  and  his 
adherents,  and  had  introduc’d  an  arbitrary  form  of  govern- 
ment into  the  American  colonies ; that  I had  caus’d  the 
project,  of  conquering  the  French  fettlements  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  to  mifearry ; and  that  it  was  wholly  owing 
to  my  counfel  that  Dunkirk  had  been  fold;  and  finally, 
that  in  the  laft  war  I had  betrayed  his  majefty,  and  difeo- 
ver’d  his  fecrets  to  the  enemy. 

Nothing  could  be  more  palpably  falfe,  than  all  thefe  ac- 
cufations,  and  neverthelefs,  the  houfe  of  commons,  brib’d 
by  the  emifl'aries  of  the  court,  impeach’d  me  of  high 
treafon,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  defired  I 
might  be  committed  to  the  tower.  However,  the  peers 
were  determin’d  not  to  judge  from  flight  fufpicions,  and 
accordingly  demanded  to  fee  all  the  proofs  of  the  feveral  ’ 

article? . 
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articles  with  which  I was  charg'd.  This  diverfity  of  opi- 
nions of  the  lords  and  commons,  would  have  been  attend- 
ed with  very  fatal  confequences,  had  not  the  king,  who 
was  confcious  of  my  innocence,  granted  me  the  liberty 
to  leave  the  kingdom.  Immediately  after  this,  I no' 
fooner  fettled  my  private  affairs  in  England,  but  I crofs’d 
the  fea,  and  came  to  Orleans,  where  I had  the  happinefs 
to  meet  with  you,  and  to  contract  the  ftriCt  friend fhip 
which  hitherto  has  not  been  interrupted  in  any  manner, 
and  which,  I hope,  will  beaslaftingas  life.  Iatlaftam 
come  to  Roan , with  a defign  there  to  end  my  days,  which 
begin  already  to  be  burthenfome  to  me. 

This  fad  ftory,  the  moft  effential  .circumftances  of 
which  I have  related*  rais’d  a great  number  of  reflections 
in  my  mind,  with  regard  to  the  inconftancy  of  fortune, 
and  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart.  I cou’d  not  for- 
bear communicating  part  of  them  to  lord  Clarendon , the 
day  after,  finding  him  very  penflve.  The  relation  you 
gave  me  yefterday,  faid  I to  him,  of  your  life,  and  the 
cruel  ingratitude  of  the  king  with  regard  to  you,  after 
your  great  and  important  fervices  recall’d  to  my  remem- 
brance many  ideas  I formerly  entertain’d,  which  refleCf 
no  great  honour  on  mankind and  wou’d  almofl  make 
me  doubt  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion.  You  may 
have  obferv’d,  my  lord,  ever  fince  I have  had  the  honour  to 
know  you,  that  my  grand  principle  wasa  certain  virtue, 
which  appear’d  to  me  common,  in  a great  meafure,  to  all 
the  various  nations  in  the  world,  atleaft,  to  all  thofe  with 
whom  I am  acquainted.  As  1 had  frequently  heard  of  the 
beauty,  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  the  chriflian  religion, 
I entertain’d  a very  advantagious  idea  of  it.  I ardently 
defir’d  to  live  in  a country,  whofe  inhabitants  might  pro- 
fefs  it,  in  hopes  that  I fhould  fee  their  conduCt  regulated 
by  the  pureft  maxims ; and  that  their  virtue  would  be  in- 
finitely more  enlightned,  than  that  general  virtue  which 
I had  hitherto  made  my  ftudy.  But  to  deal  frankly,  my 
lord,  fince  the  ftory  you  have  told  me,  and  certain  inci- 
dents in  which  I myfelf  was  concern’d,  I perhaps  have 
feen  more  injuftice,  and  diflolutenefs  among  chriftians, 
than  in  the  countries  inhabited  by  favages.  How  cou’d 
chriftians  be  guilty  of  the  enormities  you  related  to  me 
yefterday  !.  Was  it  a king,  whole  duty  it  is  to  govern  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  precepts  of  chrift,  that  pcrfecuted  you 
with  fo  much  inlincerity,  ingratitude  and  fevcrity  ! I 
have  had  my  fhare  of  reading  as  well  as  of  travelling ! but 
never  met  with  To  great  a depravation  of  manners,  even 
among  the  barbarous  nations  with  whom  1 was  oblig’d  to 
fpend  a confiderable  time.  I never  perceiv’d,  that  canni- 
bals perfecuted  their  friends,  and  fet  every  engine  at  work 
to  ruin ’em.  Alas ! my  lord,  there  either  rnufl  be  but  a 
very  fmall  number  of  real  chriftians,  or  the  maxims  of 
the  religion  they  profefsmuft  be  extremely  difficult  not  to 
fay  impoffible,  to  put  in  pra&ice.  Before,  I was  be- 
wilder’dand  loft  in  the  ideas  I had  form’d  to  myfelf  of  the 
infufficiency  of  philofophy,  I plainly  perceiv’d,  by  the 
converfation  I have  had  with  Mr.  de  Groot  and  you.  that 
this  ftudy  did  not  clear  up  certain  perplex’d  and  gloomy 
thoughts,  which  crouded  perpetually  in  my  mind.  I 
found,  indeed,  that  the  chriftian  faith  fcatter’d  thefe 
clouds,  but  then,  what  am  I to  conclude,  when  I fee 
perfons  who  call  themfeives  chriftians,  fo  wretchedly 
corrupted  in  their  principles  1 Don’t  extend  your  reflec- 
tions farther,  dear  Cleveland,  faid  the  earl,  interrupting  me, 
I eafily  conceive  what  you  wou’d  fay  farther  on  this  head. 
Perplex  yourfelf  no  longer  with  regard  to  the  king’s  ingra- 
titude to  me,  for  I have  reap’d  much  greater  advantage 
from  it  than  you  may  imagine.  After  having  paft  thro’ 
fuch  a feries  of  calamities,  it  is  time  for  me  to  prepare  for 
death.  I was  deeply  fix’d  in  that  thought  when  you  came 
in ; but  you  wou’d  do  me  a great  injury,  fhould  you  ima- 
gine that  my  difgrace  fuggefted  it.  I will  confefs  to  you, 
that,  fo  long  as  there  was  a probability  of  my  being  fuf- 
pe&ed  to  be  guilty  of  infidelity  and  male-adminiftration, 
(tho’  I found  my  confidence  pure  on  that  occafion)  my 
fall  appear’d  to  me  in  the  moft  dreadful  light.  But  no 
fooner  had  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  acknowledg’d 
my  innocence,  than  I rofe  from  a ftate  of  fiadnefis  and  dif- 
content,  to  a calm  which,  tho’ not  altogether  fo  fweet  at 
firft,  is  now  infinitely  charming  to  me;  knowing  how 
much  it  is  the  duty  of  a chriftian  to  think  ferioufly  of  his 
condition.  In  fine,  it’s  in  this  felfi  recolle&ion  I was  more 
fenfible  than  ever,  (and  I found  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  on 
this  occafion)  that  among  the  various  religions  one  only 
can  be  true.  Now,  without  defeending  to  an  inquiry 

which 
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which  I leave  to  divines,  I am  convinc’d  in  theftrongeft 
and  mod  folid  manner,  that  this  religion  can  be  no  other 
than  that  of  chrift.  You  poftibly  may  be  induc’d  to  ima- 
gine. that  I was  prompted  to  this  belief  merely  from  edu- 
cation * but  I can  allure  you  ’tis  otherwife ; and  that  not- 
withftanding  the  multiplicity  of  affairs  in  which  I have 
been  ingag’d,  I yet  always  devoted  fome  hours  to  the  im- 
proving my  mind  in  the  principles  of  the  chriftian  religi- 
on. A mahometan,  indeed  may  declare  the  fame,  he  has 
his  Alcoran  whofe  commands  he  polfibly  may  obey  more 
implicitly,  than  mod  chriftians  do  thofe  of  their  bible. 
‘But  leaving  to  divines  the  folution  ot  thefe  doubts — • 
My  lord,  replied  I,  there  is  not  theleaft  occalion  for  this ; 
I do  not  entertain  one  with  regard  to  the  chriftian  religi- 
on ; I am  a chriftian  5 it  is  my  glory,  and  I expert  my 
whole  felicity  from  the  principles  Iprofefs.  However, 
I will  own,  that  the  ftory  you  have  related,  exafperates 
me  highly  againft  the  chriftians.  You’ll  find,  replied 
my  lord,  by  what  I can  obferve  to  you  prefently  that  this 
ought  not  to  prejudice  you  againft  the  faith  itfelf.  I was 
going  to  obferve  when  you  interruped  me,  that  every 
part  of  the  facred  writings  invite  to  virtue,  and  to  thefe 
we  are  daily  exhorted.  Hence ’tis  manifeft,  thatwemuft 
not  impute  the  depravity  of  chriftians  to  the  religion  they 
profefs  outwardly  ; but  to  their  not  ftudying  thofe  fub- 
lime  truths,  as  well  as  to  their  corrupt  hearts.  Our  depra- 
vity prompts  us  to  evil,  and  we  follow  it’s  dictates  with 
much  greater  pleafure,  than  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  urgent  impulfes  of  confcience.  We  muft  not 
therefore  wonder,  that  there  are  fo  many  enormous  vi- 
ces among  chriftians.  ’Tis  man  who  takes  wrong  fteps, 
and  defpifes  the  laws  of  his  Creator ; and  yet  would  he 
but  follow  ’em,  he  then  would  walk  right.  He  then 
would  pay  to  God,  fo  far  as  his  weaknefs  will  permit 
him,  all  the  fervice,  honour  and  obedi.  nee  which  are  due 
to  him,  and  will  behave  in  a proper  mannertowards  his  fu- 
periors  and  inferiors.  If  a man  fwerves  but  ever  fo  little 
from  thefe  juft  duties,  he  plunges  himfelf  into  the  moll: 
dangerous  ftate,  with  regard  both  to  foul  and  body.  As 
you  are  not  very  far  advanc’d  in  years,  you  will  fee  that 
our  king  having  deviated  from  the  good  principles  he  en- 
tertain’d, at  leaft  in  outward  appearance,  in  the  beginning 
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of  his  reign,  now  making  a pretty  open  confelTion  of 
the  popifh  religion ; and  having  abandon’d  himfelf  to  afett 
of  fpiritual  directors,  who  let  him  riot  in  exceftcs  of 
every  kind  in  order  to  compafs  their  ends ; you  will  fee, 

I fay,  the  king  plunged  into  ftill  greater  exceftes,  and  into 
a ftate  of  mifery,  which  no  doubt  will  excite  compafii- 

on,  though  he  brought  it  wholly  upon  himfelf. I 

underftand  perfe&ly  all  you  fay,  replied  I to  lord  Claren - 
/Ion,  interrupting  him.  For  thefe  two  years  I have  re- 
ftudied  the  feriptures  with  the  utmoft  attention,  I found  in 
them  what  our  friend  Mr.  de  Groote  allur'd  me  I fhou’d  j 
and  am  fully  convinc’d  of  the  great  truths  which  the 
word  of  God  teaches.  I believe  I have  made  fomepro- 
grefs  in  the  knowledge  neceflary  to  all  who  labour  at  their 
ialvation,  and  I endeavour  to  bring  up  my  children  and 
youn gBridge  in  them.  Asthebibleis  the  only  fource  of 
my  belief,  I leave  and  contemn  all  the  explications  with 
which  the  pride  of  man  has  incumber’d  it.  Having  found 
thatthedo&rineof  the  church  of  England  agrees  exadtly 
with  what  the  Spirit  has  reveal’d,  I am  determin’d  to  en- 
ter into  that  communion.  Poftibly  fome  few  little  ceremo- 
nies in  it  might  juftly  be  laid  alide ; but  then,  as  thefe  don’t 
any  way  interfere  with  the  tenets  of  faith,  I am  very 
cafy  on  that  article.  I fhould  have  been  overjoy’d  to 
join  in  that  worfliip  the  inftant  I came  into  England ; but 
my  lord,  the  ftory  you  have  told  me,  has  almoft  deter- 
min’d me  to  take  another  refolution,  and  that  is,  to  go  in 
fearch  of  Rumney-Hole , and  there  immure  myfelf  with 
my  family.  Yes,  ’tis  in  fome  fuch  place  I would  fpend 
the  remainder  of  my  days.  In  this  manner,  tho’  we 
{hall  not  join  in  the  outward  worfhip,  we  yet  fhallferve 
God  in  fpiritand  in  truth,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  powers, 
and  this  is  the  worfliip  he  requires.  Does  not  your  lord- 
fhip  think  my  refolution  fuitable  to  the  way  of  life  I 
was  brought  up  in  ? I don’t  envy  the  fplendors  of  a 
court,  after  I fhall  have  taken  poflefiion  of  lord  Axmin- 
Jler's  eftate,  and  added  the  wealth  I already  enjoy : I need 
onlyobferve  proper  oenonomy,  and  then  there  will  be 
fufficient  to  fupport  our  family  to  feveral  generations. 
In  that  folitude  I fhall  not  be  an  eye  witnefs,  much  lefs  an 
accomplice,  any  more  than  my  children,  of  the  treache- 
ry, the  envy  and  divifions,  in  which  you  are  fenfible  the 
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chriftians  immerfe  themfelves.  I will  endeavour  to  keep 
inyfelf  pure  and  unpolluted,  and  to  educate  my  children  in 
innocence,  and  in  a perpetual  fear  of  offending  the  Crea- 
tor. Separated  from,  and  unknown  to  mankind,  1 fhall 
not  fhare  in  the  general  corruption.  I yefterday,  indeed, 
was  uncertain  whether  I fhould  devote  myfelf  to  this 
way  of  life;  but  your  ftory,  my  lord,  and  an  hundred 
reafons  more,  make  me  believe,  that  it  will  be  infinitely 
more  proper  for  me  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days 
in  thedeepeft  folitude.  Is  this  a wife  refolution  and  can  it 
be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain  your  approbation  ? I conjure  you 
toadvifeme;  I will  ftridtly  follow  your  council  on  this 
occafion,  which  1 now  am  much  more  folicitous  about, 
than  when  I confulted  you  concerning  my  reconciliation 
with  my  wife.  I have  reap’d  fo  much  benefit  by  the 
latter,  that  I daily  blefs  heaven  for  having  procur’d  me, 
during  my  fad  feparation,  from  Mrs.  Cleveland,  two  fuch 
judicious,  fuch  intelligent  friends,  as  you,  my  lord,  and 
fAr.de Groot.  Methinks,  my  determining  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  my  own 
welfare,  and  that  of  my  family.  Favour  me  then,  I in- 
treat you,  with  your  affiftance.  1 now  am  ready  to  em- 
bark tor  England,  and  will  there  follow  the  way  of  life 
you  fhall  didlate  to  me;  fully  perfuaded,  that  you  will 
propofe  nothing  but  what  is  juft  and  honourable.  As  I 
was  waiting  for  my  lord  Clarendon's  anfwer,  a fervant 
came  to  tell  his  lordfhip  that  a Trench  nobleman  defir’d  to 
fpeak  with  him.  I was  for  going  away,  but  my  lord 
taking  me  into  another  room,  defir’d  me  to  ftay  there  for 
him ; he  believ’d  that  this  nobleman  would  not  ftay  long ; 
however,  their  converfation  lafted  much  longer  than  his 
lordfhip  had  at  firft  imagin’d  ; but  at  laft  the  other  going 
away,  he  came  buck  to  me,  he  told  me  that  this  nobleman 
was  a zealous  Huguenot  who  held  a correfpondence  with 
perfons  of  the  greateft  diftinftion  in  England ; and  that 
fome  letters  had  been  remitted  him,  of  which  he  was 
come  to  give  his  lordfhip  an  account.  His  letters  ac- 
quainted him  likewife,  that  king  Charles  incroach’d  every 
day  more  and  more  on  the  liberties  of  the  nation;  and 
that  being  affifted  therein  by  the  king  of  Trance , there 
was  great  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  frame  of  the  Englifh 
government  would  be  quite  alter’d,  and  the  nation  reduc’d 
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to  the  moft  abjeft  flavery : That  the  parliament  and  privy 
council  were  feldom  confulted  about  any  thing  j but  that 
the  opinion  of  the  duke  of  York,  who  fupported  the  jefuits 
on  all  occafions,  was  only  follow’d.  — It  went  on  thus. 
As  the  duke  knows  perfe&ly  well  his  brother’s  blind  fide, 
he  takes  particular  care  to  provide  him  fums,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fquander  away  upon  his  miftrefles  and  his 
mad  caroufals  i by  which  means  the  duke,  whether  pre- 
fent  or  abfent,  governs  and  difpofes  all  things.  But  it 
the  nation  does  not  awake  from  its  lethargy  ’twill  beab- 
folutely  undone. 

The  earl  at  his  reading  thefe  particulars,  wasprodigi- 
oufly  mov’d ; fo  that  I thought  proper  to  leave  him,  find- 
ing he  had  occafion  to  repofe  himfelf. 

As  I earneftly  defil’d  to  know  the  refult  of  the  earl’s 
thoughts,  I waited  upon  him  the  next  day  to  enquire  after 
his  health,  for  he  had  appear’d  very  much  deje&ed  the 
night  before,  but  this  I afcrib’d  to  the  ill  news  the  mar- 
quis de  R — had  communicated  to  him.  However,  i 
found  my  lord  tolerably  chearful,  but  a little  pale.  My 
dear  Cleveland,  faid  he  to  me  after  the  ufual  compliments  j 
you  have  employ’d  my  thoughts  the  greateft  part  of  laft 
night.  ’Tis  certain  that  the  affair  you  fpoke  to  me  about 
is  very  delicate.  Your  refolution  of  fhunning  all  com- 
merce with  your  fellow  creatures,  has  fomething  fpeci- 
ous  and  even  inviting  in  it.  Educated  in  the  principles 
of  an  univerfal  morality  ,^which  you  very  juftly  endeavour 
toreducetothechriftianfyftem,  you  are  afraid  of  luffer- 
ing  yourfelf  to  be  hurried  away  by  the  flood,  which 
fweeps  along  the  greateft  part  of  mankind.  But  one 
thing  is  fure,  viz.,  that  man  was  form’d  by  nature  for  fo- 
ciety ; and  that  we  all  ftand  in  need  of  one  another’s  afiift- 
ance.  Reflect  ferioufiy  on  this  matter,  and  you  will  find 
it  true.  As  the  Creator  has  plac’dyou  on  the  earth,  ’twas 
with  the  defign  that  you  fliould  aflociate  with  your  own 
fpecies.  I will  confefs  that  mankind  are  greatly  deprav’d, 
but  ftill  the  corruption  is  not  fo  general  as  you  may  ima- 
gine ; your  difcernment,  however,  is  fo  juft,  thatyou’ll 
eafily  diftinguifh  the  virtuous  from  the  wicked  j after 
which  you  may  feledt  a fmall  number  of  friends,  to 
whom  you  may  unbofom  yourfelf.  The  ftri<ft  friend- 
(hip  that  is  between  us,  may  convince  you  of  the  truth 
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of  what  I affert.  ’Twou’d  be  injuring  our  neighbour,  to 
believe  that  mankind  without  exception  are  deprav’d. 
Frequent  thofe  moft  in  whom  you  obferveagood  difpo- 
lition  of  mind,  a folid  virtue,  a probity  that  refills  the 
ftrongeft  temptations,  a pure  religion  that  agrees  in  all 
points  with  the  fcriptures,  for  which  I am  overjoy’d  to 
fee  you  entertain  fo  great  a reverence.  I wou’d  not  advife  I 
you  to  feparate  entirely  from  thofe  of  a different  perfuafi-  I 
on  from  yourfelf  there,  no  doubt,  are  a great  number  ^ 
of  good  people  in  all  religions,  but  then  ’tis  fcarce  poffi-  d 
bie  for  perfons  of  a different  communion  to  converfe  to-  < 
gether  without  falling  into  difputes,  which  lead  to  feuds,  I 
and  thefe  often  end  in  treachery  and  malice.  Weigh  de- 
liberately what  I now  tell  you,  and  you  will  own  that  'tis  : 
nothing  but  the  truth.  My  opinion  is  therefore,  thatfo- 
ciety  with  our  fellow  creatures  is  abfolutely  neceffary, 
from  the  order  which  providence  has  eftablifhed.  Now,  I:  : 
the  exterior  worfhip  of  religion  is  no  lefs  fo : Now  this  1 
includes  preaching,  and  the  adminiflration  of  the  facra-  j .: 
rnents.  You,  believe,  that  ’tis  enough  to  ferve  God  in  ' 
fpirit  and  in  truth,  and  that  this  is  the  worfhip  he  requires.  1^ 
This  maxim  is  certainly  very  juft,  but  then  you  confine  it 
within  too  narrow  limits  5 for  to  this  outward  worfhip  Ijt 
you  mu  ft  join  the  inward ; you  mu  ft  be  fully  perfuaded  of : 
the  truth  of  our  myfteries,  and  employ  all  your  faculties^ 
in  the  contemplation  of  them.  The  golpel  is  preached  for 
tworeafonsj  to  inftruft  mankind,  and  reform  their  er-  ■ : 
rors.The  fcriptures  are  clear,  but  ’tis  neceffary  that  they  be  j k 
explain’d  to  the  vulgar, in  order  that  they  may  comprehend ; k 
the  whole  force  of  them.  The  finner  iscenfured  for  hi:  ' 
Crime's  j he  is  exhorted  to  become  a new  man,  and  in- 
ftrudied  how  to  make  himfelf  fuch.  Farther  ’tis  certain 
that  thefacraments  would  not  have  been  inftituted,  had  1 ] ' 
not  been  neceffary  to  frequent  them  j now  you  wouldB: 
abfolutely  negledf  them,  fliould  you  withdraw  to  a foli- 
tude.  Who  can  affirm  that  your  foul  will  always  conti ; 
nue  in  its  prefent  happy  difpofition  ? As  your  children  r 
not  having  been  baptiz’d,  would  not  join  any  more  thai 
yourfelf,  in  the  communion  of  the  bleffed  facrament 
could  yrou  then  call  them  chriftians  ? You  would  grovt 
negligentinfenfibly,  and  become  like  the  antient  ancho 
retes  whofe  ridiculous  fuperftitions  you  blamed  a few  day 
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fince.  Let  me,  dear  Cleveland,  perfuade  you  to  return 
to  your  native  country  ; and  when  you  are  arrived  in  it, 
avoid  all  correfpondence  with  the  court.  Settle  in  fome 
large  town,  where  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing your  children  a proper  education.  The  confiderable 
fortune  left  them  by  your  father-in-law,  will  enable  you 
to  marry  them  in  a fuitable  manner;  but  above  all,  take 
particular  care  who  you  marry  them  to.  After  you  are 
quietly  fettled,  confult  fome  able  divine,  who  may  prove 
thofe  things  to  you  in  their  full  extent,  which  I but  barely 
hint  at.  To  fuch  a one  you  may  dart  objettions,  in 
cafe  you  have  any ; for  ’tis  not  with  us,  as  with  thofe  na- 
tions where  the  inquifition  is  eftabiifhed.  We  are  per- 
mitted to  declare  our  doubts,  and  to  maintain  them,  in  or- 
der to  enlighten  our  minds  — Such  is  the  counfel  I 
give  you,  and  which  I myfelf  would  follow,  were  your 
cafe  mine. 

The  earl  Hammer’d  as  he  repeated  thefe  laft  words;  he 
grew  very  pale,  and  almoft  fainted  away : But  imagining 
that  reft  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  him,  I took  my  leave 
a little  after,  and  went  home. 

I was  in  hopes,  during  fome  days,  that  the  indifpoft- 
tion  of  this  excellent  man  would  not  be  attended  with 
fatal  conferences.  However,  he  grew  weaker  every 
; day,  and  at  laft  was  brought  fo  low,  that  ’twas  a pain  to 
: him  to  fpeak ; fo  that  I had  not  an  opportunity  of  affuring 
. him  that  1 was  firmly  relolved  to  follow  his  advice  in 
: every  particular.  He  died  a little  after  in  his  exile,  in  the 
j dofe  of  December,  1674,  aged  threefcore  and  feven  years. 

1 His  wifdom,  his  virtue  and  merit,  had  been  greatly  con- 
1.  fpicuous  both  in  good  and  ill  fortune.  Humble  in  profpe- 
],  rity,  refolute  in  adverlity ; his  only  enemies  were  thofe 
I:  who  were  friends  to  vice.  He  lived  at  Roan  in  the  midft 
!|  of  papifts  and  Englifh  presbyterians,  equally  belov’d  and 
jjj  refpe&ed  by  both  parties,  notwithftanding  the  animofi- 
i-  ty  he  had  breathed  againft  them  in  England.  ’Tis  certain 
■0  however,  that  the  only  motive  of  his  feverity  againft  the 
;r  non-confovmifts,  was  with  no  other  view  than  to  pre- 
][  Terve  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  no  ways  the  efiFedh  of 
c iperfecuting  fpirit.  He  had  always  difeovered  the  high 
a.  ;ft  efteem  for  men  of  probity  and  honour,  ahftra£ted  from 
. their  perfuafions.  The  only  reafon  of  his  inveteracy  againft 
1!  O 2-  the 
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-the  papifts  as  well  as  presbyterians  was,  becaufe  both  had  at- 
tempted to  ruin  the  churcho  £ England,  and  the  conftitution. 
The  welfare  of  the  publick,  therefore,  obliged  him  to 
perfecute,  not  opinions,  but  thofe  who  profefs’d  them  j 
becaufe  they  attempted  to  difturb  the  government.  By 
this  means  all  impartial  perfons,  whether  presbyterians  or 
Roman  catholicks,  who  did  not  approve  the  frequent  con- 
spiracies of  their  brethren,  thought  it  an  honour  to  do 
juftice  to  his  merit. 

After  pay  inga  tribute  of  tears  to  the  efteem  and  friend- 
iliip  of  this  illuftrious  nobleman,  I prepared  to  go  for  Eng - 
land  with  my  family,  which  by  this  time  was  encreafed, 
my  wife  having  brought  me  a daughter.  And  there  be- 
ing now  nothing  that  could  longer  engage  my  ftay  in  Rom , 
we  embarked  in  a bad  feafon,  viz . the  beginning  of  the 
year  1677.  However,  we  met  with  a very  favourable 
paffage  the  firft  day  ; but  about  the  middle  of  the  night 
a ftorm  arofe,  which  continued  all  the  day  following. 
Our  cables  were  broke  to  pieces,  and  our  fhip  was  long 
buffeted  by  the  temped ; fo  that  for  a long  time  our  pilot 
did  not  know  where  he  was.  We  were  feveral  times  in 
danger  of  perifhing;  but  two  days  after  a calm  fucceeded, 
when  we  difeovered,  at  fome  leagues  from  us,  a country, 
which  however  was  quite  unknown  to  us : This  oblig’d 
our  Tailors  to  caft  anchor  till  the  next  day. 

As  foon  as  morning  appear’d,  we  perceiv’d  a (hip  com- 
ing towards  us  with  all  the  fail  fhe  could  make,  when  I 
immediately  defir’d  fome  of  our  crew  to  take  the  long- 
boat. to  enquire  who  fhe  was,  and  the  name  of  the  coun- 
try which  lay  before  us.  They  brought  back  word,  that 
we  were  near  the  Englijh  coi  ft.,  and  that  the  veffel  was  a 
collier.  This  reviv’d  us  again,  fo  that  we  put  a little  to 
feav/ard,  in  order  to  avoid  the  rocks  which  border  on  that 
coaft,  and  make  the  approaches  to  it  very  dangerous, 
However,  wehadfcarce  cfcap’d  this  danger,  but  we  fell 
into  another ; for  we  difeovered  at  forne  diftance  from  us 
two  men  of  war,  which  advanced  towards  us  full  fail. : 
We  foon  found  them  to  be  French  privateers,  who  were 
in  fearch  of  Butch  veflels,  in  order  to  make  them  their 
prize.  I prefum’d  that  we  were  in  no  manner  of  danger, 
becaufe  the  pafiengers  were  Englifh,  and  friends  to  France, 
not  to  mention  that  our  crew  confided  wholly  of  French- 
men, 


Mr.  Cleveland.  317 

men , but  I was  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  execrable  vil- 
lainy of  pirates,  which  however  I learnt  too  foon.  Pre- 
fenrly  they  Pent  to  ask  who  we  were,  when  I anfwered, 
thac  I was  an  Englifhman , and  was  going  to  the  Britifb 
court,  as  my  paffport  prov’d.  Notwithftanding  this, 
they  pretended  not  to  believe  me,  and  accordingly  decla- 
red, that  if  we  did  not  furrender  immediately,  they  would 
fink  us  that  inftanc.  Are  we  then,  Paid  I,  (deeply  afflicted  at 
thePe  words)  fallen  again  among  wretches  as  barbarous  as 
the  American  Pavages  ? We  muft  perifh,  or  Pubmit  to  the 
mercy  of  an  inhuman  conqueror;  mod  fatal  extremity  1 
But  let  us  furrender,  Pmce ’twill  be  impofPible  for  us  to 
makeareftftance.  The  villains  did  notallow  me  time  to 
refledf,  for  the  Pea  being  calm,  one  of  their  fhips  came 
up,  lay  a long  fide  of  ours,  and  forc’d  us  aboard  of  their 
own.  We  met  with  the  moft  barbarous  treatment  on 
this  occafion,  and  they  would  have  Pcparated  me  from  my 
wife,  had  they  notatlaft  been foftned by  our  cries  and  in- 
treaties. However,  my  fifter- in-law,  her  daughter  and 
Mrs.  Lallin  were  put  on  board  the  other  Phip ; 1 did  not 
hear  a long  time  after  what  became  of  them,  tho’ I made 
the  ftridfeft  enquiry. 

In  this  condition  we  were  carried  into  Marfeilles,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  pay  a confiderable  Pum  for  our  ranPom . I 
alPo  was  obliged  to  continue  Pome  weeks  in  that  harbour, 
before  1 could  get  an  opportunity  of  pafPing  Pafely  into 
England.  At  laft  one  prefented  itPelf,  and  I arrived  hap- 
pily in  the  port  of  London , with  my  wife  and  two  Pons, 
for  my  little  daughter  died  in  our  firft  pafTage. 

I now  was  perpetually  revolving  the  juft  and  excellent 
advice  lord  Clarendon  had  given  me ; and  I form’d  to  my- 
Pelf  a way  of  life  which  appear’d  to  me  very  advantage- 
ous. My  pofTefTions,  as  I have  already  obferved,  were 
very  confiderable;  and  by  the  induftry  and  probity  of 
thofe  in  whoPe  hands  they  were  left,  they  were  encreaPed 
far  beyond  my  expeditions.  I therefore  was  now  re- 
Polved  to  purfue  the  ftudy  of  philoPophy  with  moderati- 
on ; to  apply  myfelf  to  the  practice  of  a fevere  morality  ; 
and  toinftrudbmy  family  and  myfelf  in  the  myfteries  of 
falvation,  which  was  of  daily  comfort  to  me  againft  the 
finifter  accidents  of  life. 
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I was  no  ways  folicitous  to  appear  at  court $ the  idea 
which  the  lord  Clarendon  had  given  me  of  the  king  and 
thofe  who  furrounded  him,  determined  me  never  to  go 
near  it.  I had  a fincere  afteCtion  for  virtue,  which  had  al- 
ways been  the  objeCt  of  my  refearches.  With  this  difpo- 
fition  of  mind,  I was  eafily  perfuaded  that  I (hould  foon 
diipleafe  a fet  of  people  who  were  wholly  immerfed  in 
riot  and  debauchery.  I did  not  intend  to  refide  in  London , 
but  to  remove  into  the  country,  and  there  fpend  the  re- 
mainderofmy  days. 

However,  as  I was  taking  the  proper  meafures  for  put- 
ting my  defign  in  execution,  the  king  had  notice  of  my 
arrival,  and  immediately  after  I was  fent  for  to  court. 
Being  come,  the  king  gave  me  the  ftrongeft  teftimonies 
of  his  efteem,  and  called  to  mind,  with  the  greateft  plea- 
fure,  the  many  hours  of  converfation  he  had  been  pleafed 
to  indulge  me,  in  France  and  in  Spain.  He  took  notice 
of  the  tender  affection  my  grand- father  had  for  me,  and 
the  prodigious  uneafinefs  my  departure  gave  him.  But  be- 
wailed, in  a polite  manner,  the  misfortunes  which  that 
miftaken  tendernefs  had  plunged  me  into.  I told  him  the 
artifices  which  had  been  employed,  in  order  to  perfuade 
him  that  I had  promifed  Mrs.  Lallin  marriage.  This  was 
a good  leflon  to  him,  as  it  hinted  how  difficult  it  is  for 
a monarch  to  dilcover  truth,  becaufe  he  could  fee  it  no 
otherwife  than  by  the  reprefentation  of  perfons  who  of- 
tentimes find  it  their  intereft  to  deceive  him.  He  ought 
to  have  concluded,  from  the  example  I fet  before  him, 
that  ’tis  the  duty  of  a king  to  examine  things  ftriCtly  him- 
felf,  and  not  depend  on  the  account  of  even  his  moft  faith- 
ful fervants,  fo  far  from  giving  ear  to  all  forts  of  people. 
But  king  Charles  was  not  now  in  a condition,  nor  of  a 
turn  of  mind,  requifite  for  the  making  of  fuch  reflections. 

He  made  me  feveral  obliging  reproaches, with  regard  to 
my  flaying  fo  long  before  I came  to  court.  To  excuie  my- 
felf  in  fuch  a manner  as  might  be  worthy  of  the  kind  re- 
ception with  which  he  honoured  me,  I replied, that  as  1 had 
pafled  through  fuch  a fcene  of  calamities,  efpecially  after 
loiing  my  After  in-law  and  her  daughter, I was  determined 
to  lead,  if  poflible,  a calm,  unruffled  life  in  the  midft  of 
my  family,far  removed  from  the  noife  and  hurry  of  courts. 

That 
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That  my  natural  difpofition  did  not  fuit  with  them  \ that  I 
was  neverthelefs  greatly  obliged  to  his  majefty  for  honour- 
ing me  with  fo  many  marks  of  his  efteem;  but  that,  as 
it  would  be  impoftible  I could  be  of  any  fervice  to  him, 

I befoughthimtofuffer  me  to  live  in  retirement.  That 
my  inclination  and  even  my  education  made  it  neceffary 
for  his  majefty  to  indulge  me  the  favour  I humbly  inter- 
ceeded  for. 

The  King  was  furpris’d  at  this  difeourfe,  and  the  glan- 
ces he  caft  at  me,  fhew’d  he  did  not  approve  my  defign. 
Perceiving  this,  I thought  it  was  my  duty  to  add.  that  in 
cafe  I could  be  of  any  fervice  to  his  majefty , I would  free- 
ly facrifice  my  fortune,  and  even  my  life,  to  ferve  him  $ 
but  that  as  1 had  no  manner  of  idea  of  the  affairs  of  fo 
mighty  a monarch,  I on  the  other  fide  could  never  pre- 
vail with  myfelf  to  be  as  a meer  courtier  5 and,  befides, 
had  not  the  talents  requifite  for  it.  That  the  greateft  bleft- 
fing  his  majefty  could  procure  me,  would  be  to  let  me 
lead  a life  of  folitude ; and  therefore  I again  intreated  him 
to  approve  of  a defign  fo  laudable  in  itielf,  and  fo  agree- 
able to  my  prefent  condition. 

After  fome  moments  filence,  the  king  anfwered,  that 
he  would  compenfateall  my  fufferings,  by  procuring  me 
a fplendid,  and  atthe  fame  time  an  eafy  fortune.  That  he 
was  bound  in  gratitude  to  take  care  of  lord  Axminfler' s 
family,  for  the  fervices  that  Nobleman  had  done  him: 
That  he  would  never  forget  the  generoftty  of  fuchof  his 
fubjefts  as  had  {hared  in  his  calamities ; that  fince  it  was  in 
his  power  to  acknowledge  their  fervices,  his  beneficence 
Ihouldbeasboundlefsastheirs.  He  therefore  defired  me 
to  be  near  his  perfon,  declaring  1 fhould  foon  experience, 
that  profp  erity  had  not  made  him  forget  his  friends ; that 
he  had  not  forgot  the  zeal  my  grand- father  had  ever  dif- 
covered  for  his  intereft ; and  therefore  would  indulge  thofe 
favours  to  the  grand-fon,  which  his  former  ill  fortune  had 
not  permitted  him  to  beftow  on  old  Cleveland . 

5Twas  now  impoftible  for  me  to  rejedt  thefe  kind  of- 
fers, and  therefore  I told  his  majefty,  that  I was  ready  to 
obey  all  his  commands,  and  farther  aflured  him,  that  as  I 
thought  it  glorious  to  be  born  his  fubjedt,  I would  make  it 
my  happinefs  to  obey  him.  However,  I can  allure  the 
O 4 reader. 
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reader,  that  *twas  with  the  utmod  rcludtance  I complied. 
Methought  I heard  lord  Clarendon  cenfuring  me  for  it,  but 
how  was  it  poflible  for  me  to  a£t  otherwise  ? 


BOOK  IX. 


S fbon  as  1 had  taken  this  refolution,  I endeavoured 


x\  to  acquaint  my  felf  with  the  date  oi  the  court,  and 
the  character  of  the  chief  perfons  who  compos’d  it.  In 
order  to  make  the  reader  fenfible  of  the  uneafinefles  I met 
with  in  this  new  way  of  life,  I believe  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper for  me  to  give  an  idea  of  the  perfons  with  whom  I 
now  a floriated. 

I obferved  in  the  king  a whimfical  compofition  of  good 
and  ill  qualities ; great  virtues,  but  much  greater  vices. 
Hrd  he  not  abandoned  himfelf  to  corrupt  flatterers,  he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  greateft  monarchs  that  ever 
fat  on  the  Britifh  throne.  His  authority  was  more  abfo- 
lute  than  either  the  fundamental  laws,  or  the  good  of  the 
nation  would  allow.  But  then,  the  nation  had  given  him 
this  authority  $ and  almoft  every  individual  wore  the  yoke 
of  it,  without  feeling  the  weight  of,  or  repining  at  it. 
The  King  after  having  rid  himfelf  of  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don, a minider  whofe  wifdom,  regularity  and  feverity 
were  obnoxious  to  him,  had  plunged  into  all  the  exceflfes 
of  riot  and  debauchery.  The  court  was  now  frequented 
by  fuch  perfons  only,  as  had  a talent  for  refining  on  plea- 
fures,  and  carrying  them  to  the  moll:  fhocking  excefles. 
An  univerfal  depravation  had  overfpread  men’s  minds, 
whence  reafon  was  quite  (hut  out.  The  monarch  was 
furrounded  with  a chofen  band  of  intrepid  wretches, 
who  were  ready  to  execute  the  blacked  crimes.  A con- 
tempt of  religion,  a felf-oblivion,  a voluntary  blindnefs, 
with  regard  to  the  mod  common  principles  of  honedyj 
a low  diflolutenefs,  altogether  unworthy  of  creatures  who 
boad  ever  fo  little  reafon,  form’d  the  character  of  thefc 
worthlefs  perfonages.  The  king  fpent all  his  days  in  the 
mod  voluptuous  effeminacy,  betwixt  his  midreffes  and  his 
favourites,  who  were  ever  furnifhing  him  with  new 
fccnes  of  debauchery.  He  had  no  regard  for  any  thing. 


but 


Mr.  Cleveland.  $zi 

but  facrific’d  his  honour  and  fquander’d  his  treafures  on  laf- 
civious  women,  who  made  him  pay  extravagantly  for 
their  favours.  The  courtiers  plundered  him  on  all  fides, 
and  drain’d  the  treafury,  in  order  to  appear  with  fplendor  j 
and  do  honour,  as  they  fpecioufly  term’d  it,  to  their  So- 
vereign. By  this  means  the  king  was  reduc’d  to  extreme 
indigence,  fo  that  he  fhut  up  the  treafury,  by  the  advice 
of  Sir  Thomas  Clifford.  By  the  artifices  of  the  dutchefs 

of  Fortf h,  his  favourite  miftrefs  at  that  time,  he 

fold  himfelf  to 'France,  and  became  the  penfioner  of  that 
kingdom,  weak,  fearful,  and  enervated  by  pleafures ; he 
was  incapable  of  fiipporting  his  enterprises,  and  ever 
ready  to  facrjficehis  mod  faithful  fervants. 

His  principal  favourites  were,  the  Dukes  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Lauderdale  ; Sir  Thomas  Of — rn,  Earl  of  Da — by> 
afterwards  Duke  of  L — ds  j Sir  Henneage  Fi — h Lord 
Keeper,  and  Sir  Jofeph  IVilliamfonkcretary  of  ftate.  All 
thefe  noblemen  were  ready  to  carry  on  fuch  meafures  as  the 
king  fhould  give  into. 

Villars  duke  of  Buckingham  had  long  been  the  chief  in- 
ftrumentof  the  king’s  pleafures.  The  fiuitful  imagina- 
tion of  this  man,  (the  very  foul  of  whim ) invented  daily 
fuch  diverfions  as  reflected  agreatdifhonour  on  the  king. 
He  poftefs’dall  the  talents  which  form  the  great  Statefmani 
but  thefe  became  ufclefs,  and  even  dangerous,  by  the  ex- 
cefsof  hisdiffolutenefs,  and  his  horrid  impieties.  Having 
neither  religion,  virttie  or  friend fhip  he  gloried  in  pro- 
fefiing  the  mod  abfolute  atheifm : ’twas  he  fir  ft  corrupt- 
ed the  king’s  heart.  He  had  introduced  to  that  prince  the' 
celebrated  Hobbs,  who,  upon  pretence  of  teaching  him 
the  mathcmaticks,  infpiredhim  with  his  own  ideas,  with 
regard  to  religion  and  politicks.  But  at  laft  Buckingham 
made  himfelf  odious  to  the  nation ; fo  that  the  Parlia- 
ment befought  the  king  to  remove  this  dangerous  mi- 
nifter  from  his  councils.  His  favourite  was  near  expiring 
when  I appear’d  at  court ; and  he  at  laft  experienced  the 
incor.ftancy  of  kings ; for  he  was  quite  difgrac’d and 
being  remov’d  from  the  poft  of  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verlity  o t' Cambridge,  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  elected 
in  his  room. 

Fortune  was  more  conftant  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale. 
Aitho*  he  was  no  lefs  odious  than  his  collegue,  he  yet 
O f found 
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found  means  to  keep  his  imployments.  He  was  a Scots- 
man, and  of  fo  fubtil  a turn  of  mind  as.  Was  proof  againft 
obftacles  and  dangers.  I foon  faw  into  his  character,  not- 
withftanding  his  great  cunning  and  diifimulation.  He 
was  bold  even  to  intrepidity,  ready  at  expedients,  and  ex- 
ceedingly well  skill’d  in  ftate  affairs.  He  did  not  conceal 
a natural  heat,  that  was  nearly  allied  to  fury,  and  which 
made-him  formidable  to  all  parties  in  which  intereft  had 
engaged  him.  He  feem’d  at  firft  a rigid  presbyterian,  and 
fignaliz’d  his  zeal  againft  the  royal  prerogative  j but  in 
1647,  he  offered  his  fervices  to  Charles  l.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  battle  of  IVorcejler , and  did  not  obtain  his 
liberty,  till  after  the  frame  of  the  government  was  alter’d. 
He  was  one  of  the  firft  who  went  to  the  Hague , and  of- 
fer’d his  fervice  to  king  Charles  the  lid.  This  nobleman 
had  flatter’d  himfelf  with  being  able  to  eftabliih  a defpo- 
tick  power  in  Scotland.  Epifcopacy  having  been  re- 
ftor’dinthis  kingdom,  he  became  the  greateft  perfecutor 
of  the  presbyterians.  In  1660,  the  king  appointed  him 
his  high  commiffioner  in  that  kingdom  5 and  by  his  au- 
thority and  intrigues,  the  affembly  carried  the  royal  fu- 
premacy  higher  than- had  ever  been  known.  Lauderdale 
arrogated  to  himfelf  a power  above  the  laws,  for  which 
he  had  a fandfion  from  his  majefty.  He  nominated  the 
privy  councilors ; and  appointed  fuch  perfons  for  judges 
who  were  at  his  devotion.  He,  only,  gave  penlions, 
difpos’d  of  places,  and  beftow’d  favours  of  every  kind. 
He  levied  or  cafhier’d  the  troops,  and  executed  all  things 
with  io  much  feverity,  that  he  feem’d  to  be  a diredfor  of 
the  moft  cruel  inquifition,  rather  than  a minifter,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  make  a people  happy.  But  notwithftand- 
ingthe  zeal  with  which  he  endeavoured  to  fow  the  feeds 
of  arbitrary  power,  he  yet  adhered  to  the  presbyterian 
principles,  and  detefted  as  much  as  poffible  the  memory 
of  king  Charles  the  I ft.  and  his  partizans.  How  bafe, 
how  hypocritical,  how  dreadful  was  this  conduct ! 

Sir  Thomas  Osbo n was  born  in  Yorkjlnre.  He  was 

appointed  lord  high-treafurer  in  the  room  of  lord  Clifford  j 
and  owed  this  employment  to  his  genius,  which  was  ca- 
pable of  any  attempt}  of  rafhly  carrying  on  any  projedfj 
of  removing  obftacles  by  folid  expedients  which  his  in- 
ventive mind  fuggefted  to  him  on  every  occafion.  He 

gain’d 
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gain’d  all  his  majefty’s  confidence,  and  maintained  his 
port,  in  fpite  of  the  endeavours  of  the  parliament,  who 
took  umbrage  at  the  favour  he  was  indulged.  He  was 
impeach’d  of  high  crimes  and  mifdcmeanors ; but  for 
want  of  fufficient  proofs,  the  profecution  was  dropt. 

Sir  Henneage  F — ch , who  had  been  appointed  lord- 
keeper,  in  the  room  of  lord  Shaftsbury,  and  was  after- 
wards lord  high-chamberlain,  was  of  a fupple  turn  of 
mind,  and  gave  implicitly  into  all  the  king’s  meafures. 
Regardlefsot  the  publick  welfare,  he  facrificed  all  things 
to  prefent  intereft.  He  was,  by  his  employment,  one  of 
the  firft  noblemen  of  the  realm  * and  he  fubmitted  to  the 
meaneft  addons,  to  keep  himfelf  in  his  employment. 

Williamfon  refembled  him  very  much,  and  fo  was  very 
fit  tor  the  employment  of  fecretary  of  (late;  a poll  of 
fuch  confidence,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  bellow  it  on 
any  other  than  a perfon  wholly  devoted  to  the  king’s  will; 
and  by  that  means  capable  of  concealing  the  horrid  my  fte- 
ries  of  the  government. 

I may  truly  affirm,  that  I did  not  find  fo  much  as  one 
man  of  honour  in  the  whole  court.  But  how  dreadful  was 
it  to  me  to  affociate  with  a fet  of  corrupt  people,  who 
openly  defpis’d  virtue,  and  gloried  in  vice  ! 1 neverthelefs 
projected  a bold,  and  perhaps  rafh  defign;  that  is,  I dar’d 
to  be  virtuous,  in  the  midft  of  the  general  depravation  of 
the  court ; and  to  this  I owe  the  title  of  Bhilofopher  which 
the  king  gave  me.  My  wife  had  an  employment  under  the 
queen,  after  which  the  contraded  a very  great  friend  fhip 
with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cromwell,  who  was  as  much  diftin- 
guifhed  by  her  extraordinary  merit,  as  her  father  had  been 
odious  to  the  whole  world  for  his  hypocrify,  his  cruelty, 
and  other  vices.  A commiftion  was  given  to  myeldeft 
fon,  and  his  younger  brother  was  appointed  one  of  the 
king’s  pages.  His  majefly,  as  a proof  of  the  confidence 
he  repos’d  in  me,  appointed  me  a member  of  the  privy 
council,  in  fpite  of  all  the  arguments  I could  ufe  to  dif- 
fuade  him  from  it.  The  firft  time  I took  my  feat  in  it, 
the  members  debated  on  the  methods  how  to  fupply  the 
king’s  necelfities,  and  reftore  his  credit  and  authority. 
They  were  greatly  perplexed  on  this  occafion,  when,  at 
laft  I propofed  the  only  thing  that  could  be  of  real  advan- 
tage to  his  majefty,  which  was,  to  recover  the  confidence 
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of  the  parliament,  by  iffiiing  out  a proclamation  againft 
the  Romifh  priefts  and  jefuits.  The  king  had  been  us’d  to 
this  way  of  proceeding,  for  which  he  boafted  to  both 
houfes,  (as  he  always  had  done)  his  great  zeal  for  their 
intereft,  and  for  the  fecurityof  the  church  of  England: 
but  he  was  very  infincere  on  this  occafion ; and  as  I had 
difcover’d  the  notions  he  entertained  of  religion  in  general, 

I plainly  perceiv’d  that  his  fpeech  was  merely  the  effedt  of 
hypocrify . I knew  alfo  that  his  majefty  had  embraced  the 
popifh  religion  in  Eontarabia , and  had  always  profefs’d  it 
fecretly.  I was  likewife  fenfible,  that  he  had  no  fooner 
received  the  facrament  from  the  hand  of  a proteftant  bi- 
fhop,  but  he  would  go  and  take  it  from  a popifh  prieft:. 
Such  abominable  principles  of  religion ; fo  monftrous  a 
mixture,  fill’d  me  with  horror ; and  I would  frequently 
mention  them  to  his  majefty,  with  a liberty  which  the 
favour  he  indulged  me  feemed  to  authorize.  However, 
my  remonftrances  were  all  to  no  purpofe  5 for  the  jefuits 
had  a fupreme  afcendant  over  his  mind,  and  allow’d  him  to 
fport  with  religion,  in  order  to  obtain  their  ends  by  more 
fecret,  and  for  that  reafon,  more  fecure  methods.  ’Twas 
impofiible  but  fome  part  of  this  muft  come  to  the  ears  of 
the  nation;  and  hence  it  was,  that  the  parliament  gave 
him  only  fair  words  j and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  make  en- 
quiry into  the  ftate  of  the  revenues  and  trade,  which  pre- 
fently  alarm’d  the  whole  court. 

An  incident  of  a very  lingular  nature  quite  difconcerted 
the  king’s  defign  to  advance  the  popifh  religion,  and  in- 
creas’d the  fufpicions  people  already  entertain’d  on  that 
head.  A Erench  prieft,  Luzanci  by  name,  abjured  that  re- 
ligion, and  preaching  in  a p;  oreftant  church,  made  his  apo- 
logy in  fuch  terms,  as  the  riling  zeal,  and  often  felf-inter- 
efted  views  of  a profelyte  frequently  fuggeft.  There  was 
in  London  a jefuit,  called  father  St.  Germain-,  who  had  a 
great  fhare  in  the  king’s  confidence.  This  man  went  to 
Luzanci , andthreatned  to  hireaffaflins  to  murder  him,  or 
get  him  convey’d  back  into  France.  The  new  convert,  in- 
timidated by  thefe  menaces,  made  a recantation,  in  wri- 
ting, of  the  dodtrines  he  had  maintained  in  publick. 
This  was  complained  of  at  the  fecretary’s  office,  and  after- 
wards in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Luzanci  accus’d  the  je- 
fuit in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  produced  a memorial  con- 
taining 
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tainingfeveral  private  circum (lances  relating  to  his  majefty. 
This  was  not  without  foundation } for  the  jefuit  had 
been  fo  imprudent  as  to  reveal  feveral  things  relating  to 
the  government,  and  among  the  reft,  that  the  king  was  a 
papift;  that  the  court  was  determined  to  eftablifh  an 
univerfal  toleration,  by  which  means  all  England  would 
be  fubjedf  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  in  lefs  than  two  years.  By 
the  way,  the  jefuits  are  feldom  guilty  of  fo  much  impru- 
dence} fully  perfuaded  that  to  execute  great  affairs,  great 
fecrecy  is  required. 

This  affair  made  a confiderable  noife  in  England.  The 
proteftants  were  alarm’d } the  fears  of  the  court  increas’d, 
in  proportion  to  the  fufpicions  of  the  parliament.  Orders 
were  given  to  profecute  father  St.  Germain,  with  all  the  ri- 
gour which  the  nature  of  the  crime,  theprofeflion  of  the 
perfon accus’d,  and  the  intereft  of  religion  requir’d.  The 
king,  in  order  to  get  clear  of  this  troublefome  affair,  feign’d 
according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  a prodigious  zeal  for  the 
church  of  England  } fo  ordered  a proclamation  to  be  pub- 
lifhed,  promifing  a reward  of  100I.  for  the  taking  of  the 
jefuit,  who  by  this  time  was  out  of  all  danger. 

At  the  fame,  king  Charles* s correfpondence  with  France 
was  difcovered.  ’Twas  declared,  that  the  conquefts  of 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty  in  the  Low-Countries  would 
be  fatal  to  the  proteftant  religion  } that  king  Charles  would 
employ  the  power  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  order  to  introduce  po- 
pery into  Great  Britain,  as  was  vifible  from  the  great  con- 
defcenfion  he  (hewed  to  France.  Thefe  things  made  the 
people  murmur,  and  gave  rife  to  a numberlefs  multitude  of 
pamphlets,  filled  with  odious  truths}  and  alarmed  the 
court  fo  much,  that  I was  afraid  of  fome  fatal  revolution. 
In  council,  fcarce  any  of  the  members  were  ever  of  my 
opinion } and  I had  the  uneafinefs  to  find  myfelf  the  only 
perfon  who  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  publick  good.  My 
advice  was  never  liftned  to,  but  when  things  were  brought 
to  the laft  extremity}  was  always  defpis’d  on  all  other  oc- 
cafions } and  after  the  houfe  of  commons  came,  at  laft,  into 
the  court- meafures,  I wasaccufed  of  weaknefs  and  timi- 
dity. However,  it  was  neceffary,  in  order  that  fome 
foundation  might  be  given  to  thefe  vain  triumphs,  to  give 
the  princefs  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  to  the  duke  of  York,  in 
marriage  to  the  prince  of  Orange.  This  match  diffus’d  a 
great  joy  over  the  whole  kingdom  * and  I may  take  the  li- 
berty 
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berty  to  affirm,  that  the  counfels  I gave  did  not  contribute 
a little  to  it 3 however,  king  Charles  loft  all  the  advantages 
he  might  naturally  have  expe&ed  from  them . The  fecret 
negotiation  he  carried  on  with  Trance  in  order  to  facrifice 
the  intereft  of  bis  allies  to  the  ambition  of  Lewis  XIV. 
were  difcovered  3 and  therefore  the  court  was  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  new  expedients.  I myfelf  hit  upon  one 
which  very  much  puzzled  the  houfe  of  commons 3 for  I 
propos’d  to  the  council  to  conclude  a league  offenfive  and 
defenfive  with  the  States-General 3 and  my  plan  being  ap- 
prov’d, was  put  in  execution  foon  after.  His  majefty,  in 
confequence  of  this,  went  to  the  parliament-houfe,  to 
demand  the  fubftdies  neceftary  to  fupport  his  new  allies. 
The  commons  were  very  fenfible,  that  in  cafe  they  grant- 
ed the  king  the  monies  he  d'efired,  they  would  be  all 
thrown  away 3 and  that  if  they  refufed,  his  majefty 
might  then  juftly  continue  inactive,  and  fo  the  parliament 
would  be  refponfible  for  the  progrefs  the  French  arms 
might  make  : neverthelefs,  they  (hewed  fuch  a firmnefs 
and  refolution  as  quite  difconcerted  the  council.  They 
were  urgent  with  the  king  to  declare  war  with  France, 
whilftl,  on  the  other  fide,  fupported,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power,  the  addrefs  of  the  commons.  The  houfe  after- 
wards impeached  the  miniftry,  and  befought  the  king  to 
remove  efpecially  the  duke  of  Lauderdale.  This  addrefs 
made  the  king  lofe  all  moderation  3 and,  in  order  to  ftrike 
a terror,  he  immediately  rais’d  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men. 

Whi  lft  it  was  levying,  VanLemn,  envoy  of  the  States- 
General,  arriv’d  in  London.  At  his  firft  audience  he  ac- 
quainted the  king  with  the  refolution  his  mafters  had 
taken,  to  conclude  a feparate  peace  with  France , (ince 
Great  Britain  refufed  them  even  the  leaft  fuccour  3 and  that 
his  majefty’s  condudt  expofed  them  to  the  laft  extremities. 
I was  urgent  with  his  majefty  to  declare  war,  but  all  in 
vain  3 for  he  treated  privately  with  M.  Barillon,  the  French 
embaftador  3 and  the  negotiation  was  concluded  at  the  rate 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The  king 
would  have  entrufted  me  with  the  care  of  this  negotia- 
tion 3 but  finding  it  unjuft,  I found  means  to  difengage 
myfelf  from  it. 
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At  laft  the  king,notwithftanding  the  variety  of  intrigues 
he  had  carried  on,  could  not  compafs  his  ends.  The  com- 
mons would  have  disbanded  the  forces,  and  even  afirgn’da 
fund  for  their  pay  to  a certain  time  ; but  the  court  did  not 
think  that  proper.  The  only  pretence  of  maintaining  ’em 
and  of  obtaining  fubfidies  was  in  the  view  of  concluding 
an  offenfive  league,  which  was  negotiated  very  happily 
by  Sir  William  Temple.  But  this  was  done  merely  with  a 
view  of  impoflng  on  the  nation,  iince  Lewis  XIV.  knew 
very  well  beforehand,  that  he  hadnooccafionrobeunder 
any  apprehenflons  from  this  league.  Neverthelefs,  the 
affair  was  tranfadted  with  fo  much  cunning,  that  rnofl 
people  thought  the  peace  of  Nimeguen  was  owing  to  it. 

At  the  fame  time  a confpiracy  was  difcovered,  which 
very  much  alarm’d  the  whole  nation . All  the  part  I took  in 
this  affair,  was  founded  on  my  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  publick  welfare,  and  my  fincere  affedtion  for  the 
king’s  perfon,  whofe  }ife  was  expos’d  to  great  dangers.  I 
fhall  lay  open  thismyftery  as  follows,  obferving  however, 
that  I fhall  defeend  to  the  particulars  of  this  plot,  for  no 
other  reafon  than  to  proceed,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  the  difeovery 
of  a melancholy  incident  relating  to  myfelf,  which  I am 
perfuaded  will  not  be  unfatisfadtory  to  the  reader.  Ifrael 
Tongue  a Minifterin  addrefling  hi mfelf  to  me,  re- 

veal’d certain  particulars  relating  to  a horrid  confpiracy 
contriv’d  by  the  Roman  catholicks  againft  the  church  of 
England , the  government,  and  the  king;  terrified  at  this 
difeovery,  I difclos’d  it  to  hismajefty  in  a private  confe- 
rence, when  I endeavoured  to  make  him  fenfible  of  the 
horror  with  which  I was  feiz/d  on  this  occafion.  The 
king  feem’d  aftoni fil’d;  but  a moment  after  I remark’d 
fuch  an  indifference  as  was  not  natural  to  him,  and  which 
made  me  fufpedf  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  plot.  Dr. 
Tongue  finding  the  advice  he  gave  negledted,  fufpedfed, 
very  probably,  that  I had  not  acquainted  the  king  with  it ; 
and  therefore  engag’d  one  Kirkby , a Chymifl:  employ’d  in 
his  majefty’s  laboratory,  to  procure  him  an  audience.  Ac-, 
cordingly  he  was  order’d  to  be  in  the  park  by  eight  the 
next  morning.  The  king  was  there ; took  the  written 
memorial  of  the  plot,  and,  after  perufing  it  with  an  air  of 
indifference,  bid  Tongue  addrefs  him felf  to  the  lord-high- 
treafurer.  The  informer  waiting  upon  that  nobleman. 
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told  him,  that  the  memorial  he  had  prefented  to  the  king, 
was  the  copy  of  a writing  which  had  been  thrown  into  his 
houfe  by  perfons  unknown.  Tongue  return'd  a few  days 
after,  and  gave  in  a more  ample  relation  than  the  former. 
The  earl  of  Banby  was  fenfible  of  the  danger,  and  deflr’d 
the  king  to  i flue  out  a proclamation  for  feizing  of  Grove  2nd 
Pickering,  who  were  charg’d  with  a deflgn  of  aflaflinating 
the  king.  Healfodeflr’d  leave  to  inform  the  council  of 
this  plot •,  but,  what  is  vaftly  furprizing,  the  king  com- 
manded him  to  ftifie  the  affair,  and  not  once  mention  it  to 
the  duke  of  York.  Some  time  after,  Tongue  gave  notice 
that  the  aflaflins  were  to  meet  at  Windfor ; but  afterwards 
brought  word  that  they  had  put  off  their  journey.  This 
uncertainty  made  the  king  imagine  that  the  whole  plot 
was  a chimera ; that  the  publifliing  of  it  might  be  of 
dangerous  confequence,  and  might  furnifh  his  enemies 
with  the  plan  of  an  enterprize,  againft  his  perfon,  and 
alfo  the  means  of  putting  it  in  execution.  Such  were  the 
reafons  he  gave  metojuftify  thefllence  he  had  command- 
ed on  this  occafion.  I was  of  opinion,  that  the  confpiracy 
was  levelled  only  at  the  church  of  England ■,  and  that  the 
king,  to  remove  all  fufpicions  of  his  being  concern’d  in  this 
horrid  enterprize,  had  confented  that  mention  Ihould  be 
made  of  a deflgn  to  aflaflinate  him.  The  advantage  he 
intended  to  gain  from  this  plan  is  evident  : for,  in  cafe  the 
confpiracy  had  been  difcover’d,  was  it  poflible  for  the  na- 
tion to  fuppofe  he  had  the  leaft  hand  in  it,  flnce  a deflgn 
was  therein  faid  to  be  form’d  againft  his  life  ? 

But  an  accident  which  happen’d  broke  all  the  meafures 
the  King  had  taken,  in  order  to  keep  this  affair  fecret. 
Tongue  declar’d  that  Beddingfield,  confeflor  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  was  to  receive  letters  from  the  jefuits,  which 
accordingly  were  received.  The  confeflor  furpTiz’d  at 
the  myfteries  contain’d  in  them,  communicated  ’em  to  the 
duke,  who  told  the  king  of  ’em  3 and  being  earneftly  fol- 
licited  by  the  duke  to  communicate  them  to  the  council, 
he  was  oblig’d  to  do  it. 

The  reader  is  to  know,  that  Dr.  Tongue  was  no  more, 
in  this  difcovery,  than  the  tool  of  Titus  Oates,  fon  to  a 
ribbon-weaver  in  London,  the latter  had  taken  orders,  and 
was  poflefs’d  of  a living.  He  had  liv’d,  under  the  name 
of  Ambrcfe , in  the  duke  of  Norfolk’s  family  j and  he  at 

that 
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that  time  held  private  correfpondence  with  the  Sochians. 
Being  reduc’d  to  the  extremes  of  mifery,  he  got  acquain- 
ted with  Tongue,  who  after  having  kept  him  fome  time 
in  hishoufe,  advis’d  him,  in  order  to  make  his  fortune, 
to  join  himfelf  with  the  Roman  Catholicks,  in  order  to 
difeover  their  fecrets.  Accordingly  Oates  abjur’d  the  pro- 
tedant  religion,  and  enter’d  among  the  jefuits.  In  1 677 
he  was  Tent  into  Spain  thence  to  St.  Omers , to  the  Englijh 
feminary  there  and  about  the  clofe  of  the  year  1678 
return’d  to  England,  with  the  incidents  contain’d  in  the 
memorial,  which  Tongue  had  undertaken  to  prefent  to 
his  Majedy. 

The  informer  declar’d  in  this  writing,  that  being  in- 
truded by  Strange,  provincial  of  the  jefuits  in  England , 
to  carry  letters  from  Madrid  to  Father  Suinam  an 
Irifhman , he  had  open’d  the  packet,  and  read  as  follows, 
viz. . that  in  Scotland , the  jefuits  endeavour’d  to  dir  up 
the  presbyterians  to  rebellion,  they  being  inexpredibly  ag- 
griev’d by  the  barbarity  of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale.  That 
in  Valladolid  the  Englijh  dudents  were  condrain’d  by 
force,  to  abjure  the  oath  of  allegiance  j and  that  father 
Armftrong  vented  the  mod  horrid  imprecations,  in  his 
fermons  againd  his  Britannick  majedy : That  after  ma- 
king thefe  and  other  difeoveries,  fincehis  return  to  Lon- 
don, father  Strange  had  fent  him  with  a letter  to  St.  O- 
mers , in  which  mention  was  made  of  adefign  to  afTafli- 
nate  the  king  ; that  he  himfelf  had  read,  in  his  voyages 
feveral  letters  relating  to  the  fame  plot,  adefign  of  over- 
turning the  conditution,  and  redoringthe  Roman  catho- 
lick  religion : That  in  the  month  of  April  of  that  year, 
being  return’d  to  England,  he  had  been  prefent  at  a con- 
ference of  fluty  jefuits,  who  met  at  the ' white  horfe  tavern 
in  the  Strand , where  all  fign’d  their  refolution  to  kill  the 
king;  and  the  plan  of  the  meafures,  they  were  to  take 
for  that  purpofe:  Thatfince  this  time  he  had  again  been 
fent  to  St.  Omers  from  thence  in  June  following  back  in- 
to his  own  country,  where  he  had  been  inform’d  of  the 
contrad  made  with  Sir  George  IVakeman , phyfician  to  the 
Queen,  who,  for  1 yooo/.  was  to  poifon  the  King;  and 
another  engagement  of  Grove  and  Pickering,  who  were 
to  fhoot  his  majedy.  In  fine,  he  had  difeover’d,  that  the 
jefuits  had  fomented  the  lad  wars,  and  fet  fire  to  the  city 
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of  London,  by  the  artifice  of  father  Strange,  by  which  the 
fociety  had  got  a booty,  all  charges  paid,  of  fourteen 
thoufand  pounds. 

This  affair  was  made  publick  as  foon  as  the  council  was 
inform’d  of  it.  I made  a numberlefs  multitude  of  reflec- 
tions, on  the  king’s  refufing  to  let  any  fearch  be  made, 
or  profecution  be  carried  on.  How  fufpicious,  wou’d  I 
fay  to  my  felf ; is  this  indifference ! What  can  be  the  mo- 
tive of  it  ? This  affair  concerns  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  go- 
vernment, the  religion  eftablifh’d  by  law,  and  even  the 
king’s  life  5 and  yet  the  king  himfelfappears  cold  and  in- 
different at  all  thefe  dreadful  rumours  : He  feems  fo  lit- 
tle touch’d  with  them,  that  one  wou’d  conclude  they  did 
not  once  affeCt  him  ; he  himfelf  has  therefore  fpvead 
thefe  reports’;  knowing  that  his  perfon  is  fecure  from 
all  attacks.  But  on  the  other  fide,  can  it  be  probable 
that  he  would  be  an  accomplice  in  fuch  dark,  fuch  infa- 
mous adls  ? Is  it  not  more  likely,  that  there  really  is  a de- 
fign  to  affafllnatehis  majefty  ; but  that  he  does  not  be- 
lieve any  thing  of  it;  And  yet,  how  will  itbepoflible  to 
contradict  fo  many  circumftances  as  are  found  in  Gate’s 
memorial  ? The  papifts,  indeed,  require  a king  who  is 
refolute,  active  and  vigilant.  Now  Charles  poffefles  none 
of  thefe  qualities,  but  then  they  all  are  united  in  the  duke  of 
York,  who,  befides,  profefles  the  Komijh  religion  openly; 
whereas  the  king  fuits  his  principles  to  his  intereft ; not 
to  mention  that  ’tis  well  known  he  has  very  little  regard 
for  religion  in  general.  Thefe  confiderations  might  have 
prompted  the  papifts  to  confpire  againft  his  life,  in  order 
to  raife  the  duke  of  York  to  the  throne,  who  doubtlefs 
would  be  of  greater  fervice  to  ’em,  and  be  abfolutely  at 
their  difpofal,  Now,  as  the  king  puts  the  greate ft  con- 
fidence in  thofe  very  wretches  who  are  the  confpirators, 
hey  may  eafily  perfuade  him,  that  the  plot  of  which  they 
are  accus’d  is  mere  fiction,  invented  by  the  proteftants 
to  ruin  ’em.  But  be  this  as  it  will  there  is  fomething 
very  unaccountable  in  this  ftupid  fecurity  of  the  king, 
which  will  not  permit  him  to  fearch  into  the  horrors  of 
this  myftery  of  iniquity.  In  this  manner  I did  argue 
without  being  able  to  fix  my  thoughts. 

In  the  mean  time  Tongue  was  not  disheartoed  at  the 
inactivity  of  the  court,  but  was  (till  fully  determin’d 
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topurfuehis  accufations,  in  fpite  of  the  many  repulfes 
he  had  met  with.  The  Lord-high-trcafurer,  inform’d  of 
the  kings  thoughts  on  this  head,  fancied  he  had  taken  fuf- 
ficient  care  of  himfelf  in  having  reported  the  whole  to  the 
council}  and  that  after  this,  the  king  himfelf  would  be 
refponfible  for  the  calamities,  which ’twas  fear’d  his  ne- 
gligence would  occafion.  In  the  mean  time  the  infor- 
mers were  very  zealous  to  defeat  the  vifible  endeavours 
which  were  us’d,  to  fupprefs  the  depofitions  or  toraife 
an  opinion  in  the  world,  that  the  whole  was  a forgery, 
byfo  unufual,  fo  extraordinary  afilence. 

Accordingly  Oates  went  to  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  a 
juftice  of  peace,  living  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Martins  in 
the  Fields,  and  delir’d  to  take  his  depofition,  by  which 
he  affirm’d,  that  the  memorial  he  brought,  contain’d 
matters  of  thcutmoft  confequence  to  the  king  and  go- 
vernment. Dr.  Tongue  was  prefent  at  the  fame  time,  and 
fwore  that  he  himfelf  had  prefented  the  like  memorial 
to  the  king.  Upon  this  affurance  the  jultice  adminiftred 
the  oath,  of  which  he  gave  a certificate.  The  report 
of  this  was  foon  fpread  abroad,  fo  that  we  were  afraid 
it  would  be  productive  of  ill  effects  among  the  people} 
fo  that  I prevail’d  with  the  council  to  fend  for  Tongue 
and  Oates  before  ’em.  After  his  examination,  an  apart- 
ment, and  a table  were  allow’d  them  in  White-hall,  and 
they  were  order’d  a guard  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  their 
perfons.  The  council  met  morning  and  evening,  for  a- 
bove  a week,  on  this  affair,  and  a little  after  they  feiz’d 
Sir  George  Wakeman,  phyfician  to  the  Queen,  Edward 
Coleman , fecretary  to  the  duke  of  York,  Richard  Langhorny 
lawyer } Thomas  Whitebread  at  that  time  provincial  of  the 
jefuits,  John  Gawen,  Anthony  Turner , William  Irelandy 
William  Rumley,  William  Marfhal , James  Corker,  Thomas 
Pickering,  all  popiih  priefts  or  jefuits.  Several  letters  which 
Coleman  had  forgot  were  feiz’d  at  his  houfe,  but  he  had 
defbroyed  a much  greater  number. 

An  accident  which  happen’d  foon  after  aftonifh’d  the 
publick,  who  thought  it  a confirmation  of  the  reality  of 
the  plot,  and  indeed  I my  feifwas  of  the  fame  opinion. 
Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  was  miffing  on  a fudden,  and- 
four  days  after  was  found  murder’d,  and  his  own  fword 
thvuft  thro’  him,  in  a ditch  by  Primrofe-hill,  near  Hamp - 
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fiead.  The  coroner’s  inqueft  fat  on  the  body,  and  the 
furgeons  declar’d  that  Sir  Edmundbury  had  been  ftrangled, 
and  that  his  own  fword  had  been  thruft  through  his  bo- 
dy, fome  time  after  his  death,  fince  not  a fingle  drop  of 
blood  was  feen  to  have  trickled  from  the  wound.  The 
Roman  catholicks  were  fufpedfcedtohave  perpetrated  this 
horrid  murder,  which  by  this  time  made  a very  great 
noife.  Upon  this  a proclamation  was  iflued,  promi- 
fing  a reward  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  his  maje- 
fty’s  protection,  to  any  one  who  fhould  difcover  the 
affaffins. 

I never  in  my  life  (aw  the  King  fo  uneafy  as  on  this 
occasion.  He  had  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  ftifle 
this  affair,  and  by  that  means  was  fufpeCted  of  being  at 
the  head  of  this  deteftable  enterprize.  This  was  the  pub- 
lick  talk  ; and  it  was  natural  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
council  fhould  be  taken  notice  of,  as  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  prevent  juftice  from  taking  itscourfe.  The  par- 
liament was  now  going  to  meet,  and  in  all  probability  to 
take  cognizance  of  a crime  which  ftruck  at  the  religion 
and  laws.  There  was  room  to  fear,  that  this  fev ere  tri- 
bunal would  make  the  ftriCteft  inquiry  into  myfteries 
which  were  of  fo  horrid  a nature,  as  to  excite  the  moft 
dreadful  effects  of  his  zeal.  The  king  forefeeing  this 
fatal  difcovery,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  prevent 
this  profecution  from  coming  before  the  parliament. 
The  lord  treafurer  was  commanded  to  be  lilent  on  that 
head  j and  in  the  fpeech  he  made  at  the  opening  of  the 
felfion,  he  delivered  himfelf  according  to  the  inftrudti- 
ons  which  had  been  given  him.  He  declared,  that  he  had 
been  told  of  aconfpiracy  carrying  on  by  thejefuits:  That 
he  intended  to  have  the  criminal  judg’d  by  common  law  $ 
that  they  might  expeCt,  from  his  great  affeCtion  for  the 
proteftant  religion,  and  the  love  he  bore  his  fubjedts,  all 
the  care  and  fe verity  which  the  publick  tranquility  re- 
quir’d, as  well  as  the  fafety  of  the  church  of  England , 
which  was  now  in  great  danger  from  that  deteftable  en- 
terprize. 

The  king  wasfo  well  known,  that  not  the  leaft  regard 
was  had  to  his  proteftations  ; and  he  might  plainly  per- 
ceive, that  he  had  quite  loft  the  efteem  and  confidence  of 
the  Nation.  But  he  did  notfeem  fo  much  difturbed  at 
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the  unfavourable  opinion  his  fubjeCts  entertained  of  him, 
as  at  the  fteps  the  Earl  of  Danby  had  taken.  This  ftatef- 
man,  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  parliament  would  not  fail 
to  take  cognizance  of  this  affair,  was  afraid  he  fhould 
one  day  be  made  to  anfwer  for  a filence,  that  is  ever  cri- 
minal on  fuch  occafions.  But  notwithftanding  the  king's 
prohibition,  he  communicated  Gate's  memorial  to  the 
houfe  of  commons.  This  was  like  a thunder-bolt  to  the 
artful  monarch  j and  his  favourite,  very  well  pleas’d  that 
he  had  fecured  himfelf  from  the  ftorm,  received  with 
lefs  confufion  a very  fevere  reprimand  he  naturally  ex- 
pected. Both  houles  were  now  extremely  adtive.  Oates 
was  examined,  and  on  his  depofitions,  there  was  impri- 
foned  in  the  Tower  and  other  goals,  twenty  fix  perfons 
all  papifls,  among  whom  were  the  Lords  Powis,  Staf- 
ford, Arundel  ot  War  dour,  Peters,  Bellafis , and  Sir  Henry 
Ti  ebb  urn. 

But  now  one  Bedloe,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  low- 
countries,  writ  to  the  fecretary  of  flate,  informing  him, 
that  he  knew  fome  particulars  relating  to  the  plot,  and 
defir’d  to  be  feiz’d.  Accordingly  he  was  taken  up  in 
Brijlol,  and  being  brought  to  London,  the  fixth  of  No- 
vember, an  apartment  was  given  him  in  White-hall.  A 
guard  was  appointed  for  his  fecurity ; and  a penfion  aflign- 
ed  him  for  his  fubfiftence.  He  was  examined  by  both 
fecretaries  of  ftate.  He  then  declared,  that  he  was  born 
a proteftant,  but  had  been  overperfuaded,  by  the  folicita- 
tions  of  the  jefuits,  to  turn  Roman  catholick : That  Sir 
EdmundburyGodfrey  had  been  affafiinated  in Somerfet  houfe, 
where  the  queen  kept  her  court.  The  day  after  this  de- 
pofition,  Bedloe  appear’d  before  the  lords,  and  nam’d  a- 
mong  other  accomplices,  Walfh  and  Phare,  both  jefuits, 
who  he  declared  told  him,  that  lord  Bellafis  was  to 
command  in  the  north,  lord  Powis  in  fouth  Wales,  and  the 
lord  Arundel  of  War  dour  was  appointed  to  iffue  the  fe- 
veral  commiflionsneceflary  for  that  purpofe.  Onthefe 
depofitions  the  king,  at  the  requefl:  of  both  houfes,  pub- 
li Hied  a proclamation,  for  feizing  of  Walfh,  Phare,  Co- 
nyers, Slmonds,  Prichard  and  Caflaway,  who  were  all  fled. 
Bedloe  wa)s  examin’d  a iecond  time  before  the  lords,  when 
he  decla/ed,  that  the  jefuits  of  Doway  had  firft  acquain- 
ted him  with  this  plot  \ and  oblig’d  him  to  take  the  fa- 
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crament  four  times,  on  which  occafion  he  fwore  invio- 
lable fecrecy  : That  being  afterwards  admitted  into  their 
confidence,  he  had  difcovered  the  names  of  the  Noble- 
men appointed  to  fuperintend  the  whole  ; the  number 
of  forces  which  were  to  be  raifed  in  the  kingdom,  be- 
sides ten  thoufand  men  that  were  expe&ed  from  Flan- 
ders : That  the  enterprize  had  been  revealed,  almoft  at 
the  very  inftant  it  was  to  have  been  executed  : That 
Fhaire  had  acquainted  him  with  the  particulars  of  the 
intended  mafiacre;  the  vidtims,  and  the  wretches  who 
were  to  be  the  adtors  of  the  horrid  icene : That  in  cafe  any 
of  the  confpirators  fhould  be  feized,  endeavours  would 
be  ufed  to  make  away  with  him,  by  fetting  fire  to  the 
prifon,  or  fome  other  method:  That  he  had  often  been 
allured,  that  there  was  not  one  papift  in  England  of  any 
diftindtion,  but  knew  of  this  confpiracy.  Laftly,  that 
he  was  to  have  carried  letters  from  one  army  to  the 
other. 

Edward  Coleman  was  alfo  examined  at  the  king’s-bench 
bar  in  Weflminflcr , before  the  lord  chief-juftice  Scrogs , 
Oates  and  Bedloe  being  confronted  with  the  prifoners, 
charged  them  as  follows.  The  former  declared,  that  in 
November  1677,  he  had  carried  to  St.  Omers,  from  Cole- 
man, letters  filled  with  exprefiions  highly  injurious  to  the 
king;  and  that  one  particularly,  written  in  Latin  to  fa- 
ther la  Chaife  confelfor  to  Lewis  XIV.  by  way  of  thanks 
for  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling  which  that  jefuit  had 
remitted ; exprefs’d,  that  this  fum  fhould  be  employed 
in  getting  proper  emiffaries  for  killing  the  king  : That 
Coleman , in  prefence  of  this  deponent,  had  approv’d  of 
this  abominable  defign,  which  had  been  concerted  the 
April  before : That  in  Augufi  following,  the  prifoner 
was  prefent  at  an  affembly  of  jefuits  and  benedidtins, 
who  were  called  together,  purpofely  to  confider  of  me- 
thods howto  raife  a rebellion  in  Ireland  : That  he  had 
made  the  company  prefent  agree  to  the  aflaffination  of 
the  duke  of  Ormond  .-  That  another  time  this  deponent, 
had  heard  Coleman  declare,  that  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  had  been  colledfed  for  this  rebellion.  That 
the  prifoner  was  privy  to  the  defign  of  fending  four  afta- 
fTins  to  Wind  for,  and  to  the  contract  which  had  been 
made  with  Sir  George  Waheman  ; and  that  he  (the  prifo- 
ner) 
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ner)  had  advifed  the  augmenting  the  reward  to  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds.  Bedloe  allured  farther,  that  he  had  feen 
Coleman'sc  ommifiion,  appointing  him  fecretary  of  Hate, 
figned  by  father  Paul  Oliva  general  of  the  jefuits,  and 
approved  by  a brief  from  the  Pope.  This  deponent  ad- 
ded, that  he  owed  this  laft  difcovery  to  Sir  Henry  Tich - 
burne,  who  had  brought  commillions  from  Rome  for 
divers  lords,  among  which  was  that  of  Coleman.  That 
he  himfelf  ( Bedloe ) had  carried  the  24th  or  2yth  of  May 
foregoing,  a pacquet  to  Paris ; to  the  Monaftry  of  the 
Bnglijh  friars,  that  the  letters  contained  in  it,  gave  ad- 
vice of  the  receiving  of  afum  defign’d  for  the  executing 
of  this  plot  again  ft  the  government  and  the  church  of 
. "England . The  letters  written  by  Coleman  to  father  la 
Chaifc , and  the  pope’s  nuncio  at  Brujfels  were  produc’d, 
containing  the  particulars  of  the  enterprise  ; the  me- 
thods of  putting  it  in  execution,  and  the  defire  of  a fpee- 
dy  afliftance. 

The  prifoner  made  but  a very  weak  defence,  fo  was 
found  guilty ; and  the  next  day  wasfent  enc’d  to  be  drawn, 
hang’d  and  quarter’d,  which  accordingly  was  executed  at 
Tyburn,  where  he  protefted  his  innocence  to  the  laft  gafp. 
This  laft  circumftance  filled  me  with  horror,  I not  con- 
ceiving how  it  was  thus  poftible  for  a wretch  to  die  with 
a lie  in  his  mouth. 

But  Oates  and  Bedloe  went  further,  for  they  accus’d  the 
queen  before  the  king  and  council,  of  being  an  accom- 
plice in  Sir  George  Wakeman's  confpiracy  ; never thelefs, 
thisaccufation  was  ftifled  by  his  majefty's authority.  The 
commons,  however,  addrefled  the  king,  to  remove  the 
queen,  and  her  domefticks  from  Whitehall.  Ilis  majefty 
was  highly  exafperated  againft  Oates,  but  the  houle  of 
commons  protected  him,  and  required  that  he  fhould 
be  fet  at  liberty,  and  amoderate  penlion  fettled  upon  him. 

Some  days  after,  there  were  brought  to  the  feflions  in 
the  Old  Bail y,  John  Fenwick,  William  Ireland , Thomas  Pic- 
kering, Jefuits,  and  JohnGrove a lay- brother.  The  three 
laft  were  immediately  tried,  but  Fenwick's  trial  was  put 
off,  becaufeof  thcab  fence  of  fome  witnefles.  Oates  de- 
pos’d, that  they  had  been  prelent  in  the  great  aflembly  held 
April 24;  that  they  hadfignedtherefolutiontokill  th*.  king; 
and  had  bound  themielves  to  perpetrate  this  horrid  act, 
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by  the  facrament  which  father  Barton  the  jefuit  had  ad- 
miniftred  to  them ; that  they  had  appointed  Grove  and  Pic- 
kering to  kill  the  king,  for  which  each  was  to  have  fifteen 
hundred  pounds ; that  they  ufed  often  to  walk  in  the  park 
with  fcrew-barrelled  piftols ; that  one  day  the  flint  of  Pic- 
kering’s piftol  being  loofe,  he  thereby  loft  the  opportuni- 
ty of  (hooting  the  king,  for  which  he  was  feverely  pu- 
nifhedj  that  Grove  and  one  Smith  were  appointed  to  coK 
left  St.  Peter's  penny,  and  that  this  deponent  {Oates)  had 
feen  their  regifter. 

Bedloe , on  the  other  fide,  declared,  that  he  had  been  the 
meflengerof  the  fociety  five  years;  that  he  had  the  fecret 
of  opening  letters,  and  by  this  means  found  that  all  related 
to  the  plot ; that  he  had  heard  feveral  of  the  confpirators 
declare,  that  their  defign  was  to  extirpate  to  the  very  laft 
of  the  Hereticks  in  England ; that  about  the  end  of  Am - 
gufi  1678,  Ireland,  Pickering  and  Grove,  had  concerted  (in 
father  Harcourt’s  lodgings)  upon  the  murder  proje&ed  by 
the  aflafiins  of  IVindfor-,  that  Conyers,  a Benedittine  Monk, 
was  to  make  one ; and  that  the  blow  fhould,  if  pofiible, 
be  given  at  New-Market , when  the  king  was  walking  out : 
That  in  this  aflembly  of  the  confpirators,  a refolution  was 
made  to  take  off  feveral  noblemen,  and  among  the  reft 
the  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Ormond,  and  the  earl  of 
Shaftsbury  and  Offory.  The  perfons  accufed  firmly  denied 
the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  but  neverthelefs  they  were 
fentenced  to  die. 

As  the  ftorm  gathered  more  and  more  every  day,  the 
court  was  in  the  greater  perplexity  upon  that  account. 
A little  after  the  council  caufed  one  Miles  Praunce  a filver- 
fmith  tobefeiz’d.  He  was  charg’d  with  having  a hand  in 
the  murder  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey ; and  was  brought 
before  the  committee  appointed  by  the  houfe,  before  their 
breaking  up.  Thefe  publifhed  his  depofition,  which  con- 
tained a very  particular  account  of  the  abovementioned 
execrable  murder ; and  in  confequence  of  them,  feiz’d  fa- 
ther Girald  and  Kelly, two  Irijh  priefts ; Robert  Green  keeper 
of  thecufhions  in  the  queen’s  chapel ; Laurence  Hill,  Ser- 
vant to  Dr.  Godwin,  treafurer  of  the  chapel,  and  Henry 
Berry,  porter  to  Somerfet  houfe.  All  were  put  to  death  that 
could  be  met  with. 

_ Stephen 
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Stephen  Dugdale,  fervant  to  the  lord  Ajlon,  was  thrown 
Into  prifon  for  refufing  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy.  ’T was  thought  this  man  would  make  great 
hfcoveries,  but  he  denied  at  firft  his  having  any  know- 
edge  of  this  confpiracy.  Atlaft,  after  a long  examina- 
:ion,  being  flung  with  remorfe,  heconfefled  that  Evans , 
fefuit  belonging  to  lord  Afloris  family,  had  told  him  in 
London , that  a refolution  was  taken  to  murder  the  king; 
hat  he  ( Dugdale)  received  the  letters,  and  had  confcnted 
hat  his  name  fliould  be  made  ufe  of,  in  order  to  carry  on 
this  correfpondcnce  with  the  greater  fecrecy ; that  Evans 
ind  Garoen , both  jefuits,  had  alfo  prompted  him  to  under- 
take the  aflaflination,  promifing,  in  cafche  committed  the 
murder,  to  canonize  him  ; that  fince  that  time,  the  lord 
Stafford  had  promis’d  him  five  hundred  pounds  upon  the 
fame  account.  This  deponent  accufed  alfo  Vavaffor,  Gif- 
Lard  and  Levoeffon,  all  three  jefuits,  and  one  Breadjireet , a 
prieft . As  there  was  a fufpicion,  that  the  court  had  pro- 
jected the  whole,  the  king  was  indifpenfably  obliged  to 
profecutethe  confpirators ; and  accordingly  a proclama- 
tion was  iffued  for  feizing  thofe  newly  impeach’d,  but 
moft  of  them  fled. 

However,  father  Giffard  was  feiz’d ; and  who  fhould 
this  be.  but  the  very  jefuit  I had  known  at  St.  Cloud , who 
bad  fo  fpecioully  endeavoured  to  difpel  my  melancholy, 
and  at  lafl  had  carried  off  the  lovely  Cecilia  I was  to  marry. 
Heavens ! how  great  was  my  aftoni  foment,  when  I call 
my  eyes  on  that  execrable  villain.  Wretchl  faysltohim 
with  a furious  tone,  (not  reflecting  that  thefe  tranfports 
were  indecent  in  one  who  a&ed  as  a judge  upon  this  oc- 
tafion)  after-betraying  me  in  France,  art  thou  come  over 
into  England  to  betray  the  king  and  nation  ? What  piinilh- 
ment  could  be  f<rvere  enough  for  one  who  has  adfed  in  fo 
horrid  a feene  ? The  jefuit  however  appear’d  un mov’d  at 
my  juflrefentments,  and  anfwer’d  very  calmly,  that  the 
crime  he  might  have  been  guilty  of  with  regard  to  me, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  confpiracy  laid  to  his  charge ; 
that  he  had  carried  off  Cecilia  by  the  king’s  authority, 
which  juftified  fufficiently  his  condtrCt  on  that  occafion. 
That  with  refpeCt  to  the  plot  for  which  he  was  feiz’d, 
he  was  innocent  of  it,  and  hoped  I would  be  fo  juft, 
as  not  to  fuffer  my  former  prejudices  to  influence  my 
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opinion  on  this  occafion.  He  ftill  continued  to  deny  the 
crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  but  was  neverthelefs  confin’d 
clofe  prifoner. 

I was  very  folicitous  to  know  what  he  had  done  with 
Cecilia , for  my  heart  had  ftill  fome  remains  of  tendernefs 
for  that  engaging  creature.  Accordingly  I obtain’d  leave 
to  vifit  him  in  prifon.  His  refolution  had  now  abandon’d 
him,  fo  that  I found  him  abjedt  and  fubmiflive.  He  beg’d 
me  to  fave  his  life,  which  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  do. 
Wretches  often  ftifle  the  checks  of  confcience,  whilft  they 
have  an  opportunity  of  committing  vice  with  impunity; 
it  even  grows  habitual  to  them ; and  adtions  of  the  blacked: 
dye  are  considered  as  flight  errors,  by  perfons  who  have 
totally  abandoned  virtue.  However,  thefe  guilty  fouls  are 
no  fooner  expofedto  punifhment,  but  confcience  awakes 
in  them  with  unufual  tranfports,  and  fhe  at  laft  receives, 
tho’  too  late,  her  empire ; ’tis  then  they  feel  ten  thoufand 
flings,  and  the  remembrance  of  their  paft  crimes  is  the 
molt  cruel  punifhment.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  father  Gif 
fard’s  mind,  and  the  pangs  it  fuffer’d  forc’d  him  to  reveal 
it  to  me.  His  foul  was  all  tumult,  fo  that  the  fight  of  him 
infpired  deteftation  of  the  guilt,  and  pity  for  the  offender. 
I have  merited,  fays  he,  death  but  too  juftly.  Ten  thou- 
fand could  never,  never  cleanfemy  foul,  which  is  polluted 
with  the  fouleft  crimes.  This  is  not  a time  for  me  to  dif- 
femble.  I began  my  wretched  courfes  in  my  youth, 
by  joining  in  the  abominable  debaucheries  of  a wealthy 
nobleman;  and  this  execrable  commerce  continued  fome 
years.  After  the  example  of  Caligula , I committed  inceft 
with  my  fitters  ; and,  under  the  habit  of  a jefuit,  I cor- 
rupted youth,  with  the  care  of  whom  I was  entrufted  in 
various  colleges  in  Trance.  I had  a contempt  for  all  religion, 
and  made  itferve  only  as  a cloak  to  the  moft  execrable  de- 
figns.  Tortured  with  the  fears  of  divine  juftice,  I deli- 
vered myfelf  from  thefe  importunate  reproaches,  by  per- 
fuading  myfelf,  or  at  leaft  endeavouring  to  do  fo,  that 
there  was  no  God ; and  have  fince  lived  in  this  impious 
belief,  as  you  might  judge  by  the  libertine  fubjedls  I dif- 
courfed  with  you  upon  at  St.  Cloud.  When  I introduced 
you  to  Mr.  R- — ’s  houfe,  I myfelf  was  diftradtedly  in 
love  with  his  amiable  daughter,  the  charming  Cecilia. 
Common  decency  kept  me  at  firtt  within  due  bounds,  but 
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the  inftant  I faw  you  going  to  poflefs  this  treafure,  my 
rage  and  vengeance  had  no  bounds.  I therefore  was  re- 
folutely  determined  to  carry  her  off;  and  I executed  my 
defign  very  advantageoufly,  under  the  fhadow  of  the  royal 
authority,  and  a falic  zeal  for  religion.  I was  commanded 
to  fhuther  up  in  a convent,  but  that  was  far  from  my  in- 
tention ; I defigning  to  carry  her  either  into  England  or 
Holland,  and,  after  abjuring  my  religion  to  marry  her. 
Her  great  difinclination  to  take  the  veil,  favoured  my  de- 
sign. After  oppofing  it  fome  time,  fhe  at  laft  began, 
feemingly  at  lea  ft,  to  approve  it,  when  her  father  over- 
took us.  Seeing  him,  I bid  my  accomplices  fhoot  him 
dead,  and  they  obeyed  immediately.  Cecilia , after  this, 
conftdering  me  as  the  murderer  of  her  father,  conceiv’d  an 
invincible  averfion  to  me.  She  threatned  to  divulge  all 
my  guilt,  and  all  the  intreaties  1 made  ufeof  could  not  pre- 
vail with  her  to  change  her  refolution.  Finding  I now  had 
no  longer  any  hopes,  I was  fully  determined  to  enjoy  her, 
at  leaft,  before  I let  her  go.  I employed  all  the  efforts 
imaginable  to  make  her  comply  with  my  will,  but  all  in 
vain.  I afterwards  threatned  her  in  the  moft  fevere  terms, 
but  to  no  purpofe.  At  laft,  I was  fully  determined  to 
force  her ; and  for  that  purpofe  carried  her  to  a lone  houfe, 
there  to  fpend  the  night.  About  midnight  I entered  her 
chamber,  and  arm’d  with  a dagger,  gave  her  the  choice, 
either  to  comply  with  my  palTion,  or  receive  a cruel  death 
at  my  hands.  Life  is  preferable  to  all  things,  and  infinitely 
dear  to  all  forts  of  creatures.  The  lovely  Cecilia  imagined 
fhe  would  fave  it  by  facrificing  her  honour  however,  I 
had  no  fooner  fatiated  my  luft,  but  I ftabbed  her  in  cold 
blood.  I left  in  one  of  her  wounds  the  inftrument  of  my 
barbarous  cruelty ; and  feeing  the  great  effufion  of  blood, 
and  herfelf  pale  and  breathleis,  I fhew’d  her  to  all  my  ac- 
complices ; and  ordered  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  to  bury 
jhat  unfortunate  maiden ; befeeching  him,  for  the  honour 
of  the  young  lady’s  family,  not  to  divulge  the  manner  of 
her  death,  for  fear,  as  1 fpecioufly  told  him,  the  body 
fhould  be  treated  with  ignominy  by  the  magiftrates.  Af- 
ter perpetrating  this  viffany,  I return’d  immediately  ta 
St.  Cloud,  where  I revealed  the  whole  to  my  fuperior. 
You  would  naturally  imagine  that  I fhould  have  been  pu- 
nched very  feverely  for  it,  but  ’twas  far  other  wife;  it 
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being  a law  among  us  topunifh  flight  errors  only  ; for  as 
to  enormous  crimes,  they  are  buried  in  the  deepeft  obli- 
vion, to  prefervethe  honour  of  the  fociety.  If  there  is 
any  danger  of  the  fecular  arm  interfering,  then  the  offen- 
der is  fentaway.  In  this  view,  my  fuperior  advifed  me 
to  go  upon  a million  into  England,  in  order  to  make  my 
peace  with  heaven.  I accepted  of  this  employment  with 
inexpreftible  pleafure,  and  accordingly  embark’d  for  Eng- 
land, before  Cecilia’s  murder  was  divulged.  Since  that  I 
have  been  inform’d,  that  the  beautiful  Cecilia  did  not  die  of 
her  wounds,  but  return’d  back  to  her  mother.  In  fine,  that 
Hie  left  the  kingdom  with  the  greateft  part  ofher  fortune, 
but  whither  fhe  retir’d  no  one  could  tell.  The  jefuit  then 
cried'out,  fuffer  me  to  live,  notwithftanding  the  mighty 
crimes  I have  committed  ; for  now  I begin  to  acknow- 
ledge the  exiftenceand  juftice  of  the  Almighty,  and  pof- 
fibly  may  obtain  his  pardon  by  my  repentance. 

Wretch,  fays  I to  him,  thy  life  is  not  in  my  power, 
for  were  it  fo,  I would  give  it  thee  j fully  perfuaded, 
that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  fuit  better  thy  punifhment 
to  thy  guilt,  than  by  permitting  thee  to  drag  the  hor- 
rid weight  of  that  criminal  life  thou  fo  meanly  fueft  for: 
but  the  laws  will  never  fuffer  fo  vile  a monfter  as  thou  art 
to  enjoy  the  light  of  the  fun.  Life  is  a prefent  made  by 
heaven,  which  thofe  who  abufe  it  are  unworthy  of.  Pre- 
pare thyfelf  for  the  moft  cruel  chaftifements,  the  moft 
terrible  death.  But  fince  thou  haftdifcovered  to  me  fo  vaft 
a fcene  of  horror,  fatisfymy  curiofity,  by  difcovering  to 
me  the  particulars  of  the  confpiracy. 

At  this  tpieftion,  gazing  about  with  wild  diftradfion, 
and  at  laft  fixing  his  eyes  on  me,  fince  we  are  alone,  faidhe, 
I will  confefs  to  you  that  this  confpiracy  is  too  real,  and 
that  it  was  fii  ft  fet  on  foot  by  the  k — himfelf,  and  the 

duke  of  r , in  the  view  of  extirpating  herefy,  and 

introducing  a defpotick  form  of  government.  The 
affair  was  compleated  in  fome  neighbouring  courts, 
and  efpecially  in  Rome.  Father  Oliva,  our  general,  is 
the  foul  of  this  intrigue.  The  defign  at  firft  was  en- 
tirely to  make  the  king  abfolute,  and  to  eftablifh  po- 
pery in  England ; but  the  directors  faw  with  indigna- 
tion, the  timidity,  uncertainty  and  fickle  temper  of  the 
king.  They  obferved,  that  this  prince  wastotally  unfix’d 
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[ with’rcgard  to  religion;  and  wdre  afraid  that  fhould  he  be 
raifed  to  dcfpotick  power,  he  then  would  rcfufe  to  deftroy 
■ the  church  of  England.  From  thefeconfiderations,  adefign 

1 was  form’d  to  afiaflinate  him,  and  to  fet  the  duke  of  T 

on  the  throne;  his  great  zeal  for  popery  being  fo  well 
known.  Beiides,  this  prince  has  all  the  qualities  requifite 
for  promoting  the  vaft  projects  of  the  holy  fee.  But  the 
utmoft  endeavours  are  ufed  to  perluade  the  king,  that  the 
laft  part  of  the  confpiracy  is  a mere  chimera;  and  his  fear 
I led  the  accomplices  fhould  accufehim  of  being  the  contri- 
ver of  it,  is  a curb  to  him,  and  keeps  him  from  fearching 
to  the  bottom  of  this  myftery.  By  the  way,  added  he, 
we  all  bound  ourfelves  to  a mod  inviolable  fecrccy , by  the 
mod  horrid  oaths ; fo  that  you  mud  not  wonder  to  hear 
me  deny  to  the  lad  gafp,  the  truth  of  what  1 now  reveal 
to  you  in  private.  I alfo  would  advife  you,  not  to  make 
an  ill  ufe  of  what  I have  now  difeovered  to  you,  for  in 
that  cafe  be  allured  your  life  would  be  in  danger.  You 
would  run  the  hazard  of  being  murdered,  even  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Vigmalion  himfelf;  and  tho’  you  fhould  befecured 
by  an  hundred  gates  of  iron,  you  would  not  efcape  the 
vengeance  of  the  confpirators,  in  cafe  you  fhould  ever 
blab  what  I have  told  you. 

My  wife,  who,  as  I before obferved,  was  in  the  queen’s 
i fervice,  made  a difeovery,  which  agreed  in  every  point 
with  father  Gijfard's  declaration.  The  king  had  that  very 
.day  a fecret  interview  with  the  duke  his  brother,  in  her 

maielly’s  apartment.  What  am  I to  think,  fays  the  k 

of  the  plot  that  is  carrying  on  againft  my  life  ? What  mo- 
tives can  thecatholicks  have  to  proceed  to  fuch  abominable 
lengths?  ’Tis  for  their  fakes  I have  made  rhyfelf  fufpedt- 
ed,  and  even  odious  to  my  fubjefts.  By  the  generous 
protedfion  I indulged  them,  I have  drawn  upbn  myfelf 
part  of  the  publick  hatred,  which  before  was  levelled 
againft  them  intirely . The  nation  in  general  diftrufts  me, 
and  is  ripe  for  rebellion.  The  presbyterians  are  formidable 
by  their  number;  they  feek  only  my  ruin,  and  will  re- 
venge the  cruelties  I exercifed  againft  them,  merely  out  of 
complaifance  to  the  catholicks ; but  how  am  I rewar  ded  ? 
by  the  blackeft  perfidy.  Thofe  whom  I confidered  as  my 
friends,  and  would  have  raifed  on  the  ruin  of  their  adver- 
saries; for  whofe  fake  I have  put  all  that  is  dear  to  me  at 
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flake,  and  hazard  all  things;  thefe  ungrateful  wretches  be- 
tray me,  and  have  form’d  a defign  to  take  away  my  life. 
My  brother,  nay  even  my  confort,  are  accufed  of  having  a 
hand  in  this  unnatural  plot ! What  am  I to  think  of  all  this? 
Alas ! how  wretched  is  my  condition ! I was  ten  thoufand. 
times  more  happy  in  my  exile.  When  will  my  calamities 
end  ? The  nation  vents  the  moll  fevere  complaints  ; its 
indignation  breaks  forth  on  all  occafions  againft  my  mini- 
flers ; and  perhaps  a fudden  revolution  may  bring  my  head, 
as  well  as  that  of  my  royal  father,  to  a fcaffold. 

Thek — . fpoke  thefe  words  with  unufual  emotion  ; 
and  as  for  the  q — , who  was  prefent  at  this  difcourfe, 
fhedid  not  make  a word  of  anfwer;  however,  the  duke 
of  r — obferved  with  afofttoneof  voice,  that  the  exe- 
crable defign  of  aflafiinating  his  majefty , could  be  no  other 
than  mere  calumny,  invented  by  the  hereticks;  that  as  to 
himfelf,  he  was  wholly  innocent  of  it ; and  thought  it 
necefiary  to'obferve,  that  he  was  full  as  unfortunate  as  his 
majefty ; that  he  was  no  lefs  the  objedl  of  the  publick  ha- 
tred j and  therefore,  in  order  to  lay  the  ftorm  which  was 
gathering,  he  was  determined,  in  cafe  his  majefty  thought 
proper,  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The  king  confented  to. 
it,  and  accordingly  his  royal  highnefs  went  to  BruJfeLs  a 
few  days  after.  In  the  fame  conference  he  told  his  ma- 
jefty, that  it  was  abfolutely  his  intereft  to  be  as  tender  as 
poflible  to  the  confpirators,  and  the  motives  of  the  con- 
spiracy ; adding,  that  a difcovery  on  this  occafion  would 
utterly  ruin  his  majefty,  the  nation  being  but  too  much  ex- 
afperated  againft  him,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  mini- 
flers. 

Mrs. Cleveland  had  heard  all  thefe  particulars,  ihe  being  in 
the  next  room,  and  accordingly  gave  mean  account  of  the 
whole  that  evening.  After  comparing  thefe  things  with 
thofe  father  Giffard  had  inform’d  me  of,  I was  compleat 
mafter  of  the  whole  intrigue.  I then  perceiv’d  the  motive 
of  the  king’s  tendernefs  towards  fuch  of  the  confpirators.  < 
as  were  of  the  Romijh  religion ; but  this  fill’d  me  with  the  j 
deepeftdifquietudes,  and  perplexed  me  very  much. 

The  king  had  been  vaftly  kind  to  me,  and  I owed  the  ' 
fplendid  fortune  I now  enjoy  to  his  liberality.  As  this  prince 
poffefled,  notwithftanding  all  his  errors,  a thoufand  vir- 
tues, he  had  always  been  dear  to  me.  My  gratitude  was 
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I fo  ftrong,  that  I thought  I could  expofe  myfelf  to  the’ 
greateft  dangers,  to  fecure,  if  poflible,  his  majefty’s  per- 
son. I refolv’d  therefore  to  fpeak  to  him  with  freedom, 
and  to  give  my  opinion  on  the  methods  1 thought  molt 
conducive  tohisfafety.  As  his  majefty  had  always  con- 
defcended  to  hear  me  with  a peculiar  indulgence,  I faid  to 
him  one  day,  royal  fir,  I dare  flatter  myfelf  that  I am  one  ot 
your  mod  affectionate  and  mod  faithful  fubjeCts.  ’Tis 
with  the  utmoft  regret  I fee  the  calamities  with  which 
you  are  furrounded.  You  cannot  but  be  fenflble  of  the 
pvefcnt  ill  pofture  of  affairs;  the  fatal  difpofitions  of  the 
people,  and  the  treachery  of  thofe  who  falfly  call  them- 
felves  your  friends : but  evil  councilors  and  indifcreet  en- 
terprises have  plung’d  you  into  thefe  fatal  extremes.  Let 
us  therefore  fearch  out  fome  expedient  to  extricate  you  ? 
an  expedient  that  may  be  honourable ; and  confequently 
agreeable  to  your  majefty.  The  abfenee  of  the  duke  of 

Y has  already  produced  a happy  change  in  the  minds  of 

the  nation;  make,  therefore,  royal  fir,  a frefh  effort,  in 
order  to  recover  entirely  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  your 
fubje&s.  Now  I humbly  conceive,  that  the  beft  expedi- 
ent on  this  occafion,  will  be  to  change  the  miniftry.  By 
this  means  you  will  content  the  publick,  and  filence  the 
murmurs  of  the  parliament.  Form  a new  council  of  per- 
fons  of  known  honour  and  integrity ; change  alfo  (if  I 
may  prefume  to  exprefs  myfelf  with  fo  much  freedom) 
your  own  conduct : impute,  royal  fir,  to  the  zeal  I have 
for  your  welfare,  what  I now  fpeak  freely,  and  without 
theleaftdifguife.  ’Tis  publjckly  known,  that  you  keep 
feveral  miftreffes,  who  are  fo  infatiably  greedy,  that  they 
quite  drain  your  treafury,  and  put  you  out  of  a condition 
to  relieve  your  real  and  immediate  wants.  I therefore 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty  to  make  a better  ufe  of  the 
fubfidies  which  your  parliament  allows  with  fo  much 
reluftance.  Lay  afide  the  projeCt  you  had  meditated, 
of  raifing  yourfelf  to  defpotick  power ; a project  fo 
ftrongly  promoted  by  your  criminal  flatterers.  Only 
make  the  juftice  and  obligation  of  the  regal  dignity  the 
ftandard  of  your  conduCt,  and  you  then  will  obtain  all  you 
canwifhfor.  You  have  loft,  royal  fir,  the  affe&ion  of 
your  fubje&s,  by  the  profufion  with  which  you  have  la- 
P 4 vifhed 
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vi  fried  your  treafury,  and  your  too  haughty  behaviour. 
Change  but  your  views,  and  you  will  recover  your  former 
credit.  Make  it  your  ftudy  to  fearch  for  and  reward  per- 
fons  of  virtue  and  talents ; and  by  this  means  you  will  foon 
gain  a fufficient  number  of  faithful  fervants  and  friends, 
who  will  make  your  intereft  their  care,  by  procuring  the 
felicity  of  your  people.  Remove  from  your  perfon  and 
your  councils,  a fet  of  artful,  corrupt  wretches,  who 
have  led  you  infenftbly  to  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice. 
May  I prefume  to  add  with  the  fame  liberty,  that  God 
is  juft ; and  that  he  punifhes  thofe  who  forfake  or  defpife 
him,  without  excepting  the  greateft  kings.  Taught  by  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  you  have  imbibed  lefTons  of  impiety, 
whith  have  prov’d  of  fatal  confequence.  The  jefuits,  royal 
hr,  have  taught  you  to  make  a monftrous  mixture  of  two 
religions  diametrically  oppofite  in  their  nature.  Now  what 
Buits  did  you  propofe  to  reap  from  this  conduct?  Did 
you  think  it  waspcflible  to  impofelong  on  an  intelligent 
nation,  which  watches  fo  very  narrowly  over  the  leafl 
fteps  taken  by  their  fovereign  ? Ought  you  not  to  have 
dreaded  all  that  happened  to  you,  in  cafe  this  dark  myftery 
fhould  happen  to  be  difcovered  ? Had  your  majefty  but 
followed  the  wife  and  prudent  counfel  of  lord  Ciarextr 
don,  you  would  not  then  be  reduced  to  this  fatal  extremity. 
3fou  would  then  have  reign’d  in  peace,  and  with  all  the 
authority  which  our  laws  allow  a monarch  i but  alas ! in 
all  probability  the  calamities  of  the  Stuart  family  were  no.t 
to  end  with  the  murder  of  your  royal  father.  I therefore 
humbly  befeech  your  majefty,  to  take  a ftrong,  a generous 
refolution,  to  liften  only  hereafter  to  the  counfels  which 
virtue  may  infpire*  for  (he  will  never  deceive  you. 

I perceived  that  the  king  was  not  pleafed  at  my  djf- 
courfe  j and  therefore  put  an  end  to  my  remonftrances,  for 
fear  of  exafperating,  inftead  of  corredling  him.  Mo- 
narchs,  in  general,  care  to  hearken  to  fuch  things  only  as 
footh  their  paflions,  and  confequeqtly  are  offended  with 
freedom  of  fpeech.  Accuftomed  to  flattery,  ev£ry  thing 
ingenuous  appears  dry  and  bitter  to  them  . King  Charles 
was  no  ways  exempt  from  this  frailty  5 but  the  ill  .fttuation 
of  his  affairs  at  that  time,  would  not  permit  him  to  check 
roe.  He  therefore  thanked  me  with  a modeft  air,  and.de- 
clared  that  he  would'fdllow  the  plan  I had  trac’d  to  him  : 
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that  he  was  very  unhappy  in  not  having  till  now  met  with 
a friend,  or  a foul  generous  enough  to  inftrudt  him  in  the 
knowledge  of  virtue  and  his  trueintereft : that  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  had  doubtlefs  given  him  the  bell  counfcls,  but 
that  he  had  always  frown’d  at  him  on  thofe  occafions  : 
that  I fpake  with  as  much  liberty  as  he  had  done,  but 
foftned  my  counfcls  with  a modefty  which  made  them 
graceful ; and  that  the  advantage  of  them  was  very  pal- 
pable. Saying  thefe  words,  his  majefty  embraced  me 
with  the  utrnoft  tendernefs.  I then  told  him  what  I had 
heard  from  father  Giffard , which  furprized,  him  very 
much.  JTis  of  the  utrnoft  confequence  to  your  majefty ’s 
welfare,  faid  I,  that  you  take  off  that  dangerous,  that  abo- 
minable wretch ; otherwife  he  may  difclofe  this  dark  feene 
of  iniquity  to  the  publick,  and  therefore  you  muft  prevent 
him.  He  is  guilty  of  numberlefs  crimes,  the  leaft- of 
which  would  .deferve  death.  You  bear  the  fword,  in  or- 
der to,  execute  juftice,  and  ’cisyour  majefty’s  intereft  to. 
exercife  it  fecretly  on  this  occafton.  Employ  therefore, 
fome  faithful  domeftick,  to  rid  yourfelf  and  the  world  of 
the  greateft  of  villains. 

Immediately  the  king  refolved  to  difpatch  this  wretch 
by  poifon,  which  accordingly  was  executed  before  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament : A death  doubtlefs  infinitely 
too  foft  for  fo  execrable  a villain. 

The  very  day  after  this,  the  king  form’d  a new  council,, 
confiding  of  thirty  members,  chofen  from  among  the* 
chief  officers  of  the  crown,  from,  the  feveral  degrees  of 
the  nobility,  and  even  from  the  houfe  of  commons.  But 
the  greateft  furprize  in  this  change,  was  to  fee  the  earl  of 
Shaftsbury  made  prefident  of  the  council.  The  applaufes> 
the  city  of  London  and  the  whole  nation  broke  into  on  this 
occafion,  was  a ftrong  proof  of  the.  fatisfadtion  it  gave 
them.  The  king  did  not  fail  to  make  advantage  of  this- 
my fterious  change;  however,  the  people  had  been  fo  of- 
ten deceiv’d,  that  this  news,  fo  fat*  from  removing  their 
fufpicions,  was  looked  upon  as  an  artifice  employed  by- 
the  court,  in  order  to  carry  on  their,  attempts  with  the. 
greater  fecurity for  it  was  not  believed,  that  t-he  king 
would  facrifice  fincerely  his  own  private  defigns,  for  the, 
&ke  of  the  publick  welfare.  Neveithelefs,  this  change ; nr 
P s the 
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the  miniftry,  and  the  choice  now  made,  was  very  grate- 
ful to  all  who  had  a fincere  affe&ion  for  the  king. 

A difcovery  that  was  foon  made,  ftrengthned  this  pre- 
judice, and  furnifh’d  the  enemies  of  the  court  with  a frefli 
fubjeft  of  alarms.  The  houfeofa  citizen  of  London  was 
fet  on  fire,  and  his  maid-fervant  feiz’d  upon  fufpicion. 
Being  brought  before  commiffioners  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  fhe  confefs’d,  that  fhe  herfelf  had  fet  fire  to  that 
houfe,  at  the  inftigation  of  one  Stubbs  a Roman  catholick, 
who  had  rewarded  her  with  five  hundred  pounds.  Stubbs, 
♦corroborated  this  depofition,  adding,  that  he  had  been 
corrupted  by  father  Gijfard  his  confefTor  j upon  that  je- 
fuit’s  affuring,  that  the  fetting  fire  to  a proteftant’s  houfe 
was  a meritorious  deed.  The  prifoners  declar’d  farther, 
that  the  Englijh  papifts  waited  only  the  arrival  of  three 
icore  thoufand  men  from  France,  in  order  to  excite  a ge- 
neral infurre&ion  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom . ’Tis  much 
cafier  to  conceive  than  exprefs  the  effect  this  difcovery 
produced.  Every  one  remembred  the  dreadful  fire  of 
London  in  1666,  which  confum’d  upwards  of  thirteen 
thoufand  houfes.  Now  this  fecond  attempt  excited  the 
horror  and  indignation  of  the  publick  againft  the  Roman 
catholicks.  Father  Gijfard  was  lefs  unhappy  than  he  de- 
ferv’d,  by  being  only  poifon’d  in  prifon. 

The  commons  earneftly  befoughtthe  king,  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  execution  of  Pickering,  and  the  other  popifh 
priefts  then  under  fentence  of  death  y and  in  order  to  fe- 
cure  the  proteftant  religion,  it  was  refolv’d,  that  the  right 
which  the  duke  of  York  had  to  the  fucceffion,  prompted 
the  papifts  to  all  the  dark  deftgns  they  had  atempted.  A 
refolution  had  already  been  taken  to  exclude  that  prince 
from  the  throne,  which  alarm’d  the  king  very  much. 
Had  he  not  been  fo  univerfally  defam’d,  my  counfels 
would  have  been  of  fervice  to  him  -y  and  this  w?s  the  on- 
ly card  left  him  to  play,  with  any  appearance  of  fuccefs. 
He  order’d  the  lord  chancellor  to  make  an  offer  in  his 
name,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  England,  and  the 
conftitution,  viz,,  to  ena£,  that  a popifh  king  of  England 
fhould  be  permitted  to  promote  none  but  proteftantsto  be- 
nefices and  dignities  in  the  church.  That  no  Roman  ca- 
tholick fhould  be  allowed  a feat  in  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
’ ment : 
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ment:  That  no  perfon  poffefs’d  of  offices  of  truft, 
either  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  the  privy  council,  or 
the  chancery,  fhould  be  remov’d  without  the  authority  of 
parliament,  as  alfo  the  lord  lieutenants  of  the  feveral  coun- 
ties. All  things  that  had  the  leaft  relation  to  the  court 
were  fufpe&ed.  All  thefe  ftatutes  were  look’d  upon  as  fo 
many  fnares ; and  notice  was  taken  how  often  they  had 
been  infring’d  in  the  two  preceding  reigns.  No  fafety  ap- 
peared but  in  the  proje&ed  exclufion ; fo  that  the  com- 
mons, without  debating  on  what  his  majefty  had  offered, 
prepared  the  bill,  in  order  to  flop  the  enterprizes  of  the 
papifts.  After  this,  they  went  upon  the  exclufion  bill. 
This  open’d  with  a minute  relation  of  the  confpiracy. 
’Twas  added  in  it,  that  James  duke  of  York,  feduced  by 
the  Roman  catholicks,  profefled  their  religion  publickly, 
carried  on  a criminal  correfpondence  with  the  pope  ancl 
other  powers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  proteftants ; and 
that  he  formed  a deteftable  enterprize,  in  the  hopes  of 
being  foon  rais’d  to  the  throne.  Upon  this  account ’twas 
required,  that  it  fhould  be  enadted  by  the  authority  of  the 
king,  lords  and  commons,  that  James  duke  of  York , of 
Albany  and  Ulfter , fhould  be  incapable  of  fucceeding  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ; that 
alter  the  king’s  death,  or  in  cafe  of  refignation,  the  throne 
fhould  devolve  to  the  next  heir,  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
faid  duke,  who  by  this  a£t  was  confidered  as  dead : That 
the  duke  and  his  adherents  fhould  be  declared  guilty  of 
high  treafon,  in  cafe  the  leaft  endeavours  fhould  be  ufed,  by 
their  influence ; to  put  that  prince  in  poffefllon  of  any  of 
the  three  kingdoms. 

Cleveland , faid  the  king  when  he  heard  this  news,  you 
fee  how  infufEcient  your  counfels  are.  I am  highly  exas- 
perated at  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament.  I would  ra- 
ther lofe  my  crown,  than  fuffer  fuch  infults,  and  fo  ma— 
nifeft  a contempt  of  my  authority.  Think  therefore  of 
a more  effedtual  expedient  than  thofe  you  have  hinted  to  - 
me  on  other  occafions.  This  reproach  which  I no  ways 
deferved,  exafperated  me  very  much.  II  my  counfels, 
replied  I,  have  been  infufEcient,  your  majefty  is  not  to 
blame  me,  but  your  bafe  flatterers. . Had  I been  liftned  to, . 
before  it  was  too  late,  all  the  flnifter  accidents  which 
have' fince.  happened  would  have,  been  prevented.  My 

coun&ls. 
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counfels  were  confidered  as  philofophical  dreams,  as  pla.- 
tonick  ideas,  tho5  they  would  have  been  produ&ive  of 
the  greateft  benefits  had  they  been  followed . Now, 
when  things  are  brought  to  the  laft  extremities,  my 
advice  is  asked.  I deliver  my  fentiments  with  freedom, 
and  propofe  fuch  methods  as  appear  to  me  moft  fecure, 
moil  honourable  and  moft  advantageous.  Poflibly  your 
majefty  may  approve  them  from  neceflity  : but,  if  you 
don’t  reap  all  the  advantages  you  might  from  them,  is  thgt 
my  fault?  Surely,  royal  Sir,  ’tis  rather  that  of  your  fa- 
vourites, who  havereduced  you  to  the  fad  condition  you 
are  now  in,  and  I cannot  think  of  any  method  to  extricate 
you  from  it.  What  you  fay,  replied  the  king,  is  very 
true,  but  how  muft  I aft  ? ’Tis  impoflible  for  me  to 
flop  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament  any  otherwife  than 
by  proroguing  it,  and  accordingly  he  did  fo. 

Thefe  animofities  had  like  to  have  occafion’d  a great  re- 
volution in  Scotland. The  duke  of  Lauderdale  govern'd  that 
kingdom  in  quality  of  his  majefty’s  high,  commiflioner. 
This  nobleman  had  taken  care  to  bribe  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom,  and  by  that  means  had  eftabliflied  an  arbi- 
trary power  in  it.  His  chief  aim  was  to  extirpate  the 
presbyterians i and  thofe  unfortunate  vidlims  fuffered  a 
yery  fevere  perfecution  for  feveral  years.  But  now,  the 
withdrawing  of  t-he  duke  of  York  began  to  revive  their 
hopes.  They  appointed  duke  Hamilton , and  fome  other 
lords  to  carry  their  complaints  to  the  court  in  London. 
The  caufe  was  pleaded  in  full  council ; and  the  tyranny  of 
the  miniftry,  the  infraction  of  the  laws  and  other  grie- 
vancestwere  fo  manifeftly  proved,  that  the  members  pro- 
mifed  to  fee  juftice  done,  and  to  change  the  miniftry  there. 
The  king  did  not  open  his  lips  whilft  the  affair  was  de- 
bating ; but  afterwards  approved  the  judgment  of  the 
council,  and  feem’d  to  abandon  the  iritereft  of  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale.  Being  afterwards  alone  with  his  majefty,  I 
defiled  to  know  what  opinion  he  entertain’d  of  his  fa- 
vourite after  what  he  had  now  heard.  What  would  you 
havemefay  to  him,  replied  the  king;  the  Scots  charge 
him  with  a thoufarid  crimes  committed  againft  them,  but 
I don't  find  they  accufehim  of  wronging  me  ? 

Whilft  the  council  was  endeavouring  to  do  juftice  to 
the  Scots;  the  malecontents,  either  out  of  diffidence,  or 

from 
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from  an  excefs  of  hatred  again  ft  their  per  fecu  tors,  re- 
folded to  take  advantage  of  the  troubles  which  broke  out  in 
England,  in  order  to  revenge  themfelves.  Accordingly 
they  took  up  arms,  and  Dr.  Sharp  Archbifhop  of  St.  An- 
drews fell  the.firft.vi£im  of  their  rage,  they- murdered  him 
in  the  moft  barbarous  manner.  This  was  the  fignal  for 
the  infurredtion,  and  in  a few  days  fix  thoufandmen  were 
got  together.  Thefe  feizing  uiponGlafgow,  and  the  feveral 
cities  in  the  neighbourhood,  made  a moil  dreadful  havoclc. 

This  news  redoubled  the  alarms  of  his  majefty,  and 
uppn  that  he  immediately  fent  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
again  ft  the  Scots  rebels.  His  grace  marched  fome  Englijh 
regiments  that  were  on  the  frontiers  into  Scotland,  where 
a body  of  troops  were  alfo  aftcmbled.  The  duke  fot  out 
with  his  army,  which  was  far  from  conliderable,  againft 
the  rebels,  which  he  defeated  the  2 2d  of  June.  Of  thefe, 
eight  hundred  were  kill’d,  and  twelve  hundred  taken  pri- 
foners.  Several  of  them  were  afterwards  executed, 
among  whom  were  fome  minifters,  who  had  been  very, 
zealous  on  this  pccafton.  A great  number  of  prifoners 
were  tranfpovted  into  the  American  colonies.  The  duke 
of  Monmouth  obtain’d  afterwards  a general  pardon  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  Scots,  which  he  publithed;  with  leave  for 
them  to  meet  together  to  folemnize  divine  fervice.  How- 
ever, they  foon  fell  again  into  their  former  unhappy 
circumftances,  by  the  fall  of  that  aobleman.  Upon 
this  their  churches  were  fhut  up ; the  officers,  gentle^ 
men  and  minifters  were  excepted  out  of  the  general  par- 
don ; and  all  the  presbyterians  of  that  kingdom  were 
obliged  to  find  fureties  for  their  good  behaviour. 

Upon  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  return  from  his  expedi- 
tion, the  partisans  of  the  duke  of  York  accufedhim  of  de- 
fpifing  the  orders  of  the  king  his  father,  in  the  view  of 
engaging  the  a ffe&ions  of  the  people.  His  majefty  be- 
ing now  prejudic’d  againft  him,  laid  the.  moment  he  law 
the  duke,  with  an  air  of  coldnefs  and  indifference  that 
had  he  gain’d  this  vi&ory,  he  would  not  have  encumbred 
himfelf  with  prifoners.  The  duke)  who  in  all  probabi- 
lity was  nettled  very  much,  replied  with  too  haughty  a 
tone,  that  he  could  not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  murder  fo 
many  people  in  cold  blood  j that  being  the  office  of  the 
executioner. 

Monmouth^ 
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Monmouth , after  his  coming  out  of  the  palace  at  White- 
hull,  met  me  in  the  alleys  near  the  Mull.  The  inftant  he 
perceiv’d  me,  he  came  up  very  haftily,  and  told  me  all  that 
hadpafs’d.  The  reader  may  have  observed  an  invariable 
iincerity  in  all  my  actions  ,*  accordingly  I fpoke  very 
frankly  to  his  grace.  I told  him  plainly,  that  the  anfwer 
he  made  the  king  was  too  abrupt ; and  that  it  charg’d  his 
majefty,  who  was  naturally  of  a human  difpofition,  with 
cruelty ; that  the  near  relation  he  bore  to  him,  (that  of  a 
fon)  ought  to  have  made  him  (how  grearer  refpedf  to  a fa- 
ther, who  loved  him  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs:  In  a 
word  that  his  too  rafh  anfwer  would  very  probably  haften 
the  difgrace  with  which  he  was  threatned.  The  duke 
feem’d  no  ways  inclin’d  to  liften  to  thefe  remonftrances.. 
Diftra&ed  by  the  ill  offices  which  the  partifans  of  the 
duke  of  rorfchaddonehim,  heanfwered  me  very  haugh- 
tily, that  he  was  too  long  acquainted  with  my  cenforious 
temper;  that  I ought  to  addrefs  him  with  more  refped; 
that  my  behaviour  fhew’d  evidently  my  defcent;  that 
Oliver  Cromwel  had  barbaroufly  murdered  king  Churles , 
after  having  gained  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  by  an 
outward  fhewof  wifdom,  altogether  as  infincere  as  that  I 
affe&ed.  Thefe  infuking  expreffions  exafperated  me  : 
Monmouth , fays  I,  you  wound  me  in  the  moft  tender 
part  ; had  any  man  but  the  fon  of  my  king,  fpoke  in  fuch 
infolent  terms,  I would  have  puniffied  him  that  moment 
for  it.  Tho’  I am  the  fon  of  a traytor  and  tyrant,  I yet 
can  confine  myfelf  to  the  bounds  of  fidelity  and  duty; 
and  would  to  God  your  defignswere  not  of  a more  dan- 
gerous tendency  than  mine ! I endeavour  much  more  to 
be  really  virtuous,  than  to  appear  fo ; and  this  circum- 
ftance  makes  a prodigious  difference  between  you  and  me. 
The  duke,  without  making  one  word  of  anfwer,  gave 
ine  a ftrong  box  of  the  ear.  So  outragious  an  affront 
fwell’dme  to  fury.  Wretch!  fays  I to  him,  drawing  my 
fword,  thy  blood  fhall  atone  for  the  honour  thou  endea- 
voureft  to  rob  me  of.  Immediately  I rufh’d  upon  him, 
and  provok’d  him  to  draw  alfo.  Now  it  happen’d  that  an 
officer  who  had  gone  at  fome  diftance  from  us,  as  foon  as 
we  began  our  conference,  came  up  at  the  noife and  feiz— 
cd  me  as  I was  going  to  ftab  my  enemy,  who  refus’d  to 
draw.  Cowards  are  generally  cruel,  and  this,  was  the  cha- 
rades 
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rafter  of  Monmouth,  who  did  not  fave  the  prifoners  in 
Scotland  out  of  humanity,  but  merely  from  a political 
view.  The  duke  no  fooner  faw  1 was  difarm’d,  but  he 
fell  upon  me  with  his  cane,  and  endeavoured  to  fmite  me 
in  the  face.  On  the  other  fide,  his  fervants  and  mine  were 
fighting  5 and  did  not  leave  off  till  they  faw  Monmouth  go 
away  with  his  friend,  who  carried  off  my  fword. 

I now  was  frantick  almoft  to  defpair,  and  had  never 
been  feiz’d  with  fuch  violent  agitations.  Honour  call’d 
upon  me  to  challenge  Monmouth,  and  I was  fixed  in  that 
refolution.  Accordingly  I fent  a Gentleman,  who  de- 
clared that  I defired  to  fight  him,  and  bid  him  name  the 
time  and  place.  However,  I took  a very  wrong  ftep* 
in  not  acquainting  the  King  with  it:  But  my  enemy  was 
bale  enough  to  do  this,  firmly  perfuaded  that  his  Maje- 
fty would  lay  his  commands  upon  us  not  to  fight : and 
this  was  the  very  (creen  he  wanted.  Neverthelefs,the  king 
difapprcv’d  of  his  fon’s  conduft,  infomuch,  that  he  re- 
primanded him  very  ftrongly  upon  that  account,  and 
threatned  him  with  the  moft  fevere  effiefts  of  his  indig- 
nation : At  the  fame  time  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  me  one  of 
his  confidents,  who  told  me,  that  he  would  oblige  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  to  give  me  fatisfaftion  before  the  whole 
court ; but  that  he  was  highly  difpleas’d  at  my  having 
fent  him  a challenge ; and  therefore  forbid  the  confequen- 
ces  j giving  me  his  royal  word,  that  he  himfelf  would 
take  care  1 fhould  have  fatisfaftion.  At  the  fame  time 
he  ordered  me  to  return  to  court ; declaring,  that  the  in- 
ftant  I appeared  there,  I fhould  be  highly  fatisfied  with  the 
proteftion  he  would  indulge  me. 

1 defir’d  the  gentleman  to  tell  his  majefty,  that  I was 
infinitely  oblig’d  to  him  for  this  teftimony  he  was  o- 
bliged  to  honour  me  with,  of  the  continuance  of  his  fa- 
vour ; but  humbly  befought  him  to  let  me  keep  from 
court.  I added,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  making  an 
apology  for  the  affront,  was  not  atonement  fufficient  $ 
that  I was  too  generous  to  take  the  law  of  him  j but 
that  the  fame  principle  would  oblige  me  to  venture  my 
life,  in  order  to  recover  my  honour  : That  I could  ne- 
ver believe  his  majefty  would  condemn  the  refentment  I 
fo  juftly  entertain’d,  and  therefore  I entreated  him  with 
all  the  moft  profound  humility,  not  to  prefcribe  limits 
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to  my  revenge,  lince  the  duke’s  behaviour  was  fo  very 
irregular.  The  king  a little  after  fent  me  word,  that  he 
hop’d  I would  be  fatisfied,  now  he  had  commanded  Mon- 
mouth to  depart  the  kingdom,  and  had  remov’d  him  from, 
the  poft  of  captain-general. 

Had  I been  ignorant  of  the  real  caufe  of  this  duke’s 
difgrace,  I fhould  have  been  infinitely  more  affe&ed 
with  the  intereft  his  majefty  feem’d  to  take  in  my  caufe, 
tho’  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  fon;  but  I am  fenfible, 
that  this  revolution  was  owing  to  an  unforefeen  accident. 
The  king  had  been  feiz’d  with  fo  violent  a fever  at  Wind- ' 
for , that  the  phyficians  were  afraid  his  life  was  in  dan- 
ger. The  earl  of  Effe<  and  the  Lord  Halifax,  enemies 
to  the  duke  of  Monmouth , endeavoured  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  his  hatred,  by  prevailing  on  the  king  to  re- 
call the  duke  of  York.  The  intrigue  was  carried  on  with 
fo  much  fecrecy  and  difpatch,  that  the  Prince  appear’d  at 
court,  before  the  contrary  party  had  any  advice  of  his 
return.  However,  as  the  king  was  out  of  danger,  the 
council  thought  it  abfolutely  nc-ceflary,  that  the  duke  of 
York  fhould  return  to  Bruffels , for  fear  left  his  prefence 
fhould  make  both ‘the  Nation  and  the  parliament  mur- 
mur. 

However,  the  duke  did  not  leave  the  kingdom,  till  he 
had  got  Monmouth  banifh’d  to  Holland , Anthony  Ajhley 
Cooper,  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  being  in  Monmouth's  inter  eft,  ‘ 
fhar’d  in  his  difgrace.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  give 
you  a fhort  draught  of  his  character,  as  it  will  give  you.? 
a better  idea  of  the  genius,  of  the  court.  In  1670,  the 
king  took  him  into  the  miniftry  and  his  greate ft  confi- 
dence* and  in  1672,  created  him  earl  of  Shaftfbury.  He* 
was  a man  of  prodigious  wit,  capacity  and  underftanding,- 
and  had  the  art  of  winning  the  confidence  of  all  with- 
whom  he  tranfocled,  and  of  conducting  the  moll  im-. 
portantenterprizes.  He  was  by  principle  a Dei  ft.  When, 
the  troubles  firft  broke  out  in  thejate  reign,,  he  was  a 
great  ftickler  for  king  Charles  I.  but  afterwards  became, 
a very  zealous  parliamentarian,  and  at  laft  my  father’s, 
greateft  confident.  Charles  the  fecond  being. reftored,. 
Southampton,  lofd  high  treafuter,  whofe  niece  he  had', 
married,  brought  him  to  court,  where  his  extraordinary 
merit,  blotted  out  the  prejudices  which  his  fickl'enefs  had; 
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made  the  world  entertain.  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman  being 
difmifTed  the  port:  of  lord  chancellor,  Shaft fbury  was  rai- 
fed  to  that  dignity-.  In  1663,  he  openly  favour’d  the 
enemies  of  the  court ; felf-intereft  obliging  him  to  aban- 
don that  of  his  Sovereign.  This  nobleman  knew  the 
king’s  great  weaknefs-j  and  as  he  had  been  carelefs  of 
his  own  welfare  in  the  mod  important  occafion  pofiible, 
he  had  the  ingratitude  to  abandon  his  moft  affe&ionate 
minifters  to  the  hatred  of  the  people.  Shaftfbury,  who 
was  odious  to  the  parliament,  was  fuppofed  to  be  at 
the  head  of  ail  the  court  entevprizes.  He  faw  the  ftorm 
which  was  gathering  over  his  head,  and  was  afraid  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  would  make  him  the  principal 
objedf  o.f  their  vengeance.  Being  thus  apprehenfive  that 
the  king  wo.uld  abandon  him,  he  endeavoured  fecretly 
to  provide  for  his  own  fafety.  Accordingly,  an  affair 
coming  upon  the  carpet,  in  which  the  court  flood  in 
need  of  all  his  credit  5 he  declared  ftrongly  againft  lord 
Clifford,  at  that  time  high-treafu>  er,  who  propofed  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  theeflablifhing  of  a perpetual  fund  $ the 
defign  of  which  was,  that  they  might  be  in  a capacity, 
hereafter,  to  adt  without  the  concurrence  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  But  the  chancellor  immediately  refuted 
lord  Clifford's  propofal  and  fhew’d.  that  this  plan  was 
ridiculous  and  impracticable  i would  deflroy  the  con- 
flitution,  overturn  the  laws,  bring  the  kingdom  into  the 
mofl  dreadful  confufion,  and  ruin  the  king  and  all  the  royal 
family.  A little  after  this,  thefeals  were  takenfrom  him, 
in  oppofttion  to  the  rules  of  the  mofl  juft  politicks ; but 
the  obftinate  proceeding  of  the  houfe  of  commons  exaf- 
peratedthe  king  in  a violent  degree,  infomuch  that  ’twas  ; 
impoflible  for  him  to  fupprefs  his  anger  any  longer  5 firm- 
ly perfuaded,  that  his  favourite  had  betray’d  all  his  fecrets, 
and  fomented  thcanimofity  of  the  commons. 

After  very  warm  debates  about  the  interpretation  of  a 
law  of  Edward  III.  the  earl  of  Shafts  bury,  and  three  other 
noblemen  were  fent  to  the  Tower.  Thefe  three,  who 
were  Buckingham,  Salisbury , and  Wharton,  foon  obtain’d 
their  liberty  ; but  Shaftsbury  continued  thirteen  months 
there,  fully  refolved  not  to  implore  his  majefty’s  clemen- 
cy ; but  at  laft  he  ask’d  pardon  upon  his  knees  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  both  for  the  fault  he  had  committed,  and  theob- 
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ftinacywith  which  he  denied  it.  In  1679  he  recovered 
his  credit  at  court,  but  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  difgrace 
occafloned  his  fall  a few  months  after,  which  was  owing 
to  the  great  zeal  he  difcovered  for  the  intereft  of  the 
people. 

The  King  was,  about  this  time,  in  a very  unhappy  fitu- 
ation.  The  parliament,  by  the  vigour  with  which  they 
fupported  religion  and  the  laws. gave  him  inexprellible  un- 
ealinefs 3 and  the  difpofitions  of  the  people  were  fuch,  that 
it  was  very  much  the  intereft  of  the  court  nottoexafpe- 
rate  them  ftill  more.  Now  nothing  could  be  fo  proper  to 
quiet  them,  as  to  facrifice  to  their  hatred  the  confpira- 
tors  whom  I have  fo  often  mentioned.  Accordingly  the 
kingrefolved  to  do  this,  and  the  following  perfons  were 
try ’d  and  fentenced  to  die,  viz..  Thomas  Whitebread , Pro- 
vincial of  the  iefuits  in  England ; William  Harcourt,  re&or 
of  London  3 John  Fenwick,  procurator  of  the  jefuits  in 
this  kingdom  3 John  Gawen,  and  Anthony  Turner,  popifh 
priefts,  and  Richard  Langhorn,  a Roman  Catholick,  and  a 
celebrated  lawyer,  to  whom  the  pope  had  granted  a pa- 
tent, after  the  revolution  fhould  take  place,  for  the  poft 
of  attorney  general.  Whitebread  had  fled,  and  moft  of 
the  reft  were  executed  the  20th  of  June,  1679 ; but  Lang- 
born  was  not  put  to  death  till  the  14th  of  July  following. 

The  publick  confidered,  as  an  a&ion  of  the  blackeft  dye, 
the  proteftation  which  the  abovementioned  criminals 
made  of  their  innocence,  even  in  their  expiring  moments, 
and  that  with  the  moft  horrid  imprecations.  This  is  a 
manifeft  proof,  that  the  oath  of  a dying  man  is  not  always 
to  be  depended  upon,  efpecially  if  it  clafties  with  fafts  that 
are  univerfally  known,  the  confeflion  whereof  would 
blaft  his  reputation  to  all  fucceeding  ages.  Religion  and 
integrity  feldom  get  the  better  on  thisoccafion.  Pofte- 
rity,  no  doubt,  will  fee  a great  number  of  memorials, 
which  will  exhibit  many  proofs  of  whatlhavehere  ad- 
vanced, with  regard  to  the  falfe  oaths  taken  by  thecon- 
fpirators  before  their  death. 

At  that  time,  the  houfe  of  commons  were  very  vigo- 
rous in  their  profecution  of  the  earl  of  Danby , whom  they 
fufpe&ed  very  much,  becaufe  of  the  great  favour  the  king 
fhew'd  him.  His  conduct  was  enquired  into,  and  he 
was  charg’d  with  male-adminiftation.  They  accufed  him, 
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with  having  declared  in  full  council,  That  a new  proclama- 
tion of  the  king,  was  of  greater  authority  than  an  old  act  of 
parliament : However,  his  impeachment  was  dropp’d, 
becaufe  that  nobleman,  contrary  to  his  majefty’s  exprels 
command,  acquainted  the  houfe  with  feveral  important 
particulars  relating  to  the  confpiracy  .By  this  means, the  carl 
made  himfelf  odious  to  the  Roman  catholicks,  whom  he 
oppofed  totheutmoft  of  his  power,  in  the  hopes  of  mak- 
ing the  king  (trike  into  fuch  a courfe,  as  would  be  truly 
for  his  intereft,  and  the  advantage  of  his  kingdoms.  His 
great  intimacy  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  hatred 
he  openly  difeovered  for  France,  animated  the  partisans 
of  that  court  againft  him.  Things  were  at  that  time  in  fo 
great  a ferment,  and  theanimoiity  between  the  court  and 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  carried  to  fo  prodigious  a 
height,  that  people  did  not  know  how  to  adt.  The  ne- 
gotiations which  Mr. Montague,  the  Fnglijl)  Embafiador  in 
France,  had  been  carrying  on  in  that  kingdom,  prompted 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  revive  their  impeachment 
of  the  earl  of  Danby.  Without  defeending  to  the  particu- 
lars of  thefe  inveterate  difputes,  the  remembrance  of 
which  is  fo  frefh,  I (hall  obferve,  that  after  feveral  exami- 
nations, the  earl  of  Danby,  poflibly,  out  of  regard  to  the 
king,  being  un wilting  to  clear  himfelf  by  producing  his 
majefty^s  orders  for  all  he  had  done,  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  committed  to  the  tower,  where  he  lay  four  or  five 
years,  in  fpiteof  the  peers,  who  did  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours, from  time  to  time,  to  get  him  releafed. 

During  this  interval,  a thoufand  attempts  were  made, 
to  oblige  Oates  and  Bedloe  to  retradf  what  they  had  declared 
with  regard  to  the  plot  j but  all  in  vain.  A project  was 
formed,  in  order  to  caft  the  odium  of  it  upon  the  Presby- 
terians, and  that  by  a gathering  which  was  made  from 
houfe  to  houfe,  in  favour  of  Oates  and  Bedloe,  upon  pre- 
tence that  the  court  allowance  was  not  fufficient  for  their 
fubfiftence.  The  artifice  was  univerfally  fufpeCted,  fo  that 
the  collectors  were  treated  with  the  utmoft  difdain.  Had 
thefe  collected  a confiderablefum,  a report  would  imme- 
diately have  been  fpvead,  that  they  had  been  hired  by  the 
Presbyterians  to  (lander  the  Papifts. 

The  confpirators  imploy’d  alfo  one  Readings  a Counfel- 
lor,  to  corrupt  Bedloe , and  ingage  him  to  retraCt  what  he 
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Jiadfworn  again  ft  the  lords  imprifoned  in  the  Tower,  efpe- 
cially  the  lords  Veters,  Totals,  Stafford , and  Sir  Henry  Tich- 
burne.  However,  Bedloe  contrived  matters  fo  artfully,  that 
hecatched  Reading  in  the  very  fnare  he  had  laid  for  him. 
He  hid  twoperfonsintheroom  in  which  they  had  their 
conference,  by  which  means  the  bribery  was  difcovered. 
Reading,  after  playing  thefe  tricks,  was  fentenced  to  pay 
a fine  of  athoufandpound,  to  ftand  in  the  pillory,  and  be 
imprifoned  for  twelve  months. 

New  engines  were  daily  fet  at  work'  to  get  the  lords  cut 
of  th  eTotver,  and  in  this  view,  Price  and  Tdsborough  were 
imploy’d  to  corrupt  Dugdale.  This  man  complied  with 
their  defires,  and  gave  them  a paper,  in  which  he  confefs’d, 
that  he  had  charged  the  Roman  catholicks  unjuftly,  with 
having  a hand  in  the  confpiracy ; and  that  the  whole  was 
a meer  chimera.  A confiderable  fum  was  promifed  him 
for  making  this  declaration  3 but  at  laft,  they  began  to 
fufpedt  Dugdale' s fidelity,  and  thereupon  they  went  and 
accufed  him  of  having  offe;  ed  to  recant  5 but  the  former 
had  laid  his  fchemes  fo  well,  that  he  difcovered  the  artifi- 
ces of  thofe  two  wretches,  who  were  thereupon  com-  - 
mitted  to  prifon. 

All  thefe  projects  being  defeated,  a new  one  was  form’d. 
’Twas  to  ruin  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury  ; and  to  charge  the 
d ukes  of  Monmouth  and  Buckingham , the  earls  of  ZJfex  and 
Hallifax,  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  merchants  of 
the  city,  andmyfelf,  with  the  horrid  defign  of  aflafiinat- 
ingthe  king.  One  Dangerfield,  who  lay  inkprifon  for  debt, 
was  releafed  by  lady  Potvis , and  afterwards  hired  to  run  a- 
bout  from  tavern  to  tavern,  to  fpread  reports,  and  copies 
of  letters,  as  tho*  the  greateft  lords  and  others,  who  had 
appeared  moft  aftive  in  their  endeavours  to  difcover  the  fa- 
mous confpiracy,  had  themfelves  writ  them.  I did  not 
efcape  on  thisoccafion,  for  the  villains  counterfeited  my 
hand,  and  coat  of  arms;  and  writ  letters  in  my  name, 
whichgave  occafion  to  a report,  that  I was  ingaged  in  a 
horrid  plot,  and  one  of  the  principal  confpirators.  Thefe 
werefaid  to  be  forty  in  number,  of  whom  there  were  fo 
many  lifts,  and  in  each  lift  eight  hundred  names.  The 
letters  and  lifts  were  to  be  laid  privately  in  the  houfes  of 
the  perfons  named,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  fearched, 
upon  pretence  of  fome  confpiracy.  Could  it  have  been 
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poffible  to  invent  a more  horrid  impofture?  Dangerfitld 
was  prefented  to  the  duke  of  York , who  at  firft  believed  all 
hedifcovered  to  him.  The  duke  after  giving  him  twenty 
guineas,  carried  him  to  the  king,  to  whom  Vangerfield 
told  all  the  inftruftions  which  lady  Fowls  had  given  him. 
He  accufed  the  lords  Grey  and  Howard , the  dukes  of  Mon- 
mouth, Buckinghamy  and  fcveral  others,  and  took  care 
not  to  omit  me.  His  Majefty  ordered  the  informer  forty 
pounds.  ’T  would  beendlefs  to  mention  the  many  villains 
who  were  fet  at  work  in  this  dark  accufation,  but  at  laft, 
the  whole  was  found  to  be  a trick.  Without  defcending 
to  particulars,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that  Danger  field,  fear- 
ing that  lady  would  deceive  him,  and  thereby  bring  him  to 
the  ignominious  death  he  deferved,  confefs’d  the  whole 
intrigue  to  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  lord  mayor  of  London,  and 
to  fcveral  other  perions  of  quality  and  figure.  The  lord 
Cajllemain,  and  feveral  of  the  accomplices  were  feized. 
Lady  Fowls  was  thrown  into  the  Tower,  and  charged  with 
high-treafon,  viz,,  with  a defign  to  affaffinate  the  king. 
This  horrid  defign  heingdifcovered,  itrefie&ed  fhameon 
thofc  who  had  invented  it.  The  duke  of  York  was  more 
contemn’d  than  before,  and  the  king  was  generally  cen- 
fured,  for  abetting  an  intrigue  of  fo  dark  and  deteflable  a 
nature. 

My  wife,  whom  1 hive  not  mentioned  fince  the  con- 
ference above  recited  between  the  king  and  the  duke  ot 
York,  fell  about  this  time  into  a deep  melancholy.  Since 
our  return  to  England , fhe  had  brought  me  two  daughters 
more.  My  fons  haddiftinguifhed  themfelves  in  their  fe- 
veral employments.  The  eldeft  then  but  feventeen,  was 
made  an  officer  in  Monmouth's  regiment,  which  at  that 
time  was  in  France.  My  fon  had  contra&ed  an  intimate 
friendfhip  with  one  of  the  king’s  pages,  with  whom  he 
went  to  the  regiment.  This  page,  whofe  name  was  Mn 

Ch , was  a very  handfome  youth,  and  promifed 

great  things.  I may  be  allowed  to  digrefs  a little  upon  "his 
account,  perfuaded  that  the  particulars  I fhall  relate  will 
not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader.  The  king’s  favourite 
miflref?  being  one  evening  at  the  play-houfe,  in  a fplendid 
difhabiile,  ftruck  a rich  banker,  who  wifh’d  earneftly  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Sultana,  and  for  that  purpofe  made  very 
large  offers.  The  lady  laugh’d  at  it  at  firft,  but  the  banker* 

being 
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being  fmit  more  and  more  with  her  charms,  went  To  far 
atlaft,  as  to  offer  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for  only* 
two  hours  corvefpondence.  The  offer  was  accepted ; the 
banker  was  to  come  at  the  hour  appointed  with  a note  of 
that  value,  to  be  pay’d  by  a merchant  fhe  named,  and 
figned  by  him ; and  upon  that  condition  the  lover  was  to 
flay  with  her  the  time  he  defired . The  banker  came,  and 

put  the  note  into  the  hands  of  the  D s,  who  laid 

it  under  her  boliter.  The  hours  being  fpent  to  no  purpofe, 
fhe  routed  the  banker  from  her  bed  ; had  him  turn’d  out 

of  the  houfe,  and  fent  for  young  Ch the  page  a- 

bovementioned.  ’Twas  about  three  in  the  morning  when 
he  waited  upon  her,  not  knowing  upon  what  account. 
The  Du — fs  did  not  part  with  him  till  about  feven  or 
eight,  and  at  his  taking  leave  made  him  a prefent  of  the 
note.  That  very  day  he  went  and  receiv’d  the  money  ; 
and  after  paying  fome  few  fmall  debts,  he,  as  one  who 
knew  the  value  of  money,  put  the  reft  to  intereft.  The 
commerce  between  the  Du — fs  and  our  beautiful  page 
was  afterwards  carried  on  for  fome  time ; but  being  after- 
wards whifpered  to  the  king,  his  majefty  contriv’d  matters 
fo,that  he  had  like  to  have  furpriz’d  our  knight-errant  in  his 
dalliances.  Charles  II.  difcover’d  his  refentment  no  o- 
therwife,  than  by  banilhing  his  page  to  France,  where  a 
captain’s  company  was  given  him  in  Monmouth's  regiment. 
And  as  for  the  Du — fs  fhe  foon  reingratiated  herfelf  into 
the  favour  of  herfovereign,  who  was  not  over-delicate 
in  thofe  matters.  Myeldeftfon,  as  wasobferved  above, 
went  with  Ch — ill  to  their  regiment  ; and  thefe  two 
young  officers,  who  were  already  friends,  contracted  a 
ftill  greater  intimacy  i applied  themfelves  very  affiduou fly 
to  the  military  profeffion,  and  learnt  all  that  is  neceffary  to 
form  the  great  captain. 

My  youngeft  fonwas  (fill  one  of  the  king’s  pages.  I 
had  the  ftri&eft  eye  over  his  condudf  5 and,  with  his  ma- 
jefty’s  permiffion,  he  applied  himfelf  to  all  thofe  arts  and 
fciences  which  finifh  the  Gentleman.  He  learnt  the  lan- 
guages with  wonderful  facility . He  was  as  well  acquaint- 
ed  at  fixteen  years  of  age  with  philofophy,  law,  and  the 
interefls  of  the  feveral  princes  of  Europe  as  old  men  who 
had  fpent  their  lives  in  thole  ftudies : In  a word  he  was  a 
prodigy  in  literature.  .My  dear  wife  and  I were  forever 

thanking 
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thanking  heaven  upon  that  account ; and  in  all  the  uneafi- 
nefles  which  the  publick  affairs  brought  upon  me  (and 
thefe  could  not  but  be  great, confidering  how  much  I pant- 
ed tor  retirement)  Fanny  endeavoured  to  divert  me,  by  re- 
lating a thoufand  witty  particulars  of  our  dear  Billy,  for 
Co  my  youngeft  fon  was  call’d.  But  this  worthy,  this  vir- 
tuous woman,  was  at  laft  feized  with  the  deepeft  melan- 
choly. This  I was  not  immediately  fenfible  of,  becaufc 
flie  had  always  made  it  her  ftudy  to  pleafe  me  on  all  occa- 
fions.  But  I oblerved,  that  her  endeavours  in  this  parti- 
cular began  to  flacken  ; however,  I did  not  once  mention 
it  to  her  for  fome  weeks.  At  laft,  fhe  grew  fo  very  me- 
lancholy, and  vented  fuch  frequent,  fuch  deep  fighs,  that 
I thought  proper  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  them.  Do 
you  no  longer  love  me,  deareft  Fanny  fays  I one  day  j is 
your  heart  chang’d  with  regard  tome?  Tell  me,  oh  tell 
me,  in  what  I have  offended  you  .You  are  fixed  in  thought, 
you  figh  $ you  now  gaze  at  me,  (and  that  but  feldom) 
with  mournful,  dying  glances.  You  no  longer  difcover 
that  warm,  that  lively  pailion  which  was  always  the  de- 
light of  my  foul.  You  grow  fo  very  wan  and  thin,  that 
’tis  fcarce  poffible  to  know  you.  By  all  that’s  dear,  by  our 
fweet  children,  I conjure  you  to  unfold  your  heart; 
tell  me  the  of  your  grief,  and  be  perfuaded  that  I love 
you  as  tenderly,  as  on  our  bridal  day.  Nay,  I proteft  I 
love  you  ftill  better;  and  that  if  you  don’t  acquaint  me 
with  the  motives  of  your  difquietudes,  I fhall  die.  For 
thefe  three  weeks  that  I have  fuppreft  my  juft  and  reafon- 
ablccuriofity,  I have  felt  unnumber’d  pangs.  Will  you 
deftroy  me  by  your  filence  ; do  you  no  longer  repoi'e  that 
confidence  in  me,  which  you  have  fo  constantly  indulged 
me  fince  our  reconciliation.  Alas!  my  Fanny,  I am 
no  longer  the  dear  objedt  of  your  affedtions,  whereas  I 

had  flattered  myfelf No  longer  dear  to  me,  do 

you  fay,  replied  Fanny,  alas ! too  cruel,  too  dear  Husband  ! 

She  then  flew  into  my  ai  ms,  being  fcarce  able  to 

pronounce  thofe  words,  and  fhed  a flood  of  tears  fhe 
could  not  ftop.  Her  cheek  feem’d  glued  to  mine ; fhe 
prefs’dme  in  her  arms  for  near  a quarter  of  an  hour,  vent- 
ing the  deepeft  fighs,  pouring  forth  inceffant  tears ; and 
fometimes  darting  the  moft  tenderglances,  without  being 
able  to  pronounce  a Angle  word  articulately.  At  laft,  feeing 

the 
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the  affliction  I was  in,  (he  made  an  effort  to  calm  me,  fob- 
bing i-  itterly  at  the  fame  time  ; Cleveland , my  dear  Cleve- 
land, fays  fhe,  fuffer  my  tears  to  flow,  you  afterwards 
fhall  know  the  reafon  of  my  grief.  Having  mixed  my 
flghs  with  hers,  and  given  way  to  tears,  which  my  dear, 
dear  wife’s  affliction  forced  from  me,  I flay’d  till  fhe 
might  be  able  to  (peak  to  me.  Atlaft,  her  tranfports  be- 
ing calm’d,  flie  fpoke  as  follows.  Thou  beft  of  husbands 
do  not  add,  by  fufpeCting  my  love  to  you,  afflictions  to 
thofewith  which  I have  been  fo  long  tortured.  Poflibly 
it  might  have  been  better,  had  I difcovered  the  caufe  of 
them  fooner:  But  dreading  left  you  fhould  betray  as 
much  weaknefs  as  myfelf,  I would  not  trouble  you  with 
the  relation  of  a dream  I had  about  four  or  five  weeks 
ago.  Y ou  may  remember  we  were  then  in  the  country, 
and  that  Billy  came  to  vifit  us  there  j bringing  you  at  the 
fame  time  fome  orders  from  his  majefty.  As  we  were 
juft  fitting  down  to  dinner,  the  famous  lawyer  arrived, 
who  had  educated  our  fon.  He  din’d  with  us,  and  you 
cannot  have  forgot  that  we  difcours’d  upon  a multitude 
of  things  j and  the  admirable  anfwers  our  dear  Blly  made 
to  every  queftion  that  was  ask’d  him,  in  a manner  far 
above  what  could  have  been  expe&ed  from  his  years.  I 
will  confefs,  that  1 thought  myfelf  thrice  happy  in  being 
mother  to  fo  promifing  a youth.  This  you  and  I dif- 
courfed  of  when  we  were  alone;  and  both  of  us  could 
not  forbear  expatiating  on  the  beautiful  perfon,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  wonderful  perfections  of  this  young  crea- 
ture’s mind.  I thought  myfelf  the  happieft  mother  in 
the  world,  and  poflibly  was  too  vain  on  this  occafion. 
Alas  ! the  very  night  of  that  day,  being  in  a dream,  me- 
thought  our  darling  fon  was  brought,  (heaven  divert  the 
omen  ! ) methought  Billy  was  brought  to  me,  wounded 
all  over  his  body.  I ftarted  from  my  fleep  in  the  deepeft 
agonies;  I complain’d,  I iighM  bitterly,  and  fo  loud  that 
you  wak’d.  You  may  remember  that  I faulter’d  in  my  an- 
swer, and  as  tho’  I had  been  but  half  afleep  ; and  imme- 
diately refolved  not  to  acquaint  you  with  my  dream. 
Since  that  time  I have  us’d  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  drive 
it  away  from  my  mind  ; and  I have  faid  a thoufand  times 
to  myfelf,  that ’t was  no  more  than  a chimera  form’d  by 
my  difturbed  imagination.  But  I in  vain  attempt  to  ba- 
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nifh  the  thoughts  of  it,  and  for  that  purpofe  indulge  my 
felf  in  every  kind  of  divevfion ; for  Billy  is  eternally  prefent 
to  my  imagination,  and  methinks  I fee  him  all  pale ; the 
blood  Areaming  from  his  wounds,  and  yielding  up  his  laft 
gafp.  Saying  thele  words  fhe  figh’d  and  wept  more  bit- 
terly than  before  ; fo  that  *twas  impofiible  for  me,  not- 
withftandingmy  violent  firuggles,  to  forbear  ecchoing  to 
her  groans.  I ranfacked  my  imagination  for  the  moft 
delightful  ideas,  in  order  to  difpel  the  gloom  which  this 
fad  relation  had  fpread  over  my  foul.  Let  us,  thou  beft  of 
women,  fays  I,  fly  from  the  court,  and  the  troublefome, 
tho’ honourable  employments,  which  have  engaged  our 
flay  in  it.  ’Tis  there  that  the  never-ending  talk  of  plots 
and  affaflinations  have  filled  you  with  the  mofl:  gloomy 
ideas  i and  hence  arofe  your  fad  dream.  Let  us  with- 
draw, with  our  dear  Billy,  to  our  eftate  in  the  country; 
there,  reftored  to  ourfelves,  we  alone  fhall  form  the  dear 
objeCt  of  each  others  care.  Thou  wife  lord  Clarendon! 

had  I but  taken  due  notice  of  thy  counfel Saying  thefe 

words  I fainted  away  ; and  my  wife,  deeply  affli&edas  fhe 
was,  fuccoured  me  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power  ; fo  that  I 
recovered  by  little  and  little,  and  found  myfelf  in  her  arms. 
At  this  inftant,  Billy,  our  darling  fon,  came  to  me  with  a 
meflage  from  his  majefty.  My  dear  Fanny  and  I grafped 
him  alternately  in  our  arms,  and  carefled  him  with  the  ut- 
mofl: tranfports.  He  was  furpriz’d  to  fee  me  fo  fond,  be- 
caufe  I always  had  put  on  a feriousair  before  him  ; fear- 
ing he  would  grow  vain,  in  cafe  I fhould  allow  him  too 
much  familiarity.  But  now  he  asked  me  with  the  mofl: 
refpeCtful  earneftnefs,  why  i indulged  him  fuch  unufual 
carefles,  which  he  was  perfuaded  were  unmerited.  As 
the  king  came  unexpectedly  into  the  room,  I had  not  an 
opportunity  of  anfwering  his  modefi  queftion.  His  ma- 
jefty had  done  fo  before  ; when  finding  Mrs.  Cleveland  and 
I very  melancholy,  he  was  pleafed  to  enquire  into  the  caufe 
of  it,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  reme- 
dy it.  As  I was  going  to  anfwer,  and  afterwards  to  beg 
leave  that  I might  retire  from  court,  a great  many  noble- 
men came  in,  which  obliged  us  to  difeourfe  on  other  mat- 
ters. 

My  wife  withdrew  toanother  room,  with  his  majefty’s 
leave,  and  took  our  fon  with  her.  I did  not  afterwards 
Vol.  II.  Q join 
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join  in  the  converfation,  fo  deep  was  the  anguifh  with 
which  I was  feiz’d  at  the  relation  of  that  dream ; and 
tho*  I was  perfuaded  that  all  dreams  do  not  end  like  that 
I related  before,  I yet  knew  that  it  poflibly  might,  and 
fo  could  not  remove  the  thoughts  of  it  from  my  mind. 
The  king  and  the  noblemen  who  attended  him,  were  all  this 
time  fearching  for  expedients  to  fufpend  the  meeting  of 
the  parliament.  Their  fecret  view  was  to  eftablilh  arbi- 
trary power ; and  afterwards  todeftroy,  with  greater  eafe, 
the  proteftant  religion.  The  publick  had  long  fufpe&ed 
this,  and  their  fufpicions  foon  rofe  to  demonftration.  But 
now  the  alarm  became  general ; and  the  numberlefs  fa- 
tyrs  and  other  fevere  pieces  which  were  publifhed,  prov’d 
that  the  ftorm  was  near  at  hand.  The  counties  were  per- 
petually addrefiing  the  king,  in  order  that  he  might  call 
the  parliament  together;  but  the  anfwers  his  majefty  re- 
turn’d, fo  far  from  calming  the  fears  with  regard  to  the 
danger,  ferv’d  only  to  increafe  them.  Charles  II.  trod  in 
the  very  fame  fteps  his  immediate  predecelfors  had  done; 
and  look’d  upon  the  preferring  of  limits  to  the  duration 
of  parliaments  as  an  infringement  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive. This  king  was  as  ignorant  of  his  true  intereft  as  his 
father  and  grandfather  ; and  like  them  he  endeavoured  to 
retrench  the  liberty  and  privileges  of  the  fubjeeft.  He  pub- 
lished a proclamation  forbidding  all  perfons  under  the  moll 
fevere  penalties,  to  fpeak,  to  complain,  much  lefs  to 
write  concerning  the  government.  However,  this  was 
all  to  no  purpofe,  for  theaddrelfes  were  more  numerous, 
the  defenders  of  the  people’s  rights  did"  not  fear  his  me- 
naces, and  their  zeal  prompted  them  to  fearch  out  and 
publifh  the  fecrets  and  coridudt  of  theRfl/^wcatholicks. 

The  odious  changes  which  were  made  in  the  miriillry, 
increafed  the  juft  alarms  and  animolity  of  the  publick. 
The  earl  of  Shaftsbury  was  to  refign  his  employment  of 
preftdent  of  the  council  to  the  earl  of  Radnor.  All  the 
former  minifters  were  recall’d  to  their  employments,  and 
the  duke  of  York  had  orders  to  come  immediately  to  court. 
However,  he  did  not  continue  long  there,  his  prefence 
being  fo  difagreeable,  not  to  fay  odious,  that  his  majefty 
fought  fome  honourable  way  by  which  he  might  dilmifs 
him  ; and  this  he  did  by  fending  him  to  Scotland,  with  the 
ilile  and  title  of  his  majefty’s  high  commiflioner  in  that 

kingdom. 
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kingdom.  This  employment  did  not  prevent  the  duke 
from  carrying  on  his  own  affairs  in  England-,  and  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  gaining  a great  number  of  parti- 
sans in  Scotland , who  might  be  of  great  fervice  to  him  in 
time  to  come. 

As  the  king  dreaded  his  parliament,  he  rcfolvcd  to  pro- 
rogue it,  which  the  council,  who  forefaw  the  fatal  confe- 
rences that  would  attend  this  defign,  endeavoured  to 
hinder,  and  to  intimidate  the  king.  However,  all  their 
reprefentations  were  fruitlefs,  and  his  majefty  made  no 
other  anfwer  than  that  3Tn>as  his  Will.  This  defpotick 
tone  furpriz/d,  but  did  not  frighten  thofe  who  fincerely 
loved  their  country.  Sir  William  Temple  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  by  the  ftrength  and  boldnefs  of  his  remonftrances. 

I myfelf  obferved  to  his  majefty,  that  a council  was  of  no 
manner  of  uie  to  him,  fincehe  would  neither  ask  its  ad- 
vice, nor  follow  its  decifions ; and  that  no  Englijh  mo- 
narch had  ever  found  his  advantage  in  fuch  a conduct.  The 
king  did  not  give  the  lead:  attention  to  all  we  could  fay  ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  franknefs  and  fincerity 
with  which  1 ipoke  to  him,  was  the  caufe  of  my  dif- 
•grace. 

The  moment  I perceiv’d  that  his  majefty  no  longer 
indulged  me  the  fhining  marks  of  his  favour  he  had 
fliewn  me  all  the  time  I had  continued  in  his'  fervice, 

I took  a firm  refolution  to  lay  down  my  employ- 
ments, and  retire  from  court.  I firft  acquainted  Mrs. 
Cleveland  with  it,  who  immediately  faid,  that  fhe  had 
always  been  afraid  of  propofing  it  to  me,  but  was  now 
overjoy’d  at  what  I told  her.  However,  fine  conjured  me 
to  weigh  well  my  defign  before  I put  it  in  execution.  I 
-anfwer’d,  that  I had  confidered  it  long  before,  and  my 
opinion  was,  that  as  his  majefty  was  fo  much  chang’d 
with  regard  to  me,  ’t would  be  prudent  and  honourable 
in  me  to  defire  leave  to  refign,  and  to  give  up  my  em- 
ployments, and  not  expofe  myfelf  to  the  difpleafure  of 
feeing  them  wrefted  out  of  my  hands.  1 alfo  confeffed  to 
my  wife,  that  her  dream  gave  mecontinual  uneafinefs ; arid 
that  it  tortured  me  perpetually,  tho’  1 had  not  once  men- 
tioned this,  fince  her  revealing  it  to  me  5 but  had  alfum’d 
an  exterior  tranquility,  purpofely  not  to  give  her  pain. 
That  after  I had  obtained  leave  for  us  to  retire  from  court, 
Q.  z we 
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we  would  go  into  the  country  to  our  e/late,  far  removed 
from  the  tumults  of  a court,  which,  perhaps,  was  the 
moft  vicious  in  the  world.  That  we  would  take  our  dear 
Billy  with  us,  who  fhould  puvfue  his  ftudies  under  my  eye  : 
that  the  face  of  affairs  might  be  changed,  and  the  crown 
devolve  to  a more  virtuous  monarch,  perhaps  to  the  prince 
of  Orange,  who  at  that  time  had  a double  title  to  it : that 
in  this  cafe,  our  dear  fon  might  make  himfelf  known  to 
the  new  monarch,  who  doubtlefs  would  give  him  fome 
poft,  the  moment  he  found  the  great  talents  he  poffefs’d. 
To  conclude,  that  I refolv’d,  the  firft  time  the  council  met, 
to  beg  a private  audience  of  his  majefly,  when  I would  beg 
leave  to  retire  from  court. 

The  council  meeting  the  very  next  day,  I befought  his 
majefly  to  indulge  me  a quarter  of  an  hour’s  audience.  If 
’tis  in  thedefign,  replied  the  king,  of  tutoring  me,  I will 
not  grant  it,  otherwife  follow  me.  Being  come  into  his 
clofet  I threw  myfelf  at  his  feet,  and  thanked  him  for  his 
great  beneficence  to  me,  fince  my  return  to  England.  After 
this,  I begg’d  him  to  permit  me  to  withdraw  from  the 
council,  to  let  me  go  into  the  country,  and  there  live  on 
the  eftate  of  my  children,  in  order  that  I might  give  them 
fucli  an  education  as  would  make  them  good  chriftians 
and  faithful  fubjedfs  to  his  majefly  that  whatever  I had 
been  fo  free  as  to  declare  at  any  time,  either  in  council  or 
in  private  to  his  majefly,  was  ever  di&atedby  confcience, 
aud  in  a fincere  view  of  ferving  him.  And  that  in  cafe  I 
had  incurr’d  his  difpleafure  upon  any  account,  I humbly 
begg’d  his  pardon. 

The  king,  who  had  ordered  me  to  rife,  the  moment 
I fell  at  his  feet,  told  me  with  an  air  of  indifference,  if 
you  want  to  retire,  you  may.  Your  fon  William  fhall  foon 
be  fenfible  of  my  affe&ion.  I expert  daily  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  an  old  officer } and  the  inftant  I receive  that  news, 
my  page  fhall  fucceed  to  his  employment,  which  is  one 
of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  in  the  kingdom ; yourfelf  may 
exercife  it  till  fuch  time  as  vour  fou  is  of  an  age  to  take  it 
upon  himfelf.  I threw  myfelf  at  the  king’s  feet  to  thank 
him  for  hisgoodnefs,  but  befought  him  tofufferme,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  take  my  fon  along  with  me.  Perhaps, 
laid  I,  he  may  fwerve  from  his  duty,  when  he  is  no  longer 
under  my  eye.  I (hall  even  take  the  freedom  to  acquaint 

your 
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your  majefty,  that  a dream  I have  heard  makes  me  tremble 
for  my  Ton’s  life.  How,  a dream  ! fays  the  king,  com- 
manding me  to  rife.  Immediately  I told  his  majefty  my 
wife’s  dream,  at  which  heburft  out  a laughing.  I took 
you,  faid  he,  for  a philofopher,  but  find  you  have  all  the 
weaknefs  of  a woman.  Cleveland,  retire  whenever  you 
think  proper,  but  as  for  William,  he  (hall  flay  with  me  ; 
and  be  a fiured  that  I’ll  make  his  fortune.  He  is  fo  very 
promifing  a youth,  that  I am  this  inftant  endeavouring  at 
it ; and  let  me  tell  you,  fince  you  don’t  know  it,  all  dreamy 
are  untruths.  I again  implored  the  king  to  let  me  take 
my  fon  wi . h me,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  then  his  majefty 
withdrew. 

’Twas  foon  blaz’d  throughout  London , that  my  wife 
and  I had  leave  to  retire  from  court.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  earl  of  Eff?x  refigned  his  poft  of  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury.  The  lord’;  Hall 'fax,  Ruffe  ll,  Cavendifh , Sir  Willi- 
am Temple,  Cap°l  and  Rowel,  knights,  ^c.defired  alfo  to 
lay  down,  and  their  requeft  was  immediately  granted. 
And  now  the  king  having  thus  got  rid  of  a fett  of  minifters 
who  were  obnoxious  to  him,  imagined  he  might  put  his 
projects  in  execution  without  the  leaft  obftacle.  He  then 
abandoned  himfelf  intirely  to  the  conduct  of  the  duke  of 
York,  and  law,  as  it  were,  only  with  his  eyes.  His  bro- 
ther put  the  adminiftration  into  the  hands  of  the  earl  of 
Sunderland , Hyde,  and  Go  dolphin.  The  duke  foon  left 
Scotland,  and  appeared  again  at  court  in  greater  fplendor 
than  ever. 

In  the  meantime  the  earl  of  Shafts  bury  his  friends 

were  not  idle.  For  fome  time  they  had  fpread  a report, 
that  Mr s.  Walters  ox  Barlow,  mother  to  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, had  been  married  to  the  king ; and  that  the  mar- 
age  contract  was  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard. 
This  report  had  a very  great  effect  upon  the  nation,  and 
every  one  talked  of  Monmouth's  right  to  the  crown  j and 
the  proofs  of  it  were  daily  pretended  to  be  made  in  pamph- 
lets. The  court  thought  it  neceflary,  nay,  of  the  utmoft 
confequence,  to  deftroy  thefe  prejudices  the  nation  now 
entertained.  Accordingly  his  majefty , in  an  extraordinary 
council,  made  a folemn  declaration,  that  this  marriage 
was  a mere  forgery  of  his  enemies.  Sir  Gilbert  was  exa- 
min’d, and  made  oath,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  fuch  a 
Q,  3 contract. 
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contra£f,  or  fuch  a marriage.  Afterwards  thefe  feveral 
particulars  were  printed. 

I had  now  been  above  three  months  with  my  wife  at 
our  country-feat,  about  twenty  miles  from  London.  I 
ufed  to  fend  the  faithful  Dring  twice  a week  to  court  to 
inquire  after  my  fon’s  health.  We  correfponded  by  letter 
on  the  moll  ferious  fubje&s,  as  religion,  morality , and  the 
prefent  ft  ate  of  affairs.  The  fire,  the  vivacity  and  judg- 
ment which  appeared  in  all  his  letters,  gave  me  inexprei- 
fiblefatisfadfion.  This  recall'd  to  my  remembrance  my 
wife’s  fad  dream;  and  I trembled  when  I thought  of  lo- 
fing,  in  fo  fatal  a manner,  a treafure  that  was  fo  dear  to 
me.  For  thisreafon  I was  ever  revolving,  whether  there 
might  not  be  a poflfibility  of  my  getting  him  away  private- 
ly from  the  king;  and  I at  laft  imagined,  i had  hit  upon- 
an  expedient ; but  I fufpended  the  execution  of  it  till  the 
folemnization  of  acourt-feftival,  that  was  to  be  ten  days 
after,  which  was  the  laft  time  my  fon  was  to  ferve  as 
page.  But  this  delay  proved  fatal  as  the  reader  will  foon 
find. 

Before  the  feftival,  there  was  an  order  to  try  all  fuch 
perfons  as  were  imprifoned  upon  account  of  the  late  con- 
spiracy. The  court  had  bribed  the  jury,  by  which  means 
the  court  party  were  victorious;  the  earl  of  Cajilemain 
andthereftof  the  prifoners  were  declared  not  guilty ; and 
even  a Trench  woman,  one  Celier , whom  lady  Toms  had 
employed  to  bribe  Dangerfielcl.  The  grand  jury  brought  in 
the  bill  preferred  againft  that  lady,  Ignoramus.  However, 
notwithftanding  this,  the  court  did  not  fucceed  in  their 
meafures. 

As  great  preparations  were  making  for  the  feftival  a- 
bovementioned,  I fent  the  faithful  Dring  two  days  fooner 
than  ordinary,  with  a long,  ferious  letter.  Iobfervedto 
him,  the  artifice  I intended  to  employ,  in  order  to  get  my 
fon  from  the  king  ; I told  him  what  he  fliould  fay  to  his 
majefty,  in  cafe  he  would  not  confent  to  his  leaving  him* 
The  turn  I had  given  to  the  affair  was  fuch,  that  I 
was  firmly  perfuaded  it  could  not  but  fucceed;  and  I 
told  him  farther,  in  my  letter,  that  imagining  he 
would  not  have  leifure  to  write  to  me  during  the  court 
diverfions,  I had  fent  Dring  two  days  fooner  than  ordi- 
nary, and  fhould  be  very  impatient  till  he  was  returned ; 
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that  I could  not  account  for  the  uneafinefs  I felt,  but  that 
I rtiould  not  beeafy  till  I law  him  arrived  fafe  in  my  houfe  ; 
and  laftly,  that  his  mother  and  I fhould  implore  heaven 
i nee  (Tandy  for  his  prefervation.  Dring  fet  out  with  my 
letter,  and  being  got  within  a few  miles  of  London  news 
wasbrought,  that  the  king  was  at  IViadfor.  Accordingly 
Bring  made  for  that  town,  and  was  Toon  informed,  th;\f 
his  majefty  was  hunting ; and  that  my  Ton,  being  in  wait- 
ing, was  obliged  to  attend  him.  This  Dring  gave  me  an 
account  of  by  a particular  melTcnger,  in  order  that,  in  cafe 
my  Ion  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  fending  an  an- 
fwer  by  him  the  next  day,  1 might  not  be  impatient  at  his 
ftay.  The  meflenger  arrived  about  ten  in  the  evening.  My' 
wife  and  l having  gone  to  bed  early,  had  been  deeply  tor- 
tured in  our  minds,  but  did  not  mention  this  to  one  ano- 
ther. At  laft  my  forrow  burft  from  me,  when  I cried, 
d care ft  Banny,  what  ails ycu?  Alas!  anfwered  (lie,  with 
tears,  what  ails  you?  Your  dream,  fays  I,  affli&s  me 
more  than  ever.  I began  to  dumber,  when  methought  I 
law  Billy  ftabb’d  to  the  heart.  My  fon,  cried  (lie,  in  a 
feeble  tone  of  voice,  is  dead;  immediately  I rofe;  rung 
for  my  fervants,  who  bringing  in  a light,  Heavens!  in 
how  deplorable  a condition  did  I find  my  wife?  a corps 
could  not  be  paler,  and  fhefeemed  quite  breathlefs.  Racked 
with  unexpreffible  pangs,  I bedewed  her  cheeks  with  my 
tears ; I gave  her  heartlhorn  ; rubb’d  her  lips  and  temples 
withfpirits,  when,  at  laft,  fhehalf  opened  her  eyes  and 

whifpered Billy  is  dead  ! She  now  fell  into  very 

ftrong  convullions,  when  I took  her  in  my  arms,  be- 
feeching  her  to  put  her  truft  in  the  Almighty,  and  to  con- 
lider  thefe  dreams  as  an  almoft  neceflary  confequence  of 
perpetual  gloomy  thoughts.  Alas  ! faid  fhe,  dear  Cleve- 
land .'  every  thing  was  too  plain  in  my  dream  ; and  that 
which  you  juft  now  told  me  refembles  it  too  much,  for  us 
ever  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  we  (hall  again  fee  our  much 
lov’d  fon.  He  is  no  more..  Dear  Billy!  I (hall  never  fee 
thee  again.  I let  her  weep,  holding  her  ftill  faft  clafp’d 
in  my  arms : And  I had  as  much  need  of  fuccour  as  (he, 
but  neverthelefs  I puttheutmoft  conftraint  upon  myfelf. 
In  this  manner  we  fpent  the  whole  night.  Some  of  my 
fervants  were  gone  to  call  a phyfician.  About  nine  next 
morning,  one  came  and  whifpered  me  in  the  ear, that  Dring 
Q 4 was 
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was  returned;  that  he  begg’d  to  fpeak  with  me,  but  de- 
fired  I would  not  mention  a word  of  his  arrival  to  his  lady. 
Thefe  myfterious  precautions,  in  the  fad  circumftances 
we  were  in,  perfuaded  me,  that  my  wife’s  dream  and  mine 
werebut  too  true.  Afrer  intreating  the  phyfician  and  the 
waiting  woman  to  give  my  poor  diftra<5ted  wife  all  the 
comfort  poftible,  I left  the  room  (upon  fome  excufe  I 
made)  and  went  into  that  where  Bring  waited  for  me. 
The  moment  he  faw  me,  he  fell  at  my  feet,  clafping  my 
knees : Surely,  cried  he,  never  were  parents  more  wretch- 
ed ! His  heart  was  fo  full,  that  he  could  not  go  on. 

I had  juft  fpirits  enough  left  to  throw  myfelf  into  an  eafy 
chair,  where  I was  feized  with  a fhivering  all  over  me. 
The  phyfician  finding  my  wife  a little  better,  was  in  fearch 
of  me,  to  acquaint  me  with  it.  Upon  his  coming  in, 
he  found  me  in  fuch  a dreadful  agony,  and  my  blood  in  fo 
violent  a ferment,  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  for  help  ; 
and  after  I was  a little  recovered  he  took  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  of  blood  from  me.  I now  began  to  breathe,  and 
feeing  Bring,  who  by  this  time  was  come  to  himfelf,  I 
bid  him  draw  near  to  the  couch,  on  which  they  had  laid 
me.  Being  feated,  after  the  room  was  clear,  Bring,  fays 
I,  myfon,  my  dear  Billy,  is  dead;  heaven!  did’ft  thou 
blefs  me  with  this  treafure,  only  to  fnatch  him  fo  foon 
from  me  ? Gracious  God,  thy  will  be  done,  but  O indulge 
me  an  extraordinary  fupport  on  this  mournful  occafion! 
Thou  feeft  how  greatly  I ftand  in  need  of  thy  afllftance* 
donotrefufeitme;  andalfo  fortify  the  foul  of  my  poor 
unhappy  wife.  Merciful  Creator  ! have  mercy  upon  us. 
Afterthis  ejaculation,  I asked  Bring  whether  my  fufpi- 
cions  with  regard  to  my  dear  fon’s  death,  were  not  true  ? 
Alas ! Sir,  replied  he,  they  are  but  too  much  fo;  your  ex- 
cellent fon  is  dead;  and  my  heart  is  ready  to  burft,  when 
I inform  you,  that  he  wasmurthered.  His  majefty,  af- 
ter his  return  from  hunting,  read  fome  time  at  a window ; 
and  then,  laying  down  the  book, threw  himfelf  on  a couch, 
covered  with  his  cloak,  in  order  to  take  a little  reft.  Hav- 
ing flept  about  half  an  hour,  herofe,  left  his  cloak  on  the 
couch,  and  went  into  an  apartment  where  fome  of  his  fa- 
vourites waited  his  coming.  Your  fon,  after  the  king 
was  gone,  wrapp’d  himfelf  in  his  majefty’s  cloak;  and 

throwing 
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throwing  himlelf  on  the  couch,  covered  his  face  with  the 
fheet.  About  an  hour  after,  a perfon  unknown  went  up 
to  one  of  the  courtiers,  and  enquired  where  his  majedy 
was.  The  nobleman,  taking  this  fellow  for  an  officer  of 
the  houfhold,  told  him  very  imprudently,  that  the  king 
wasafleep  in  fucha  room,  which  he  fliew’d  him.  The 
wretch  had  no  fooner  heard  this,  than  he  went  into  it, 
upon  pretence,  that  he  had  fomebufinefs  with  his  majedy. 
Several  perfons  faw  him  go  into  the  room,  but  no  one 
took  the  lead  notice  of  it.  The  aflaffin,  feeing  a man 
afleep  on  the  bed,  cut  his  throat,  imagining,  in  all  proba- 
bility, that ’twas  the  king  j and  after  dabbing  him  in  fc- 
vcral  parrs  of  his  body,  took  his  opportunity,  and  got  away 
unperceived.  Not  long  after,  your  dear  foil  was  found 
dead,  weltering  in  his  gore.  The  news  of  it  druck  me 
with  the  utmod  horror,  and  I am  now  returned,  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  this  fad  catadrophe.  The  earl  of  D — — 
your  faithful  friend,  feeing  me,  at  midnight,  in  the  room 
where  this  horrid  murder  was  committed,  where  he  came, 
in  order  to  inquire  !into  this  dreadful  murder,  dedred  me, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  fet  out  immediately,  and  inform 
you  of  what  happened.  He  bid  me  advife  you  in  his 
name  to  come  to  court,  as  foon  aspoffible,  tofue  for  ju- 
dice  at  his  majedy’s  hands  ; and  to  beg  him  to  give  orders 
for  making  the  drifted  fearch  after  the  adaffin. 

Dring  had  no  fooner  ended,  but  I was  feiz.ed  with  the 
deeped  affiiftion.  I had  my  own  forrows  to  fupport ; 
and  thofe  with  which  I figur’d  to  myfelf  Mrs.  Cleveland 
would  be  oppredr,  increased  my  agonies.  I had  fpent 
near  an  hour  in  fearch  of  fuch  expreffions  as  might  be  ca-' 
pable  of  comforting  my  dear  wife;  when  I faw  her 
come  into  the  room,  fupportcd  by  her  two  waiting- 
maids;  and  coming  near  the  couch,  my  dear,  fays  fhe, 
we  now  have  occafion  for  uncommon  drength  of  mind 
and  refutation.  Hearing  that  Dting  was  come  back,  and 
that  he  had  been  fhut  up  above  an  hour  with  you,  one  of 
my  women  dolefoftly  to  your  chamber  door,  and  over- 
hearing you,  came  and  told  me  all.  You  may  think  this 
was  a clap  of  thunder  to  me;  this  you  will  believe ; and 
when  you  call  to  mind  the  drongaffeftion  I had  for  Billy , 
you  will  notwonder  at  the.  tortures  I felt  when  I heard 
kow  barbaroudy  he  had  been  murder’d.  But  as  I'had  long 
Q.y  prepared- 
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prepared  myfelf  for  this  difmal  fcene,  methinks,  now  I 
have  heard  it,  heaven  has  indulged  me  an  unufual  ftrength 
of  mind.  By  this  you  find  that  I have  heard  of  our  dear 
dear  Ton’s  tragical  end  : However,  as  Billy  was  fo  virtu- 
ous  a youth,  we  ought  to  confider  his  death  as  a felicity ; 
to  him,  I mean  j for  he  died  before  his  mind  could  be 
fullied  by  the  wickednefs  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Let  us, 
my  dear  husband,  draw  down  upon  the  reft  of  our  chil- 
dren a peculiar  blefting  from  the  Almighty,  by  our  im- 
plicit fubmiflion  to  his  will. 

This  refolution  of  Mrs.  Cleveland  appeared  to  me  fo 
wonderful,  knowing  the  ftrong  love  fhe  bore  to  our  dear 
Billy,  that  I will  confefs,  it  was  of  prodigious  confolati- 
ontome.  Neverthelefs,  I was  feized  with  a violent  fe- 
ver, which  prevented  my  going  to  London.  The  earl  of 

D ~,  the  faithful  friend,  of  whom  Drag- fpoke  to 

me,  hearing  of  my  indifpofition,  came  and  vifited  me  in 
the  country,  four  days  after  the  murder.  The  tender 
things  hefaidtomy  wife  and  me  touched  my  very  fouh 
He  added,  that  finding  I did  not  come,  he  had  obtained  a 
private  audience  of  his  majefty,  on  which  occafion  he  be- 
foughthim,  in  my  name,  to  give  immediate  orders  for 
making  a ftridt  fearch  after  the  murderer.  That  the  king 
anfwered,  he  was  deeply  affedted  with  your  Ton’s  death, 
and  had  already  given  an  order  for  making  of  the  ftridteft 
fearch.  However,  replied  the  earl,  -I  don’t  believe  his 
m- — y,  for  I myfelf  fet  feveral  fpies  about  the  courts 

charging  them  to  enquire,  whether  the  k had  given 

any  fuch  orders  5 andfo  far  from  it,  I have  been  allured, 
that  he  had  forbid  any  perfon  to  make  the  leaft  mention  of 
the  murder.  Many  people,  continued  his  lord fhip,  be- 
lieve, that  the  ruffian  fancied  that  ’twas  the  king  he  mur- 
der’d ; but  I myfelf  am  of  a different  opinion,  becaufe 
his  m y feemed  fo  very  cold  and  indifferent  in  the  af- 

fair, that  I am  firmly  perfuaded,  he  knew  the  whole  le- 
cret  of  it.  I believe,  my  dear  friends,  added  the  earl 
(looking  mournfully  on  me  and  my  wife)  I believe  it  will 
be  to  no  purpofe  for  you  to  make  any  fearch ; and  would 
therefore  have  you  leave  to  time  the  difcovery  of  fo  de- 
teftable  a crime.  Pafs  your  days  in  the  place  where  you 
now  refide,  in  peace  and  tranquility ; and  refolve  with 
y ourfelvcs  never  to  appear  in  a court,  where  vice  reigns  in 
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fo  barefaced  a manner.  Affairs  may  very  poffibly  take  a 
quite  different  turn  i and  we,  perhaps,  may  foon  fee  vir- 
tue  and  probity  prevail  in  it.  Thepapifts  are  fo  ftrongly 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  York,  that  there  is  no  doubt  but 
the  lpirit  of  the  nation  will  be  rouzed  at  laft.  5Tis  very 
probable,  thattheduke  will  fucceed  his  brother,  and  then 
the  former  will  not  fail  to  fet  every  engine  at  work,  in> 
order  to  deftroy  the  proteftant  religion,  and  fubjedf  Eng- 
land once  more  to  the  papal  fee.  The  duke  will  ruin  him- 
felf  by  his  ill  condudf ; for  the  Englifh  have  too  ftrong  an 
averfion  to  th cRomifh  fuperftitions,  to  fuffer  theirs  to  be 
oppreffed.  ’Tis  evident  to  me,  that  what  I now  hint  to 
you  is  founded  on  reafon  j but  how  fo  great  a change  will 
be  brought  about,  I am  not  able  to  tell  you . 

The  earl,  after  asking  what  we  intended  to  do,  faid 
no  more.  Wethenbefoughthim  to  give  orders  for  our 
fon’sburial,  the  inftant  he  was  got  to  Windfor , whither 
he  faid  he  would  go  immediately  ; but  we  found  this  was 
an  unneceffary  requeft ,he  having  already  don cBilly  that  laft 
mournful  office.  Heaftcrwards  conjured  us  to  beasealy  as 
we  poffibly  could, under  thisdifmal  lofs ; and  to  beftowour 
whole  care  upon  the  education  of  the  reft  of  our  children  $ 
my  lord,  faid  my  wife  to  him,  you  arefenfible,  that  our 
beautiful  fon  polTeffed  unnumbered  virtues,  and,  confe- 
quently,  the  fine  things  we  expedfed  from  fo  lovely  a 
bloom ; you  know  how  dear  he  was  to  us,  and  how  re- 
fpedf  fully  he  always  behav’d  towards  us.  For  thefe  five 
or  lix  weeks,  Mr.  Cleveland  and  I have  had  the  moft 
dreadfulomensof  this  fad  feparation we  were'oppreiTed 
with  the refledtion ; and  you  perceive  my  husband’s  af- 
fliction; but  as  for  myfelf.  added  fne,  1 feel  myfelf  fup- 
ported by  an  Almighty  hand ; and  I hope  that  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, by  an  intire  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  heaven,  will 
recover  his  health,  and  be  reftored  to  the  ferenity  of 
mind,  as  becomesa  chriftian.  His  lordfhip admiring  the 
great  refolution  and  confhncy,  or  rather,  the  grace  of 
God  in  her,  exhorted  me  to  imitate  the  excellent  example 
flie  fet  me. 

The  earl  fet  out  that  very  day,  and  came  within  fix 
miles  of  Windfor , that  h?  might  arrive  there  the  next 
morning  early,  in  order  to  wait  upon  the  king  at  his 
Levee. 

My 
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My  fever  was  fo  very  violent,  that  ’twasfome  time 
before  the  phyficians  could  allay  it,  and  it  tormented  me 
near  two  months.  I was  ftrongly  poffefs’d  with  the  opi- 
nion, that  my  wife’s  tranquility  was  merely  fpecious; 
and  I will  be  fo  weak  as  to  confefs  that  this  reflexion  re- 
tarded my  cure.  But  obferving  afterwards  that  (he  look- 
ed better,  ( her  perpetual  exhortations  to  me  to  refign  my- 
felf  to  providence,  making  an  imprefiion  on  my  mind) 
I made  an  effort  with  myfelf,  and  the  fever  leaving  me, 
I at  laft  was  quite  recovered.  My  eldeft  fon  who,  whilft 
all  thefe  melancholy  incidents  happened,  was  in  France , 
defired  leave  to  go  for  England,  which  being  granted,  and 
landing  at  Dover , he  rode  poll  to  my  feat.  All  three 
burft  into  tears  the  inftant  he  came  into  the  room,  and  the 
fight  of  them  awak’d  the  fad  remembrance  of  dear,  dear 
JB illy.  However,  the  joy  we  felt  at  our  clafping  him  in 
our  arms,  difpelled  our  firft  forrow  ; and  we  were  infi- 
nitely pleas’d  when  every  moment  difcovered  fome  lovely, 
quality  in  him.  After  having fpent  a fortnight  with  us, 
one  evening  as  we  were  walking  together,  he  began  to . 
make  very  folid  reflections  ontheftateof  England  at  that 
time.  Having  ended  them,  I had  flattered  myfelf,  fays 
he,  with  the  hopes,  that  the  king  would  have  caus’d  a 
thorough  fearch  to  be  made  after  the  wretch  who  mur- 
dered my  brother}  but  I don’t  find  he  once  ftirred  in  the 
affair,  nor  even  made  you  the  leaft  compliment  of  con- 
dolence on  that  occafion.  I cannot  prevail  with  myfelf 
to  ferve  any  longer  a mafter  of  fo  infenfible  and  hard 
hearted  a temper } and  therefore  I befeech  you  good  Sir, 
to  confent  to  my  going  into  Holland , there  to  feek  for 
employment.  You  have,  continued  my  fon,  feveral 
friends  who  have  great  authority  in  that  country,  and  ’tis 
in  your  power  to  recommend  me  to  them.  It  may  per- 
haps be  an  eafy  matter  for  me  to  obtain,  by  their  intereft} 
from  the  prince  of  Orange , a company  in  one  of  the  Eng- 
liflj  regiments;  and  I promile  you,  Sir,  to  behave  my- 
felf in  fuch  a manner,  as  fhall  never  give  you  the  leaft  un- 
eafinefs.  I fhall  often  have  an  opportunity  to  pay  you 
myrefpe&s.  In  cafe  you  indulge  me  myrequeft,  I will 
fend  back  my  commiflion  to  my  colonel,  and  direCb  it  to 
my  worthy  friend  captain  C bur  chill,  to  put  it  into  that  offi- 
cer’s hanc/s.. 
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I anfwered  my  Ton,  that  as  this  affair  deferred  the  moft 
ferious  attention,  I would  confider  it  with  his  mother, 
and  advifed  him  to  open  it  to  her.  At  laft,  Mrs.  Cleveland 
and  i having  weighed  thereafonsproand  con , we  gave  our 
confent*  and  at  the  fame  time  promis’d  to  allow  himfuch 
a fum  annually,  as  fhould  enable  him  to  make  a confider- 
able  figure.  As  I had  had  a confiderable  fhare  in  the  negoti- 
ation of  the  prince  of  Orange's  marriage,  and  was  firmly 
perfuaded,  that  hishighnefshad  a great  value  forme,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  write  to  him,  to  defire  his  favour  in 
promoting  my  fon,  who  was  one  and  twenty,  to  fome 
port  in  the  army.  His  highnefs  was  very  gracious  on  this 
occafion,  and  did  me  the  honour  toanfwer  mehimfelf* 
telling  me  that  a company  was  at  his  fervice.  I after- 
wards got  my  fon’s  difcharge  without  any  difficulty ; af- 
ter which  he  went  into  Holland , with  the  fpecial  leave  of 
hismajefty,  who  pofiibly  was  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  an 
officer,  whofe  fight  might  recal  to  his  memory  a great 
many  unpleafing  thoughts. 


B O O K X. 


BEING  determined  not  to  go  to  London , fo  long  as 
the  feuds  fhould  fubfift  between  the  king  and  people* 
and  that  perfons  of  honour  and  integrity  fhould  forbear 
going  to  court,  notwithftanding  the  employments  they 
held  there,  I retired  to  Devon/hire.  I there  tookpoffef- 
fion  of  the  lands  which  lord  Terwill  had  fuperintended 
ever  fince  the  death  of  his  father.  His  lordfhip  had  always 
punctually  remitted  the  revenues  of  them  to  me,  and  I 
found  every  part  of  the  eftate  in  good  order  and  condition. 
My  wife  and  I exprefs’d  the  deep  fenfe  we  had  of  our 
great  obligations  to  him  upon  that  account,  and  I believe 
he  could  not  accufe  us  of  ingratitude. 

Thus  having  taken  pofTeffion  of  this  rich  inheritance, 
and  made  fome  new  and  very  neceffary  regulations  with 
the  tenants,  I had  a prodigious  defire  to  go  and  vifitthe 
fepulchre  of  my  dear  mother,  and  the  caves  which  had 
ferved  asanafylum,  in  my  tender  years,  to  my  innocence 
and  virtue.  My  wife  was  extremely  defirous  of  accon> 

panying 
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ponying  me  ; but  as  (be  had  laboured  for  Tome  time  under 
an  heCtisk  fever,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  would  be 
very  great,  I was  afraid  to  take  her  along  with  me,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  might  be  of  dangerous  confequence,  to  re- 
vive the  remembrance  of  her  own  misfortunes,  and  thofe 
of  my  family,  by  the  fight  of  a place  in  which  we  had 
pafs’d  fo  many  melancholy  hours. 

I took  no  one  alone  with  me  but  the  faithful  Tiring , 
and  James,  who  was  better  acquainted  than  myfelf  with 
the  fubterraneous  pafTages  of  Rumney- hole.  As  "twas 
above  five  and  thirty  years  fince  I had  lived  there,  I had 
but  a very  confufed  idea  of  it.  James , who  was  our 
guide,  carried  us  firft  to  the  folitary  place  in  which  I had 
fpent  fo  many  years.  Do  I then  fee  once  more,  cried  I, 
as  we  advanced  towards  it,  the  only  fpot  in  the  world,  in 
which  I met  virtue  and  tranquility?  Why  did  I not 
breathe  my  laft:  in  thefe  ever- peaceful  retirements,  in 
fome  corner  of  this  ever- winding  rock  ? What  a multi- 
tude of  calamities  fhould  I then  have  avoided  ? JTis  here 
the  afhes  of  my  virtuous  mother  are  depofited ; a mother, 
whofe  precepts  and  example  infpired  my  foul  with  a love 
for  virtue,  and  an  abhorrence  of  vice.  Thefe  reflections 
forced  a multitude  of  fighs  from  me.  For  fome  moments 
I was  in  a perplexity,  which  it  is  eafier  to  conceive  than 
exprefs  ; however,  a few  folid  reflections  gave  fome  eafe 
to  my  mind.  My  complaints,  faid  I to  myfelf,  are  in 
vain;  and  it  does  not  become  a wife  man  and  a chriftian, 
to  grieve  for  things  which  are  irrecoverably  loft.  My 
mother  is  no  longer  among  the  living,  fo  that  my  groans 
cannot  be  of  fervice  to  her.  We  were  born  to  die.  The 
fame  decree  which  gives  us  birth,  calls  us,  at  the  expirati- 
on of  a certain  term  of  years,  to  the  grave.  5Tis  certain, 
that  divine  juftice  raifes  thofe  to  infinite  and  eternal  blifs 
in  heaven,  who  have  lived  a life  of  virtue  here  below. 
This  is  a never- failing fpring  of  confolation;  and  nothing 
can  be  better  adapted  to  foothe  the  numberlefs  forrows  we 
feel  in  all  reverfes  of  fortune.  Let  me,  then,  leave  a fo- 
litude,  which  affeCts  me  fo  ftrongly,  that  fenfeand  reafon 
are  fcare  able  to  triumph  over  human  weaknefs.  Thefe 
laft  words  awak’d  too  ftrongly  the  remembrance  of  my 
deal’  mother.  My  fon’s  death  now  painted  itfelf,  and  in 
the moft  gloomy  colours,  in  my  imagination;  the  vari- 
ous 
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ous  calamities  of  my  life  crowded  upon  it ; the  cruel  blows 
I had  received  from  fortune,  and  the  dark  malice  of  my 
fellow  creatures ; all  thefe  rofe  in  my  fancy  with  fo  much 
violence*  that  I would  have  fled,  had  I not  been  held 
down  by  fome  unknown  power,  from  my  dear  ill-fated 
.mother’s  grave. 

I fat  fome  time  upon  it,  quite  loft  in  thought,  when 
on  afudden  I heard  a moft  grievous  moan  iflue  from  the 
deepeft  part  of  the  cave.  Some  unhappy  wretch,  fays  I, 
to  my  fervants,  is  here  bewailing,  as  1 do,  the  rigour  ot 
his  fate.  Let  us,  fays  I,  give  him  confolation,  for  he 
fcems  to  be  in  great  want  of  it.  ’Tis  good,  and  even 
pleafant,  to  afiift  thofe,  who  often  have  no  other  fupport 
than  their  virtue  j nay,  we  are  on  fome  occafions  bound 
by  the  laws  of  humanity  to  fuccour  one  who  is  opprefled 
with  guilt.  Saying  this,  my  two  fervants  and  I advanced 
towards  the  place  whence  the  voice  came.  After  we  had 
walk’d  fome  time  in  thefe  caves,  we  heard  the  following 
words  pronounc’d  diftindtly.  Kings  are  the  moft  ungrate- 
ful of  men.  This  I (hall  inceflantly  repeat ; and  they  on 
the  other  fide,  will  never  ceafe  to  repay  with  ingratitude 
the  moft  important  fervices.  I had  relied  entirely  upon 
virtue,  but  it  is  a mere  phantom,  an  empty  name. 

We  now  were  got  to  the  place  where  this  unfortunate 
man  lay,  and  by  the  light  of  a torch  which  James  carried 
before  me,  I perceiv’d  a man  in  a very  fplendid  drefs, 
who  the  moment  he  had  ended  thefe  bitter  waiiings, 
plung’d  a dagger  into  his  bofom.  He  was  extended  on  the 
ground,  and  his  blood  i fiued  from  the  wound  in  great 
abundance.  What  calamity,  fays  I to  the  gentleman, 
could  prompt  you  to  killyourfelf  ? Is  it  not  the  indica- 
tion of  a greater  foul  to  fubmit  patiently  to  ill  fortune, 
than  to  putan  end  to  it  by  felf-murder  ? He  made  no  an- 
fwer,  but  moved  his  hand,  to  fignify  that  he  did  not  de- 
fire  any  afiiftance.  However,  Dring  ftopp’d  the  blood, 
whilft  I held  the  unhappy  gentleman’s  hands,  ordering* 
at  the  fame  time,  James  to  go  immediately  for  the  firft 
furgeon  he  could  meet  with.  A little  after,  our  patient 
fainted  away,  but  we  recover’d  him  by  our  care,  and  the 
help  of  a fmelling-bottle  which  D ring  always  carried  about 
him.  At  laft,  throwing  his  diftra&ed  glances  quite 
round  him  j how  cruel  you  are,  fays  he, with  a feeble,  dy~ 
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ing  voice ! Why  will  you  recal  to  life  an  unhappy  wretch* 
to  whom  that  celeftial  prefent  is  now  unfupportable  ? 
Suffer  me  to  bury  my  calamities  in  the  gloom  of  this  cave. 
I ufed  all  the  arguments  poffible  to  perfuade  him  to  live ; I 
fet  before  him  the  henioufnefs  of  felf- murder,  and  the 
dreadful  conferences ; however,  he  perfifted  in  his  re- 
fblution  of  dying. 

fames,  at  his  leaving  the  valley,  happened  very  fortu- 
nately to  meet  with  a furgeon,  who  was  going  to  wait 
upon  a gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood.  After  promifing 
that  he  fhould  be  amply  rewarded  for  his  pains,  he 
brought  him  to  us,  having  fir  ft  obliged  him  to  fwearfe- 
crecy.  The  wound  did  not  prove  mortal,  fa  that  this 
man,  who  was  a very  able  artift,  promifed  to  cure  his 
patient  in  a very,  few  days.  I was  very  well  pleafed  with 
James's  forefight,  and  I myfelf  obliged  the  furgeon  to 
make  a moft  folemn  promife  not  to  reveal  what  he  faw 
and  heard.  I then  gave  him  ten  guineas,  and  promifed  him 
three  times  that  fum,  asfoonas  the  gentleman  fhould  be 
compleatly  recovered. 

I left  Rumney-  hole,  very  late  at  night,  and  a little  before 
we  had  carried  the  unhappy  gentleman  to  his  apartment, 
which  happened  to  be  the  fame  lord  Axminfter  had  te- 
nanted, there  we  met  with  a young  gentlewoman  of  ex- 
quifite  beauty,  a governefs,  and  two  fervants.  There 
was  no-  need  of  our  exhorting  them  to  take  the  utmoft 
care  of  the  patient : for  their  tears,  their  afiiduity,  their 
affliction,  and  alarms,  plainly  fhewed  that  they  were 
deeply  afflicted  at  the  lamentable  condition  to  which  he 
was  reduced. 

The  moment  I was  got  home,  my  fir  ft  care  was  to 
fend  them  all  fuch  provifions  as  they  might  want.  The. 
next  day  the  furgeon  came  early  to  my  houfe,  according 
to  my  defire,  when  we  fet  out  again  for  Rumney- hole,  ac- 
companied by  Bring  and  James.  Our  patient  feemed 
pretty  eafy  in  his  mind  ^ and  as  his  wound  was  not  dange- 
rous, and  that  his  weaknefs  was  wholly  owing  to  the  vaft. 
quantify  of  blood  he  had  loft ; a little  after  his  wound  was 
drefs’d,  and  he  had  taken  fome  reft,  I befcught  him  to  re- 
late his  misfortunes,  but  with  no  other  view  than  to  re- 
lieve them,  in  cafe  this  were  in  my  power.  This  place,- 
fays  I,  you  live  in,  was  the  afy lum  of  lord.  Axminfter  and. 
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his  family.  There  his  excellent  lady  breathed  her  laft  • 
Here  I myfelf  was  firft  fcnfible  to  the  tender  pafiion  of 
love.  Cromwell's  unparalleled  cruelty,  forc’d  my  mother  to 
flielter  herfelf  in  the  dreadful  fubterraneous  cavities  of  this 
rock.  I came  yederday,  purpofely  to  viiitonceagainthe 
grave  of  the  bed,  the  cleared,  and  mod  virtuous  of  mo- 
thers. Your  fad  wailings  drew  me  to  the  place  where 
you  lay.  Highly  fatisfied  that  it  has  been  in  my  power  to 
fuccour  you,  I now  conjure  you  to  give  me  another  fatif- 
faCtion,  and  that  is,  to  inform  me  who  you  are  ; the  mo- 
tives of  your  difmal  complaints,  which  prompted  you 
yederday  to  lay  violent  hands  on  yourfelf.  What  reafon 
foever  you  may  have  had  to  conceal  your  calamities  from 
the  red  of  the  world,  be  allured  that  you  may  reveal  them 
to  me  without  the  lead  danger.  I will  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  footh  your  afflictions;  and  as  I myfelf  have 
laboured  under  unparallel’d  misfortunes,  nothing  fhali  be 
wanting  on  my  fide  to  procure  you  alhhe  eafe  pofiible. 

He  was  lilent  for  fome  moments,  as  tho’  he  reflected 
on  the  offer  I made  him.  At  lad,  after  telling  me  in 
the  mod  obliging  terms,  that  the  generolity  I had  fhew’d 
him,  would  not  fufler  him  to  conceal,  what  he  till  then 
had  de fired  to  keep  from  the  knowledge  of  all ; I am  per- 
fuaded,  added  he,  that  as  foon  as  I have  informed  you 
whp  lam,  viz..  H — , Earl  of  R — , you  will  fay  to 
yourfelf,  I already  know  the  greated  part  of  his  dory. 
I therefore  fhali  not  defeend  to  numberlefs  particulars  of 
my  life,  which  would  be  as  unpleafant  for  me  to  relate 
as  for  you  to  hear.  My  father,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  ear- 
ly with  king  Charles  the  fecond,  turned  Roman  catho- 
lick,  and  had  me  educated  in  the  fame  principles.  He 
committed  me  to  the  care  of  an  ecclefiaftic,  aperfonof 
driCt  honour  and  integrity,  who  taught  me  two  or  three 
general  maxims,  which  I always  thought  very  judici- 
ous. The  maxims  were  thefe,  Fear  God;  ferve  the 
king,  fo  long  as  he  fhali  keep  his  coronation  oath,  and 
conform  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ; and  laflly,  do  as  you 
would  be  done  by.  After  that  thefe  excellent  maxims 
had  been  drongly  inculcated  into  my  mind;  that  the  full 
extent  of  them  had  been  explained  to  me,  and  I had  fi- 
nifhed  my  dudies  with  fuccefs,  my  father  fent  me  to 
travel.  I already  was  tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the 

genius, 
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genius  and  interefts  of  the  feveral  nations  of  Europe-,  and- 
I endeavoured  to  improve  this  knowledge,  by  attending 
carefully  to  the  feveral  things  I faw  and  heard  in  the  coun- 
tries thro’  which  I travelled.  I vifited  Holland,  Germany , 
Trance,  Spain , and  Italy. 

Being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  different  cha- 
racters of  thefe  five  nations,  T endeavoured  to  unite  them 
in  myfelf,  to  be  flow  in  refolving;  to  give  my  mind 
a juft  and  folid  turn  of  thinking  ; to  be  either  humble  or 
haughty  as  occafions  might  require  ; to  appear  grave  and 
referved  to  every  one,  and  to  diflemble  whenever  it  might 
be  neceflary. 

I had  left  England  upwards  of  three  years,  and  thefe 
I had  imploy’d  invifiling  the  firft  four  countries  above- 
mentioned.  When  I arriv’d  in  Rome,  I there  met  with 

Sir — C , whom  you  cannot  but  have  heard  of, 

and  with  applaufe.  He  difcovered  a Angular  merit,  and 
I may  fay,  a fuperiority  of  genius  from  his  tender  years : 
but  the  vivacity  of  his  temper,  which  was  inclined  to 
gallantry,  ingagedhim  in  an  intrigue  with  a lady  ofdiftin- 
<fiion  of  this  city,  which  proved  of  fatal  confequence 
to  both.  The  lady  made  the  firft  overtures,  and  told  him 
what  he  was  to  do,  in  order  to  get  fecretly  into  her  a- 
partment.  He  made  me  the  confident  of  his  amour,  and 
I fupplanted  him  by  coming  half  an  hour  before  his  ar- 
rival. I found  the  lady,  who  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  the  artifice,  and  immediately  put  out  a dim  wax-light 
that  was  in  the  apartment.  At  the  time  appointed.  Sir 
C — comes,  knocks  foftly  at  the  door,  and  not  be- 
ing admitted,  began  to  call  aloud,  fo  that  the  lady,  who 
knew  his  voice  but  too  well,  did  not  know  what  to  do. 
A moment  after,  the  lady’s  husband  came  and  thunder’d 
at  the  door,  where  fpying  the  knight,  and  taking  him 
for  a thief,  both  drew  their  fwords.  Hearing  this  noife, 
I ran  to  the  fire  and  lighted  the  wax-light,  when  open- 
ing the  door,  I faw  a gentleman,  a ftranger  to  me  ; and 
immediately  Sir — C — gave  his  enemy  a full  thruft,and 
laid  him  at  his  feet.  I forgot  to  obferve,  that  the  lady  had 
fainted  away,  which  I obferved  as  Ipafs’d  by  the  bed 
with  the  lighted  taper.  Thou  haft  betray’d  me,  fays  Sir 
• — C — , the  inftatit  he  faw  me;  however,  I pardon 
thee.  The  dead  man  there  is  certainly  the  lady  ’s  husband 

who 
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who  undoubtedly  had  heard  of  my  intrigue  with  his 
wife.  How  ridiculous  is  all  this,  and  indeed,  why  fhould 
he  be  vexed  at  my  fharing  with  him  the  favours  of  the 
beautiful  Marcelli  ? May  all  jealous-pated  wretches  meet 
with  a like  fate.  This  was  the  firft  wifh  that  wicked 
woman  made,  when  fhe  law  her  husband  lying  dead  on 
the  floor,  the  moment  Ihc  revived.  Let  us  fly,  fays  I, 
to  the  knight,  as  Toon  as  poflible,  otherwife  we  fhall 
be  feized  by  the  magiftrates.  But  you  muft  take  me 
with  you,  fays  the  cruel  female;  but  firft,  fays  fhe,  to 
Sir — C — , take  this  box  of  jewels,  and  my  felf  will 
take  the  other  , which  is  full  of  gold,  fo  that  we  {hall 
have  money  enough  for  a very  long  journey.  I went 
and  took  my  coach,  where  I waited  for  the  knight  and 
his  chafte  miftrefs,  at  a place  we  had  agreed  upon  without 
the  city.  After  this,  I ordered  my  valet-de-chambre  to 
pack  up  my  things,  pay  my  debts,  and  to  fe t out  f or  Ve- 
nice, where  he  fhould  foon  hear  of  me. 

This  adventure  taught  me,  when  I grew  moreadvanced 
in  years,  to  have  a due  refpeX  for  the  marriage-ftate; 
and  the  danger  to  which  we  were  expofed,  raifed  the  mofl: 
ferious  reflexions  in  my  mind,  with  regard  to  the  wild 
frenzies  of  youth.  Whilfl:  I was  making  thefe,  the  Lady 
was  applauding  to  me  her  conjugal  virtues ; and  obferving 
how  ridiculous  it  was  in  a man  to  put  a reftraint  upon  his 
wife.  As  for  the  knight,  he  beftow’d  the  higheft  enco- 
miums on  thefe  beautiful  virtuous  fentiments. 

We  got  out  of  the  pope’s  territories,  and  when  we  were 
got  within  fome  diftance  from  Naples, I begg’d  Sir — C — , 
to  leave  that  vile  woman.  I gave  him  a good  many  reafons 
in  Englijh , why  it  was  proper  for  him  to  do  this,  and  end- 
ed them  in  thefe  words ; in  cafe  we  fhould  be  found  in 
her  company,  we  fhall  certainly  be  thought  guilty  of  the 
crime  you  have  committed.  We  fhall  certainly  be  purfued, 
and  in  cafe  we  are  feen  together,  what  defence  fhall  we  be 
able  to  make  ? 

Thefe  were  very  ftrong  reafons ; neverthelefs,  my 
friend  was  fo  deeply  fmitten  with  the  charms  of  this  crea- 
ture, that  he  could  not  approve  of  them.  So  far  from  it, 
he  refolv’d  to  marry  her ; and  expatiating  on  the  merits  of 
the  lady,  he  thought  that  the  marrying  ner  would  be  the 
greateft  happinefs.  Finding  all  my  arguments  were  to 

no 
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no  purpofe,  I refolv’d  to  abandon  him.  Accordingly. I 
ordered  the  coach  and  horfes  to  be  got  ready,  and 
finding  my  knight  inflexible  I took  my  leave  of  Sir 

■ C with  an  air  of  the  utmoft  diflatif- 

faXion.  A moment  after  I was  got  into  the  coach,  he  ran 
to  me,  when  he  conjured  me  in  the  moft  affeXionate 
terms  to  flay  till  the  next  day ; declaring  that  it  would  be 
neceflfary  for  him  to  be  allowed  that  time,  in  order  to 
weigh  deliberately  thecounfel  I had  given  him.  I yielded 
to  his  requeft,  and  for  fear  left  my  friend  fhould  again  be 
captivated  by  the  deftruXive  charms  of  that  infamous 
wretch,  I employed  a ftratagem.  I myfelf  carried  to  the 
inquifition  a fatal  inftrument,  in  the  view  of  ridding  our 
felves  of  this  odious  woman  ; having  firft  givFn  orders 
that  every  thing  fhould  be  ready  for  our  departure  at  my 
return!  The  lady  was  gone  to  mafs.  I told  the  knight 
in  few  words,  what  I had  done  to  extricate  us  ; declaring 
that  we  mu  ft  fet  out  that  moment.  Let  us  then  go,  fays 
he  ; but  I’ll  carry  away  with  me  fome  token  of  the  beau- 
tiful Marcelli.  Upon  this  he  took  the  two  boxes,  andtho* 
I earneftly  befought  him  to  leave  one  behind,  he  would  not 
liften  to  me.  He  told  me,  fmiling,  when  we  were  got  at 
fome  diftance,  and  riding  as  for  life  j that  the  woman  who 
had  enfnared  me,  is,  with  regard  to  me  a true  Egyptian, 
as  I am  an  Ifraelite  with  regard  to  her : however,  in  the 
place  where  fhe  now  is,  has  fhe  any  occafion  for  thefe 
things  ? this  wealth  would  have  been  all  loft  upon  her^ 
and  we  have  a better  right  to  it  than  the  inquifitors,  fince 
we  were  fo  far  in  her  good  graces.  Had  I left  them,  con- 
tinued the  knight,  in  the  Inn,  would  they  ever  have  come 
to  her  hands  ? And  all  matters  duly  weigh’d,  do  not  I de- 
ferve  a reward  for  delivering  her  from  fo  brutal  a husband. 
To  conclude,  dear  friend,  when  this  hur  ry  andconfufion 
is  over,  we’ll  divide  as  brethren,  fince  we  ran  the  fame  risk. 
The  knight  fpoke  all  this  withfo  humorous  an  air,  that 
'twasimpoffible forme  to  be  ferious.  I can  affine  you, 

added  the  earl,  that  ever  fince  that  time  Sir C — has 

conduced  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  prudence ; and  that  fhe 
reflexions  he  made  on  this  dreadful  adventure,  have  been 
of  the  utmoft  fevvice  to  him. 

We  arrived  very  happily  in  Venice,  where  I found  my  va- 
let de  chambre,  who  was  impatient  at  my  long  flay.  We 

ask'd 
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ask’d  him  whether  our  adventure  had  not  made  Tome  noife 
in  Rome  ? He  anfwered,  that  the  lady  was  of  fo  abandoned 
reputation,  that  no  fearch  was  made  after  her  husband’s 
murderer,  fhe  palling  for  the  moll  profligate  woman  in 
that  city.  That  as  the  deceas’d  lived  in  Milan , his  fudden 
departure  from  Rome  had  prevented  his  hearing  whether 
the  relations  of  that  unhappy  gentleman  had  caufed  a fearch 
to  be  made  after  his  infamous  wife j however  that  he  con- 
gratulated my  friend  and  I for  having  fo  happily  extricated 
ourfelves  from  that  dangerous  adventure. 

We  left  Venice  the  very  next  day  after  our  arrival  in  it, 
and  without  making  any  flay  on  the  road,  we  arrived  hap- 
pily at  the  Hague.  I refided  in  it  fome  time,  and  difco- 
vered  myfelf  to  Charles  II.  who  was  there  at  that  time. 
This  happened  very  luckily  to  be  a little  before  his  refto- 
ration,  and  his  majefty,  upon  his  return  to  England , ho- 
noured me  with  an  employment  at  court.  The  king  was 
then  the  mo  ft  amicable  (if  I may  be  allowed  that  epithet) 
man  in  the  world.  He  feem’d  born  to  a throne,  nature 
having  endued  him  with  all  the  qualities  which  form  the 
great  monarch.  He  fucceeded  to  the  crown  with  the  al- 
moft  univerfal  fatisfa&ion  of  his  fubje&s,  who  were  quite 
tired  out  with  their  late  anarchy.  But  you  doubtlefs,  faid 
the  earl  of  R — , are  well  acquainted  with  King  Charles’s 
condudf,  fo  that  I fhan’t  repeat  to  you  the  mutual  difla- 
tisfa&ions  which  broke  out  between  his  majefty  and  the 
nation,  the  inftantalmoft  after  his  coronation.  Immedi- 
ately after  this  was  folemnized,  I beg’d  leave  of  his  ma- 
jefty to  return  to  Hollaizd , there  to  marry  Mrs.  W.  with 

the  confent  of  our  parents Here  the  earl,  looking 

upon  me  with  a very  obliging  air,  cried,  with  how  little 
referve,  fir,  have  I toldyou  my  ftory,  without  knowing 
what  gentleman  ’tis  I am  fpeaking  to  ? I now  am  weary, 
and  therefore  fhould  be  greatly  obliged,  if  you  would  tell 
your  ftory.  Poflibly  the  knowledge  ot  this  may  make  it 
neceflary  for  me  to  inform  you  of  thefeveral  tranfa&ions 
of  the  court,  during  my  employment  in  it  3 fo  that  I fhall 
need  only  to  inform  you,  of  the  misfortunes  which  re- 
duced me,  by  infenfible  degrees,  to  the  wretched  condi- 
tion in  which  you  now  fee  me. 

I intended  to  give  his  Lordfhipa  fhort  account  of  my 
misfortunes,  but  the  moment  I told  him  my  name,  he 

interrupted 
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interrupted  me,  and  asked  with  great  eagernefs,  whether 
-(as  I could  not  but  have  heard,  the  great  (hare  he  had  had 
in  Lord  Clarendon's  difgrace,  whofe  intimate  friend  he 
knew  I had  been)  I could  look  upon  him  with  any  plea- 
sure after  this  ? I don’t  intend,  fays  he,  to  expatiate  on 
the  great  fervices  I did  both  the  King  and  the  nation,  for 
this  you  muft  neceffarily  have  heard,  fince  you  filled  a 
confiderable  employment  at  Court,  a few  years  after  I 
left  it  j but  will  only  endeavour  to  prove  to  you,  that  I 
was  not  fo  barbarous  to  your  late  illuftrious  friend  as  you 
may  imagine.  A particular  pique  had  exafperated  me  a- 
gainfl  Lord  Clarendon ; and  when  I have  told  you  the 
motive  of  it,  you  perhaps  will  not  cenfure  me  fo  much 
as  you  otherwife  would  have  done,  I would  have  begg’d 
the  favour  of  you,  replied  I,  to  clear  up  that  matter  to 
me  ';  but  as  your  Lordfhip  has  need  of  repofe.  I’ll  take 
my  leave  of  you  now,  and  dine  with  you  to  morrow  in 
cafe,  my  Lord,  you  judge  proper.  I’ll  fend  in  the  ne- 
ceffary  provifions,  and  fhall  be  proud  to  do  the  fame  every 
day,  folong  as  your  Lordfhip  fhall  think  fit  to  ftay  here. 
My  country  feat  is  not  a great  way  from  hence,  fo  that 
when  you  fhall  be  in  a condition  to  leave  this  cavern,  I 
have  an  apartment  in  my  houfe  at  your  Lordlhip’s  fervice. 
There  you  may  live  as  retired  as  you  pleafe,  not  to  men- 
tion that  the  air  is  much  purer  than  that  of  this  cave.  His 
Lordfhip  thanked  me  in  general  for  the  offers  Imade  him, 
and  defir’d  me  to  vifithim  next  morning. 

As  ’twas  furnmer  time,  I waited  upon  him  very  early 
next  day  ; having  before  order’d  my  fervants  to  carry 
thither  a great  many  things  he  wanted.  I bid  the  furgeon 
take  all  the  time  neceffary  for  curing  his  patient ; and  had 
the  pleafure  to  hear  that  the  wound  was  much  better,  and 
that  his  Lordfhip  might  be  mov’d  with  fafety  in  a week, 
I affur’d  his  Lordfhip  that  I fincerely  wifhed  his  recovery, 
which  gave  him  no  little  pleafure ; and  he  afterwards 
unbofom’d  himfelf  to  me  in  a moft  engaging  manner. 
Sir,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  the  arguments  you  employed 
the  day  that  I ftabb’d  myfelf,  have  made  fo  ftrong  an  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind,  that  I every  day  return  thanks  to 
Heaven  for  fuffering  me  to  be  ftill  ranked  among  the 
living,  and  indulging  me  time  for  repentance.  As  I 
ftrive  to  offer  up  a fincere  one  to  the  fupream  J udge,  I 
hope  that  it  will  be  accepted.  His 
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"His  Lordfliip  Teemed  in  great  emotion  at  thefc  words. 

[ therefore  thought  proper,  feeing  him  fo  well  difpofed, 
to  interrupt  him,  by  affuring  him  that  I was  overjoy’d  to 
find  it  was  in  my  power  to  ferve  him  ; and  would  now 
relate  my  adventures  fince  he  delired  it.  *T will  be  a pro- 
digious pleafure  to  me,  replied  his  Lordfliip ; and  I expedt 
:o  hear  a feriesof  very  furprizing  incidents. 

I then  made  him  a fhort  relation  of  my  whole  life, 
which  the  reader  has  already  heard,  and  therefore  fhall  not 
repeat  them . I expatiated  very  much  on  Lord  Clarendon, 
and  deferibed  him  in  the  mod  pompous  terms,  if  I may 
be  allowed  that  expreffion,  but  without  deviating  from 
the  truth.  I told  him  the  honour  hisMajefty  had  done 
me,  in  making  me  a member  of  the  privy  Council.  I 
related  in  few  words  the  feveral  uneafinefles  I had  met 
with  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice : The  refolution  1 took  to 
leave  the  Court,  and  to  take  my  fon  away,  who  was  one 
of  the  King’s  pages : The  leave  which  was  granted  me  to 
relign,  and  the  order  I receiv’d  to  leave  my  fon  at  Court  ; 
andlaftly,  the  tragical  end  of  my  much-loved  fon.  Thus 
my  Lord,  fays  i,  you  have  heard  the  adventures  of  a 
man,  who  hasathoufand  times  repented  his  not  follow- 
ing the  Earl  of  Clarendon's  advice,  viz.  To  take  care  hove  I 
devoted  myfelf  to  a Prince,  who,  upon  his  accejfon  to  the 
throne,  pojfefs'd  all  the  equalities  which  form  the  great  Mo- 
narch ; and  yet  was  afterwards  fo  compleatly  immers'd  in 
luxury  and  debauchery , that  he  lofi  them  all.1 

His  Lordfhip  having  thanked  me  for  this  relation,  and 
the  great  care  I took  to  provide  him  in  all  things  neceffary, 
had  a table  fpread,  with  three  covers,  near  his  bed- fide. 
He  then  faid,  in  the  mod  obliging  terms,  that  as  he  had 
an  earneftr defire  that  the  young  perfon  I had  feen,  whofe 
fad  ftory  he  would  tell  me,  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
Mr s.  Cleveland-,  fhe  fhould  dine  with  us,  in  order  that  I 
might  be  enabled  to  give  a defeription  of  her  behaviour  to 
my  wife.  Accordingly  he  fent  for  Mifs  Lydia,  who  in- 
deed appear’d  an  exquifite  beauty.  But  when  fhe  began 
to  join,  with  the  utmoft  mode/ly,  in  the  convention; 
and  difplay’d  her  art  in  the  thanks  fhe  gave  me  for  the 
great  care  I had  taken  of  the  Earl  of  K whom  I 

took  for  her  father ; I mull  confefs  that  I was  not  flruck 
fo  much  with  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  as  with  the  grace- 

fulncfs 
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fulnefs  of  her  difcourfe.  We  din’d  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner,  and  my  dear  wife’s  health  was  not  forgot.  Juft 
as  we  were  going  to  rife  from  table,  a perfon  who'had  all 
the  air  of  a gentleman  came  into  the  apartment,  who  fa- 
luted  the  company  with  a very  polite  air.  He  neverthelefs 
feem’d  vaftly  dejeded,  and  had  a great  fear  in  his  face 
He  was  in  a very  neat,  but  plain  drefs  j fo  that  I took  him 
at  fir  ft  forafervant  of  his  Lordfhip,  who  foon  undeceived 
me  in  that  particular,  by  giving  his  hand  to  the  gentle- 
man. Sit  down,  faidhe,  by  my  new  friend,  who  liv’d 
here  many  years  before  us.  To  him  I owe  the  number- 
lefs  favours  I fpoke  to  you  of  j whole  great  fincerity  and 
fidelity  has  loft  him  the  King’s  favour,  as  we  did.  This 

gentleman,  fays  the  Earl  of  R — . to  me,  is  Sir  - 

C whom  I mentioned  to  you  in  the  beginning  of 

myftory,  and  be  affur’d  he  is  worthy  of  your  friend  (hip 
You  fee  a fear  in  his  face.  He  owes  it  to  a fatyrical  ex- 
prelfion  he  let  fly  againft  the  King,  who  would  not  for- 
give it.  Sir C was  a member  of  thehoufe 

of  Commons,  In  the  year  1670,  he  oppos’d  the  grant  of 
certain  taxes ; however,  the  Court-party  prevailed ; and 
all  that  the  Commons  could  effed,  was  to  get  the  fubfi- 
dies  alfign’d  to  certain  odious  inconftderable  funds.  A 
motion  was  made,  to  put  a tax  upon  play-houfes,  to 
which  the  King’s  creatures  anfwered,  that  the  players 
were  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  and  appropriated  to  his 

pleasures.  Sir C asked  very  humoroufjy, 

which  fex  amus’d  his  Majefty,  whether  the  adors  or  the 
adreffes?  Thisanfwer  exafperated  the  King,  fo  that  he 
hired  a fett  of  ruffians,  who  watching  the  knight  one 
evening,  they  fell  upon  him  fuddenly,  and  flit  his  nofe 
to  the  bone.  The  houfe  of  Commons  were  refolv’d  to 
revenge  this  horrid  infult,  fo  they  condemn’d  the  alfaffins 
to  perpetual  banifhment,  with  this  claufe,  that  it  fhould 
not  be  in  the  King’s  power  to  pardon  them.  The  tyranny 
of  the  Court  was  heartily  inveigh’d  againft  on  thisOcca- 
flon:  However,  the  knight  thinking  it  not  fafe  for  him 
to  continue  any  longer  in  London , hedifappear’d  fo  com- 
pleatly  on  a fudden,  that  no  one  could  give  the  leaft  ac- 
count of  him.  But  coming  in  fearch  of  an  afylum  in  this 
folitude,  I happen’d  to  find  the  apartment  he  now  lives 
in,  which  he  was  pleafed  to  let  me  fhare  with  him  5 but 

it 
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itbeingtoo  fmall  for  both,  he  directed  me  to  that  I now 
inhabit.  We  often  vifit;  and  the  fimilitude  of  our  cala- 
mities has  cemented  our  friendfhip,  and  lightned  the  bur- 
den of  our  evils.  But  methinks,  fays  the  carl,  1 read  in 
your  eyes  an  impatient  ’defire  to  know  the  caufe  of  the 
ftrong  hatred  1 owe  to  Lord  Clarendon.  My  averfion 
was  juft,  according  to  the  maxims  of  the  world,  but  I 
certainly  carried  it  foo  far;  and  I dare  affure  you,  that  I 
efteem’d  that  nobleman  in  my  heart.  Here  follows  the 
caufe-of  my  hatred. 

One  of  my  relations,  and  the  beft  friend  I had  in  the 
world,  who  had  been  married  about  a year,  came  with 
his  wife,  and  a lady  that  was  my  coufin,  to  pafs  fome 
time*  at  a country  feat,  whither  I had  carried  my  wife* 
who  had  been  out  of  order  four  or  five  days,  to  take  a 
little  air.  The  ladies  us’d  to  take  a walk  almoft  every 
evening,  during  which  I and  my  relation  received  the 
company  that  u fed  to  vifit  us.  One  day  after  we  had  dined 
very  agreeably,  the  ladies  propofed  to  take  their  ufual 
rambles:  But  my  wife  having  taken  a Kttle  phyfick  that 
day,  could  not  make  one  among  them.  The  other  two 
ladies,  therefore,  got  into  the  coach,  attended  only  by 
one  lacquey,  and  my  running  footman,  who  was  a very 
fwift-footed  fellow.  About  two  hours  after  their  fetting 
out,  the  latter  advanced  towards  us,  almoft  out  of  breath, 
and  in  a prodigious  fright,  juft  as  my  relation  and  I,  my 
valet  de  chambre  and  fteward,  were  mounting  onhorfe- 
back,  to  go  and  meet  the  ladies.  Alas!  Sir,  fays  he,  Mrs. 
M.  is  wounded,  and  four  villains  in  masks  have  carried  off 
the  young  Lady.  Let  us  fly,  and  fee  whether  we  cannot 
fuccour  the  wounded  lady.  Fir’d  at  thefe  words,  we  ran 
with  the  fwifteft  (peed,  and  foon  got  up  with  the  poor 
lady  who  unhappily  was  breathing  her  laft.  My  friend 
was  feized  with  the  deepeft  affliction,  as  his  wife,  whom 
he  loved  todiftraClion,  and  who  merited  theutmoft  ten- 
dernefs,  was  juft  ready  to  lie  in.  My  valet  de  chambre, 
who  was  a perfon  of  very  good  fenfe,  and  an  excellent 
furgeon,  alluring  us  that  there  was  a poflibility  of  faving 
the  child,  weconfented  to  the  operation  he  propos’d.  We 
had  no  time  to  lofe,  for  the  mother  that  moment  expired, 
when  an  incifion  being  made,  the  child  was  fav’d,  and 
that  is  the  fweet  young  lady  that  now  left  the  room. 
Finding  it  impoffible  to  diicover  the  wretch  who  had 
Vol.  II.  R murdered 
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murdered  the  lady,  and  carried  off  my  coufin,  border’d 
my  iervants  to  move  away  the  corps  and  the  new-born 
babe.  My  valet  de  chambre  attended  the  fad  proceffion, 
and  I had  a very  difficult  task  to  keep  the  diftra£led  huf- 
band  from  killing  himfelf.  At  Iaft  I got  him  to  my  houfe, 
where  I had  put  him  to  bed,  but  he  was  feized  with  fo 
violent  a fever,  that  he  died  two  days  after,  befeeching 
me,  in  his  expiring  moments  to  make  the  ftrifteft  fearch 
after  the  wretch  who  had  murdered  his  dear  wife,  and  to 
fee  her  daughter  virtuoufly  brought  up.  I promis’d  fo- 
lemnly  to  comply  with  his  defires,  and  hope  I have  no- 
thing to  reproach  myfelf  upon  that  account. 

I now  had  compliments  of  condolence  made  me  by 
multitudes  of  people,  the  news  of  this  difmal  cataftrophe 
being  foon  fpread  abroad.  I had  examined  very  clofely 
the  coachman  and  footman,  who  were  prefent  at  the 
murder  j but  the  account  they  gave  me  was  fo  prodigi- 
ously confus’d,  that  I did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it. 
At  laftl  began  to  fufpedt  a young  nobleman  who  us’d  to 
vifit  me  very  often  .attracted  by  the  charms  of  my  coufin. 
Ashe,  after  this,  had  not  come  to  my  houfe  for  a week, 
my  fufpicions  increafed.  I enquired  of  every  one  who 
came  to  fee  me,  whether  they  had  not  heard  of  Sir  ■ - 

Hyde,  but  could  not  get  the  leaft  information.  However, 
twelve  days  after  the  murder  my  coufin  returned  to  her 
father’s,  whither  I was  come,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to 
get  fome  farther  light  into  this  horrid  affair.  The  young 
lady  burfting  into  tears,  told  us,  that  four  horfe-men, 
with  masks  on,  had  ftopt  the  coach  threatning  to  Ihoot 
the  coachman  in  cafe  he  did  but  turn  his  head  about.  One 
of  thefe  wretches,  continued  (lie,  going  to  force  me 

out  of  the  coach,  Mrs.M flung  herfelf  upon  him  ; 

ftrove  all  fhe  could  to  keep  me  in  the  coach,  and  to  force 
his  mask  off.  The  villain  finding  fhe  exerted  herfelf  in 
this  manner,  was  barbarous  enough  to  draw  out  a dagger 
and  ftab  her  to  the  heart,  and  immediately  fhe  fell.  I 
my  felf  fainted  away,  and  did  not  recover  till  fome  time 

after,  when  I found  myfelf  in  a room,  and  Sir 

H.  very  bufy  about  me.  He  made  fuch  propofals  as  filled 
my  foul  with  horror ; and  finding  I ftill  refufed  to  com- 
ply with  his  brutal  defires,  he  threatned  to  murder  me, 
in  cafe  I refus’d.  I never thelefs  refilled ; but  I will  con- 
fefs  that  the  fear  of  death  flagger’d  my  refolution;  He 
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juft  now,  continued  the  lady,  turn’d  me  out  of  the  houfe, 
with  a thoufand  infults,  and  the  moft  harfh  language. 
She  could  not  give  the  leaft  account  of  the  place  to  which 
fhe  had  been  dragg’d,  becaufe  they  had  hood- winked  her. 
Saying  thefe  words,  fhe  conjur’d  us  with  a flood  of  tears, 
to  revenge  the  odium  which  had  been  caft  on  herfelf  and 
family. 

Accordingly,  we  complain’d  of  the  knight  to  his  ma- 
’ jefty,  who  Teem’d  to  liften  to  them,  and  neverthelefs  Sir 

H efcaped  from  us.  Upon  this  his  eftate 

was  feiz’d ; and  a confiderable  penflon  was  fettled  on  the 
complainant,  and  fentence  was  pronounced  on  the  knight 
as  guilty  of  murder  and  a rape,  fince  which  time  no  one 
heard  what  is  become  of  him. 

The  averfion  which  I and  my  whole  family  entertain’d,’ 

was  not  confin’d  meerly  to  Sir H — , but  extended 

to  all  of  the  name  of  H , and  confequently  to  your 

friend.  The  king  had  often  endeavoured  to  exafperate 
me  againft  that  minifter,whom  we  both  hated  and  fear’d  : 
However,  I would  not  confent  to  the  propofals  the  king 
had  made  me,  and  even  took  his  part  : But  after  the  exe- 
crable a&ion  committed  by  his  nephew,  I acquiefced 
with  whatever  his  majefty  defired.  You  know,  Sir,  by 
the  ftory  of  that  nobleman,  what  was  tranfadfed  at  that 
time ; the  crimes  I laid  to  his  charge,  and  how  I was 
fupported  by  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the  profecution. 
But  as  the  lords  required  ftrong  proofs  to  the  impeach- 
ment, and  it  being  impoflible  for  us  to  offer  any  that  were 
valid,  I advis’d  the  king  to  let  Clarendon  depart  the  king- 
dom. Such  were  the  motives  of  the  enmity  I bore  him  ; 
and  I fubmit  to  your  judgment,  whether  I can  juftly  be. 
accufed  for  it. 

My  illuftrious  friend,  fays  I,  has  now  been  dead  fome 
years,  let  us  not  therefore  difturb  hisafhes.  I muft  con- 
fefs  that  fome  fpecious  reafons  may  be  given  to  juftify 
youranimofity  ; and  I pity  from  my  foul  any  gentleman 
who  may  be  involved  in  the  fad  circumftances  to  which 
the  brutality  of  a hair-brain’d  wretch  reduced  you. 

I took  my  leave  of  the  earl  for  three  or  four  days,  be- 
ing afraid  that  our  converfations,  and  the  relation  of  in- 
cidents which  had  brought  him  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
would  retard  his  cure. 

1 then  got  on  horfeback,  and  rode  away,  followed  by 
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my  two  fervants  j but  I had  not  left  7 lummy-hole  above  ^ 
quarter  of  an  hour,  before  I fpied  fome  horfemen,  who 
immediately  turn’d  out  of  their  road,  and  rode  crofs  the 
country  in  order  to  come  up  with  me.  Two  of  thefe 
left  their  company,  and  advancing  near,  we  faluted  one 
another  very  amicably ; and  I enquiring  what  they  want- 
ed? They  anfwered,  mypurfe Says  I,  gentlemen,  I 

prefume  you  want  to  make  a trial  of  my  courage,  merely 
for  diverfion  fake : However,  fhould  you  not  be  what  I 
really  take  you  for,  that  is,  perfons  of  quality,  but 
thieves,  this  I affine  you,  gentlemen,  I am  not  eafily 
frightned.  Thieves,  laid  one  of  the  company,  which 
by  this  time  had  furrounded  me ; be  not  fo  liberal  of  your 
ill  language  to  a fettof  honeft  gentlemen,  who  content 
themfelves  with  receiving  or  taking  in  a polite  way,  the 
half  of  whatever  comes  in  their  way.  We  exercife  our 
prdfeffion  in  an  honourable  manner ; and  no  one  can  ac- 
cufe  us  of  having  taken  above  half  out  of  the  purfe  of 
fuch  perfons  whofe  good  fortune  has  directed  them  to  us. 
"Weobfervethe  ftrifteft  rules  of  juftice,  and  never  fuffer 
any  bafe  action  to  be  committed  by  any  of  our  company,. 
Determine,  therefore,  fpeedily ; though  we  advife  you, 
as  friends,  to  divide  with  us  half  the  money  you  may 
have  about  you;  efpecially  as  this  will  eafe  ycu  of  half 
your  load. 

You  are  then  in  earneft,  fays  I,  gentlemen?  In  dowa 
right  earneft,  anfwer’d  they  ; and  as  we  are  in  a little 
hurry, we  fhould  take  it  as  a favour  if  you  would  difpatch. 
Gentlemen,  fays  I,  youmuftbe  contented  with  my  note, 
fince  it  has  fo  happened,  but  how  I cannot  guefs,  that  I 
have  not  a -fingle  crofs  in  my  pocket.  Name  only  the 
fum,  and  I’ll  give  you  my  note  for  it.  Very  well,  re- 
plied the  civil  creatures,  make  it  then  for  two  hundred 
pounds  Sterling,  and  payable  in  a week.  Write  down 
your  dire&ion,  and  fome  of  us  will  wait  upon  you  at  the 
time  appointed  : But  fir  ft  fwear  that  you  won’t  feize  us,  as 
tho’  we  were  villains  who  had  a&edbafely  by  you. 

I promifed  to  obferve  faithfully  whatever  they  fhould 
enjoyn;  but  the  difficulty  was,  howto  get  pen,  ink,  and 
paper;  however,  thefe  honeft  gentlemen,  who  were 
ufed  to  fuch  adventures,  foon  furnifhed  me  with  more 
than  I wanted.  Accordingly  I drew  a note  of  200 
pounds,  payable  in  a week,  defiring  them  to  come  and  re- 
ceive 
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feive  it  at  my  houfe.  They  then  gave  me  a fmall  piece 
of  green  ribbon,  and  bid  me  tie  it  about  my  arm,  to  pre- 
vent my  being  flopp’d  by  their  rear  guard,  who,  they 
told  me,  I might  very  probably  meet  with.  In  cafe  you 
fhould  be  flopp'd,  faid  they,  only  fhew  the  ribbon,  and 
cry,  hopagato,  (I  have  paid)  this  being  the  watch- word 
for  to-day  i after  which  you  may  go  on  unmolelled.  I 
thank’d  the  gentlemen  for  their  civility,  and  left  them 
much  better  pleafed  than  they  were,at  receiving  my  note: 
However,  I did  not  meet  with  any  of  their  brethren. 

Being  returned  home,  I told  Mrs.  Cleveland  my  adven- 
ture, which  was  a very  whimfical  one,  and  occafioned  a 
great  number  of  reflections.  My  wife  thought  1 ought 
to  feize  thofe  who  fhould  come  to  receive  the  money  ; 
but  I could  not  be  of  her  opinion,  perfuaded  it  would  be 
of  dangerous  confequence,  fhould  I feize  any  of  the  gang, 
fince  the  reft  would  not  fail  to  revenge  the  death  of  their 
companions.  Mrs.  Cleveland  immediately  agreed  with 
me } and  we  refolved,  fo  far  from  breaking  my  word,  to 
receive  them  with  great  civility,  in  prefence  of  a great 
many  of  our  neighbours,  whom  we  fhould  invite  to  din- 
ner, for  that  purpofe. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  payment  being  come,  I got 
together  a confiderable  number  of  lords  and  ladies ; when 
juft  as  we  were  going  to  fit  down,  a fervant  came  and 
told  me,  that  two  flrange  gentlemen  defired  to  fpeak 
with  me.  I mmediately  1 left  m y company  to  wait  upon 
my  new  guefts.  However,  they  were  not  the  fame  per- 
fons  who  had  flopp’d  me  5 but,  after  faluting  me  with  the 
utmoft  politenefs,  they  faid,  that  they  brought  a note 
written  in  my  hand,  and  did  not  doubt  but  I would  pay 
the  contents  of  it.  I anfwered  them,  it  fhould  be  paid 
very  punctually,  and  in  the  mean  time,  begg’d  the  favour 
of  them  to  favour  me  with  their  company  at  dinner. 
They  made  fomefcru pie  at  firft,  but  at  laft  confented  to 
my  intreaties.  They  were  extreamly  cornplaifant  and 
well  bred ; and  had  made  a very  great  progrefs  in  the  no- 
bleft  ftudies,  as  appear’d  by  their  relations  from  the  fineft 
authors  among  the  antients,  all  which  they  applied  in  a 
mod  agreeable  manner.  Their  con  verfation  was  not  only 
folid,  but  very  entertaining,  fo  that  they  would  have  been 
finifh'd  gentlemen,  had  not  their  profeflion  been  fo  irre* 
putable.  I introduced  them  among  my  friends,  as  perfons 
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with  whom  I formerly  had  been  acquainted  in  'Roan,  and 
faid,  that  as  they  had  happened  to  come  that  way,  they 
had  done  me  the  honour  to  make  me  a vilit.  I had  ac- 
quainted every  one  of  the  guefts  with  my  late  adventure, 
but  not  one  of  them  took  the  leaft  notice  of  it.  About 
an  hour  or  two  after  dinner,  I paid  the  two  hundred 
pounds,  took  my  note,  and  we  parted  very  good  friends. 

At  my  return  to  the  company,  they  were  much  divided 
in  opinion,  with  regard  to  this  adventure.  Some  blamed 
me  for  not  feizing  them,  whilft  others  approved  of  my 
conduit,  but  all  in  general  were  aftonifhed  at  the  impu- 
dence of  thefe  Banditti.  Others  again  were  very  forry 
to  feeperfons,  per fedtly  accompli fh’d  in  every  refpeit,  fo 
greatly  depraved,  as  to  follow  fo  infamous,  and  dangerous 
acourfe  of  life.  In  fine,  we  diverted  ourfelves  with  the 
high  offence  thofe  gentlemen  took  at  my  calling  them 
thieves. 

We  now  changed  the  fubjeft  of  our  difcourfe,  upon 
one  of  the  company’s  asking  me  the  reafon  why  I fre- 
quented fubterraneous  places  fo  much.  This  queftion 
puzzled  me  very  much,  for  I was  very  unwilling  to  be- 
tray my  new  friend  i but  I was  extricated  very  happily 
out  of  my  confufionjby  a fervant’s  coming  to  tell  me, that 
a gentlewoman  and  a young  lady  defired  to  fpeak  with 
me.  Upon  my  defiring  to  know  their  names  before  I 
went  down  to  them,  I was  told  that  my  porter  had  in- 
quired it  j but  that  the  gentlewoman  had  made  no  other 
anfwer  than  that  I fliould  be  very  glad  to  fee  them.  My 
wife  was  uneafy  at  what  fhe  heard,  fearing  that  fome 
falfe  friend  was  going  to  play  me  a trick.  At  laft,  I went 
out  to  the  ladies  j but  heavens ! how  agreeably  was  I fur- 
priz’d  to  fee  Mrs.  Bridge  and  her  charming  daughter.  I 
few  to  them,  and  after  clafping  both  the  mother  and 
daughter  for  fome  time  in  my  arms  (all  of  us  fhedding 
Tears  of  joy  at  our  being  fo  happy  to  fee  one  another  again 
after  a fix  years  fad  reparation)  I led  them  to  the  parlour 
where  my  company  were  fitting.  My  wife  fprung  to 
them  with  tranfport,  and  all  four  were  fo  overjoyed,  in 
fuch  extafies,  that  we  were  fcarce  able  to  fpeak . At  laft, 
after  I had  got  a little  breath,  and  recovered  from  the  de- 
lightful furprize,  at  my  being  again  bleft  with  the  com- 
pany of  two  perfons  who  had  always  been  fo  dear  to  me, 
and  whofe  abfence  had  given  me  fo  much  uneafinefs  5 I 
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told  the  company,  how  nearly  related  I was  to  the  gentle- 
woman and  her  daughter.  Immediately  all  the  ladies  paid 
them  their  refpe&s,  and  embracing  them  tenderly,  con- 
gratulated them  on  their  fafe  arrival ; the  gentlemen  were 
ex'tremely  complaifant  on  this  occafion  3 and  all  made  us 
a thoufand  compliments  on  our  propitious  meeting.  The 
lady  of  the  greateft  diftin&ion  in  the  company  rifing,  o- 
bliged  all  the  reft  to  rifealfb,  flic  obferving,  that  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  leave  us;  and  that  we  doubtlefs  had  a 
thoufand  things  to  fay,  after  fo  tedious  and  cruel  an  ab- 
fence.  I beg’d  the  company  to  fit  down  again,  but  at 
the  fame  time  was  extreamly  glad  to  fee  all  the  ladies  2nd 
gentlemen  complying  with  the  firft  motion. 

When  all  the  ftrangers  were  withdrawn,  we  again  re-' 
newed  our  careffes ; and  could  not  forbear  expatiating  on 
our  happinefs  in  thus  ertjoyingeach other’s  company,  after 
having  loll  all  hopes  of  ever  feeing  one  another  again.  We 
offered  up  our  moft  unfeigned  thanks  upon  that  account, 
to  the  fupreme  Guide  and  Director  of  all  events. 

I told  my  fifter- in-law  Bridge,  that  I would  not  defire 
her  to  tell  me  the  feveral  particulars  which  had  happened  to 
her  fince  our  parting : that  (lie  and  her  daughter  might  be 
aifured,  that  we  would  never  part  more : that  Mrs.  Bridge 
might  be  perfuaded  that  my  dear  wife  would  love  her 
daughter  as  kindly  as  if  fhe  were  her  own  : that  we  had 
been  prodigioufly  griev’d  at  our  fad  feparation,  as  that  fad 
accident  had  frustrated  all  our  defigns : that  fince  heaven 
had  brought  us  again  together,  it  doubtlefs  approved  that 
defign,  which  we  would  difcourfe  of  more  fully  at  a pro- 
per time.  My  wife,  tranfported  to  fee  again  a perfon 
whom  fhe  refpe&ed  fo  much,  and  who  had  contributed 
fo  greatly  to  our  reconciliation  at  St.  Cloud , would  imme- 
diately give  her  a fign  of  the  happy  conffequences  of  it. 
Accordingly  fhe  called  our  two  daughters,  the  oldeft  of 
which  was  four  years  old,  and  the  youngeft  three.  Mrs. 
Bridge  carelfed  them  over  and  ovc>  ; and  indeed  they 
were  fuch  fweet  children,  that  (he  could  hardly  have  for- 
born  doing  fo,  had  they  been  ftrangers.  They  both 
fpoke  Trench  and  Englijh,  and  indeed  their  wit  far  out- 
ftrip’d  their  years.  She  asked  them  feveral  queftions  in 
both  thofe  languagues ; and  tho’  neither  of  them  was  pre- 
pared, they  both  anfwered  with  a charming  vivacity.  At 
aft,  as  it  grew  late,  I ordered  fupper  to  be  got  ready,  and 
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after  fpending  the  remaining  part  of  the  evening  very 
agreeably  Mrs.  Cleveland  and  I conduced  our  dear  friends 
to  the  apartment  allotted  for  'em. 

I was  fo  delighted  to  reflect  I had  again  found  a filler 
of  Mrs.  Bridge's  merit,  and  her  amiable  daughter,  that  I 
could  not  fleep  a great  part  of  the  night.  My  wife  was 
continually  wifhing  me  joy  on  this  occafion,  and  recalled 
to  my  memory  the  many  pleafing  hours  we  had  fpent  to^ 
gether.  She  repeated  with  peculiar  pleafure  the  many 
kind,  judicious  things  fhe  had  faid  to  her,  during  our  un- 
happy reparation.  As  fhe  was  expatiating  upon  thefe 
particulars,  we  would  break  off  on  a fudden,  and  cry  out, 
what  a fweet  creature  is  that  daughter  of  hers ! How 
many  fond  wifhes  did  I make  at  the  fight  of  her  ! fhe’Il 

be  a charming  wife  for  our  dear Not  fo  fall,  my  love, 

faid  I ; let  us  hear  firfl  what  hath  befallen  them  fince  our 
feparation:  That  I will  delire  her  mother  to  inform  us  to- 
morrow, when,  if  every  thing  is  as  I hope  to  find  it,  and 
which  I am  perfuaded  is  really  fo,  from  the  chearfulnefs  I 
perceive  in  my  niece;  we  then  fhall  fee  what  courfe  it  will 
be  proper  for  us  to  take,  in  order  to  make  our  fon  happy 
with  that  charming  creature. 

Our  impatience  to  fee  one  another  was  fo  great,  that  we 
all  rofe  early,  and  being  got  together,  we  again  renewed 
our  fondnefs.  My  wife  could  not  bear  to  have  the  lovely 
mifs  Betzy  out  of  her  fight.  Dear  niece,  would  fhe  fay, 
have  you  ever  thought  of  us  fince  our  abfence  ? Have  you 
fometimes  reflected  on  the  anguifh  with  which  I was 
feized,  when  I faw  the  mercilefs  pirates  tear  us  from  one 
another?  Not  a day  haspaffed,  ever  fince  that  mournful 
accident,  but  I have  vented  a thoufand  fighs  for  your  mo- 
ther, for  yourfelf,  and  for  dear  Mrs.  Lallin,  whom  I 
long  to  hear  of.  Alas ! replied  my  niece,  with  tears 
trickling  from  her  eyes;  Mrs. Lallin  is  no. more:  That 
dear  woman  died  a mofl  cruel  death.  1 don't  doubt  dear 
uncle,  but  you,  as  well  as  my  dear  aunt,  (throwing  her 
arms  about  her  neck)  will  be  deeply  afflidled  at  her  tragi- 
cal end  ; my  mother,  who  will  tell  you  all  our  fad  adven- 
tures, will  inform  you  of  the  death  of  a woman  for 
whom  we  had  a mofl  tender  affediion,  and  who  was  a 
perfect  image  of  virtue  in  this  world. 

Grieved  to  the  foul  at  what  my  niece  here  hinted  to 
us,  I defired  her  mother  to  relate  all  her  adventures,  and 
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wHat  had  befallen  them  in  their  captivity.  You  very  juft- 
ly  replied  my  fitter,  give  thename  ofcaptivity  to  the  fad 
condition  we  were  in  immediately  after  our  reparation. 
The  fhips  which  took  us  on  the  Englijl)  coaft,  and  fepa- 
rated  us  fo  very  unfortunately,  were  two  of  the  beft  in 
theFrazc^  fleet.  The  admiral  gave  'em  liberty  to  cruife 
upon  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  prejudice  their  commerce, 
and  indeed  their  commiflion  was  of  very  great  extent. 
The  fhip  we  were  put  on  board  of  was  commanded  by 
a true  pyrate,  who  failed  towards  Burbury,  and  threatned 
very  often  to  fell  us  for  flaves  to  the  infidels.  This  officer 
was  a hard  hearted  wretch,  whom  neither  intreaties  nor 
tears  could  foften.  The  lieutenant,  however  treated  us 
with  great  humanity ; and  it  was  not  long  before  Mrs. 
Lunin’s  wit  and  beauty  made  fo  great  an  impreflion  on  this 
officer’s  heart,  that  he  fell  diftractedly  in  love  with  this 
unfortunate  lady  ; and  to  this  we  owe  our  liberty,  and  the 
happinefs  which  was  the  effect  of  it.  The  lieutenant, 
whofe  name  was  Longchump , grieved  at  the  barbarous  be- 
haviour of  his  captain,  refolved  to  refeue  us  out  of  his 
hands,  whatever  might  be  the  confequence : He  was  be- 
loved by  the  whole  crew,  and  had  fo  great  an  authority, 
that  he  could  have  thrown  our  perfecutor  into  the  fea,  if 
he  had  thought  proper ; but  he  chofe  rather  to  get  rid  of 
him  in  a more  honourable  way.  The  captain  had  infulted 
him  fo  often,  that  he  at  laft  refolved  to  exafperate  him  to 
£ich  a degree  as  to  oblige  him  todraw.  Oneday  thecap* 
tain  declared  to  us, that  as  we  were  near  to  the  coaft  of  Bur- 
bury, we  muft  prepare  ourfelves  for  flavery  ; and  that  he 
was  determined  to  fell  us  at  St.  Crocs ; and  that  in  two 
days  he  fhouldbe  paid  a good  fum  of  money  for  us.  The 
emperor  of  Morroccu,  fays  he,  (gazing  on  Betzy,  with  a 
cruel  fcoffing  air)  will  be  delighted  with  that  pretty  little 
creature.  We  burft  into  tears  at  this  news,  when  the 
lieutenant,  hearing  our  cries,  ran  to  our  cabbin  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter.  They  are  crying,  fays  the  brutal  cap- 
tain, becaufe  lam  going  to  fell  them  to  the  Moors.  That 
fhan’t  be,  replied  the  lieutenant ; and  I declare  to  you,  that 
I take  thefe  ladies  under  my  protection,  or  rather  that  of 
his  majefty.  No  law  will*  allow  you  toufein  fo  barba- 
rous a manner,  perfons  well  born,  whofe  ill  fate  it  is  to 
hill  into  your  hands.  ’Twas  very  wrong  of  you  to  con- 
demn the  fhip  they  were  in,  as  lawful  prize,  iince  the 
R y Englijh 
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Englijh  are  the  king’s  friends  and  allies  ; and  that  one  or 
the  ladies,  pointing  to  Mr s.Lallin,  is  a French  woman. 
I advife  you,  therefore,  to  fhow  a greater  regard  to  his 
majefty’s  ordinances ; for  otherwife,  be  allured,  that  you 
will  be  fever ely  pun ifhed  for  infringing  them.  I’ll  foon 
make  you,  replied  the  captain,  repent  your  impertinence, 
and  will  teach  you  yourfelf  to  obey.  Your  infolence  has 
too  often  made  you  fail  in  your  duty ; I have  been  too  in- 
dulgent ; but  am  now  determined  to  make  you  fenfible 
how  much  I am  your  fuperior.  I know,  anfwered 
Longchamp,  haughtily,  the  obedience  I owe  you,  when 
we  are  to  fight  the  enemies  of  our  country  ; but  then  I 
know,  likewife,  that  I fhould  be  an  accomplice  in  the 
light  both  of  God  and  man  in  your  crimes,  if  I fhould 
connive  at  your  opprefling  thefe  ladies. 

The  captain,  now  fwelFd  to  rage,  ran  upon  deck,  to 
give  fome  orders,  and  was  followed  by  our  generous  pro- 
testor, who  declared,  that  he  would  foon  fetus  at  liberty, 
or  perifh  in  the  attempt.  Seeing  the  lhip  was  going  to 
fleer  towards  Barbery,  he  bid  the  crew  not  obey  the  cap- 
tain, and  immediately  commanded  them  to  make  for  Tou- 
lon. The  pilot  fided  with  the  lieutenant,  when  prefently 
therearofea  great  difpute  among  the  failors;  fome,  out 
of  fear,  were  for  obeying  the  captain,  whilfi:  others, 
hating  that  barbarous  wretch,  laugh’d  at  his  orders.  The 
noife  we.heard  over  our  heads  fill’d  us  with  terror,  vyhen 
three  gentlemen,  two  of  whom  were  Hollanders , and  the 
third  a ftranger  to  every  body,  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
foners4)efore  us,  broke  open  the  cabbin  where  their  arms, 
and  thefe  of  the  other  prifoners  were  laid.  Immediately 
they  feiz’d  the  firft  that  came  to  hand,  and  ran  arm’d  up- 
on deck,  in  order  to  afiift  the  lieutenant.  The  courage 
thefe  gentlemen  fhew’d,  engaged  the  crew  to  join  with 
the  lieutenant.  The  captain  feeing  this,  runs  at  Longchamp, 
when  immediately  a fierce  combat  enfued  between  them . 
Atlaft,  the  former  receiving  a full  thruft  in  his  body,  fell 
overboard  into  the  fea,  and  not  one  of  the  failors  endea- 
voured to  fave  him.  They  all  fhouted  for  joy,  and  feem’d 
as  much  delighted  as  tho’  they  had  gain’d  a compleat  vic- 
tory over  a barbarous  enemy  ; calling  for  a thouland  blcf- 
lings  on  the  lieutenant,  who,  after  thanking  the  three 
gentlemen  for.  their  aififtance,  came  and  gave  us  our  li- 
berty in  the  higheft  tranfports  of  delight,  which  plainly 
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fli owed  his  generofity  and  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  told  us 
that  he  would  fail  for  Toulon. 

As  we  were  agceably  employed  in  thanking  him  for 
his  kindnefsand  humanity,  a failor  came  and  faid,  that  the 
three  gentlemen  begg’d  leave  to  wait  upon  the  ladies ; and 
efpecially  the  ftrangcr,  who  font  word  that  he  defiied  that 
favour  for  a particular  reafon.  Accordingly  they  were  ad- 
mitted, when  the  ftranger  gazed  very  attentively  upon  all 
of  us,  and  at  laft  fixed  his  glances,  with  prodigious  car- 
neftnefs,  on  Mrs.  Lcdlin.  Whilft  the  other  two  gentle- 
men were  making  us  the  moft  handfome  compliments,  I 
happen’d  to  call  Mr  s. Lcdlin  by  her  name,  but  how  great 
was  our  aftonifhment,  to  fee  the  ftranger  run  to  her  with 
open  arms  and  cry ; is  heaven  then  fo  gracious  to  me,  as 
to  bring  my  filler  and  me  together  again,  after  a twenty 
years  feperation ; and  after  we  had  fo  long  loft  all  hopes  of 
ever  feeing  one  another  again  ? I have  not  been  able  to 
hear  what  was  become  of  you,  ever  fincemy  eldeft  bro- 
ther’s unhappy  affair And  are  you  then  my  brother?' 

replied  Mrs.  Lctllin , pray  what  is  your  chriftian  name  ? 
He  anfwered,  ’ti s John- Francis  your’s  is  Mary-Caroline - 
Louifct , and  that  of  our  brother  was  Peter  ■‘Philip.  I broke 
my  left  arm,  continued  he,  when  I was  four  years  old; 
fee  x here  the  marks  of  it,  fays  he,  extending  both  his 
arms,  his  right  one  being  two  or  three  inches  longer  than  • 
the  other.  You  are  my  brother,  relied  Mrs.  Lallin,  (bed- 
ding tears  of  joy,  andchfpinghim  in  herarms.  I return 
unfeigned  thanks  to  heaven  for  thus  bringing  us  together 
again.  And  turning  about  to  Mr.  de  Longchamp , I hope, 
continued  (he,  you  will  releafe  my  brother,  who  will- 
loon  be  infinitely  dear  to  me.  - 

The  lieutenant,  kneeling  before  Mr s.  Lctllin,  told  her, 
thit  he  was  the  only  prifoner  now  on  board  the  fhip ; that 
die  had  bound  him  in  the  ftrongeft  chains;  that  he  was 
captive  to  her  charms,  and  therefore  begg’d  fhe  would  ac- 
cept him  for  a lover,  (lie  being  as  dear  to  him  as  his  foul. 

1 look  upon,  continued  he.  thefervice  I have  now  done 
you,  as  the  beginning  of  my  felicity.  Condefcend,  dear- 
lady,  fays  he,  to  make  me  compleatly  happy  ; fori  (hall 
take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  1 am  born  of  a good  family,, 
have  wealth  enough,  and  love  you  with  an  excefs  of  pai- 
fion.  I am  furpriz’d  Sir,  replied  Mrs.  Lallin,  how  you', 
can  love  me;  for  I am  neither  young  nor  handfome.-  and  : 

ypu.i 


396  The  Life  of 

you  certainly  might  meet  with  a lady  who  would  fuk 
you  better,  madam,  anfwered  the  lieutenant,  I fhall  ne- 
ver be  happy  unlefs  I marry  you.  Well,  Sir,  fays  Mrs. 
Lallin. , fin ce  you  fancy  that  I fhall  be  able  to  contribute  to 
your  fetisfaftion,  I accept  with  pleafure  the  offer  you 
make  me,  and  now  confirm  it  with  my  hand.  We’ll 
conclude  every  thing  as  foon  as  we  come  to  Toulon  , and 
in  the  mean  time  will  ftudy  one  another’s  tempers,  by 
which  means  we  fhall  find  whether  there  is  a probability 
of  our  living  happy  together.  Dear  lady,  replied  he, 
crown  my  wifhes  immediately.  But  Mrs.  Lallin  defiring 
to  have  a little  private  converlation  with  us  and  her  bro- 
ther, before  (he  gave  him  a diredb  anfwer,  Mr.  Long- 
champ  confented  to  it,  and  cried  as  he  withdrew,  I ear- 
neftly  conjure  you  by  all  things  dear,  to  obtain  the  lady’s 
content. 

When  we  were  retired  with  her  brother,  (he  defir  ed 
him  to  relate  his  teveral  adventures,  from  the  time  he  had 
left  his  father’s  houfe.  Dear  fifter,  fays  he,  I long  as 
much  to  hear  your  ftory,  as  you  do  to  know  mine : But 
this  is  not  the  bufinefs  at  this  time,  and  we  may  defer  it 
to  another  day  $ come,  let  us  talk  upon  our  fuitor’s  affair. 
I find  you  have  accepted  his  offer,  but  that  you  don’t  care 
to  marry  him  till  we  arrive  at  Toulon.  1 find  by  your  con^ 
fent,  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  your  heart.  But  if. 
I may  advife,  marry  him  out  of  hand.  I have  often 
heard  talk  of  Mr.  de  Longchamp,  and  I’ll  allure  you,  al- 
ways in  the  moft  advantageous  terms.  He  has  a very  con- 
siderable eftate,  which  will  enable  you  to  make  a very 
handfome  figure  in  the  world  j and  as  he  is  born  of  a very 
honourable  family,  and  is  a gentleman  both  in  his  air  and 
convention,  where  can  you  be  better  match’d?  1 be- 
lieve all  you  fay,  replied  the  filler  $ but  methinks  you  go 
too  faff.  She  fpoke  the  laft  words  with  luch  an  air  as 
obliged  me  to  fpeak  as  follows.  As  'twould  not  be  above 
three  weeks  before  we  fhould  be  fettled,  in  Toulon , fhe 
ought  to  facrifice  that  time  to  the  ardent  wi  fhes  of  our  ge- 
nerous deliverer.  She  ft  ill  infilled  on  the  formalities  re- 
quired on  thefe  occafions,  when  my  daughter  faid,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  your  lover  form’d  this  defign  ever  fince  he 
fir  ft  faw  you.  She  had  no  fboner  fpoke  this,  but  fhe 
opened  the  cabbin  door,  and  calling  Mr.  Longchamp,  fhe 
asked  him  upon  what  terms  he  intended  t©  marry  Mrs. 

Lallin  ? 


Mr.  Cleveland.  jpj 

Lallin  ? As  fhe  is  miflrefs  of  my  heart,  replied  he,  Hie 
alfo  fhallbe  miflrefs  of  my  fortune ; and  if  fhe  will  con  - 
fent,the  chaplain  of  the  fhip  fhall  marry  us  immediately,, 
for  here  are  witneffes  enough ; and  I' here  take  heaven  to 
witnefs,  that  I will  be  faithful  to  her  till  the  time  of  my 
death.  I make  you  the  fame  promife,  faid  Mrs.  Lallin, 
holding  out  her  hand  ; andfince  Mrs.  Bridge , her  amiable 
daughter,  and  my  brother  advife  me  to  accept  your  offers, 

I here  accept  of  them  with  all  my  heart.  May  heaven  be 
propitious  to  our  marriage  ! honour  and  virtue  are  dearer 
to  me  than  life,  and  this  I hope  to  evince  by  my  whole 
condudl.  This  excellent  woman  feem’d  to  melt,  as  fhe 
pronounced  thefe  words,  and  one  would  have  imagin’d 
that  (he  had  a fore-knowledge  of  what  would  happen  to- 
ller. 

And  now  Mr .Longchamp  prepared  everything  for  the 
marriage,  and  as  he  knew  we  (hould  not  be  prefent  at  it, 
he  defir’d  me  to  give  orders  for  the  dinner,  in  the  mean 
time;  and  immediately  calling  the  chief  cook,  he  bid  him 
obey  all  my  commands.  1 allur’d  the  bride  and  bridegroom, 
that  tho’  my  daughter  and  I fhould  not  be  prefent  at  the 
marriage,  weneverthelefs  would  implore  heaven  to  blefs 
it,  and  grant  them  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  profperity. 

After  we  were  feparated,  I took  the  opportunity,  -as  I 
gave  the  cook  direftions,  to  view  thefeveral  parts  of  the 
fhip.  I was  furpriz’d  at  what  Ifaw,  and  will  confefs  I 
fhould  never  have  believ’d,  in  cafe  I had  not  been  an  eye- 
witnefs  to  it,  that  there  could  have  been  fo  many  places 
for  the  flowing  fo  prodigious  a quantity  of  provifions. 
I will  allure  you  that  1 found  wherewithal  to  make  a 
furnptuous  dinner,  and  took  care  to  provide  a handfome 
entertaiment  for  the  whole  crew. 

After  the  ceremonies  were  ended,  I went  with  Betz,y, 
and  congratulated  the  new  married  couple  on  their  mar- 
riage. The  bride  flew  to  my  arms,  and  clafping  me  with 
the  utmofl  tendernefs,  I hope,  faye  fhe,  that  Mr.  de  Long- 
champ  is  as  good  a man  as  his  countenance  feems  to  pro- 
mife him,  for  otherwife  I fhall  be  the  mod  unhappy  wp- 
manin  the  world.  But  if  he  proves  what  I hope  he  will, 
I fhall  be  compleatly  happy;  efpecially  if  I fhould  one 
day  have  the  good  fortune  to  fee  again  dear  Mrs.  Cleveland 
and  her  fpoufe.  Shall  we  never  hear  of  them  ? What  a 
pleafure  would  it  be  to  me,  could  1 know  that  this  amiable 
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couple,  with  whom  I have  had  fo  many  happy  days,  were 
as  bleft  as  I could  wifh  them.  If  ever  you  fee  them  again, 

I befeech  you,  dear  Mrs.  'Bridge,  (clafping  me  again  in  her 
arms)  to  affine  them  that  they  are  feldom  a moment  out  of 
my  thoughts,  and  nothing  but  death  can  blot  them  from 
my  memory.  The  bridegroom  came  then,  and  join’d  in 
the  conversation.  He  feem’d  to  be  a man  of  the  utmofi 
merit,  vaftly  polite,  and  to  have  an  ardent  paffion  for  his 
wife,  which  gave  me  inexpreffiblefatisfa&ion.  We  din’d, 
and  fpent  the  evening  very  pleafantly  ; and  after  a few 
ceremonies,  put  our  good  friend  to  bed. 

Thegreateft  joy  was  feen  in  every  part  of  the  fhip ; and 
Mr.  Longchamp  g avefuch  good  orders,  that  the  foldiers 
and  Tailors  fuddled  themfelves  without  once  falling  out ; a 
circumftance  that  feldom  happens  among  that  kind  of 
people. 

Next  morning  the  new  married  couple  feem’d  mighty 
well  pleafedwith  one  another,  and  the  fight  of  them  re- 
newed our  joys.  The  crew  were  regal’d  a fecond  time, 
and  behav’d  as  orderly  as  the  day  before.  The  winds  and ' 
waves  favoured  us,  and  drove  us  fafely  towards  Toulon. 
Mr.  Longchamp  thought  it  neceflary,  before  he  went  on 
fhore,  to  draw  up  a relation  of  the  quarrel  between  the 
captain  andhimfelf,  fign’d  by  the  molt  confiderable  per- 
fons  on  board  the  fhip.  Every  one  was  proud  to  fet  their 
hands  on  this  occafion,but  our  generous  deliverer  was  con- 
tented with  a general  teftimonial  j and  indeed  he  had  little 
occafion  for  it,  no  man  having  ever  enjoy’d  a more  univer- 
fal  good  reputation. 

In  a few  days  we  arriv’d  in  the  midfl:  of  feftivity  and  de* 
light,  at  Toulon.  Being  landed,  Mr.  de  Longchamp  ordered 
his  vale  de  chambre  to  wait  upon  us  to  his  houfe,  which 
indeed  was  a very  fine  one.  As  for  himfelf,  he  went  to 
the  commitfioners  of  the  navy  to  give  in  the  date  of  his 
affairs,  and  to  defire  them  togive  orders  for  difcharging  the 
crew,  becaufethe  fhip  wanted  to  be  refitted.  Not  long, 
after  he  came  home,  and  hearing  that  I was  enquiring  for 
a lodging  in  the  city,  for  myfelf  and  Betzy,  till  fuch  time, 
as  we  might  have  an  opportunity  of  going  for  England 
madam,  fays  he  to  his  lady,  will  you  fufrer  thefe  good 
friends  to  live  out  of  our  houfe  ? Did  not  you  intreat  them .. 
not  to  leave  you  but  upon  an  abfolute  neceffity  ? Dear  Mr; 
Longchamp , replied  lhe,  I. think  myfelf  iamuch  mifirefs,  . 
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in  your  houfe,  as  to  be  allowed  to  take  that  liberty.  I have 
us’d  all  the  arguments  pofflble,  to  prevail  with  them  to- 
ftay  j but  they  are  fo  hard  hearted  as  to  refolve  to  leave  us 
to  morrow,  and  for  very  poor  reafons.  Nay,  fays  I,  if 
they  perfift  in  their  refolution,  I will  go  and  give  imme- 
diate orders  for  imprifoning  the  two  Dutch  gentlemen 
whom  I had  fct  at  liberty  merely  at  Mrs.  Bridge's  requell. 
Betzy  at  thefe  words  immediately  cried  out,  madam,  let 
us  flay  here  till  we  get  news  of  my  dear  uncle  Cleveland. 
Where  (hall  we  find  fo  excellent  a friend  as  Mrs.  Long- 
champ,  and  in  whofe  acquaintance  we  have  been  fo  long 
happy?  Since  her  fpoufe  is  fo  urgent,  I beg  you  to  ac- 
quiefee  with  his  defires.  If  I yield  replied  I,  to  Betzy,  ’tis 
not  at  your  intreaties,  but  out  of  gratitude  for  Mr.  Long- 
champ's  civilities,  and  the  great  and  continued  friend fflip 
I have  had  for  his  lady.  I don’t  know  how  I (hall do  when 
I leave  them  to  go  for  England  ; ’twill  be  death  for  me  to 
live  from  them  and  the  thoughts  of  our  feparation  tor- 
tures me.  However,  let  us  not  anticipate  our  afflictions ; 
my  daughter  and  I will  enjoy  your  company  as  long  as  we 
pofflbly  can,  upon  condition  that  you’ll  give  us  notice  of 
the  very  inftant  we  begin  to  be  troublefome.  That  we 
promife,  anfwer’d  both ; when  Mrs.  Longchamp  throw- 
ing her  arms  about  my  neck ; if  you  keep  your  word, 
added  (he,  nothing  but  death  (hall  feparate  us.  I then  em- 
braced her  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs,  and  told  her,  that 
I would  make  all  the  enquiry  pofflble  after  my  brother  and 
dear  fpoufe.  I f I get  any  information  about  them,  con- 
tinued I,  and  know  where  they  are,  we’ll  then  fee  if  it 
be  pofflble  for  us  to  live  feparate.  I mult  inform  you,  re- 
plied Mrs.  Longchamp , of  afecret,  and  makeapropofalto 
my  dear  husband.  You  are  to  know,  madam,  thathehas 
promifed  me  to  leave  the  fervice,  and  to  fpend  his  days  ei- 
ther in  this  city,  or  at  our  country  houfe;  and  that  the 
piopofallhaveto^make  Mr.  Longchamp,  is,  that  if  you 
get  any  news  of  your  relations,  whom  you  doubtlefs  then 
will  go  to;  that  -my  fpoufe  and  I may  accompany  you  on 
thatoccalion.  I confent  to  this,  fays  Mr.  Longchamp  in 
the  molt  obliging  terms;  and  be  afflir’d  that  I lhall  take 
a lingular  pleafure,  and  think  it  a great  honour,  to  vilic 
perfons  for  whom  you  have  fo  tender  an  affection.  After 
this  we  fettled  the  whole  matter. 


The 


400  The  Life  of 

The  very  next  day  that  Mr.  Longchamp'  s return  and  his 
bringing  a lady  with  him  whom  he  had  married,  were 
known  in  Toulon , all  perfons  of  the  greateft  diftin&ion 
in  that  city,  came  and  paid  him  their  compliments.  Every 
one  of  the  vilitants  feemed  vaftly  pleafed  with  the  eafy, 
polite  carriage  of  the  bride,  and  invitations  were  made 
them  from  every  quarter.  You  will  believe  that  we  lhared 
in  all  their  parties  of  pleafure.  Thefelaftedfeveral  weeks  j 
but  our  friend  finding  that  fhe  was  breeding,  began  to  lead 
fuch  a life  as  fuited  her  condition,  for  fear  of  injuring  the 
future  infant.  Herfpoufewho  now  had  obtained  a dif- 
charge  from  his  majefty,  after  having  been  applauded  for 
fending  his  wretch  of  a captain  out  of  the  world,  delired  us 
to  retire  to  a country-feat  of  his  about  twelve  miles  from 
Toulon , which  we  had  frequently  vifited  j and  to  con- 
tinue there  till  his  wife  fhould  be  delivered . He  faid,  that 
he  would  intreat  his  moil  intimate  friends  to  defer  the 
vifitsthey  doubtlefs  intended  to  pay  him,  till  fhe  was  up 
again. 

Accordingly  we  went  to  his  country-feat,  which  tho* 
a little  antique,  yet  difcovered  a magnificence  that  was 
greatly  pleafing  to  the  eye.  We  faw  but  very  little  com; 
pany,  but  Mr.  Longchamp  went  almoft  every  week  to 
Toulon,  but  always  returned  the  fame  evening.  In  the 
mean  time  his  lady  advanc’d  very  happily  in  her  preg->- 
nancy. 

I forgot  to  obferve  that  Mr.  Lcdlin  had  fet  out  fecretly 
from  the  country-feat  the  firfltime  we  vifited  it,  and  made 
the  beft  of  his  way  to  Roan,  as  he  told  us  at  his  return 
from  that  city.  Hisdefignin  this  was,  to  inquire  privately 
after  a certain  unhappy  affair,  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  his  youth.  Ashe  had  not  once  revealed  the  leaft 
particular  relating  to  his  life,  or  his  defign,  to  his  lifter; 
he  only  left  a letter  fealed  on  the  table,  and  directed  to  Mrs. 
Longchamp,  and  the  contents  of  it  were  fuch,  that  we 
did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it.  Thefe  were  the  words. 
“ I beg  you  dear  lifter  not  to  be  troubled  for  my  abfence. 
“ I’ll  endeavour  to  come  back  to  you,  by  that  time  you 
“ are  delivered  j and  I hope  to  appear  in  luch  a manner  as 
“ will  give  you  pleafure.  Let  not  your  love  for  me  lcfi- 
“ fen  during  this  feparation.  Heighten  that  which  your 
“ fpoufe  already  bears  me,  and  recommend  me  to  the  fa-- 
“_vour  of  the  two  ladies  your  excellent  friends.” 


Mrs,*. 
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Mrs.  Longchamp,  my  daughter,  and  I,  ufed  frequently 
to  walk  in  the  garden,  which  indeed  was  exceedingly  plea- 
fant.  Whenever  her  fpoufe  favoured  us  with  his  com- 
pany, he  took  care  to  give  us  all  the  little  diverfions  that 
the  countiy  could,  afford.  Sometimes  we  angled,  at 
other  times  wecatched  fmall  birds  in  nets,  or  rabbits  in  a 
little  warren,  which  was  juft:  by  his  houfe,  and  furround- 
ed  with  a beautiful  ftream.  In  this  manner  we  pafs’d  the 
time  very  agreeably,  and  as  walking  began  to  be  very  un- 
eafy  to  Mrs.  Longchamp,  efpscially  as  we  had  rainy  wea- 
ther, we  (laid  pretty  much  at  home  during  the  laft  fix 
weeks  of  her  pregnancy. 

You  may  remember,  that  fhe  was  a very  devout  wo- 
man, and  a conftantobferver  of  the  feveral  duties  of  reli- 
gion. Asfoonasfhe  was  got  into  the  country,  a great 
number  of  Monks  of  all  orders,  came  and  vifited  her  and 
Mr.  Longchamp.  Among  the  feveral  perfons  who  pre- 
fcnted  themfelves,  fhe  pitched  upon  a jefuit  for  her  confefi- 
for;  and  fhe  frequently  told  me,  that  fhe  believed  him  a. 
perfon  of  wonderful  piety.  Her  fpoufe,  to  gratify  her 
defire,  fent  for  this  jefuit  almofi:  every  day.  The  three  laft: 
days  before  her  delivery,  Mr.  Longchamp  defired  his  fu- 
perior  to  permit  the  confeffor  to  refide  in  his  houfe,  in  or- 
der that  he  might  be  ready  to  aftTifl:  his  lady  in  her  devotion, 
in  cafe  of  an  immediate  neceflity.  Mr.  Longchamp  was 
immediately  indulged  his  requeft  ; and  accordingly  the 
jefuit  came  and  lodged  in  the  houfe,  there  to  pray  for  Mrs. 
Longchamp’s  happy  delivery. 

Mr.  Lallin  returned  back  to  us  as  He  had  promifed  in  the 
abovementioned  letter;  but  as  he  arrived  only  a moment 
before  the  delivery,  he  had  fcarce  time  to  embrace  his  li- 
fter. A little  after  he  had  left  the  room,  fhe  was  delivered 
of  a boy.  This  gave  inexpreftible  joy  to  Mr.  Longchamp , 
who  returned  never-ceafing  thanks  to  heaven  upon  that 
account,  befeeching  it  to  fuccour  both  the  mother  and  the 
babe.  He  and  the  jefuit  ufed  to  walk  fometimes,  after 
this,  in  a room  that  joined  to  ours,  where  I could  hear  Mr. 
Longchamp  ask  the  ecclefiaftic’s  advice  concerning  the  edu- 
cation he  fhould  give  his  fon ; exprefting  a very  great  unea- 
finefs,  that  "twasnot  in  his  power  to  inftrueft  him  in  all 
things  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  know. 

Six  days  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the  jefuit  returned 
to  his  convent,  whither  Mr.  L mgehamp  fent  a fet  of  fplen- 

did 
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did  ornaments  for  the  altar.  Mr.  Lallin  alfo  fet  out  for 
Roan-,  and  all  we  cou’d  learn  from  him,  was,  that  his  af- 
fair went  on  very  happily,  but  that  it  would  be  a long  time 
before  it  would  be  ended. 

’Twou’d  take  up  too  many  hours,  fliould  I relate  to  you 
all  that  happen’d fince  that  time.  Mrs.  Longchamp  £uck- 
led  the  child  herfelf,  and  ’twas  the  only  one  they  ever  had  j 
and  indeed,  ’twas  as  beautiful  a babe  as  ever  was  feen . At 
eight  years  of  age  he  had  as  much  wit  as  a child  of  fixteen 
and  he  feem’d  born  to  form  his  parents  joy.  This  engag- 
ing couple  were  bleft  with  perpetual  profperity,  and  their 
life  was  one  uninterrupted  feries  of  well-judg’d  pleafures. 
Surrounded  with  a very  polite  neighbourhood,  they  vi- 
fited  one  another  conftantly  with  the  mod  agreeable  fami- 
liarity, on  which  occafions  they  would  entertain  one  ano- 
ther in  an  elegant,  but  not  profufe  manner.  My  daugh- 
ter and  I were  prefentatall  thefe  ; and  were  exceedingly 
obliged  to  all  parties,  for  employing  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours to  make  us  pafs  all  our  hours  agreeably.  I fent 
letters  to  every  quarter,  to  get,  if  pofiible,  fome  informa- 
tion of  you,  but  was  fo  unhappy  as  not  to  hear  of  you, 
till  within  thefe  fix  weeks*  Hearing  in  general,  that  you 
had  chang’d  your  name,  that  you  had  enjoy’d  a confider- 
able  employment  at  court,  but  that  you  had  left  it  I told 
Mr.  Longchamp  and  his  fpoufe,  that  I challenged  their 
promife,  and  intreated  them  to  go  with  me  into  England , 
where  I had  heard  that  you  led  an  eafy  calm  life  with  Mrs. 
Cleveland.  The  firft  wifh’d  me  joy  for  the  news  I had 
heard  of  your  being  fbill  alive  j adding,  that  they  were 
very  forry  to  think  we  fhould  foon  be  feparated,  but  would 
be  as  good  as  their  word ; and  that  they  would  have  the 
pleafure,  efpecially  his  fpoufe,  to  fee  once  again  two 
perfons  for  whom  they  had  an  uncommon  value. 

We  now  prepar’d  every  thing  for  our  departure  j and  I 
waited  with  Betzy,  to  take  leave  of  all  our  acquaintance, 
and  to  return  them  thanks  for  all  their  favours.  I can  aifure 
you  that  a multitude  of  tears  were  fhed  on  this  occaiion. 
The  eveningbefore  the  day  we  were  to  fet  out,  Mrs.  Long - 
champ  went  to  bed,  whilft  her  husband  went  to  write  fome 
letters.  We  were  at  that  time  in  the  country,  and  the  jefuit 
(her  confeifor  was  come  to  wifh  her  a good  voyage.  Mr. 
Longchamp  did  not  go  to  bed  till  day-break,  when  his  fpoufe 
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Rearing  Rim  coming,  ask’d  whether  he  were  out  of  or- 
der? Heanfwered,  I am  not , but  have  juft  ended  my  let* 
ters,  and  am  coming  to  bed.  You  jeft,  replied  fhe,  for 
’tis  not  a moment  lince  you  left  me.  They  argued  the 
matter  fo  long,  that  it  appeared  at  laft  that  another  man 
had  gone  to  bed  to  her.  Mr.  Longchamp  did  not  fufpe£f 
his  wife’s  fidelity,  but  run  likea  madman  up  and  down  the 
houfe;  and  flies  for  confolation,  to  the  jefuit  who  was 
not  gone  to  bed.  They  called  for  him  every  where,  when 
at  laft  a groom  came,  and  faid,  that  he  was  gone  away 
upon  a horfe  he  had  taken  out  of  the  liable  having^ 
told  him  that  Mr.  Longchamp  had  fenthim  toToulon  with 
letters  which  required  the  utmoft  difpatch.  Mr.  Long- 
champ  return’d  immediately  into  his  bed-chamber, when  a- 
las  l he  law  a moft  mournful  fight.  Juft  as  he  entered  it,  his 
fpoufefaid,  that  he  might  remember  fhe  had  told  him  on 
their  wedding-day,  that  honour  and  virtue  were  dearer  to 
her  than  life,;  and  fire  no  fooner  {poke  thefe  words, but  cry- 
ing out, lord  recei  ve  my  fpirit,  fhe  ftabb’d  herfelf  with  a knife 
to  the  heart,  immediately  her  husband  was  goingto  lay  vio- 
lent hands  upon  himfelf,  but  was  prevented  by  his  fervants, 
who  threw  themfelves  upon  him. 

Our  apartment  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  houfe,  where 
we  flept  very  fweetly,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  this 
fad  cataftrophe.  At  la  ft  we  were  called — > Difpenfe,  cried 
Mrs.  Bridge , fhedding  a flood  of  tears,  with  my  deferi’-. 
bing  to  you  the  agonies  with  which  we  were  feized.  Her 
daughter  had  left  the  room  juft  before  fhe  was  come  to  the 
fad  relation  of  a friend,  who  could  not  but  be  infinitely 
dear  to  them. 

As  for  my  wife,  fhe  fainted  away,  whom  I ran  to  fuc- 
cour,  tho’  I was  almoft  as  weak  as  fhe  was,  and  could  not 
retrain  from  tears.  At  laft  fne  revived  when  I did  all  that 
lay  in  my  power  to  cheer  her  after  the  doleful  ftory.  A- 
las!  faid  Fanny,  I had  flattered  myfelf  with  the  fond 
hopes  of  feeing  her  here,  but  now  ’twill  be  impoflible. 
Thou  infamous  jefuit ! deteftable  brute  will  heaven  fuffer 
thee  to  die  unpunifhed  ? 

Let  us  change  this  converfation,  dear  Fanny  fays  I,  and 
think  of  thed*fign  we  lately  meditated.  Let  us  deliver 
ourielves  with  freedom  to  my  lifter  Bridge,  concerning  the 
charming  Betzy.  You  cannot  but  remember,  dear  lifter, 
that  before  our  fad  feparation,  that  we  faw.  with  inexpref- 
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fible  pleafure  the  great  fondnefs  which  was  between  oiir 
children,  the  moment  they  were  able  to  know  one  ano- 
ther. I have  a mind  to  order  my  Ton  to  come  home  im- 
mediately,and  willdelirehishighnefs  the  prince  of  Orange’s 
leave  for  that  purpofe.  I won’t,  however,  anticipate  my 
fon’s  pleasure,  by  telling  him  that  you  are  here ; and  believe 
we  fhall  fee  him  in  a fortnight  at  farthefl.  I figure  to  my- 
felf  the  joy  he  will  feel  to  fee  you  here ; and  I am  fure  that 
he  loves  Betsey  as  dearly  as  ever,  and  that  his  paffion  for  her 
will  increafe  the  moment  he  fees  her. 

If  my  niece  has  no  averfion  — Dear  brother,  reply’d 
my  filler  Bridge  my  daughter  has  been  addrefs’d  by  a 
great  many  fuitors  of  confequence  in  France,  who  were 
ror  marrying  her  immediately,  but  fhe  always  reje&ed 
their  importunities:  and  fhe  has  told  me  a thoufand  times, 
when  we  were  alone,  that  fhe  would  never  marry  any 
man  but  her  dear  coufin;  and  that  in  cafe  he  were  dead, 
flie  was  fully  determined  to  lead  a fingle  life.  But  poffi- 
bly,  continued  fhe,  my  nephew’s  mind  may  be  chang’d ; 
let  us  therefore  fufpend  our  refolution  till  he  comes $ and 
we  then  fhall  fee  what  heaven  will  think  fit  to  ordafn, 
with  regard  to  a union  which  feems  fo  agreeable  to  you  j 
and  which  in  aH  probability,  will  form  my  daughter’s 
happinefs,  and  my  fatisfa&ion. 

My  wife  was  fo  extremely  delighted  with  this  dif- 
courfe,  that  {he  quite  recovered  from  the  melancholy  into 
which  the  relation  of  the  tragical  end  of  fo  dear  a friend 
had  plunged  her.  Betzy  coming  in  that  moment,  fhe 
clafp’d  her  in  her  arms,  and  carefs’d  her  with  fo  much 
fondnefs,  and  asked  her  fo  many  tender  queflions,  as 
plainly  fhew’d  the  great  friendfhip  fhe  had  for  this  young 
perfon,  who  indeed  was  perfeflly  handfome,  finely 
fhap’d,  amiable,  and  witty  as  an  angel. 

I was  very  urgent  with  my  fon  to  come  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  In  the  mean  time,  I one  day  related  to  my  filler 
Bridge,  all  that  had  happened  to  us,  fince  we  had  been 
cruelly  torn  afunder.  She  was  deeply  afflidled  when  I told 
her  the  tragical  end  of  our  dear  fon  Billy ; and  fhed  an 
abundance  of  tears  as  I told  her  that  deplorable  accident, 
a few  particulars  of  which  flic  had  heard  before.  She 
had  forbore  mentioning  it  to  me,  for  fear  of  awaking 
the  remembrance  of  fo  difmal  afeene  and  I took  an  op- 
portunity of  acquainting  her  with  it,  when  my  wife  and 
niece. were. taking  a turn  in  the  garden.  Betzy 
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~Betz,y  was  telling  her. how  Mr.  Lallin,  being  at  eighteen 
years  of  age,  diftradfedly  in  love  with  a very  beautiful 
young  lady  of  Roan,  his  coufin,  had  been  affronted  by 
the  fon  of  a nobleman,  who  was  in  great  favour  with  the 
king.  That  exafperated  one  day  at  the  airs  heoften  gave 
himlclf  before  his  relation,  he  had  defired  him  to  behave 
with  more  decency ; but  that  the  other  making  a very 
rude  anfwer,  a great  quarrel  enfued,  when  both  drawing, 
Mr.  Lallin  killed  his  rival.  That  flying  away  immediately, 
a profecution  had  been  carried  on  againft  him,  but  in  pri- 
vate. That  the  father  of  the  deceafed  dying,  no  farther 
fearch  was  made  after  him,  but  that  he  had  always  been 
afraid  of  returning  home,  and  therefore  entered  into  the 
ferviceof  Charles  the  eleventh  of  Sweden,  by  whofe  me- 
diation, he  had  obtained  a free  pardon  from  the  king. 
That  returning  to  France  on  board  a little  Swedifi  veffel, 
which  the  captain,  whom  Mr.  Longchamp  kill’d,  would 
fain  have  had  pafs’d  fora  Hollander, he  had  taken  him  prifo- 
ner.  That  Mr.  Longchamp  having  after  the  death  of  that 
captain,  married  his  ( Tallin’s ) After,  he  had  taken  the 
opportunity,  whilft  he  went  into  the  country  with  his 
lady,  to  fue  out  his  pardon.  That  being  at  Roan,  he  was 
greatly  furpriz’d  to  find  his  coufin  ftill  living,  who  from 
the  time  of  his  abfence,  was  determined  not  to  marry ; 
but  upon  his  arrival  had  confented  to  be  his  bride,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  make  him  poffefforof  a very  confidera- 
ble  fortune.  All  this  had  taken  up  no  little  time  ,•  but  his 
nuptials  weFe  fcarce  over,  before  he  heard  of  his  lifter’s 
melancholy  end.  This,  faysEw^jy,  isthe  hiftory  in  few 
words,  of  Mr.  Lallin , who,  hearing  that  Mr.  de  Longchamp 
had  died  with  grief  for  his  wife’s  untimely  end,  had  been 
gone  to  Toulon,  in  order  to  take  care  of  his  infant- nephew’s 
affairs.  Immediately  after  he  had  completely  fettled  them, 
we  all  let  out  together  from  Toulon,  and  afterwards  went 
to  Roan,  where  we  faw  hisfpoufe.who,  tho’  fhe  was  forty 
years  old,  had  ftill  a lively  bloom  in  her  complexion.  We 
ftaida  fortnight  at  her  houfe,  all  which  time  we  fpent 
very  agreeably  5 after  which,  my  mother  and  I fet  out, 
in  order  to  unite  ourfelves  to  you,  the  deareft  friends  we 
have  in  the  world ; and  we  thank  heaven  for  having 
brought  us  fo  happily  together. 

T welve  days  after  I had  writto  my  fon,  I received  an 
anfwer,  by  which  I found  that  he  would  fet  out  imme- 
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diately  , and  four  days  after  this,  Bring  came  one  morn- 
ing very  early,  and  told  me  that  he  was  arriv’d.  Prefently 
I arofe,  without  making  the  leaft  noife,  or  waking  my 
wife.  I had  ftri&ly  order’d  all  my  fervants,  that  in  cafe 
my  fon  would  ask  whether  there  were  any  Grangers  in 
the  houfe,  to  anfwer  that  there  were  none.  I foon  went 
to  the  room  where  he  was,  and  embrac’d  him  with  the  ut- 
moft  tendernefs.  He  enquired  with  extreme  eagernefs 
after  his  mother’s  health  ; and  after  telling  him  that  fhe 
was  well,  and  would  be  overjoy’d  to  fee  him  $ I fpoke 
to  him  in  pretty  near  thefe  words,  in  order  to  found  his 
inclinations. 

After  the  misfortune,  my  dear  fon,  fays  I to  him, 
which  has  befallen  us,  by  ourlofing  your  brother,  in  fo 
tragical  a manner,  your  mother  and  I are  refolved  to  have 
you  quit  the  fervicej  to  come  and  live  with  us,  and  to 
procure  you ’fuch  a match  as  may  be  agreeable  and  advan- 
tageous to  you.  Now  we  have  made  choice  of  a young 
Lady,  as  lovely  and  amiable  as  an  angel,  extreamly  witty 
and  virtuous.  We  think  that  this  match  will  be  very  great 

— Alas ! replied  he,  my  worthy  Sir,  don’t  force 

me  to  difobedience.  You  know  the  tender  pafiion  I have 
nourifhed  fo  long  in  my  bofom . . I have  loft,  and  that  for 
ever,  my  dear  Betzy,  my  amiable  couftn:  permit  me 
therefore  to  live  a fingle  life,  fince  that  is  my  firm  refolu- 
tion  ; I can  never  be  happy  now  fhe  is  gone.  If  I marry 
another,  we  fhall  both  be  miferable ; and  therefore,  Sir, 
as  you  have  always  loved  me  with  the  moft  tender  affedti- 
on,  would  you  have  me  married  to  a woman  whom  it 
will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  love  ? 

I anfwer’d,  that  ’twas  my  opinion,  the  match  I pro- 
pos’d to  him  would  not  be  fo  unhappy  as  he  imagin’d  * 
that  after  he  had  feen  the  lady,  in  cafe  he  did  not  like  her, 
he  then  m ight  be  at  his  own  1 iber ty ; that  this  match  had 
been  only  proje&ed,  but  not  agreed  upon,  by  the  parents 
on  each  fide,  fo  that  nothing  would  be  done  without  the 
confent  of  both  parties : That  the  young  lady  and  her 
mother  were  in  the  houfe,  and  not  up  yet*  and  therefore 
that  he  fhould  go  and  drefs  himfelf  in  a fuitable  manner  to 
appear  before  them,  and  that  I in  the  mean  time  would 
go  and  acquaint  his  mother  with  his  arrival.  Accordingly 
I did  fo  i and  my  wife  in  the  higheft  tranfports  of  joy, 
threw  om  her  clothes,  and  fent  for  him  in.  I had  told  her 

the 
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the  artifice  I had  employed  in  order  to  found  the  inclinati- 
ons of  our  fon,  who,  fays  I,  loves  his  coufin  dearer  than 
ever,  but  is  firmly  perfuaded  he  (hall  never  fee  her  more. 
Our  foncame  in,  but  in  great  confufion,  and  feemingly 
oppreftwith  a deep  melancholy.  His  mother  who  was 
affli&ed  at  the  fight,  cried,  fon,  how  can  you  exprefs  fo 
much  uncalinefs  at  the  match  which  your  father  propo- 
ses to  you,  when’tis  fo  very  advantageous,  and  the  only 
thing  in  the  world  you  defire  ? What  will  your  dear  Bet- 
zy fay,  if  fhe  hears  that  you  refufe  to  marry  her?  Betzy , 
fays  he,  in  the  utmoft  tranfport ! Is  (lie  here?  Let  me 
fly  to  the  inchanting  creature,  and  throw  myfelf  at  her 
feet.  What!  fhall  I again  fee  that  fweet  angel  and  her 
excellent  mother  ? Dear  father,  mother,  how  happy  am 
I ? but  don’t  deceive  me : Is  my  Betzy  ftill  alive  ? 

My  wife,  overjoy’d  to  fee  my  fon  in  fuch  raptures, 
went  and  awak’d  my  After  Bridge  and  her  daughter,  and 
told  them  of  our  fon’s  arrival.  They  were  foon  drefs’d, 
and  immediately  fent  for  us.  At  our  coming  into  the 
room,  my  fon  was  in  great  perplexity,  for  his  heart  was 
attracted  towards  Betzy , whilft  reafon  drew  him  towards 
her  mother.  However,  they  foon  put  him  out  of  his 
pain;  for  both  advancing  towards  him,  they  threw  their 
arms,  about  his  neck,  when  we  heard  three  voices  cry. 
Heavens ! and  do  I fee  you  again  ? This  was  a very  tender 
meeting.  Mrs.  Cleveland  embraced  them  all  in  the  moft 
affedfionate  manner,  when  directing  herfelf  to  our  fon ; 
how  greatly,  faid  fhe,  are  you  obliged  to  us,  for  fending 
to  you  in  fuch  hafte,  in  order  for  you  to  fee  two  ladies 
who  are  fo  dear  to  us ; whofe  abfence  we  had  fo  often  be- 
wail’d, and  that  without  having  the  leaft  hopes  of  our 
ever  being  fo  happy  as  to  fee  them  again  ? But  heaven  has 
at  laft  been  fo  gracious  as  to  bring  us  once  more  together, 
and,  I hope,  never  to  part.  Come,  my  fon,  let  us  give 
our  dear  friends  time  to  drefs.  Poflibly  faid  fhe  with  a 
fmile,  they  may  think  of  you,  tho5  abfent.  I anfwerfor 
myfelf,  cried  my  After  Bridge ; I alfo  anfwer  for — — 
how  Madam ! fays  her  lovely  daughter,  do  you  anfwer 
for  me  too  ? 

At  our  going  away  my  fon  look’d  back  twenty  times. 
When  we  were  got  alone  with  him,  he  fell  on  his  knees, 
and  with  the  moft  earned  intreaties  conjur’d  us  to  confent 
to  his  marriage  with  his  engaging  coufin.  His  mother 

thereupon 
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'thereupon  advis’d  him  to  confult  Mifs  Bridge  on  that  mat- 
ter, to  beg  her  confent,  and  afterwards  to  open  the  affair 
to  her  mother  ; affuring  himat  the  fame  time,  to  favour 
his  fuit  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power. 

The  mother  and  daughter  came  in,  and  we  propofeda 
walk  in  the  garden,  on  which  occafion  we  gave  the  fond 
pair  an  opportunity  of  pouring  out  their  hearts  to  each 
other.  They  foon  agreed  matters,  when  giving  each 
other  a promife,  their  marriage  was  folemniz’d  a few  days 
after,  to  the  great  fatisfa&ionof  all  parties. 

The  tranfa&ions  of  the  year  1683,  will  furnifh  the 
next  age  with  a large  field  for  refledtion ; and  it  will  be 
fcaroe  able  to  come  at  the  fource,  and  difcover  the  truth 
of  an  event  which  happened  in  England  at  that  time.  I 
mean  the  bloody  end  of  the  earl  of  Ejfex , who  having 
been  committed  to  th e Tower,  was  found  dead  the  next 
day  with  his  throat  cut.  The  fame  morning  thek — ■■ 
and  his  brother  had  been  in  the  Tower,'  to  fee  an  experi- 
ment of  a new  invention  made  on  a piece  of  cannon. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  many  confequences  may  be  drawn 
from  this  circumftance.  That  very  day  the  lord  Rujfel 
was  fentenced  tolofe  his  head,  for  having  confented,  as 
was  declared  in  the  charge,  to  furprize  the  king’sguards. 
But  as  a gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  aperfon  of  per- 
fect honour  and  abilities,  who  is  now  writing  thehiftory 
of  England,  intends  to  publifh  fome  very  curious  and  faith- 
ful anecdotes  concerning  the  reign  of  the  twobr— th--s, 

I fhall  not  make  any  further  mention  of  publick  affairs, 
from  the  time  of  my  quitting  bufinefs,  and  retiring  into 
the  country. 

During  this,  I had  fent  every  other  day  to  Rummy-hole , 
to  enquire  after  the  earl  of  R — ’s  health.  I us’d  to  fend 
him  word  from  time  to  time,  that  I would  do  myfelf  the 
honour  to  wait  upon  him,  whenever  my  prefence  could 
be  of  any  fervice.  But  at  laft  I fent  word  by  Dring,  to 
inform  him  that  I did  not  dare  to  vifit  him  with  as  much 
freedom  as  I had  done  hitherto,  becaufe  the  king  and  his 
brother  had  been  told  that  I often  went  to  thofe  fubterra- 
neous  places  i that  fpies  were  abroad,  to  difcover,  if  poffi- 
ble,  the  motives  of  my  vifits  to  them ; fo  that  I being 
afraid  of  difcover ing  him,  I begg’d  him  not  to  be 
furpriz’d,  if  he  faw  me  no  more ; that  thofe  who  had 
defir’d  me  to  be  upon  my  guard,  were  perfons  of  un- 
doubted 
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doubted  credit ; and  that  if  I might  advife,  he  fliould 
make  choice  of  fome  other  dwelling,  or  rather  fliould 
leave  England,  till  a revolution  might  happen,  and 
that  as  foon  as  poflible,  for  fear  left  fome  trick  fliould 
be  plaid  him,  1 having  been  affur’d  that  the  king  and 
the  duke  were  highly  exafperated  againft  him,  and 
were  firmly  perfuaded  that  ’twas  he  inhabited  thefc  caves. 
The  earl  fent  word,  that  he  was  greatly  obliged  to  me  for 
my  advice,  and  affur’d  me  that  he  would  leave  Rumney- 
hols  immediately i and  the  kingdom  foon  after ; and  that 
he  would  not  fail  to  acquaint  me  with  the  place  he  fliould 
go  to. 

Three  days  after  I received  fuch  news  from  court  as  de- 
termined me  to  fend  Tiring  immediately  to  the  earl.  Ac- 
cordingly he  fet  out  for  Rumney-hole,  but  alas ! what  a 
difmal  fpeXacle  did  he  fee  at  his  arrival  there!  the  earl  ly- 
ing with  his  throat  cut  in  the  midft  of  hisfervants,  who 
had  been  all  butcher’d,  and  his  amiable  coufin  lying  ftabb’d 
to  the  heart  at  the  earl’s  feet.  The  villains  had  carried  off 
all  his lordfhip’s  plate  and  jewels,  and  Bring  obferv’d,  that 
the  young  Jady’s  ear-rings  had  been  forc’d  out  of  her  ears, 
which  were  all  torn.  He  foon  left  that  fatal  fpot,  and  not 
finding  C in  his  abode,  nor  any  of  his  furniture  re- 

maining, he  rode  with  all  fpeed  to  give  me  an  account  of 
the  fad  cataftrophe.  I at  firft  refolv’d  to  go  in  fearch  of 
the  murderers,  but  the  reflections  i made,  joined  to  thofe 
of  my  fon,  obliged  me  to  lay  afide  that  defign.  I there- 
fore fent  only  for  the  furgeon,  to  inquire  whether  he 
could  not  give  me  fome  information  of  this  matter ; but  I 
found  that  he  had  not  been  at  home  for  feveral  days ; and 
all  1 could  hear  was,  that  the  evening  before  the  murder, 
he  and  eight  perfons  more  had  been  feen  at  a tavern,  fince 
which  he  had  difappear’d.This  made  me  conclude, that  this 
wicked  wretch,  for  the  fake  of  the  plunder,  having  over- 
heard fome  of  the  inftruXions  I had  given  the  count,  had 
offered  his  fervices  to  the  greateft  enemies  of  this  noble- 
man, and  that  they  had  procured  him  the  eight  villains 
who  were  feen  with  him. 

This  tragical  event  railed  a multitude  of  reflexions  in 
my  mind,  and  I refolved  never  to  leave  the  retir’d  life  I 
now  followed.  The  wife  counfels  which  lord  Cla- 
rendon had  given  me,  awaked  again  in  my  remembrance, 
and  confirmed  me  in  my  defign.  I reproached  myfelf  a 
Vol.  II.  S thoufand 
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thoufand  times  for  not  having  followed  his  prudent  hints, 
for  they  would  have  preferved  me  from  innumerable  evils. 
I now  intreated  my  friends,  in  the  moft  polite  terms,  ne- 
ver to  ask  me  any  queftions  relating  to  the  court ; for  as  1 
was  abfolutely  determined  never  to  go  there  any  more,  I 
did  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  forget  the  paft  tranfa&ions 
of  it.  I now  therefore  applied  myfelf  ferioufly  to  my 
fludics,  and  enjoyed  inexpreffible  pleafureinthe  company 
of  a famous  divine,  who  quite  removed  all  the  doubts 
tvhich  the  multiplicity  of  my  affairs  in  London  had  not 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  examine. 

I ufed  all  the  arguments  poffible  with  my  fon  to  engage 
him  to  leave  the  fervice,  and  live  with  me,  buthefeem’d 
fo  averfe  to  my  propofal,  that  I left  him  at  his  liberty. 
However,  I begged  the  prince  of  Orange  to  permit  him 
to  be  abfent  one  year,  and  his  highnefs  granted  my  requeft^ 
fo  that  he  did  not  leave  us  till  his  wife  was  happily  deli- 
vered of  a fine  boy.  ‘She  went  to  Holland  with  him, 
whence  they  returned  five  months  after,  he  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  return  to  England,  and  there  continue  till 
after  the  delivery  of  his  wife,  who  was  four  months  gone 
with  her  fecond  child. 

Some  days  before  their  arrival,  as  I was  walking  in  a 
wood,  attended  only  by  Bring,  a villain  fhot  me  in  the 
arm . It  happened  very  luckily  that  two  peafants  belong- 
ing to  a farm  of  mine,  were  near  us,  and  thefe  purfuing 
the  wretch  who  had  perpetrated  this  a£t ion,  feized  him. 
In  the  mean  time  Bring  endeavoured  to  flop  the  blood, 
when  a little  after  we  heard  the  country  fellows  coming 
towards  us,  and  threatning  the  ruffian  very  feverely. 
Now,  who  fiiould  this  be,  but  the  furgeon  whom  I had 
employed  at  Rummy -hole.  I ordered  the  men  to  bind  him, 
and  he  was  carried  to  prifon.  Being  examined,  he  foon 
confeffed  that  he  had  been  fet  on  by  one  Blood,  a jefuit, 
who  had  procured  him  eight  villains  more,  and  that 
thefe  murdered  the  earl,  hiscoufin,  and  thefervants  in  the 
fubterraneous  abodes.  That  this  Blood  was  a jefuit,  and 
had  been  fet  on  by  the  c — rt.  He  was  ask’d  where  that 
mifcreant  liv’d,  but  as  he  did  not  care  toanfwer  this  que- 
stion, he  was  carried  to  the  prefs,  the  fight  of  which  ter- 
rified him  fo  much,  that  he  foon  gave  information  of  his 
dwelling. 
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I did  not  inform  any  one  but  my  fon  of  this  villainous 
delign,and  the  wound  was  fo  very  flight,  that  I ealily  con~ 
cealed  it  from  my  wife.  I gave  proper  orders  for  all  things, 
and  they  were  fo  happily  executed,  that  the  jefuit  was 
feized  and  thrown  into  prifon.  The  moment  I heard  of 
his  being  feiz’d,  1 had  a great  curiolity  to  fee  him.  But 
how  great  will  be  the  reader’s  aftonifhment  when  I tell 
him  this  villain  was  the  individual  Gelin  ? Is  it  a phantom, 
or  do  I fee  Gelin?  fays  I.  ’Tis  Gelin  himfelf  replied  he  : 

I once  was  your  friend,  but  now  my  crimes  have  made 
me  your  greateft  enemy.  I was  executed  in  effigy  only  at 
Varis.  I turn’d  Roman  catholick,  and  after  having  pafs’d 
thro’  my  novicefhip,  I was  fent  upon  a million  into  Eng- 
land. One  day  I happened  to  be  ftopt  by  a band  of 
thieves,  but  having  no  money  about  me,  one  of  them 
promifed  me  my  life,  provided  I would  join  my  felf  to 
their  gang.  This  I confented  to ; and  our  captain  having 
been  taken  and  hang’d  a few  days  after,  we  agreed  that  he 
among  us  who  fhould  undertake  and  compleat  the  boldell 
action  in  a week,  Ihould  be  declared  our  commander.  As 
I fpeak  the  j Englijh  tongue  in  perfection,  had  been  long 
rambling  about  London,  and  wasperfe&ly  well  acquainted 
with  that  city  j I found  means,  by  the.  a fli fiance  of  three 
of  our  gang,  to  carry  away  from  the  Tower,  the  Crown, 
Scepter  and  Globe.  We  were  all  fo  unlucky  as  to  be 
feiz’d  as  we  were  coming  out  of  the  Tower,  when  his 
majelly  being  delirous  of  feeing  me,  I confefs’d  that  crime 
and  a great  number  of  others.  I acknowledged  that  I de- 
ferved  to  die,  but  that  as  our  gang  conlifted  of  live  hun- 
dred men,  who  perhaps  would,  in  cafe  I Ihould  be  exe- 
cuted, murder  the  king  himfelf  j I therefore  intreated  his 
majelly  to  fave  my  life  for  his  own  fake.  That  in  cafe  he 
would  grant  me  a pardon,  I poflibly  might  do  him  lignal 
fervice  5 for  as  I was  to  be  elecfbed  captain  of  the  gang,  I 
confequently  fhould  have  a great  number  of  men  under 
my  command.  Accordingly  his  majelly  not  only  pardon- 
ed me,  but  alfo  gave  me  a penlion  of  yoo  l.  a year  in  Ire- 
land. Exafperated  at  the  happinefs  you  enjoy’d  with 
Mrs. Cleveland,  I brought  fuch  an  affliction  upon  you  as 
has  almoll  brought  you  to  the  grave.  ’TwasI  murdered 
your  fon  .Don’tinterrupt  rtie,laid  he, feeing  all  the  blood  rife 
in  my  face  : Ifaw  him, continued  he,  enter  into  the  apart- 
ment whither  the  king  was  retired.  I faw  his  majelly  leave 
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it  y when  obferving  your  fon  go  into  it,  and  wrap  himfelf 
up  in  the  king’s  cloak,  throw  himfelf  on  the  bed,  and  fall 
afleep,  I fent  a dagger  to  his  heart.  ’Twas  by  my  di- 
re&ions  that  the  earl,  his  coufin  and  fervants  were  mur- 
dered. The  furgeon  ferv’d  us  as  a guide  to  Humney-hole , 
and  was  rewarded  with  the  plunder  of  his  dwelling.  To 
conclude,  ’twas  I,  ever-enraged  at  your  happinefs,  hir’d 
the  furgeon  to  fhoot  you ; upon  the  promife  of  reward- 
ing him  with  two  hundred  guineas  ; but  the  wretch  not 
having  been  us’d  to  fuch  exploits,  his  hand  treihbled,  and 
he  mifs’d  his  aim.  Proceeding  from  crime  to  crime,  I 
plunged  into  fo  dreadful  a condition  as  is  inexpreflible. 
Methinks  I am  already  at  hell’s  mouth ; and  I fuffer  before- 
hand, the  torments  I have  but  too  juftly  merited. 

I made  no  anfwer  to  this  execrable  wretch,  but  fhud- 
dering  at  what  I had  heard,  and  calling  a ftern  glance,  1 
left  the  prifon.  By  order  of  the  parliament  he  was  moved 
to  Newgate  t where  he  Ihot  himfelf. 


BOOK  XL  and  laft. 


H E reader  will  fuppofe  that  I did  not  once  mention 


A this  villain’s  murdering  our  dear  fon  toMr s. Cleveland, 
She,  as  well  as  my  lifter,  our  fon  and  his  wife,  never  knew 
him  under  any  chara£ter  but  that  of  a jefuit,  and  I was 
determined  not  to  deceive  them  in  that  particular,  lince 
that  would  only  have  fet  a wound  a bleeding,  which  by 
this  time  was  pretty  well  clos’d.  I now  faw  my  family 
in  fo  fweet  a tranquillity  as  charm’d  me ; and  I may  af- 
firm, that  we  polfefs’d  fuch  a calm  in  our  retirement,  as 
we  had  never  before  enjoy’d.  My  daughter-in-law  went 
on  very  happily  in  her  pregnancy.  Her  mother,  herfelf 
and  my  wife  tools,,  the  utmoft  care  of  the  education  of  our 
daughters.  Their  wit  very  much  outftripp’d  their  years. 
Every  thing  fmil’d  about  me ; and  confin’d  within  our 
felves,  we  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  any  foreign  fuccour. 
My  fon,  who  was  compleatly  happy  in  a wife,  was  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  ftudy,  efpecially  that  of  Hiftory,  and 
whatever  related  to  thefcience  of  war.  I took  a lingular 
pleafure  in  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  and  thofe  tracts  of 
Chriftian  morality,  in  which  our  Englijb  writers  have  fo 
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excell’d.  Thefe  weTe  our  ufual  employments  when  we 
were  alone.  I appointed  Bring , who  had  ferved  me  fo 
faithfully,  my  fteward;  and  1 am  obliged  in  juftice  to 
own,  that  he  difcover’d  the  utmoft  probity  on  all  occa- 
lions. 

For  four  months  after  Blood's  imprifonment,  our  fami- 
ly feem’d  to  enjoy  a moft  perfect  harmony ; and  we  were 
happy  in  the  moft  folid  and  innocent  pleafures.  I fomc- 
times  us’d  to  receive  letters  from  fome  of  my  intimate 
friends,  who  ftill  continued  at  court ; and  all  congratu- 
lated me  on  the  wife  refolution  I had  taken  to  lead  a life  of 
retirement.  They  acquainted  me,  without  defending  to 
particulars,  that  the  court  was  ftill  in  a dreadful  agitation ; 
and  that  thofe  were  thrice  happy  who  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  living  out  of  it.  I anfwered,  that  I enjoy’d  this 
felicity  in  all  its  extent ; but  I told  a nobleman,  to  whom 
I us’d  to  unbofom  my felf  more  than  to  any  other,  that  my 
happinefs  was  fo  very  great,!  was  afraid  it  would  notlaft. 

I am  afraid  that  fortune  fmiles  at  prefent,  with  no  other 
defign  but  to  make  me  more compleatly  wretched.  My 
whole  life,  faid  I in  my  letter,  has  been  a continual  vi- 
ciffitude  of  the  deepeft  anguifh,  and  the  moft  feducing, 
but  at  the  fame  time  tranfient  joy. 

Ever  fince  my  reconciliation  with  my  innocent  wife,  I 
had  always  liv’d  with  her  in  the  moft  perfedi  unity.  If 
ever  fortune  frown’d,  the  fweetnefs  of  my  'Fanny  s tem- 
per footh’d  every  uneafinefs.  This  dear  woman  divided 
my  afflidfrons  with  me,  and  by  that  means  made  them  . 
lighter  j and  whenever  my  foul  was  rufHed,  fhe  always 
reftored  it  toitswifh’d  for  calm.  OurafFedtions  and  de- 
fires were  mutual : ftudious  to  pleafe  and  delight  each 
other,  we  had  the  fatisfadfion  to  fee  virtue  flourifh  among 
us,  and  to  regulate  our  own  condudf,  and  that  of  our  fa- 
mily. Mrs.  Bridge , who  fhar’d  our  felicity,  was  ever  con- 
gratulating us  upon  it } and  blefs’d  with  our  condition,  we  ' 
began  to  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  paft  evils ; but 
alas  ! fate  would  not  fuffer  me  to  end  my  days  fo  happily.  . 
Atthe  time  that  I feem’d  to  bebeft  pleafed  with  my  ftate, 
and  poflibly  to  be  too  fond  of  it,  heaven  ftruck  me  on  a ; 
fudden,  in  the  perfon  of  her  who  was  infinitely  dearer  to  > 
me  than  rayfelf. 

At  my  return  from  a two  days  vifit  which  Thad  made, 
in  company  with  my  fem,  toa  friend  who  lived  fome  miles 

S.'  3 . fconA-i 
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from  us,  I found  my  dear  Wife  Tick  a bed,  {he  having  ta- 
ken to  it  almoft  ever  fince  our  fetting  out.  She  would  not 
let  any  of  the  fervants  go  and  acquaint  me  with  her  indi£ 
pofition,  (hoping  it  would  be  flight,)  and  for  thatreafcn 
would  willingly  havefpared  me  that  uneafinefs ; my  After 
was  Atting  by  her  and  holding  her  hands.  The  moment 
lhe  faw  me,  dear,  dear  Mr.  Cleveland , fays  fhe,  I am  fo  ve- 
ry Ack,  that  I have  but  one  laft  requeft  to  make  you : I 
fhall  look  upon  your  granting  it  as  a ftrong  proof  of  the- 
tender  affection  we  have  always  teftifted  to  each  other. 
Atthefe  words  I drew  clofe  to  her,  I embraced  her,  but 
alas  1 fhe  burnt  like  Are,  a proof,  too  plain,  that  fhe  was 
feized  with  a violent  fever.  I was  fo  grieved,  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  me  to  utter  a word.  What  I have  to  re- 
queft of  you,  continued  fhe,  is,  that  you’d  fubmit  with 

chearfulnefs  to  the  hard  trial 1 am  fo  opprefled  with 

ficknefs,  that  alas  1 I have  no  hopes  of  recovery ; and  I 
even  believe  my  end  is  very  nigh.  Remember,  my  dear 
fpoufe,  the  ftrength  of  mind  with  which  I was  endued, 
when  1 was  told  the  cruel  end  of  our  darling  fon.  I ear- 
neftly  implore  heaven  to  indulge  you  the  fame  fupport, 
when  it  fhall  think  At  to  feparate  us.  Live  happy  with  my 
furvivors,  and  be  affured  that  your  fubmiflion  to  the  di- 
vine will,  will  prove  the  greateft  comfort  to  you.  We 
fhall  meet  again  in  the  manAons  of  glory,  and  there  enjoy 
each  other  to  alleternity.  To  thee,  my  God,  I give  my 
foul  \ favemeby  the  merits  of  my  bleflfed  faviour  1 im- 
mediately {he  fell  into  convulAons,  and  died  in  half  an 
hour. 

I (hall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  agonies  with  which  I 
was  feized.  Her  death  was  fo  unexpected,  and  I wasfo 
little  prepared  for  this  cruel  feparation,  that  quite diftradted 
with  my  ideas,  I neither  fpoke,eat  nor  flept  for  three  days. 
At  laft,  recovering  my felf  a little,  I broke  into  the  moft 
melancholy  plaints.  My  After  Bridge  and  our  fon  and 
daughter  were  in  the  deepeft  affliction;  and  ’twas  fome 
time  before  they  themfelves  were  able  to  exhort  me  to  pa- 
tience and  reftgnation.  As  I was  one  morning  juft  wak’d 
from  a fweet  fleep,  my  After,  our  fon  and  daughter  came 
into  my  bed-chamber.  My  niece  came  up  to  my  bed, 
when  fhe  fpoke  thus  to  me  with  a moft  moving  air ; dear 
Sir,  I am  come  to  beg  my  own  life,  and  that  of  the  child 
within  me.  If  you  will  not  grant  it  at  my  requell,  at  leaft 
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call  to  mind  what  my  dear  aunt  intreated  of  you  in  her  ex- 
piring moments;  this  is  a tribute  you  owe  to  her  me- 
mory. Your  tears  were  juftly  fhedatfhft;  forhowcould 
you  have  refrain'd  from  them  on  fo  afflidfingan  occafion  ? 

But  now,  every  thing  calls  upon  you  to  fubmit  yourfelf 
to  the  will  of  the  Creator.  You  oppofe  it,  by  permit- 
ting grief  to  prey  upon  you  in  this  manner,  and  are  un- 
grateful, as  it  were,  to  my  darling  aunt,  in  not  granting 
what  fhe  fo  earnefty  defired.  Alas!  dear  Sir,  preferve 
yourfelf  for  the  fake  of  your  family,  which  perhaps  is 
more  grieved  to  fee  you  thus  defponding,  than  at  the  pro- 
digious lofs  they  have  fuftained.  If  you  refufe  to  com- 
ply with  my  dcfires,  1 am  fure  both  myfelf  and  my  child 
will  die,  for  both  our  lives  depend  on  your  refolution. 
Saying  thefe  words,  (lie  threw  her  arms  round  my  neck, 
when  fhedding  a flood  of  tears,  I conjure  you,  laid  fhe, 
dear  Sir,  be  tender  of  your  own  life  for  the  fake  of  your 
diftra&ed  family,  by  the  dear  remembrance  of  my  tender 
aunt ! you  would  envy  her  felicity,  fhould  you  wi(h  her 
to  be  again  among  us.  She  is  pofleffed  of  never-fading 
blifs  ; let  us  therefore  make  our  felves  worthy  of  {har- 
ing it  with  her,  by  our  reflgnation  to  the  divine  will. 

I thought  there  was  fo  much  good  fenfe,  and  fo  great 
afubjett  for  confolation  in  this  advice,  and  in  what  my  li- 
fter and  fon  added,  that  I deftred  them  to  leave  me,  in  or- 
der that  I might  give  a fcope  to  my  reflections.  Thefe 
were  of  fervice  to  me.  Formerly  I fhould  have  called 
philofophy  to  my  aid,  but  on  this  occafion  I had  recourfe 
to  the  gofpel.  Its  inftructions,  and  my  fubmiflion  to  the 
will  of  heaven  footh’d  my  affliction,  and  I began  to  be 
fomething  eafier  in  my  mind.  I then  got  up,  went  into 
my  lifter’s  apartment,  whither  our  fon  and  daughter  had 
followed  her.  I am  come,  fays  I,  to  prove  to  you  that 
your  exhortations  have  not  been  in  vain.  Heaven  has 
heard  your  groans,  and  has  granted  me  the  fupport  you 
granted  me.  I no  longer  bewail  the  death  of  my  dear  wife; 
but  we  will  talk  for  ever  of  her  virtue,  her  tendernefs  and 
fweet  difpolition.  I exhort  you  all  never  to  forget  her, 
but  to  mention  her  often  to  me.  1 don’t  repine  at  the  de- 
cree of  heaven,  but  befeech  it  to  fupport  me  in  this  fevere 
trial;  and  that,  fatisfied  with  my  relignation,  God  will, 
pleaie  to  fupport  us  all  in  the  feveral  conditions  he  may 
pleafeto  allot  us.  Your  obfervation  was  very  juft,  dear 

daughter, 
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daughter,  when  you  told  me  that ’twas  envying  my  dear 
wife’s  felicity,  to  wifh  her  again  in  this  frail,  fublunary 
world.  Let  us  firmly  refolve  to  fubmit  ourfelves  on  all 
occafions  to  the  will  of  providence ; for  lam  perfuaded 
that  the  more  we  refign  our  felves,  our  tranquillity  will  be 
the  greater. 

The  fad  folemnity  of  my  dear  wife’s  funeral  being 
ended,  I left  the  country,  the  Icene  of  my  grief,  for 
fome  time.  We  fpent  three  weeks  in  another  retirement, 
but  my  daughter-in-law  expecting  every  day,  we  re- 
turned hither,  and  two  days  after  {he  was  delivered  of  a 
daughter. 

As  I defired  to  keep  my  fon  with  me,  the  better  tofu  p- 
port  me  in  the  grievous  lofs  i had  fuftained,  I humbly  de- 
fired the  prince  of  Orange  to  prolong  the  time  of  his  ab- 
fence.  His  highnefs  granted  it  in  the  moft  generous  man- 
ner poffible  j and  at  the  fame  time,  fent  him  fome  very 
fecret  commiffions  of  the  greateft  importance.  This 
prince  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  great  abili- 
ties and  difcretion  of  this  young  officer.  He  therefore 
employed  him  to  tranfaCf  fome  affairs  which  were  after- 
wards of  fo  much  fervice  to  Great  Britain , by  preferving 
its  religion,  laws,  and  the  freedom  of  Parliaments,  and 
prevented  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Lems  XIV.  who  af- 
pired  more  than  ever  to  univerfal  monarchy. 

I now  received  letters  of  condolence  from  all  parts,  and 
even  his  majefty  commanded  one  to  be  drawn  up  in  his  * 
own  name,  and  figned  ithimfelf.  The  king  was  pleafed 
to  exprefs  his  forrow  for  my  great  lofs,  and  offered  me  a 
very  confiderable  place  at  court,  promifing  at  the  fame  time 
to  take  me  into  his  moft  intimate  confidence  ; and  obferv- 
ed  that  bufinefs  would  alleviate  my  affii&ion.  Healfo  de- 
clared, that  my  withdrawing,  and  the  lords  abovemen- 
tioned,  from  Court,  had  given  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs; 
andaffirm’d,  that  thofe  who  had  fucceeded  us  had  not  gi- 
ven him  one  good  counfel.  That  the  duke  had  fuch  an  af- 
cendant  over  him,  that  he  himfelf  only  bore  the  empty 
titleofking:  In  a word,  he  made  the  fineft  promifes  ima- 
ginable. I took  the  liberty to  anfwer  his  majefty,  thanks 
ing  him  in  the  humbleft  manner,  for  the  regard  he  wa?  - 
pleas’d  to  fhowme,  and  hisafftiCIion  for  my  lofs;  but  af- 
fared  him,  that  my  wife’s  fudden  and  unexpected  death  had  - 
weakened  my  conftitutionto  fo  prodigious  a degree,  that 
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it  would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  im- 
portant imploy  ments  which  his  majefty  was  fo  gracious  as 
to  offer  me.  Thatl  earneftly  befought  him  to  continue 
his" favour  to  me;  and  thatincafel  fhould  befo  happy  as 
to  recover  my  health,  I would  wait  upon  him,  throw 
myfelf  at  his  feet,  and  thank  him  for  his  great  goodnefs. 

My  daughter-  in-law  being  up  after  her  delivery, which, 
notwithflandingthe  afflictions  we  were  in,  had  yet  been 
very  happy,  came  one  day  into  my  apartment  with  her 
husljand.  Sir,  fardfhe,  here's  a letter  for  you  from  Ger- 
many : I know  the  hand,  but  cannot  recollect  vvhofe  it  is. 
The  inftant  I had  opened  it,  and  read  the  name,  I will 
own  that  my  breaffc  was  ftill  capable  of  receiving  a ftrong 
fenfationofjoy.  Alas  ! dear  daughter,  faysl,  this  letter 

is  from  Mifs  Cecilia,  daughter  to  Mr.  R , whom 

you  faw  in  France.  ’Tis  fo,  fays  fhe;  how  often  have 
we  correfponded  together  ! is  it  polTible  for  me  to  have 
forgot  her  perfon,  and  ftill  remember  her  hand  ? 

’Twas  a.  very  long  letter;  Mifs  Cecilia  told  me,  that 

fome  Englijh  lords  travelling  by  S , where  fhe  and 

her  mother,  her  husband  and  two  fons  and  a daughter, 
were  at  that  time ; fhe  heard  them  mention  me,  and  the 
grief  in  which  they  had  left  me,  by  the  unexpected  death 
of  Mrs.  Cleveland.  That  (lie  was  greatly  forry  for  my 
having  loft  fo  excellent  a wife.  She  afterwards  gave  me  a 
pretty  long  account  of  the  ufage  fhe  had  met  with  from 
the  inhuman  Gijfard-,  declaring  to  me,  that  fhe  chofe  to 
die  rather  than  than  lofe  her  reputation ; and  that  this  vil- 
lain, in  the  fury  of  his  pafiion,  had  ftabb’d  and:  left  her 
for  dead,  becaufe  fhe  refufed  to  fatiate  it.  That  meeting 
with  immediate  fuccour,  the  effufion  of  her  blood  was 
ftopt;  and  that  fhe  recovered  ftrength  enough  in  a week, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  go  to  her  mother,  who  was  oppreft 
with  grief  at  the  fad  murder  of  her  husband.  At  laft, 
continued  fhe,  my  recovery  and  intreaties  wrought  fo 
happy  an  effeCt  on  my  mother,  as  to  prevail  with  her  to 
take  the  only  refolution  which  could  be  of  advantage  to 
us,  in  the  then  deplorable  ftate  of  the  reform’d  church  in 
France ; and  this  was,  to  fell  by  infenfible  degrees,  upon 
different  pretences,  her  lands,  houfes,  in  a word,  the 

greateft  part  of  her  effects  ; to  remit  the  monies  to  B 

whither  we  were  determin’d  to  go.  Every  thing  fuc- 
ceeded  to  our  wifhes : and  we  had  not  been  long  in  that 

city. 
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city,  before  the  count  of  D thought  fit  to  make 

me  his  wife.  My  fpoufe  and  I are  vaftly  happy  in  one 
another  ; and  I don't  doubt  but  you  will  take  as  great  a 
lharein  my  happinefs,  as  I do  in  your  ill  fortune.  My 
beft  refpe&s  to  Mrs.  Bridge  and  her  charming  daughter, 
once  my  correfpondent  * to  her  fpoufe  and  their  two 
children.  You  fee,  Sir,  that  I intereft  myfelf  in  all  that 
concerns  you,  and  have  made  a very  ftridt  enquiry  into 
everything.  My  kindeft  love  to  your  two  daughters, 
who,  I hear,  are  fweet  children.  'Tis  but  two  days 
fince  I heard  of  you,  and  till  then  did  not  know  whether 
you  were  living.  I beg  the  favour  of  an  anfwer,  in 
which  you  will  pleafe  to  give  me  an  account  of  every 
thing  that  has  happened  fince  I was  torn  from  you  ; and 
be  allured,  that  no  one  can  refpedf  you  more  than  I do. 
The  reafon  why  we  did  not  fendto  you  during  your  abode 
at  St.  Cloud , after  you  was  fo  happily  reconciled  with 
your  dear  fpoufe,  was,  becaufe  that  both  my  mother  and 
I were  of  opinion,  that  'twas  greatly  for  our  intereft,  not 
to  undeceive  the  publick  with  regard  to  their  falfe  opinion 
of  my  death;  as  this  gave  her  a better  opportunity  to  fet- 
tle her  affairs;and  to  fucceed  in  our  defign  of  leavin gFrance. 
Your  moft  humble,  &c. 

This  letter  gave  me  incredible  pleafure,  and  'twas no 
fmall  fatisfadfion  tome  to  find,  that  fhe  had  refilled  the 
brutal  fury  of  Gijfard,  and  had  preferred  death  to  the  lofts 
of  her  honour.  I could  not  but  be  aftonifhed  at  the  infa- 
mous account  the  jefuit  had  given  of  this  virtuous  wo- 
man's conduct.  However,  I was  determined  not  to 
mention  a word  of  this  to  Mifs  Cecilia , but  only  to  ac- 
quaint her  with  the  fate  of  that  infamous  wretch. 

I fpent  fome  days  in  anfweringthis  letter,  and  did  not 
conceal  any  of  the  material  things  which  had  happened 
to  me  fince  father  Gijfard  had  carried  her  off;  a moft  fa- 
tal day,  fince  which  I had  not,  till  now,  fetmyeyes  up- 
on her.  That  wretch,  faid  I to  her,  was  fent  upon  a 
million  in  England,  by  way  of  punifhment  for  his  having 
ftabbedyou.  When  Imyfelfwasgotintothat  kingdom, 
and  appointed  a member  of  the  privy  council,  I heard  of 
this  deteftable  mifcreant.  Accordingly  I vilited  him  in 
prifon,  when  he  told  me  all  that  had  happened  to  him 
fince  his  carrying  you  off;  as  the  murder  of  your  father, 
hisftabbing  you,  and  his  flight  after  that  horrid  action. 

Engaging 
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“Engaging  afterwards  in  the  troubles  which  the  papilbs 
excited  in  England,  he  at  laft  was  feized  by  order  of  par- 
liament; and  after  examining  him,  I told  his  majefty 
that’twas  his  intcrefttorid  himfclf  of  that  villain  as  foon 
as  pofiible.  Accordingly,  the  king  had  him  poifoned  that 
very  night,  and  I am  overjoyed  to  find  it  has  been  in  my 
power  to  revenge  you,  in  Tome  meafure,  of  that  villain. 
To  conclude,  I gave  her  a brief  relation  of  all  the  reader 
has  feen  in  thefe  memoirs,  and  allured  her,  that  I fhould 
have  the  higheft  efteem  for  her  fo  long  as  I lived.  I con- 
cluded, with  wifhing  her  and  her  family  an  uninterrupted 
feries  of  profperity.  My  daughter-in-law  wrote  alfo  a 
long  letter  to  her,  and  begg’d  her  to  renew  a correfpon- 
dence  which  had  given  her  fo  much  pleafure.  The  coun- 
tefs  (Mils Cecilia)  was  greatly  pleafed  with  the  offer,  and 
thefe  two  amiable  perl'ons  wrote  to  one  another  very  re- 
gularly. 

My  dear  wife  died  in  1684,  on  which  occafion  I took 
a firm  refolution  never  to  engage  any  more  in  ftate  affairs. 

1 had  found  fo  great  an  uneafinefs  in  them,  that  I was  abfo- 
lutely  determined  (the  thought  of  which  gave  me  the 
higheft  pleafure)  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in 
obfeurity,  preferring  it  infinitely  to  the  vain  glitter  of 
courts.  My  friends  ufed  to  write  very  often  to  me,  and  the 
accounts  I received  from  them  con  firmed  me  in  my  refo- 
lution. There  wasfogreata  divifion  between  the  king 
and  parliament,  the  whigs  and  the  tories,  that  the  parties 
were  ftill  in  an  open  war.  The  jefuits,  by  their  arts,  ani- 
mated them,  and  created  feuds  among  families.  My 
■friends  would  have  informed  me  of  all  things,  but  I ear- 
neftly  intreated  them  not  to  mention  any  particulars  of 
that  kind,  I having  made  a vow  never  to  engage  again  in 
publick  bulinefs. 

The  king  invited  me  over  and  over  to  court,  alluring 
me. again,  that  I fhould  be  his  confident;  and  that  he 
flood  in  the  greateft  need  of  my  counfel,  and  would  fol- 
low it  in  all  points, firmly  perfuaded  of  my  fidelity  and  my 
good  intentions  to  few e him.  *Twas  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  i68y  that  his  majefty  himfelf  wrote  to  me, 
on  which  occafion  he  repeated  his  delire  for  me  to  come 
to  court.  After  reading  the  contents  of  his  letter,  I 
thought  that  as  I was  born  his  fubjedt,  I could  no  longer 
•xefufe  his  requeft. 

Accordingly 
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Accordingly  1 refolved  to  go  for  London , to  know 
what  commands  his  majedy  had  for  me,  leaving  the  care 
of  my  family  to  Mrs.  Bridge  and  her  daughter.  During 
this  my  fon  travelled  quite  through  England , the  motive 
of  which  was  unknown  to  me. 

I arrived  in  London , when  the  fird  thing  I heard  wa s, 
that  the  evening  before,  viz.  Sunday  the  firfl  of  February 
i68y,  the  king-being  prevented  from  walking  in  his  gar- 
den as  ufual,  upon  account  of  a hurt  in  his  leg,  had  been 
taken  ill  in  his  laboratory,  in  which  he  took  greater  de- 
light than  became  a fovereign  prince.  Being  at  the 
dntchefs  of  Port/ mouth’s  in  the  evening,  he  ordered  fome 
foop  to  ,be  got  for  him ; but  finding  it  too  drong,  he 
drank  but  little  of  it.  His  phyfician  being  fent  for,  found 
him  fpeechlefs.  The  king  was  afterwards  feized  with  an 
apopledtick  fit;  his  fate  turn’d  back,  and  his  features 
were  diflorted.  He  then  was  blooded,  when  he  reco- 
vered, but  was  fo  weak,  that  the  phyficians  declared  a 
fecond  fit  would  carry  him  off.  Accordingly  it  feized 
the  king  on  the  Thurfday  following,  and  the  day  after 
(February  6)  he  expired  about  noon. 

The  inftant  I heard  of  hismajedy’s  being  feiz’d  in  the 
firfl  mentioned  manner.  I again  defired  the  earl  of  R — , 
at  whofe  houfe  I arrived  very  late,  to  order  his  fervants 
not  to  mention  my  being  there.  I declared  to  him  with 
what  relu&ance  I had  complied  with  the  king’s  urgent 
folicitations,  and  fhewed  him  the  letters.  I told  him  I 
would  wait  fome  days,  in  order  to  know  whether  his  ma« 
jefly  had  a fecond  fit;  but  hearing  of  his  death,  I again 
mtreated  the  earl  not  to  take  the  lead  notice  of  my  being 
at  his  houfe.  I left  London  the  Friday  following,  andrar- 
rived  at  my  country  feat,  and  never  once  flirred  out  of  it 
during  all  the  attempts  which  were  made,  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  reign,  to  deftroy  the  eflablifhed  religion,  andthecon- 
flitution.  King  James  having  afterwards  abdicated  the 
throne,  and  the  prince  of  Orange  fucceeding  to  it,  I went 
to  court  and  paid  my  compliments.  After  this  I returned 
once  more  to  my  elegant  folitude,  which  I could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  quit;  and  there  enjoy  the  mod  blifsful 
tranquility,  after  having  been  fo  long  made  the  fport  of 
fortune. 


FINIS. 


